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The Jattya resumed
its sitting at 2.10 pm Su
after a break of nine days
Speaker Abdur Rahman Biswas
in the chair, reports BSS,

Aler Tilwat-e- Quran. the
Speaker extended his Eid
greetings to the Members.
Akhtaruzzaman Chowdhury
(AL-Chittagong) in turn also
extended Eid greetings to the
Speaker. Chowdhury drew the
attention of the chair to the
timing of the sitting at 2 pm
and that #t should be
shifted to 3 pm so that
Members could comfortably
attend the ings of the
House after lunch.

The speaker said the mat-

ter needed consensus in the
house.
Al this time Jatiya Party
Member Advocate Fazle Rabbi
tried o take the floor on a
point of order but the Speaker
did not allow him to do so
saying that there could be no
point of order before the end
of one-hour question- answer
session.

Nizamuddin Khan

Nizamuddin Khan [ BNP-

Manikganf) took the floor and
displayed a copy of a booklet
distributed by the Sangsad
Secretariat and said how such
a booklet containing "Nutan
Bangladesh Garboli Mora",
could be circulated in the
House,
The Speaker then took up
the question-answer session as
per the order of the day and
gave the floor to Nurul Islam
Moni (ind- Barguna) to raise
his starrred question.

Fazie Rabbi

As the question and an-
swer session was over.
Advocate Fazle Rabbi (JP)
sought to raise the issue of the
arrest of former Prime
Minister Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury. He said.
Chowdhury. a former Leader of
the House and seven times
Member of Parliament was
taken into custody Saturday
and the matter should be dis-
cussed in the House.

The Speaker wanted to
know under which rules of
procedure the member wanted
to raise the tssue.

Rabbi's explanation ap-

peared unconvincing to the
Speaker. who took up the is
sue of adjournment notices
gven by the members on dif-
ferent tssues of public impor-
tance.
When the Jatiya Party
member sought to raise the ar-
rest of Mizanur Rahman
Chowdhury, all other members
belonging to the JP made an
orchestrated appeal to discuss
the matter but the Speaker as
unmoved.

The Speaker said he had
received 168 adjournment no-
tices on matters of public im-
portance and nine of them
were on the issue of the killing
of four Bangladesh nationals
including Bangladesh Rifles
men by the Indian Border
Security Force recently along
Kushtia border. =

Intrus

This brought several oppo-
sition members rise to their
feet, wanting to know the fate

of their notices.
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Taking the floor, Leader of
the Opposition Sheitkh Hasina

sald her party member
Mohammad Nasim had n a
notice on the killing of a stu-
dent leader recently in the
Polytechnic Institute.

The General Secretary of
the students union of the in-
stitute was killed in broad day-
light but none was arrested so
far although several days had
elapsed after the murder. she
said. Sheikh Hasina wanted a
statement on the issue.

The Leader of the
Opposition said the student
leader was killed by the sup-
porters of the ruling BNP. One

of the accused of the murder .

had left the country for the
United States and she wanted
to know who had arranged the
visa for his departure.

The Treasury Bench mem-
bers protested Sheikh Hasina's
observations.

The Leader of the
Opposition said these {ssues
must be discussed in the
Sangsad.

The Speaker said he had
admitted notices on subjects of
greater importances.

Moudud Ahmed

Rising on a point of order,
Moudud Ahmed (JP) who at-
tended the Session of the
newly elected Jatiya Sangsad
for the first time after being
released on bail recently, said
it was upto the chair to allow
anything of public importance
for discussion in the House.
He, however, said the Speaker
should also honour the senti-
ment of the House in this re-

gard.
Moudud Ahmed strongly
demanded repeal of the

Special Powers Act and this
made break the House into
laughter.

The Speaker asked Moudud
Ahmed to take his seat as, ac-
cording to the Chair, he was
not making his "Point of order
on which he rose to speaker.

As the Speaker gave the floor
to Nurul Islam Moni ( Ind), the
members belonging to the
Jattya Party walked out of the
House.

