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Sheikh Hasina, however,
demanded in parliament
Ershad’'s transfer to the
Central Jail in 12 hours’
ume.

Ershad's transfer to the
Central Jail was delayed as
the renovated ‘purano
hajat’ was during
the jail revolt. Fresh step
was taken to renovate the
damaged room for Er-
shad’'s internment.

Security measures also came
under fresh review in the
wake of the jail revolts.

Ershad's transfer to the
Central Jail was expedited
after Prime Minister
Khaleda Zia was allocated
the Home Ministry which
was earlier retained by
Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed.

The deposed president is
facing charges in the
special tribunals for
keeping unlicenced arms
at his cantonment
residence and possessing
a cash of Taka two crore
which was
disproportionate to his
known sources of income.

The Bureau of Anti-corrup-
tion has instituted several
cases against Ershad for

abusing power and
8q state funds.
These include in

the purchase of ATP

aircraft, allotment of RA-
JUK plot valued Takd four
crore to fake. aggrieved
persons at nominal prices,
approving over a dozen
unnecessary foreign trips
of his wife at the cost of
state funds and under-
taking frequent trips to
the Pir of Atrashi by
government helicopters.

A three-member commission
set up to investigate into
the allegations of

corruption, malpractices

and misuse of power by
deposed president Ershad
and some of his ministers
presented the first part of
its report to the Acting
President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed on

March 31.

The commission headed by
Justice Ansaruddin, in the
report, said it had
examined 53 allegations
against them so far and
found sufficient prima fa-
cie evidence in respect of
43 allegation.

Earlier, six former ministers
of Ershad’s cabinet were
shifted from Dhaka
Central Jail to different
other jails.

Major political parties and
APSU had been
demanding Ershad's
transfer to the Central Jail
from Gulshan sub-jail.

* Mizan protests
shifting of Ershad
to Central Jail

Mizanur Rahman Chow-
dhury and Shah Moazzem
Hossain, Acting Chairman and
General respectively
of Jatiya Party Friday
expres their surprise and
rotested over l:"l!l’ftmg of
rmer President Hussain

Muhammed Ershad to the
Dhaka Central Jail from the

Gulshan sub-jail, reports BSS.
joint statement, the
two Jatiya Party Ileaders
criticised the authorities for
transferring ex-President
Ershad, who 1is also the
Chairman of Jattya Party, to the
Central Jail one day after
the Eid-ul-Fitr festival
him from his wife

and son. expressed their

Iraq submits
weapons list
to UN

UNITED NATIONS, Apr 19:
Iraq still has ballistic missiles
and chemical weapons, Iraqi
UN ambassador Abdul Amir Al-
Anbari said on Thursday, but
added he did not think it was
in possession of any biological
weapons.

He told Reuters detatls
were contained in a letter he
had submitted to the office of
the UN Secretary General. in
accordance with an April 3
Gulf War ceasefire resolution
which calls for the scrapping
of Iraq's weapons of mass de-
struction.

Anbari{ was unable to give
details of the types and num-

Esho he Baishakh :: Chayanats new year's function at Ramna Green. More pictures on

concern at the security of
Ershad in the jail

bers of weapons and no copy of ‘

the list was made public.
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organisations held befitting

programmes to bid farewell to
the old year of Bengali
calendar with gratitude and
welcome the new year 1398
with fresh pledges to build the
country anew.

Traders and business com-
munity observed ‘'Halkhata'
festival by entertaining
customers with sweets to
mark the opening of a new
counts book.

In the capital Dhaka, the
day's programme began with
the traditional musical
function at the Ramna Green
by Chhayanat, a cultural
organisation.

The function enthralled
hundreds of people who
gathered at the Ramna Green
in the morning.

A huge colourful procession
portraying the Bengali folk
culture and tradition was
brought out in the city.

Jatiyatabadi Samajik
Sangskritik Sangstha (JASAS]),
cultural wing of BNP, held a
discussion mectil_‘r;gﬂaand
cultural function at t mna
Green.

LGRD Minister Abdus Salam
Talukder and State Minister
for Jute attended the function.

A week-long ‘Baishakhi
mela’ which began at Azimpur
Girls' School premises last
week, concluded on Monday.

The day was a closed
holiday. National datilies
brought out special

supplements highlighting the
significance of the day while
the Radio Bangladesh and
Bangladesh Television put up
special programmes.

on page 3.

Five-party
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Ahmed, Abdullah Sarkar, Bimal
Biswas, Sharif Nurul Ambia,
Siddiqur Rahman and Saiful
Hug.
The leaders said illegal
take-over must be done away
with to facilitate smooth work-
ing of elected governments in
future

They discussed the law and
order situation including the
jail revolts and called for
maintenance of peace and
order in all spheres of national
activities.

