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Special security measures taken

The former president, who

Deposed President H. M.
Ershad was shifted to
Dhaka Central Jail on
Thursday night f{rom
Gulshan sub-jail. He had
been interned in Gulshan
sub-jail since his arrest on
December 12.

A chocolate colour safari clad
Ershad was escorted by
two senior police officials
to the Central Jail at about
11-15 pm, jail sources
said. .

His wife, Begum Raushan
Ershad and son Shaad
Ershad are still in Gulshan
sub-jail, the sources said.

stepped down on
December- 6 last year in
the face of a mass upsurge
against his nine-year-long
dutocratic rule, was ar-
rested on December 12
under the Special Powers
* Act. He was put under
preventive detention in a

By Staff Correspondent

ment house in posh
Gulshan residential area
along with Raushan
Ershad and their son. The
Gulshan villa was later

. turned into a sub-jail.

Ershad has been accommo-
dated in a two-room cell
called 'purano (old) hajat’,
which has . been fully
renovated for the former
prestdent. 'Purano hajat’
was earlier used as staff
hospital.

At his new place of intern-
ment, Ershad gets the
privileges of first class
division. He has been
provided separate ac-
commodation and cooking
arrangements, jail sources
sajd.

Special security measures
have been taken both
inside and outside the
Central Jail. Extra
reinforcements of BDR
and armed police are

guarding the former
president inside the jail.
Round-the-clock vigilance
has been arranged. Out-
side the jail premises,
special BDR and armed
police battalions are
waiting in vans.

Jail sources said the room in
which Ershad is staying is
nearly 40 feet by 50 feet
in size. Special
arrangements have been
made to cook food for
Ershad under the supervi-
sion of the jail authorities
within the premises of
his cell, the sources said.

The ousted president has

been provided with four

fans but no airconditioner.

Asked about the possibility

of providing A/C in

Ershad’'s room, a jail

source declined to make

any comment.
April 10, Prime Minister

Begum Khaleda Zia

On

Ershad shifted to Central Jail

declared in the Jatiyo
Sangsad (parliament) that
she would take necessary
steps to transfer Ershad to
the Central Jail within 12
hours. Sheikh Hasina and
other members of the
Opposition Bench sup-
ported the move, but
members of Jatiyo Party!
of which Ershad is
chairman staged a walkout
in protest.

During the election cam-
paign, BNP insisted on Er-
shad's transfer to the
Central Jail from the post
Gulshan villa. All-Party
Students Unity (APSU)
also demanded |his
transfer to the Central
Jail. But Awami League
Chief Sheikh Hasina said,
‘It does not matier where
he (Ershad) stays, but he
should be tried.’

As the Leader of Opposition,

See Page 10 Col. 1
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Eid congregation at the National Eidgah in Dhaka Wednesday.

TEHERAN, Apr 19 : Repre-

| sentatives of Iraq's main Kur-

dish rebel groups have been
holding negotiations with the
Iragi government in Baghdad
since Th , & source close
to the rchels said here today,
reports AFP.

The source said four mem-
bers of the Kurdistan Front, an
umbrella organisation for the
rebels. were de the re-

| lease of all prisoners "before

any accord.”

Foreign Minister Ahmad
Hussein Al-Khodair is repre-
senting the Iraqi Government,
the source said, declining to
be named.

Earlier AP said: A senior

Kurds,Baghdad

United Nations officials

Friday that an reement

with authori-
ties to help Kurdish refugees’
return home would remain an

"empty shell” if mments
withhold urgently needed
funds AP. -

. reports AP.
Sadruddin Aga Khan, who 1s
in charge of humanitarian ef-
forts in the Gulf, said there
would need to be "very serious
consultations.” before any UN
involvement in the Kurdish

refugee planned by the
American ;
He tojd a press conference

the UN did not have the re-
sources to such a mas-
sive operation at short notice.

Big fire |

In city

By Staff Correspondent

Two incidents of devastat-
ing fire iIn the during the
last two days of Eid vaca

A fire broke out on Friday
afternoon at Ramkrishna Mis-
sion Road and gutied a print-
ing and packaging complex.
According to Fire Service
sources, the fire originated at
the Link International Packag-
ing and Printing Ltd at 3-48
pm and soon cngulfed the

5 killed, 24 hurt as

open talks

"We are no match for hun-
dreds of (US) helicopters and
thousands of " he said.

He added that conflicting
American and U.N, plans for
the re would likely be
recon in the future. But
he said he did not know when
or how.

Sadruddin and Iraq's new
Foreign Minister Ahmed Hus-
sein Khuddayer Al-Sammaraef
on Thursday signed an agree-
ment on joint reliel efforts for
Iragi’'s uprooted during and
after the Gulf War. It provides
for the establishment of UN
relief centres to help refugees
return home.

See Page 10 Col. 7

train hits another

From Our Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Apr 19 : At
least five persons were killed
and 24 others injured when
two passenger trains met an

gers.

Two Rallway employees —
ABM Raisuddin (45) and Sajal
Mia (25) — and passengers —
Maftzur Rahman Majumder
(32) and an unidentified per-
son died on the spot while the
22 -year-old woman succumbed
to her injuries on way to hospi-
tal.

Of the injured, 12 were
admitted to the Chittagon
Medical College Hospita
({CMCH) and two to the Chit-
tagong Railway Hospital. Ten
other injured persons were re-
leased after first aid.