Nurul Islam sajd newspa-
pers were publishing reports
on deaths caused by diarrhoea,
everyday. He said many people
were dying of diarrhoea which
has broken out in epidemic
form practically everywhere in
the country. He said diarrhoea
was not confined in southern
Bangladesh only. rather 1t had
spread to other parts of the
country assuming an alarming
dimenston

Nurul Islam also read out a
cutting from a newspaper in
support of his statement,

Moni demanded a state-
ment from the Health Minister
on the matier

At this stage, Education
Minister Profl. Badruddoza
Chowdhury taking the floor
told the House that as the
Health Minister was not in the
House Sunday, a statement on
the subject would be made

Monday
ASM Firoze

ASM Froze (Patuakhall) said
if any cflective step was not
laken immediately. the num-
ber of deaths from diarrhoea in
Barisal district would continue
o mount. He also demanded
an immediate statement on
this matter of urgent public
importance

Intervening. the Speaker
said. Education Minister Prof
B. Chowdhury had already
stated that the government
would make tts statement

Moy

Tofael Ahmed rose from his
seal and said although the
Health Minister was absent in
the House, the Prime Minister
or the Deputy Leader of the
House sho say something
about the matter Sunday. since
the matter was very urgent.

Badruddoza Chowdhury

Prof. B. Chowdhury took the
floor again and said he would
have been happy to say some-
thing on the matter but as he
was not adequately prepared,
he could not say anything on it.

He said the Health Minister
was in the affected area for the
last three days. He said ade-
quate quantity of medicines
had been sent and a medical
team comprising doctors from
the ICDDR,B had been sent
there.

He reiterated his earlier
position that a statement on
the matter would be given
Monday when the Health

Minister returned from the
dirrhoea-hit areas.

Rashed Khan Menon

Referring to sections 222
and 223 of the rules of proce-
dure, Rashed Khan Menon
(Workers' Party) drew the at-
tention of the Chair for the
formation of the committee on
private members' bills and
resolutions.

He said he had demanded
formation of the committees
before the recess for the Eid-
ul-Fitr.

He said the committee
should be formed now for facil-
itating discussions on matters
relating to the amendments to
the constitution. _

Section 222 of the rules of
procedure provides for the
constitution of the committee
on the private members' bills
and resolutions and Section
223 envisions the functions of
the committee.

The Speaker assured the
member that the committee
would soon be formned for the
smooth functioning of the
House on related matters.

Tariqul Islam
When the House took up
the day's legislative business,
State Minister for Social
Welfare and Women's Affairs

Tariqul Islam sought the
Speaker's permission to intro-
duce the Jatiya Mahila
Sangstha Bill 1991 and intro-
duced the bill in the House.

Suranjit Sengupta

But as Suranjit Sengupta
(Ganotantree Party) opposed
the introduction of the bill on
principle immediately, but the
Speaker told him that he had
alrcady accorded the permis-
sion and !t had been intro-
duced. He told Sengupta that
he could have raised the ob-
jection before the permission
was given.

As a debate began on the
admissibility of the bill, Jatiya
Party members who earlier
had a walk-out returned
to the House at 4-1]1 pm

Inlervening in the debate,
Law and Justice Minister Mirza
Golam Hafiz said. the
Opposition has a right 10 op-
pose any bill at the stage of its
introduetion but that right is
very limited. The Speaker. he
said. could allow an Opposition
member to hold a brief discus-
sion at the stage of introduc-
tion referring to Rule 78 of the
rules of procedures in this
connection.

Hafiz requested the experi-
enced Members of
3?90-&! not o waste time

the House by raising Points
of Order information unneces-
sarfly saying that the new
Members of the Sangsad had
many things to learn from
them
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posing the introduction of the
bill.

He said, it is against the
spirit of democracy and the
recent mass movement. There
is no provision of election in
the btlf he said adding. all ap-
pointments at different levels
in the Sangstha seek to be
filled up by nominations.

He said the Minister who
introduced the bill had not
scrutinised it thoroughly. The
bill. which earlier came in the
form of an ordinance during
the autocratic me of ex-
President Ershad should be
withdrawn and brought before
the House again with necessary
amendments, he s ted.

When the Speaker sought
the opinion of Tariqul Islam,
he pleaded for the introduc-
tion of the bill stating that
necessary amendments could
be brought at a later stage.

He ‘:gsl;ured the House that

. the considered opinions of the

Opposition Members would be

accepted.

¢ Speaker then put he

- Question of Introduction of the

bill for vote and the House gave
its the approval.

The Speaker then gave the
floor to the Industries Minister
who sought leave of the House

to introduce the sugar (Road
Development Cess)

(Amendment) Bill, 1991.
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Rashed Khan Menon
But the Workers' Party
member, Rashed Khan Menon
(Bartsal). objected to the in-
troduction of the bill saying
that the bill was designed to

. turn an ordinance promulgated

by the Ershad regime into a
law.

Menon said that the ordi-
nance was promulgated on
September 29 in 1990 when
the entire nation was engaged
in the anti-autocracy move-
ment.

