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Safe zones for Kurds
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llion

airlifted 2.7

n“m : rations, Kir-

In addition, 20 trucks lelt
incirlik or the border arca car-

m army rations, Kir-
sadd.
Meanwhile, two US ships,

, a Foreign Ministry
statement said.

setting up temporary settle-
ments in Turkish-lragi border
regions and northerm Iraq to
help meet the most urgent
needs of Iragis

President Bush said
Thursday the United States
would not use US troops to
guarantee the security ol Kur-
dish refugees in Iraq.

" I'm not going to involve
any American troops in the
civil war in Iraq.” he said. "l
want those kids to come
home."

Bush made the comment at

the end of two hours ol talks at |

the White House with Luxem-
bourg Prime Minister Jacques
Santer, the current President
ol European Community's (EC)
Council of Ministers, and Eu-
ropean Commission President

Jacgques Delors.

Iranian President Hashemi
Rafanjani Friday blamed the
United States a‘{" turmail in
Iraq and said the West leared a
democratic government In

Baghdad would jeopardies its

interests.

also said Iranians
had sent Iraq food in deflance
of a UN and helped it
*all the way, except In

Rafsan told a large gath-

ering of Muslim devotees
gathered for Friday prayers in

wcapons.”

Tehran that the United States

is responsible for "what hap-
pened and is happening in the
region.”

His comments were made
available to The Associated
Press in Nicosia.
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ensure law and order... and |
don't think she has any moral
right to retain this ministry”,
Hasina said. "It would have
been prudent to keep the

Home Ministry with the Acting -

President for security of the
people.”

The Awami League Presi-
dent blamed the pro-BNP Ch-
hatra Dal activists for
"dastardly killing" of Sharif in
broad daylight and said armed
hooliganism unleashed by the
BNP activists across the coun-
try had once again exposed
their “terrorist character”.

General people are passing
their days in tmare and ut-
ter frustration in the wake of
soaring prices of essentials in
one hand and free-style terror-
ism on the other, she added.

Referring to Wednesday's
parliamentary debate on shift-
ing ousted President Ershad to
Dhaka Central Jail, Hasina
wondered why Prime Minister

Zia was to send Er-
mmh umnr';ﬂ from the
Gulshan sub-jail even after pas-
sage of 72 hours.

"Begum Zia sought my opin-
jon in the House and | told her
to send Ershad to central jail
within 12 hours. But 72 hours
have passed, and yet Begum
Zia could not send him to
Dhaka Central Jail,” she said.

People want to know the
reason behind it, Hasina said.
"Is it because of any clandes-
tine deal or understanding be-
tween Begum Zia and Ershad?”

The lftar party hosted by
the Awami League unit Ward
No 17 was also addressed by
Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion Abdus Samad Azad MP and
party General Secretary Begum
Sajeda Chowdhury MP. Tolael
Ahmed MP and Mozallar Hos-
sain Paltu were among others

present.

Search for bodies
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no fresh recovery.

The inhabitants of the area
still believe that more victims
remain trapped under the de-
bris, but Fire Service -
nel ruled out any ty of
finding more bodies from the
rubble.

The roof of the undercon-
struction mills caved in trap-
ping construction workers
Wednesday afternoon when a
nor'wester lashed the area.

The Fire Service personnel
along with the Titas Gas tech-
niclans assisted by the local
administration resumed search
Friday morning and ended at
4.30 pm on the day but fafled
to find any more bodies.

During the first two days of
search, 13 bodfes and 13
severely injured labourers
were - recovered. The injured
persons are going under
treatment at the hospitals in

and Dhaka.

UNB adds : Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia Friday
thanked the local people and
labourers and the workers and
engineers of Spic-Cepag, a
foreign construction firm, for
heIpI:f in the rescue opera-
tion of the tornado victims in

Sripur.