A four-member probe body

See Page 10 Col. 4
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Eid-ul-Fitr
celebrated

Eid-ul-Fitr, the est re-
ligious festival of the Muslims,
was celebrated t the
coun on Wednesday with
due solemnity, reports UNB.

In the capital, the main Eid
congregations was held at the
National Eidgah at High Court
premises where Acting Presi-
dent Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed offered his prayer.

Several ministers and
diplomats on Muslims coun-
tries also offered their prayers
in the Eidgha. Khetib of Baitul
Mukarramm National Mosque
Moulana Obaidul Huq led the
prayer.

in all the congregations

See Page 10 Col. 7

Setu, Baby
sent to jail

By Staff Correspondent

Two college girls, Setu and
Baby. arrested in connection
with Khokan murder case,
were sent o the Dhaka Central
Jaill on Thursday morning.

Earlier, they were produced
before the court of Chief
Metropolitan Magistrate fol-
lowing their three-day police
remand

Moinul Hassan Khokan (23)
was murdered in Room No
404 of Zahurul Huq Hall of
Dhaka U on Saturday.

Setu and ., students of
Habibullah Bahar College and
Stdhweshwary College :

tively, were arrested m
See Page 10 Col. 7

Japan-Soviet

TOKYO, Apr 19: Soviet

| President Mikhail Gorbachev

summit fails

h“:yihhﬂ'hﬂ!htu!
time" setting preconditions
and taking an intransigent
stance on the issue.
u-‘llr =mdmm me
most s and un-
productive thing is when you
draw up a model and try to

impose it in an artifictal way, “

he added.
“Whenever you have an ul
from one

| 4 incllidjng BDR man killed
- BSF incursion into

MEHERPUR, Apr 19: At
least three Bangladesh nation-
als, incluidng one BDR per-
sonnel, were killed in an ex-
change of fire with Indian
Border Security Forces (BSF)
at the frontier outpost of
Kazipur in Gangni upazila to-
day, reports UNB.

BDR sources said the skir-
mish erupted early today when
the Indian BSF indis-
criminate fire on Bangladesh
territory.

The two civililans killed
were’ Mdentified as  Akvam
Heossain, son of Osman Ghani,
and Mcokbul Hossain, son of
Kasimuddin, both from Kazipur

BDR Naik Subedar Abdur
Rauf who recetved bullet injury
during the exchange of fire
died while he was being taken
to Gangnd hospital.

The sources said at least
two people — one civililan and
e BDR jawan — were seriously

red in sporadic exc

fire which continued till this
afternoon.

Exchange of fire between
BDR and BSF were also re-

rted from Dharmada and

Meherpur village

Chilmari border outposts to-
day, BDR sources said.

The border skirmish today
was a sequel to another border
clash last Sunday in which a
BDR personnel was killed
when BSF oepned fire on
Badipara village of Meherpur
district, local people said.

Meanwhole, BDR sources in
Dhaka this said that a
BSF personnel was killed in
today's clash and the body was
m on Bangladesh territory

Two were report-

~ odly Killed and two BDR ja #ins

injured du:ing the clash, they
said. The injured BDR jawans
were being sent to Dhaka for
treatment.

Local peo sald indian
BSF have lised additional
troops on their side of the

border,

The body of the BSF per-
sonnel, killed in today's clash,
was handed over during a flag
meeting between BDR and the
Indian BSF at 7 this eveni

During the meeting, lgbﬁ

a claim with the Indian
BSF for Tk 50 lakh as compen-

sation for damages caused to
Bangladesh nationals.

b

Drive carefully and observe
all traffic rules. The man
you are likely to kill by rash
driving may be yourself.
E
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Consensus on
form of govt

urgent, S-party
tells Khaleda

Leaders of the Five-party al-
llance Friday called on Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia at
her residence and discussed
different political fssues in-
cluding the form of govern-
ment, UNB.

The leaders stressed on
initiating discussions among
the leaders of the three main-
line alliance and their parlia-
mentary groups immediately to
reach a consensus on the sys-
tem of government.

ﬂny-dvocmdr:}mﬂhntn
E:nt [m:::ym presiden-
tial system to f what they
said outlines of the November
:l‘d)olntdmhﬂmnnfﬂ!?'.ﬂ

5 party alllances.

The leaders said that estab-

lishment of parliamentary sys-

tem would institutionalise
democracy in the ;

Begum Zia mﬁmm
leaders that the issue was be-
ing discussed in the party
hierarchy.

The Five-party leaders who
called on the Prime Minister

included Rashed Khan Menon
MP, Hasanul Huq lnu, Kazi Arif

See Page 10 Col. 3

Hasina happy
at moving
Ershad to jail

Awami League chiefl and
Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament, Sheikh Hasina,
called on the Acting President,
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed,
at his official residence in
Dhaka on Friday. reports BSS.

Sheikh Hasina conveyed Eid
greetings to the Acting
President as she could net
attend the Eid reception at
Bangabhaban because of her

indisposition.

The Awami League chief
expressed her great
satisfaction that former

President Ershad, who (s

fact on several charges.
hw shifted to Dhaka
Central Jafl

Awami League Ileader

Mohammad Nasim MP, was

present.
Pahela
Baishakh
celebrated

Pahela Baishakh, the first
day of the Be new year,
was celebrated t the
country amid traditional pomp
and festivities, reports UNB.

Various socio-cultural

See Page 10 Col. 3
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