Referring to the plights of
the s .
said in the past none could en-
sure fair prices for their pro-
duces. Now the BNP govern-
ment wants to introduce the
bill for enhancing the Road
Development Cess upto 25 per
cent.

He pointed out that Road
Cess in the sugar cane
arcas was su to be spent
for the development of roads
o the sugar mills so that the
larmers could carry their pro-
duces to the mill gate. But in
fact, he said, the revenue from
the Road Cess was being used
for the repair of the roads near
the residences of the minis-
ters.

Menon urged the govern-
ment to stop smuggling of
Indian sugar into the country
and lootings’ in the sugar sec-

tor first.

the attention of the
lnm House and Prime
Minister, Begum Khaleda Zia.
Menon requested her to with-
draw the bill. Otherwise. he
added."we would think we
have not been able 1o bring an
end to the autocratic rule but
have only ousted an autocrat.”

Replying to the objections
raised by Menon. the

Industries Minister said the
price of sugar cane had been
increased to Taka 37 from
Taka 3 per maund but the
Road Cess had not yet been in-
creased.

He pointed out the amend-
ment to the bill was brought in
the House to enhance the Road
Cess by paisha 12 per maund.
Moreover, this enhancer . nt
rate would be effective ‘ext
year.

Regarding smuggling of
sugar from India, the minister
said the sugar sector was fac-
ing a special problem for such
smuggling He referred to the
government’'s anti-smuggling
measures and said that it was
the BNP government which
had prevented the import of
sugar by Beximco, a multi-na-
tional firm.

Khan said the proposed en-
hancement of the Road Cess
had been fixed in consultation
with the sugarcane growers
and pleaded that the House
should allow him w0 introduce

the bill.
The tion to the intro-
duction of the bill was rejected

the House by voice vote and
minister introduced the

Parliament

ion of BSF violates norms

But Mohamad Asaduzzaman
(AL-Magura) raising objection
to the introduction of the bill
wanted to know as to whose
interest the government had
brought this amendment bill

He pointed out that the bill
was designed to give retro-
spective effect from January
24, 1991, and said there was
no provision for such
retrospective effect to any bill

He said under the p
amendments to the bill, pro-
visions were to be made to al-
low industrial loans without
deposits.

Asaduzzaman said the gov-
ermmment had brought this bill
to legal coverage to whose
whglv;ad already taken such
loans amounting to a total Taka
12,000 crore. This amount
still remained unrealised.

The Awami League member
requested the concerned min-
ister to withdraw the bill and
bring a fresh one for running
the banking sector properly
and investing the public money
viably.

Replying to the objections,
the Finance Minister said the
bill was aimed at controlling
the banking sector and proper
utilisation of public moncy.

The Finance Minister said
the banking sector remained
the worst affected sector dur-
mi he nine-year autocratic
rule of the last regime.

He pointed out that there
had been no comprehensive
guideline and rules in the
banking sector since 1972,
following the nationalisation of
banks. Since then the coun-
try’s banking sector had been
running as per presidential
orders.

The bill was introduced
after the objections against its
introduction was rejected by
the House.

Next, the Speaker gave the
floor to the Communications
Minister Col (Retd) O Ahmed
to seek leave of the House for
introducing the Motor
Vehicles (Amendment) Bill,
1991]. !

But opposing the introduc-
ton of the bill in principle,
Awami member Tofael
Ahmed (Bhola) said this bill
was brought to the House to
give legal coverage to an ordi-
nanee promulgated by the
Ershad government due to the
pressure exerted by the
Transport Owners' Association.

Saying that there was no
security of the people on the
roads and streets, he re-
quested the minister to with-
draw the bill.

Replying to the objections,
the Communications Minister
said the bill was aimed at
maintaining the continuity of
the government activities in
the motor vehicles sector.

The House rejected Tofael
Ahmed’'s objections to the bill
and it was introduced.

The Speaker then ad-
journed the House at 5.56 pm
for 20 minutes for the Asr

prayer.
Sheikh Razzak Ali

After the break for the Asr
prayer the House resumed its

sitting with uty Speaker
Razzak Alf in the Chair.
He gave his ruling on a spe-

clal privilege notice tabled by
Akhtaruzzaman Chowdhury
(AL-Chittagon regarding
news items by two
newspapers. He said the con-
cemed member did not take
any effort to substantiate that
the news items published
anything untrue.

The Chair ruled that a
member's
hampered if anything was pub-
lished about him in newspa-
pers.

The Deputy Speaker then
gave the floor to Law and
Justice Minister Mirza Golam
Haflz who moved the Supreme
Court Judges (Remuneration
and Privileges) Amendment
Bill, 1991.