Begum Zia also appreciated

the active cooperation of
members of the Armed Forces,
Fire Service, local adminisira-
tion, ansars and doctors and
employees of the health com-
plex in the rescue operation
and treatment of the injured.
It is the moral responsibil-
zeuf us all to come in aid of

affected at the time of any

disaster, she reminded.

Editor :

C/A, Dhaka-1000 and printed by him at

The Awami League chief
also accused BNP of betraying
the nation by breaching its
election pledge on exempting
interest of agriculture loans
upte taka 10,000.

This party bluffed the elec-
torates with false promises
only to capture power, Hasina
said, adding that the BNP also
betrayed with the anti-autoc-
racy movement by retreating
from the November 19 joint
political declaration of the
three alliances.

The joint declaration cate-
gorically spelt out a sovereign
parliament, transfer power to
the elected parliament and an
accountable government which
implied parliamentary system,
she observed.

Hasina asked her party
workers to mobilise all their
mite in strengthening the or-
ganisational network at the
grassroot level to face the fu-
ture challenge of restoration of
genuine democratic rule and

tation of the unfin-
ished task of Bangabandhu

She said Awami League
would continue its eflorts
ceaselessly so that people
could live with their just
democratic and economic
rights.

Referring to Wednesday's

disaster where as many
as 13 ple have been killed
in roof-collapse, Hasina de-
manded an enquiry commitlee
to probe the incident and giv-
ing adequate [inancial com-
pensation to the affected fami-
lies.

Jamaat condemns
Sharif's killing

By Staff Correspondent

Moulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami, Secretary General of
Jamaat-e-Islami and leader of
the Jamaat Parliamentary Party
has condemned the killing of
Shariful Islam Sharil, General
Secretary of Tejgaon Poly-
technic Institute Students’
Union and a leader of the

E]angiadeah Chhatra League (S-

In a statement on Friday the
Jamaat leader said, such an
incident was unexpected and
unwanted at the time of transi-
tion to democracy. He de-
manded exemplary punish-
ment to the killers of Sharif.

Flood
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been totally submerged.

Local people and upazila of-
ficials said E’:uh croplands in
low lying areas of the three
upazilas were still being en-

lfed by water gushing in

m the river Surma through
the canals of Chirang, Kalni
and Dhanpur.

Talking to UNB, D:Euty
Commissioner of Netrokona
AHM Abul Quasem confirmed
inundation of huge croplands
in the haor areas.

About 53 per cent of boro
crop in haor areas of Khaliajuri
and Mohanganj upazilas have
gone under water, he said.

Meanwhile, according to an
unofficial report received here
today, three people were
washed away when an em-
bankment on the Surma
breached at Ajmirganj in

Khaliajuri upazila on Tuesday.

DC Netrokona, however,
expressed his ignorance about
the incident.
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FUTILE WAIT: Biman passengers from Doha and Muscat

Che Daily Star

i ;:‘- )

: : ; bound for Sylhet or Chittagong
are queuing in front of Biman counters to get boarding cards recently. Hundreds of

ngladeshis, living in M-E, buy direct tickets to their destinations. But on arrival at Zia

International Airport, most of them do not get seats in available domestic flights to Sylhet or
Chittagong and have to avail train or road transports to their utter disadvantage.

—Star photo
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ported independence.

Slovenia intends o become
a "sovereign and independent
state,” it said.

No date was given but
France Bucar, Specaker of the
Slovenian parliament, earlier
said Slovenia was determined
to leave Yugoslavia by June 26.

Slovenia's President, Milan
Kucan, declined to fix a date
for his republic's departure
from the [ederation though.
"There is time,” he said. "We
would like to do it in agree-
ment” with the other re-
publics.

Croatia and Slovenia, where
center-right governments
ousted Communists last
spring, have previously re-
jected Serbian proposals for a
countrywide referendum.

They claim Serbs — by [ar
Yugoslavia's largest nationality
counting more than 9 million
— would have an unfair advan-
tage

in a vote.