Prime Minister assured that
her ment would take ef-
fective steps to maintain law
and order at all cost.

The alliance leaders urged
the Prime Minister to take up
socio-economic programmes
for rehabilitation of the out-
lawed Sarbahara party mem-
bers.

They also demanded recog-
nition of martyrs of the last
nine-year anti-autocracy
movement as national heroes
and rehabilitation of their
families. :

Another big fire on Thurs-
day at about 2 pm gutted a
large number of thatched

Train accident
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formed immediately after the
accident held the drivers of
the incoming train responsible
for the accident as they vio-
lated the signal. Driver Khata-
mullah and assistant driver
Mohammad Ishaq of the In-
coming train have been ab-
sconding since the accident
Both of them have been put
under suspension by the au-
thorities.

Communications Minister
Col (retd) Of Ahmed, State
Minister for Environment,
Forestry and Livestock Abdul-
lah Al-Noman, State Minister
for Textiles Maj (retd) Abdul
Mannan, Railway Secretary Nu-
rul Momen Khan and other
high officials of the Railway vis-
ited the spot.

As directed by the Com-
munications Minister, another
investigation committee
headed by the Divisional
Commissioner was constituted

. in this regard. But no deadline

wnhu fixed for the committee to
submit its ingu re
Each of thcuywmed per-
sons was given a cash of Taka
5000 along with necessary
clothes.

Police dispersed a mob
when they attempted to set
fire to the incoming train.

Nomination invited

Punjab, Assam polls
postponed

NEW DELHI Apr 19: India's
sion announced it was
postponing elections set for
next month in the troubled
states of Punjab and Assam.
citing security consideration,
reports AFP.

The panel said in a state-
ment Friday night that a re-
vised election scheduled for

the two insurgency-hit border
states would be announced

The decision came after the
government expressed its in-
ability to provide additional se-
curity forces to the states in
view of security needs for the
India-wide polls to nt.

After a careful consideration
of the suggestion tendered in
the government communica-
tions on the need for post-
ponement of polls in Punjab
and Assam, the Election
Commission has decided to
postpone the poll, the state-
ment sadd.

The statement was released
about two hours after chief
Election Commissioner TN Se-
shan had strongly indicated a
postponement of the Punjab
and Assam polls.

He said federal Home Sec-
retary RK Bhargave had sug-
gested the postponement and
that the commission would
give the request “the most
careful consideration.”

Punjab and Assam were to
join the rest of India in the
May 20, 23 and 26 elections of
choose a new federal ia-
ment and to elect new legisla-
tures for the two states now
governed directly by New
Delhi.

President Ramaswamy Ven-
kataraman formally flagged off
the world's largest democratic
exercise Friday, inwviting 500
million Indians to elect their
representatives to federal par-
lament next month.

A presidential notification
cleared the way for the eclec-
tions on May 20, 23 and 26.

In northern Jammu and
Kashmir and in Punjab and As-
sam no elections will be held.

“The first formal process
for elections to the 10th par-
liament with the issue of
this notification,” the presi-
dential spokesman said. Filing

_of nominations was to be made

later Friday.
Uttar Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,

forcing the

, the notification said

The presidential notifica-
came an hour before the
Election Commission invited
contestants to file thetr nomi
nations. officials said. adding

that the poll panel will begin

scrutinising

Saturday.

The last date for the with-
drawal of candidature April 29
the commission has !

Hindu-Muslim

applications from

clash in Calcutta: J

25 injured

NEW DELHI, Apr 19: At
least 25 people were injured

in a rare case of Hindu-

m in the eastern
Indian city of Calcutta that
forced police to open fire, the
Press Trust of India(PTI) re-
ported, says AFP.

Police arrested 43 men fol-
lowing the violence, which
erupted after a bomb exploded
during a prayer meeting by
Muslims celebrating Eid-ul-
Fitr, triggering a pitched
street battle between Muslims
and Hindus.

The news agency sald “Two
groups from different commu-
nities” attacked each other
with stones and other missile,
and the clash ly spread to
adjoining residential areas,
police action.

PT]1 said police fired into
the crowd after baton charges
and tear gas failed to end the
clashes. But officials gave no
breakdown of the injuries, and
it was not known if the bomb
blast caused any damage.

Though Hindu-Muslim riots
are common in India, they are
a rare occurrence in West
Bengal, the Marxist-adminis-
tered eastern province of
which Calcutta is the capital

PTI quoted West Bengal
Home Secretary Manish Gupta
as saying that the situation in
Calcutta was “under control®
and that a large contingent of
armed police had been de-
ployed in the violence-hit ar-
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promise to return the two is-

lands in 1960 when Tokyo
signed a US-Japanese security
treaty.

