The number of students
sceking admission to Dhaka
University is increasing each
year. But seats in its 36 de-
partments are not increasing
accordingly.

It is gathered that 43 thou-
sand application forms were
sold out by the U this
year to admission seckers
against only 3,692 seats. In
1990 the number of admission
seckers was 39 thousand
against 3,500 seats.

The number of applicants
was 36 thousand against 3,500
scats in 1989, '

in 1989 the University re-
cetved 10 applications against
cach scal. In 1990 and 1991
the number of applications re-
celved against each seat were
about 11 and 12 respectively.
In other words 90 per cent of
th= applicants return disap-
pointed each year even though
they have the requisite qualifi-

" eleven hundred seats.

Mounting in DU

cations to get admitted to the
University. The situation is the
same in other universities and

important colleges of the
country.
In Dhaka University this

year 13,455 studehts appeared
in the admission test of 'Ka'

unit (Science faculty) against
The

number of units in other units
were: 9.400 in 'Kha' [Arts fac-
ulty). 6.010 in '‘Ga’ (Commerce

faculty) and 14.213 in 'Gha'

units against 1600. 650 and
475 seats respectively.

Candidates who want to get
themselves admitted to Arts or
Commerce facilities from
Science group have to appear
in the admission test of 'Gha’
unit where the competition is
the most ;

A Dhaka University teacher
told this correspondent that
shortage of higher educational
institutions is the main cause

Sohel Manzur

of the heavy pressure of admis-
sion seckers. He says even
though the population of

sh and the number of
Higher Secondary Certificate
(HSC) pass outs continued to
increase the number of uni-
versities did not increase over
the last 19 years of indepen-
dence. But during the same
penod as many as 15 new uni-
versitics have been established
in Pakistan. :

In Bangladesh out of three
new universities that have

been initiated over the last one
decade only the Islamic uni-
versity has started functioning
partially. The Shahjalal
University of Science and
Technology, Sylhet; and the
Khulna University are still at
the construction stage. Proper
functioning of the Islamic
University has been affected
by repeated shifting of its site

since 1982, Thus the pressure
on the existing universities is
mounting. Dhaka University,
the largest university in the
country, is experiencing the
maximum pressure.

The Dhaka University
teacher said that sessions-jam
is also straining the physical
facilities of the universities
preventing them from offering
more seats.

: It s gathered that
the Dhaka University authori-
ties have to accommodate
about two extra batches of six
thousand students due to ses-
sions-jam. Students take six
ycars to complete years of
honours and master's courses.

According to him the pres-
sure is higher also because the
authorities have [ailed to at-
tract students to honours pro-
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Academic year: September
to July

University entrance

Foreign students seeiing
admission as undergraduates
to universitics and technical,
medical and agricultural insti-
tutions in the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republic (at which
full course last 5 to 6 years)
should be aged between 17
and 35 and should have com-
pleted secondary education.
Postgraduate education stu-
dentships (lasting 3 to 4 years)
are open to graduates of up to
35 years of age with master’s
degree and at least 2 years'
practical experience in area oi
speciality.

Specialists and teachers
who have completed their
higher education may be ad-
mitted to advanced training
and refresher course (lasting |
or 2 years). Studentships and
ficld work are regarded as in-
dividual forms of instruction.
Preparatory courses (usually
lasting | year) are available in

troubles.

With a permanent smile on
his face., he spilled on his
mother’s books and even spat
on her. At the age of 10, he did
not know which shoe to put on
which foot. '

He had been rejected by
several ordinary primary
schools before his mother sent
him to a special school for the
retarded in Beijing 10 years
agn '

@ing Yan, the mother. did
not expect that the special ed
ucation for the retarded has
enabled his son. who suffered
brain damage during an acute

eplieptic sefzure at age 6. to
make a living by sewing when

he graduated last year.
1 used w take the special
;I?nnl as a baby-sitter.” she

The Xicheng Special School
for the Retarded in Beijing s
one of the country's 158 spe-
clal schools and 200 special
classes attached to ordinary
schools that allow retarded
children to learn at their own
rate insicad of facing the pres
sure and humiliation of trying
to keep up with normal chil

The school., which is aca-
demically equivalent o junior
vocational schools. only admits
those aged between seven and
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Tips on Study Abroad: Co

various universities to enable
foreign students from different
educational backgrounds to
qualily for entrance to course
in their chosen fields of study.

