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The agricultural experts
said carly rains this scason had

Press workers'
call to solve_
Observer crisis

By Staff Correspondent
Bangladesh Sangbadpa'r:

Press Sramic Federation
(BSPSF) on Monday urged the
Government to arrest Hamidul
ry. owner of the

Mosharraf Hossain and
Bazlur Rahman Milon,
President and Secretary re-
spectively of BSPSF, in a joint
statement also called upon
concerned authorities to seize
his passport and not to give
him permission to go abroad.

The leaders of BSPSF said
that Hamidul Haq Chowdhury
who was awarded imprison-
ment in 17 cases, is still doing
‘despotic acts’ one after an-
other with warrant of arrest.

In the statement the lead-
ers alleged that by violating
orders of Labour Court,
Chowdhury and terminated
more then 200 journalists and
em aflter taking owner-
ship of paper from autocratic
Ershad in 1984,

The statement also said
Hamidul Haq Chowdhury is
still adamant from his decision
to terminate nine employr
including two journal:..
although three federations of

newspapers requested him.

Children's Day
Fest of Turkey
Today

A Children's Day Festival
and a Charity Bazaar will be
held with festivities at the
Turkish Embassy premises on
Tuesday. at 3 p.m. The day is
celebrated every year on the
international level in Turkey
and is the first and unique
official children's day in the
world, says a Press release.

The Children's Day is
shared by the children of all
countries with the aim of
establishing mutual understan-
ding and a future of

and friendship. "23 April
National Sovereignty and
Children's Day’ was established
and dedicated to the children
by great leader Kemal Ataturk
to commemorate the opening
of the first parliament of
modern Turkey.
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harvest likely

‘when the

already had bencficial effect on
Rahi as well as IRR! - Boro
during plantation, while
summer heat

began on Sunday. The govern-
ment has set the procurement
r&ulﬂhhmulun
of the harvest in June.
. The t price has
been raised to Tk 240 per
maund this year. It was Tk
last . Rice will be pur-
chased at Tk 369.50 per

from haor and beel
arcas, where Boro is harvested
four to six weeks earlier, say

the local variety of paddy now
sells at Tk 160-180 a maund.

" High-level body

{0 examine
report on
Haripur oil

The non-government Public
Enquiry Commission on
Hari ofl nt on

fo submitted its
final to government
., an official handout said, re-
ports BSS.

State Minister for Energy

and Mineral Resources Dr.
Khandaker Mosharral Hossain
received the report and said
the government would con-
sider it with utmost impor-
tance.
He said a high-level com-
mittee would be formed soon
to examine various aspects of
the report of the Public
Enquiry Commission.

The Commission Chairman
Dr. Kamal Hossain, and mem-
bers Syed Ishtiagque Ahmad,
Advocate Shamsul Hag
Choudhury and Mr. Amirul
Islam and Secretary of the
Ministry Azimuddin Ahmed
and Petrobangla Chairman M.
Lutful Matin were present on
the eccasion.

Various aspects of national
interests in exploration and
exploitation of gas and oil re-
sources were also discussed on
the occasion. The State
Minister thanked the mem-
bers of the Public Enquiry
Commission for their contri-
bution towards national inter-
esls.

Propaganda abroad
on jail incident
'baseless’

The government has de-
scribed as "baseless” the pro-
paganda created abroad by in-
terested quarters with regard
to the incidents in Dhaka Jail
on April 9 and 10, reports

BSS.

An official press release
Monday said "it has come to
the notice of the govcmn:h:;
that a wrong impression
been created abroad about the
incidents of Dhaka Jail on
April 9 and 10 and that a num-
ber of foreigners including a
Human Right Organisation
made allegations in this re-
spect which are not based on

facts. They put e rated
figures of casualty alleged

that the deaths were caused
prisoners were
beaten up and hot water was

poured on them.

Amnesty International,
Australia, and some individuals
of Federal Republic of
Germany, Japan, Norway and
the United Kingdom ad-
dressed letters to the Acting
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed demanding appropriate
action in this regard.