Turning to the internal sit-
uation in the Soviet Union,
Gorbachev said the country
faced a real risk to its eco-
nomic security and political
stability, adding that "firm ac-
tion" was needed to save the
state.

But, he said, "You mustn't
confuse firm action with dicta-
torship.”

'‘On Tuesday the state
council wotild hold a special
meeting to draw up a treaty of
union which aims at establish-
ing a new federation among
the Soviet republics.

Reuter adds Gorbachev and
Japanese Prime Minister
Toshiki Kaifu wound up eight
hours of summit talks late on
Thursday, but neither side got
what they initially hoped for.

Gorbachev came seeking
massive financial help to revive
his country's hamstrung econ-
omy but ended up almost
empty-handed.

Kaifu entered the talks de-
termined to n some or all
of four islands off Japan's
northern coast that were oc-
cupied by Soviet forces in the
closing days of World War Il
All he extracted from Gor-
bachev was a pledge to carry
on negotiating.

Gorbachev told reporters
afterwards: "We broke a dead-
lock, but there is still a lot of
work to do ... a lot to think

Spviet S

Kaifu, at a separate press
conference, said: "It is one
achievement. It is such a con-
trast from earlier days that we
clearly confirmed the fssue of
the four islands.” ,

A senior Japanese official
told reporters early today: "If
you me if there was any
concrete advancement in the
negotiations 1 have to say no.
The outcome is a draw.” "It
was a good compromise,” one
Soviet official said.

Gorbachev arrived on Tues-
day for the first visit to Japan
by a Kremlin leader. Three
rounds of talks with Kaifu were
planned, But it rapidly became
clear the Kurile islands issue
would prove difficult to resolve
and three extra rounds were

The Soviet side offered to
reduce its military presence
on the islands start what it de-
scribed as mutually profitable
economic activity there, per-
mit Japanese to visit them
without visas, and increase ex-
changes between islanders and
Japanese.

The Japanese side, how-
ever, merely agreed to discuss
the points in the future and
refused point blank to start any
immediate infusion of
Japanese aid.

The joint declaration,
signed immediately after the
two men ended their final late
night session, recognised that
there was a dispute and com-
mitted both to working to-
wards a formal peace treaty on

ummit

World War IL

It also laid out the Soviet
proposals and recorded that
Japan agreed to talk about
them at a future, unspecified
date.

A Japanese official who took
part in the talks said no aid
would be released until a peace
treaty formally ending World
War Il had been signed. The
communique said only that the
two sides would work towards
that goal.

But he said Japan was
pleased that the islands were
named and their ownership
was now formally in question.
"We have been trying for
decades to put this on paper, "
he added.

A second gain for Tokyo was

that the territorial question
formed the core of negotia-
tions that the two sides agreed
to undertake to conclude a
formal World War Il peace
treaty.
Thirdly, the official said,
Japan to win mention
of the Japan-Soviet 1956 joint
declaration, if only indirectly,
in the final summit document.

In 1966 Moscow agreed to
hand back two of the islands in
return for conclusion of a
peace treaty, and to negotiate
on return of the others. But
when Japan signed a defence
treaty with Washington in
1960, Moscow repudiated
those pledges.

In their latest joint declara-
tion, the Soviet Union pro-
posed to reduce over five years
fts military presence

NAGASAKIUapan). Apr 19 :

Gorbachev, visiting

reports Reuter 1 would like to emphasize...
u'.llhrrm. to the idea of a nuclear-free world.

reports Reuter.
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| PLO team to talk to Baker

TUNIS, Apr 19 : The Palestine Liberation Organisation
given the green light for a Palestinian
Secretary of State James Baker in Jerusalem today .
sources in Tunis said. Bul the group will be reduced to
men who will hand memorandum to Baker, the

White House hails UN-Iraq accord

WASHINGTON, Apr 19 :

welcomed an
Nations to esta h

opera
U.S. troops. said presidential spokesman

reports AP.
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The accord, which is valid
until the end of this year,
stresses respect for Irag's
sovereignty and political inde-
pendence.

The American plan for
camps run by the US military
for Kurds near the Turkish
border, by contrast, has been
criticized by Iraq as interfer-
ence in its internal affairs.

UN Secretary-General Ja-
vier Perez de Cuellar has said
the positioning of foreign mi
litary personnel in Iraq poses

legal problems. He has said no
UN peacekeeping troops will
patrol the camps uniess there
is a Security Council resolution
authorizing the mowe.