Applications for admission
to courses (unless otherwise
specified below) should be ad-
dressed to the Ministry of
Higher and Secondary Special-
ized Education USSR and
submitted by 1 of current
year (for graduates ) and by 15
March (for other students)
through the candidate's gov-
ernment to the Soviet diplo-
matic representative in the
country concerned.

Application procedures
Foreign citizens are admit-
ted to USSR educational insti-
tutions: (a) on the basis of in-
ter-state agreements and plans

for cultural and scientific co- .

operation between the USSR
and foreign countries; (b) on
scholarships allocated by the
Sovict Union for the Council
for Mutual Economic Aid
(Comecon), the United Nations

eyt e Retarded Children

Educational Scientific and Cul-
tural Organization (Unesco),
the World Health tzation
(WHO), the World Meteorolog

ical Organization (WMO). the

International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) and other in-
ternational organizations; (c)
on scholarships allocated to
the corresponding public for-
eign organizations E;'J the fol-
lowing Soviet public organiza-
tions : ‘All-Unfon Central Coun-
cil of Trade Union, the USSR
Youth tions Commit-
tee, the Union of Soviet Soci-
cties for Friendship and Cul-
tural Relations with Foreign
Countries, the Soviet-Afro-
Asian Solidarity Committee,
the Soviet Women's Commit-
tee, the Centrosoyuz (The Cen-
tral Alliance of Consumer Soci-
eties of the USSR) and the
Soviet Society for Cultural Re-
lations with Compatriots
Abroad (The Rodina ).
The Patrice Lumumba -
ple’s Friendship University en-
rolls foreign students in ac-
cordance with the University

The plan is to have 3.2 million retarded children
reach literacy level by year 2000 by Aixi.

11 with IQ (Intelligence Quo-
tient) between 75 and 50. ac

.cording to Zhang Tianlun. the

principal

Medical experts say in
China those whose IQ ranged
from 75 downward are consid-
cred retarded. [The average IQ
is about 100.) Those at the low
end of the scale cannot take
carc ol themselves and need
spccial care. But the others
can be educatedto some ex-
tent, with care and patience.

Before admission, the re-
tarded children are inter-
v;;nud by teachers to see if
' can speak properly, count
figures or identify colours. The
children also take an IQ test.

“Special education” tn China
aims at making the retarded
sell-sufficient and able 1o hold
jobs within their capacity.
Thus, most special schools of-
fer vocational courses such as

latloring, weaving and machine
embroidery.

Upon graduation last year,
the students of the Xi Cheng

L!
%ﬂ;

Students

-

— e e e

of primary level particpating in & handwriting contest held recently at the

special school received a
medical checkup. which

showed that their IQ increased
an average of five points com
pared with their IQ upon en-
tering the school.

The checkup showed that
the students have made
greater achievement in body
coordination and sell-care than
in speaking aLility. Teacher
said this is because China does
not have suitable teaching ma-
terials for language improve-
ment.

In China. teachers help stu-
dents
speech by teaching them to
recite tongue twisters and
doggerel, said Cai Wen, the
teaching director.

Though years of special ed-
ucation have taught the stu-
dents some basic skills such as
sewing and embroidery, facto-
ries are reluctant to employ
them. This is because, some
factory directors say. of the

possible troubles that they may
cause outweigh the contribu-

i

urses

with difficulties in

National Museum

Charter.