The government regrets
that the wrong impression
about the incident has been
created abroad due to a base-
less pro resorted to by
the interested quarters.
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Prof. Kazi Zaker Hussain of the De
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partment of Zoelogy, Dhaka University, President of Bangladesh Wildlife Society and

: =

winner of 1990 UN Global 500 Role of Honor Award, presenting a paper on "Bangladesh Towards a Better El?virunrnm"

in a seminar jointly organized
Environmental Research Unit,

the Center for Nature Studies, Institute of Life Sciences, Jahangirnagar University; the
partment of Geography, Dhaka University; The Forum for Environmental Journalists

of Bangladesh; and the United States Information Service (USIS). The seminar was organized in observance of “Earth Day

1991" and was presided over by Dr KB Sajjadur Rashid, Professor of Geography, Dhaka University.

—USIS photo

Dissolution of UZ, Zila

The government has
plan at moment to Dissolve
District and Upazila Parishads,
the LGRD and Cooperatives
Minister Barrister Salam
Talukdar told the Jatiya

Monday, reports BSS.
Minister was replying
to a question from Nurul Islam

Moni (Ind-Barguna).
Rclgllying to Hupplcmn-

tary question from Moni,

Barrister Salam Talukdar said
that the present government

was very much democratic and

Maid dies 1n
hospital
By Staff Correspondent

A maidservant met unnatu-
ral death at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) on

Julekha, 16, was brought to
the Emergency Department of
DMCH in coma on Saturday

[rom Kalabagan by a housewife,
Rasheda Haider, who said she

died from taking poison.

IBut eyewitnesses in hospital
said that Julekha might have
died from beating. Marks of
torturing ware found on her

body.

pansn}‘f_‘.ii

for reforming
the Zila and Upazila parishads.

Replying to another sup-
plementary question [rom
Awami member Sheikh
Fazlul Karim Selim
as to how the posts of the
Parishad chairmen would be
filled up, the LGRD and
Cooperatives Minister said. We
want to reform them demo-

cratically.
When Advocate Fazle Rabbi

(JP-Gaitbandha) asked the
Minister as to how the demo-

ruled out

cratic government could ap-
point Deputy Commissioners
as chairmen of the Zila
Parisahds, the Minister said
the BNP government had not
made the Deputy Com-
missioners as chairmen of Zila
Partshad.

The Minister also told A. K.
M. Jahangir Hussain (AL-
Patuakhali) that the govern-
ment would take a decision
regarding the posts of the Zila
Parisahds through democratic

More tubewells to

sunk

in diarrhoea-hit areas

The Public Health Enginee-
ring Department of the Local
Government division has un-
dertaken emergency measures
to sink more tubewells in
those districts for ensuring
supply of pure drinking water
where diarrhoeal diseases have
bmken out. reports BSS.

Under the emergency ar-
rangements, 1601 tubewells
are being sunk in Barisal,
Jhalakathi, Perozpur, Bhola,
Patuakhali and Barguna in ad-
dition to the existing 30,560
tubewells in the area. Of these
additional tubewells, more
than eleven hundred have al-
ready been sunk and the re-

' 10 hurt as rival groups clash

maining ones are expected to
be sunk by the end of this
month, a PID handout said.

Besides, emergency control
rooms have been set up in the
district and upazila headquar-
ters in the areas to monitor
the developments in the public
health sector. D P H E person-
nel in those districts have
been put:on emergency alert
to face the s#tuation and to en-
sure prompt repairs of the in-
operative tubewells.

A Central Control Room is
operating round-the-lock in
Dhaka with the following tele-
phones : 233103, 258881 and
404948.

- Dateline Chittagong

| at Karnaphuli Paper Mills

| least 10

From Our Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 22: At
persons were injured,
four of them critically, in a
clash between two rival groups
of workers at Karnaphuli
Paper Mills, 20 miles off the
eity on Saturday night.
The critically injured
Ledu Mia (21), Miladunddin

i

‘Hassan killing :
One more held
By Staff Correspondent

Mohammadpur police on

| Monday morning arrested an-

other person Jahidul (22) from
Tajmahal Road at Moham-
madpur on charge of Hassan
killing.

Hassan who was a video
shop employee was killed on
Saturday night by some armed
youngmen who were suspected
later as the activists of
Freedom Party.

| BCL call to

recover arms

from BIT

CHITTAGONG, Apr 22 :
Leaders of sh Chhatra
League (S-A), Bangladesh
institute of Technology Unit,
today demanded recovery of il-
legal arms from the institute
campus and punishment to the
three students who were ar-
rested with arms on Sunday.
reports BSS.