He said a 10 per cent
Additional Dearness Allowance
was given to all employees of
government, semi-government
and autonomous body to face
inflation. The Judges of the
Supreme Court were the only

uﬁnﬂuﬁ..

Hafiz said the interim
government had allowed the
judges the additional 10 per
cent Dearness Allowance
through an Ordinance whose

duration would exptire on
5. He called upon the mﬂnm,

He said their benefits and

should be tmproved

urther for upholding thetr
prestige.

ernment was considering In
enhance the facilities of other

employces servi in the
Jmluy.l-lc the mem-
bers to pass the Bill unani-

mously.

over au A
is a black law and it
would do more harm than

Latifur Rahman

Latifur Rahman ‘Jltl:h.:;
Nawabganj) nest,
the bill was fraught with inac-
curacies and this also sought tc
maul the image of the people’s
representatives.

He urged the House to ex-
ercise caution in passing the
bill.

Salahuddin Yusuf (AL-
Khulna) said this bill was re-
dundant now since it had Jost
the relevance of usefulness.
Besides, he contended, the bill
relevant two months ago could
not be held valid in today's
circumstances.

Yusuf pleaded that the bill
be sent for eliciting public
opinion.

Sheikh Harun Ur Rashid
Mian (AL-Khulna) opined that
the bill would invariably affect
the image of the Union
Parishad representatives since
it would be used for serving
the goals of the ruling party.

Such a bill could not be
passed by the House, he said
and urged the House to send
to the bill for eliciting public
opinion.

The Deputy Speaker then
uested Barrister Abdus
Talukdar, Minister for

Local Government, Rural Deve-
lopment and Cooperatives, to
consider the Union Parishad
and Municipality (Special
Responsibility) Bill, 1991 and
invited Mr Nurul Islam Moni
(Ind-Barguna) to take the floor.

Mr Moni criticised the Bill
and said it resorted to tarnish
the image of the people's rep-
resentatives. He said a gov-
ernment order asking the
Chairman of a Union Parishad
or a municipality to discharge
his responsibilities was e
to make him work with hon-
esty.

Continuing he said that a
Chairman, being a people's
representative would feel in-
sulted if the Bill was :
He demanded of the Speaker
to circulate the Bill for elicit-

ing public opinion.
Next participant Haji

Rashed Mosharral said the
passing of the Bill would lower
the dignity of the people’s
representatives. He said that
their prestige and dignity
should not be questioned by
passing such a B}

He said the special respon-
sibility on the Union Parishad
Chairman and Municipality
Chairman was too big a task to
be accomplished by them. He
said they were subjected to
threat if they wanted to find
out the eriminals in their re-
spective areas. :

Haji Mosharrafl described
the Bill as a black law and de-
manded that the bill be circu-
lated by May 9. 1991, to elicit

public opinfons.

Salahuddin Yusuf
Participating in the discus-

sion on the amendments
moved by Nurul Islam Mont
(Ind-Barguna), Mr. Salahuddin
Yusufl (AL-Khuilna) and Col
(retd) Shawkat All (AL-
Shariatpur) said the Judges
were the custodians of law and
the constitution.

Considering the 1
of their job. the
be more fes. they
said adding. more judges
should be appointed so Lﬁt
the accumulated cases could
be disposed off quickly.

They demanded of the gov-
emment to bring a bill 1o sep-
arate the from the
Executive and publish the
National Pay Commisstion

Ihpartlm-lh-lll

-n:- ecarners including the
udges could lead an

should

e —————

preme Court judges should
bcﬁudnnﬂ::jhm

of their

present basic salary.
Fn&ciplung next, Khan
Tipu Sultan (AL-Jessore) said
that the dearness allowance be
increased from 10 per cent to
30 per cent. He also de-
manded that the judiciary be
separated from the executive
and all courts in upazilas be
brought back to the district

n the Deputy Speaker
r:glt:lted the members to
withdraw their amendments,
they obliged except Mr. Abu
Lais Mubin Chowdhury. The
Supreme Court Judges
(Remuneration and
(Amendment) Bill 1991, was
then passed unanimously by
the House amidst applause.

Abdul Matin Khasru

Pleading for circulating the
Bill for =Illlcultlng public opinfon,
Abdul Matin Khasru (AL-
Comilla) said if the bill was

passed it would be deemed as
an undemocratic and black

law.
Nazrul Islam

Principal M M Nazrul Islam
(AL-Mymensingh) said funda-
mental rights of the Unfon and
Pourashabha Chirmen and
members of these bodies
would be curbed if the bill was
passed. In this connection, he
pointed out that the Chairman
and the Union Parishad mem-
his area could do noth-
n his own House was

the miscreants on
14.