Language
Russian is the language of

instruction. Preparatory cour-
ses in Russian are available at

the universities of Moscow,
Erevan, Irkutsk, Kiev, Khar-
kov, Minsk, Voronez, Donetsk,
Lijvov, Kishinev and Tashkent,
the. Patrice Lumumba
Friendship University, the

Institute of Ol and
Chemistry Baku, the
Polytechnical Institute, the
Moscow Highway Engineering
Institute, the
Agricultural Institute Krasno-
dar and the Medical Institute
of Rostov, the Volgograd
Polytechnical Institute, the
Voronez Technological Insti-
tute, the Irkutsk Polytechnical
Institute, the Kalinin Polytech-
nical [nstitute; the Rostov
Institute of Agricultural
Machine Constructing the Kiev
Institute of Civil

the Odessa Polytechnical Insti-
tute, the Kharkov Polytechni-
cal Institute, the First Medical

tion they make to the factories.

It was with some prodding
[rom the Beijing Municipal
Government that some gar-
ment {actorics handed out job
offers last year for the Xicheng
school's first batch of gradu-
ates, according to Principal
7hang

Gu Peng and his classmates
should consider themselves
lucky. as they are the few who
have an opportunity to receive
special education.

According to Wang Zhu, an
offictal with the Special Edu-
cation Department of the State
Education Commission, China
has 10.17 million mentally re-
tarded people. four million of
them between the s seven
and 15. Special schools can
only accommodate 20.000
mentally retarded children.

The majority, mostly in the ru-
ral areas, recetve no education.

Those who are kept out of
school are much of a burden to
their families. For example,
Qin Yan, Gu Pengs mother,
used to lock her son up at
home because there was no-
body to look after him.

This, she said. only made
his condition worse. Other-
wise, she took him 0o work,
which did not solve the prob-
lem. because he was in the
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E“i?”émre——-ﬁ Education
Pressure of Admission Seekers

grammes of University col-
leges by creating adequate fa-
cilities. Thus students .frem
colleges affiliated to
University ultimately queue up
at the University proper for
admission.

Prof. Maniruzzaman Miah,
Vice-Chancellor of the
University told this reporter
that seats in different depart-
ments of the University are not
increased due to lack of
physical facilities. '

He said there was shortage
of laboratory and class-room
space, and seats in the stu-
dent-dormitories.

The DU Vice-Chancellor
hoped that the problem might
ease to some extent {f the
University succeeded in’ elimi-
nating the problem of ses-

sions-jam.

Offered in USSR

Institute of Len ad, the
Medical Institute of Vinnitsa,
the Medical Institute of Za-
porozie, the Kishinev Agricul-
tural Institute, the ural
Academy of Byelorussia, the
Tashkent Institute of Irrigation
and Mechanization of Agricul-
ture, the Agricultural Institute
of Tajikistan, the Astrakhan
Institute of Fish Tec
Moscow State Conservatoire
and the Kiev Institute of Civil
Aviation ring.
Scholarship holders receive
monthly allowances depending

on the length of study plus
free tuition and medical care,

book allowances, fare back to
home country (only for those
who have successfully com-
pleted their studies) and
warm-clothing allowances for
foreign citizens arriving to at-
tend courses lasting more than
a year. Low -cost hostel ac-
commodation is available to
scholarship holders.

Abroad poblicd by Unesoo.

S the twentieth century
A draws to a close, in the

so-called industrialized
countrics, rcading, writing and
arithmelic, the three
universally-accepted comp-
oncnis  of literacy, are
considcred normal skills that

cveryone must masltcer.
Especially since in these
countries schooling is gener-
ally compulsory free, and

somelimes has been so for
more than a century, and it is
the duty of the school to teach
thesc skills. It would seem in
conccivable that a person who
has attended school for many
years should be unable to read
on rcaching adulthood, espe-
clally in socicties where the
written word (s practically
indispensable to everyday sur-
vival. The general reaction to
the existence of flliteracy is
onc ol amazement and in-
credulity,