Shantanu Talukdar and
Sohel Sajjad, President and
General Secretary

a Press conference at the
Press Club here said a section
of students of the institute had
vitiated the academic atmo-
sphere by their desperate and
violent activities. If those cul-
prits were not arrested and

institute would not be able to
prosecute their studies. they
said.

of BIT unit
of Chhatra League, addressing

punished other students of the

(21), Dulal Mia (25) and Abdul
Noman (22) — were admitted
to the Chittagong Medical
College Hospital with bullet
injury, hospital sources said.

When contacted SP of
Ran ti told the Daily Star
that the clash was the sequel
to previous rivalry between the
two groups of workers. Both
the groups used fire arms and
lethal weapons. None was so
far arrested, police said.

KSP for parliamentary
form of govt
BSS adds: The Krishak
Sramik Party president, ASM
Solaiman, Sunday called upon
the government to take
necessary steps to introduce

parliamentary form of
government in the country, a

Diarrhoea claims
six : 500 affected

party press release said,
reports BSS.

He said the people had
struggled for a parliamentary
form of government and that
the party in power should not
ignore the demand of the
people.

Addressing a meeting of
party workers at mnorth
Patenga, here, he also urged
the government not to delay
overcoming the constitutional
crisis which was hampering
smooth transfer of power to
the elected government.

Solaiman also demanded ol
the government to release
former President H M Ershad

from detention.

Party leader Saleh Ahmad
Chowdhury presided over the
mecting.

Our Khulna Office

KHULNA, Apr 22: About
500 diarrhoea patients were
admitted to Khulna Infectious
Disease Hospital and Khulna
Shishu Hospital since April 14.
Of them six persons including
two minor died.

It is reported that hundreds
of diarrhoea patients could not
be admitted to Khulna
Infectious Disease Hospital due
to inhuman behaviour of doc-
tors and staff of the hospital.

Some of them died report-
edly while they were refused
to get admission in the hospi-
tal. Both Infectious Disease and
Shishu Hospitals have only 20
beds. Many patients are kept
on the floors without any prac-
tical medicare. Oral saline are
also reported to be inadequate

in both the hospitals.

The Civil Surgeon of Khulna
Dr. Sk. Alimuzzaman told The
Daily Star yesterday that 48
anti-diarrhoeal medical teams
were working round the clock
in the district to combat the
disease.

He further said that control
room has been set up at the
sadar hospital while the dis-
ease broke out in the last

month.
It may be mentioned that

more than 20 persons died in
the month of March in Khulna.
Five persons were died in the
Infectious Disease Hospital
alone. The beds of the hospi-
tals should be immediately ex-
panded to cope with growing
number of diarrhoea patients,

many said.

" DU teachers_

go on token
strike today

Teachers of the Dhaka
University will observe a two-
hour work abstention from 11
am today (Tuesday) to protest
the recent incident in which
miscreants threatened one of
their colleagues, reports UNB.

The Dhaka University
Teachers Assoclation [(DUTA)

| which called the token strike
will also bring out a silent pro-

cession on the campus at
11.30 am and hold a protest

rally at he Central Shaheed
Minar,

The decision as taken at an
emergency meeting of the
Association on April 14.

A group ol students misbe-
haved with seven teachers ol
the Mass Communication and
Journalism Department April
11. also allegedly threat-
ened to kill Dr. A. A, M. S.
Arefin Siddiqi, an Assistant
Professor of the Department
and Joint Secre of DUTA.

Today's token strike of the
teachers is the first such pro-
gramme {n the Dhaka
University campus after the fall
of Ershad regime December 6

last year,

SAIC meet from
Apr 28

The 5th meeting of the
governing board of the SAARC
Agricultural Information Cen-
tre(SAIC) will be held here
from April 28, a SAIC press re-
lease said here Monday, re-
ports BSS.

The three-day meeting will
be attended by the board
members from Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India, Sri Lanka, the
Maldives, Nepal and Pakistan.
It will be presided over by the
current Chairman of the
Governing Board and Executive
Vice-Chairman of Bangladesh
Agricultural Research Council
Dr MS U Choudhury.

The board will review tech-
nical matters and strategic
plan for the SAARC, SAIC bud-
get for the year 1991-92, audit
report of 1989-90 and 90-91.
staff rules for support services
employees, financial rules and
accounting procedures for the
SAIC and other relevant mat-
ters pertaining to the SAIC.