The UN has appe
178 million dollars to help
most vulnerable people in |
and a further 400 million -
lars for refugees on the Turk-
ish and lranian borders.

AFP adds Alled comman-
ders discussed the plight of
Kurdish refugees with Iragi
officers today, but no agree-
ment was reached on the se-
tting up of camps, US General
John Shalikashvili said.

"No other meeting is sche-
duled. We will solve the pro-
blems through other chan-
nels,"Gen Shalikashvili said
after the 45 minute-long talks.

Setu, Baby
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their residences in the city
hours after Khokan was killed
at Zahurul Huq Hall. Both of
them were repeatedly present
at the hall room when Khokan
was shot. Police could not ar-
rest any other person in con-
nection with the murder till
Friday night.

Nothing about the girls'
three-day interrogation by po-
lice ending on Thursday was
available since the investiga-
tion officer of the case re-
mained out of the city till
Friday night. The investigation
officer left Dhaka for further
investigation of the case.
Police are looking for a four-
man gang, believed to have
been involved in the killing.
police sources said.

Meanwhile, a five-member
committee has been formed by
the Zahurul Haque Hall author-
ities to find out details about
the occupation of Room No
404 in which the murder oc-
curred. Dr Ashrafuddin
Ahmed, a house tutor of the
hall, is heading the committee
which has started functioning
after Eid.

According to a source, the
room was allotted to a student,
but it was allegedly used by
some outsiders like Khokan.
Three or four rooms of the hall
are still occupied by outsiders,
the source said.

Eid
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special "munajat® was offered
for the peace, progress and
prosperity of the country as
well as greater unity of the
Muslim ummah.

The Acting President
hosted a reception at Bangab-
haban in the evening,

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia, leader of the Op-
position in Parllament Sheikh
Hasina, cabinet members,
MPs, chiefs of the three ser-
vices and the elite attended
the reception.

Earlfer. the Acting Presi-
dent also hosted a reception
for the diplomats of Muslim

countries and exchanged Eid
greetings with them.

aled for
the

(More on page 3)

Kurds open talks

The talks were held at this
town S00 meters [yards) in-
side Iraq.

The allled de was
headed by Gen Shalikashvili,
commander of the allied relief
operation, along with a French,
a British and a Canadian Lieu-
tenant Colonel. They

two high-ranking Irag! officers.
The had

been scheduled for noon
(0900 GMT). but was put back
untfl 6:00 pm.

UN force to stay
in Kuwsit

The head of the UN
keeping mission said
his forces won't be fully de-
ployed on the Kuwait-iraq bor-
der for weeks, leaving in
tion who will sheiter
50,000 refugees there in
meantime.

The remarks by Austrian
Maj Gen Gunther Greindl sug-
F“md US forces may remain
or several more weeks in a
narrow strip of southern lrag,
where they Lve been running
refugees camps for Iragis flee-
ing civil unrest in the after-
math of the Gulf War.

Greindl said some United
Nations military observers
were scheduled to arrive Sat-
urday in Kuwait City and would
be sent soon to the UN-estab-
lished buffer zone straddling
the Kuwait-lraq border.

"The moment we have mili-
tary observers and vehicles
available, we will establish an
immediate nce in the
demilitarized zone.” Greindl
told a news conference.

FAO assistance
pledged

The Food and ulture
Organisation (FAO) of the
United Nations would extend
all assistant to the present

government to help
the condition of the of

Bmmklh. reports BSS!
was stated by the FAO
Regional Director for Asia and
Pacific A.ZM. Obaidullah Khan
when he called on Prime Min-
ister Begum Khaleda Zia at her

residence Friday.

Khan conveyed the rt-
of Director General of FAO
Saohas to the Prime
Minister. He apprised the
Prime Minister of the -

grammes taken by FAO to
Bangladesh in its effort for

rogress.

’ The Prime Minister briefed
Khan of her governments
commitment to tnople and
uplift of

programmes for
the country.

FAO Resident Representa-
tive in Bangladesh Peter Myers
was present on the occaston.

Another reports says: Obai-
dullah Khan also called on
Awami League President and
Leader of the tion in
Parliament Hasina at
Bangabandhu Bhaban Friday.

The Awami League Presid-
ium member and Depuly
Leader of the ition in
Parliament Abdus Samad Azad,
party General Secretary
Sajeda Chowdhury and FAO
Representative in
Peter Myers were present on
the occaston.

Khan apprised Sheikh
Hasina of lﬂe future pro-
gramme on lel-
ture of FAO in

Sheikh Hasina appreciated
the role of FAD in promoting
the socio-economic condition
of the le of Bangladesh
and for continuation of
its role in the country.

il