Recent revelation
To be flliterate in a country
where for several decades
there has been a struggle
against illiteracy 1s a far worse
hand than it §s in a cou
"h‘l'::l'ﬂl v

rule. In industrialized socicties
the flliterate are the victims of

nnumnillwmﬂ'm
which often causes them to
feel nlunnd.hulﬂnuthq
:nd o conceal their exis-

nce, it was a long time be-
fore they were noticed. Was
this oversight delfberate or
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A student looking through a microscope in a lab in the science buil

By Jean-Pierre Velis

the constant rise in the quali-
fication required, is leaving
functional {lliterates behind.
Whenever a firm reduces its
stall, closes down or intro-

the government measures to
which in gave rise (such as the
creation of an agency for adult
literacy), have often been
taken as modcls. Finally, this
revelation encouraged reflec-
tion on the concept of illiter-
acy and its persistence in
wcalthy socicties that are
proud of their culture and
their record of school atten-
dance,

Another form of illiteracy

There have always been il-
literates in the industrialized
countries, but the public has
not always been a were of their
existence, and their numbers
gradually declined to the point

where they were statistically
negligible. As schooli has
become more widesp and

education has become more
democratic, their numbers
have constantly decreased in
recent decades while the gen-
eral level of education has
riscn. So is this a question of
much ado about nothing?
These flliterate people are
adults who have attended
school and have had some con-
tact with reading and writing,
They may know the alphabet
and even be just about capable
of deciphering a few words.
They may be able to write a

little. They may recognize hig-
ures and be able to do a few
sums, but their knowledge in
these fields is rudimentary and
insufficient for them to cope
easily with everyday life. They
are not totally illiterate, but
they are flliterate in the con-
text of the socicty in which
they live. For this reason the
term most frequently used to
describe their situation is
“functional iifteracy”, a relative
notion the content of which
may vary widely at different
times, in different countries
and even in different regions.
These functional illiterates
are not a recent m
A specific form of iiliteracy has
arisen In contemporary
Western societies in which
structural developments in
employment have resulted iIn

levels
of training and
in rural societies where

duces new technologics,
workers hitherto considered
competent and cfficient are
devalued, incapable of being
retrained because their read-
ing, writing and calculation
skills are inadequate. Labelled
as “functional flliterates”, they
find themselves queuing up in

employment cies or re-
ceiving some form of public
assistance.

It is not surprising that
functional illiteracy should
have ben rediscovered in the
carly 1970s-the time of the

first ofl crisis, the beginning of
the world economic crisis and

the spectacular rise in uncm-
ployment, especially among

young people.

It soon became clear that
there was a close correlation
between poverty and illiteracy,
though it was not possible to
unravel cause and effect.
Hence the battle against fllit-
eracy from the beginning has
been seen as an activity with

social and humanitarian conno-
tations.

A number of countrics have
sought the help of voluntary
workers-mothers willing to
give their [ree time or retired
people-on the principle that
peoplc who know how to read,
write and count should be able
to pass on their knowledge, if
only for a few hours a week, to
those who do not.
Unfortunately there have been
many disappointments and
sctbacks. Lack of method:

leaching materials suitable’

only for immigrants, the ab-
sence of training facilities for
voluntary teachers, have led
even the most enthusiastie to
despair. In addition, even to-
day, financial resources are
often insufficient, and

from the authorities is
half-hearted. Where adult fllit-
erates are concerned, help has
almost always come from vol-
unlary associations
by social workers.
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the centre of an alarmist eco-
nomic sccnarto. In  North
America it has been the sub-
ject of a number of reports and
studies whose conclusions
have been voiced by political
leaders and industrialists
swayed by the simple argu-
ment that {lliteracy is expen-

cty is estimated, as
icast, to amount to C$10
lion a year." Functional flliter-
acy is to-
morrow will be even more so
since in the long term Mt
wcakens a country's competi-
tivity on the economic
market.
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And so mecasures to solve
the problem cannot be lefl ex-

clusively to woluntary workers.

which are all 100 ofien
shrouded and become one of
the main concerns of the

standards of knowledge
currently exclude them from
the