The governing board will
also discuss matters relating to
organising the SAIC as a full
fledged professional institute,
the press release said.

'Govt firm to build
corruption-free
administration

State Minister for Esta-
blishment Osman Gani Khan
Monday said that the main
duty of the administration was
to infuse dynamism
economic activities through
ensuring peace and improving

law and order situation in the.

country. He said the present
government was pledge-bound
to build a corruption-free
administration in the country.

The State Minister was in-
augurating the 11th BCS Law
and Administration Training
Course at the BCS
(Administration) Academy au-
ditorium in Dhaka. The dura-
tion of the training course is
three months.

Anti-smuggling H

drive in Rajshabhi:
30 arrested

RAJSHAHI, Apr 22: Law
enforcing agency persnnel
launched anti-smuggling drive
in Rajshahi sector to check
smuggling. They had already
seized about 92,897 kgs of
Indian smuggled sugar during
the last three months, reports
BSS.

They also arrested 30 per-
sons on charge of smuggling
and flled 66 cases.
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into .

,  Institution
Engineers: President. Institute
of Architects and representa-
tve of Alumni will also be
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Dhaka-Bangkok
ties to grow

The Ambassador of Thailand
in Bangladesh Shatya Cheinda

called on State

Thai Government to the State
Minister for joining the “lce
Festival” to be held from May
8-10 in Bangkok, a PID hand-
out said.

The State Minister hoped
that the excellent relations

Eid reunion
~<China Cultural and
Mass Communication Centre

The

{(BCCMCC)
Bfjoynagar
Sundeary .
President of the organisa-
tion Nuran Nabi and General
Secretary Engr. F. R. Siddiqui
hosted the reunion.
Military Attache of Chinese
., Colin. Lu Guan Quan,
Commercial Counsellor, Su

Jun-Lu, Deputy Military
Attache, Coln. Geng Ke Pu,

First (Admn) Wang
Yu Ts:.m“ul Section
Incharge. Yao Bao Lal and

present on the occasion.
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SERVICE

HosPITALS A IRLINES
DMCH......... 5050259 + Airport Inquiry RO4E70-4
' 5001216 894350
PG.............. 5051948  Airport 894771-9
SMCH..... ..~ . 240061-3 Airport Customs 894485
Suhrawardy. . . 351504 Aot 506636
Holy Family. . E:t‘-l?h-& Air B 251900
PoLice 39353
DMP Exchange 410061-5 259594
Control Room. . . . 509922 Air India S500070-1
Telephone Inquiry Alitalia 238144
Central. ...... 239900 280052
" 254656  Biman | 240151-10
Sher-e-Bangla Nagar . %‘1211'32 British Airways idna
Moghbazar . . .. .. 402030 Airport Inaugiry: 8944410
RAILWAY Burmah Airways 1 253090
Inquiry 409686 Cathay Pacific 254484
239721
Reservation (Intercity). . . 413173
CH"IH‘!{“ P 404349 Druk Air 255901-11
Emirates 280791
Bus SERVICE 243797
BRTC Reservation. . ... 403803 ¢ 280569
Terminal Gulf Air 236354
Cabtal o 380507 231876
Mahakhali ......... .. 600230 236262
HoTELS Indian Airlines 231687
258747
DHAKA Iragi Airways 325631
Sonargaon. . . .. ... 3150019  JAL 258390
31509 251059
Sheraton............ 861191 1M 315001
863391 Kuwait Airways
Purband_.... 86492630 | s 502858
Sundarban.......... 505055-9 PIA 502668
Park International. . . . .. 410031-5 501112
CHITTAGONG PAN AM 259455
ARl . x im0 031-500111-8 258128
OTHER PUBLIC m : 17
Service OFFICES M,.“m' - 261900
Fire Brigade Ambulance.. 233333-7 239353
Municipality 238255-7 Sin 253362
Electricity Supply gapore Alrlines 243528.29
Complain. .......... : 280154
L 3251815 Saudia 311969
Titasgas. . .......... 81213542 3InN207
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The Burily Star

(For Bangladesh only)

YEARLY .

. Taka - 1000.00 (Including Postage)

HALF YEARLY : Taka - 525.00 =

QUARTERLY

: Taka - 265.00 "
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