Shah Hadiuzzaman (AL-
Jessore)] and Advocate Md
Mostafizur Rahman (AL-
spoke in the

1
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S on the bill, the
Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina said it was a bill
with a difference. If the bill
was passed in its present form,
the political party in power
would abuse it by forcing the
Chairmen and members of
Untion Parishads and

Pourasabhas to the its line and
pursue its policy. she said.

She further said with the
enactment of the bill, the
Chairmen and members of
these local bodies would de-
vote more time in serving the
interests of the people in
power losing their neutral
character. Consequently they
would not be able to play their
due role for the benefit of the
people, she thought.

Sheikh Hasina called upon
the government to withdraw
the bill in order to respect
democracy. "Today you are in
the Treasury Bench. but in fu-
ture you may have to sit in the
opposition bench”, she said
addressing the ruling party
members.

Awami League leader Tofael
Ahmed wanted to speak on the
bill on behalf of Shudhangshu
Shekhar Halder., an Awami
League MP who was absent in
the House. but the Deputy
Speaker refused him permis-
sion since Halder had not au-
thorised Tofael through a let-

ter to the Speaker.
Opposition pleas rejected

The mover of the Bill. LGRD
and Cooperatives Minister
Barrister Abdus Slam
Talukder, said that on the ba-
sis of the request of opposition
members he wanted to with-
draw the Bill. his announce-
ment followed thumping of the
table by the opposition mem-
bers.

Barrister Talukder however
rejected some of the con-
tentions of the opposition
members nx‘tlv.- bill.

He said t objectives
of the Bill was very clear.

commissioners and chairmen
of Union Parishads and
Pourashabhas had played an
important role in holding the

Is in a free and fair atmo-
sphere. "We want to see all fu-
try free
why the
Bill was brought to the House".

Since the opposition mem-
bers. the LGRD and

saying
Suranjit Sen Gu would be
lblnetud'hm_l]":ﬂlm
appropriately

Initiating the discussion,
Awami League member
Salahuddin Yusuf (Khulna) said
that the Bill was aimed at en-
hancing

fund for the H uﬂtfl;:ln
Welfare Trust to Taka three
crore from Taka two crore.

Criticisin the Bill,
Sengu that none had
thought to discuss in the

House such a Bill tn an inde-
pendent Bangladesh so far

Pakistan had once been cre-
ated on the basis of the two-

He referred to the Article
28 of the constitution and said
it was clearly stated there that
the state shall not discriminate
any citizen on ground of reli-
gion, race caste, sex or place
of birth. He also pointed out
that the basic fundamental
state principles of the state
also guranteed equal rights to
all citizens irrespective of reli-
glons.

Sengupta, however, appre-
ciated the Bill but asked as to
why this Bill was brought for
the welfare of a particular

He pleaded for providing
similar facilities to the mem-
bers of other communities
like, Muslims. Buddhists and
Christians.

Sengupta regretted that
there was no recruitment from
the Hindu community in the
defence forces since the
change over of 1975.

Ol Ahmed

At this state., the Commu-
nications Minister Col [Retd)
Ol Ahmed took the floor on
point of order and refuted
Sengupta’s contention and said
there were many members of
the Hindu community serving
in the defence force of the
country. Giving a specific
example. he said Major Rakhal
Chandra Sarkar who was
serving in the GRP has been
enrolled in the army after
1975,

As soon as he resumed his
scat, another Treasury Bench
member took the floor and
criticised the statement of
Sengupta saying that Sengupta
was spreading communal feel-
ings in the House.

The Treasury Bench mem-
ber wanted to know |f
Sengupta was aware as to how
many Muslims have been kilied
in India by communal rots.

The Deputy Speaker then
put the Hindu Religious
Welfare Trust (Amendment)
Bill, 1991, to vote.

The bill was passed by voice
vote. The lone member belong-
ing to Ganatantree Party,
Suranjit Sengupta voled

against the bill.

Jamiruddin Sircar

Then the Chair gave the
floor to State Minister for Land
Barrister Jamiruddin Sircar 0
move the House Rent Control
Bill, 1991.

Moving the bill. the State
Minister said the bill was
brought for framing fairer rules
for controlling house-rent.

Nurul Islam Moni

Taking the floor for
amendment o the bill,
Islam Moni (Ind Barguna) said
“though we have ousted an au-

balanced bill ensuring the
rights of both the tenants and
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