Croatian President Franijo
Tudjman told a news confer-
ence later: "If Slovenia makes
such a decision, then we in
Croatia have also decided we
do not want to remain in Yu-
goslavia.”

Croatia and Slovenia are the
most prosperous and Western-
ised republics in the Balkan
federation created in 1918 and
divided by political rows and
nationalism since the demise
of communist rule in free
clections last year.

Tsering, Hasina
- talk regional

cooperation

By Staff Correspondent

The visiting Foreign Mi-
nister of Bhutan Lyonpo Dawa
Tsering called on Awami
League chiefl and Leader of the

Opposition Sheikh Hasina at .

Bangabandhu Bhaban Friday
morning.

During the meeting they
exchanged views on bilateral
and international issues. The
existing economic and political
situation in Bangladesh also
came up in their discussions.

| told The Daily Star
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He sald Awami League is
ready to discuss the form ol
government vis-a-vis an ac-
countable government as it is
enshrined in the Joint
Declaration of the three politi-
cal alliances. But, he said, BNP
has not yet indicated its will-
ingness to discuss the issue.

On the other hand, BNP
sources told The Daily Star the
BNP Parliamentary Party did
not put the issue on the
agenda as yel. They said, after
the Eid vacation the BNP
Parliamentary Party is ex-
pected to discuss the issue. A
meeting in this connection
will be held on April 20 before
resumption of the session they
said.

DUCSU VP Amanullah
Aman, who is also a BNP MP
said, the issuc must be debated
in Parliament. He said BNP is
committed to cstablish a gov-
ernment, which will remain
accountable to Parliament. But
he maintained that the Joint
Declaration of the three al-
liances does not discard the
option for presidential form of

rnment.

During the one-weck ses-
sion of Parliament the issue of
the form of government was
raised by the Opposition mem-
bers on several occasions. But
there was no formal debate on
this issue.

Many of the members of
Parliament said there should
be a backstage perley on the
issue. Without any consensus
behind the screen, discussion

on this issue in Parliament will

yield no benefit.

Salahuddin Yousul said, it
has now become clear that
BNP does not want any change
in the Constitution. So, it
would not be wise for Awami
League to give up the chance
to create an atmosphere for
movement on this issue in
future, he said.

On the other hand, Gano-
tantri Party leader Suranjeet
Sengupta, who has been ham-
mering on this issue from the
very beginning of the session,
t any bill

| Backstage parley

on the form of government
from the Opposition Bench
will ultimately complicate the
issue and Awami League will be
given a chance to agitation
without achieving anything
fruitful

Dr. Kamal Hossain an Awami
League presidium member,
said the Members of Parlia-
ment should utilise the Eid va-
cation for informal discussion
on this issue.

Workers Party leader
Rashed Khan Menon said BNP
has not yet closed the door for
dfscussion on this issue. He
said top BNP leaders told him
that they are considering the
issue seriously. He said, plac-
ing any such bill by any of the
parties unilaterally will foil the
issue.

Prior to the formation of
the government, the Five-Party
Alliance leaders discussed this
issue with BNP. At that time,
Sheikh Razzak Ali, now Deputy
Speaker told the Five-Party
leaders that he hoped they
would be able to reach a con-
census on the parliamentary
form of government.

But now of the BNP
leaders have become
tightlipped. The Five-Party Al-
liance, Oikya Prokriya and
United Communist in a
recent meeting discussed the
issue of the form ol govern-
ment. Many of them now see
the issue as a contradiction
between two groups of the
bourgeois class. They opined
that there is no difference
between the two systems so far
the interests of the common
pcople are concerned.

Jamaat-e-Islami, which has |

given unconditional support of
BNP to form the government is
now thinking about the issue
seriously. Jamaat which has
changed its stand and now
wants a compromise between
the parliamentary and presi-
dential forms, also expressed
their keenness to debate the
issue. Jamaat leader Matiur
Rahman Nizami said a balance
between the power of Parlia-
ment and the presidency can
give a better government to
the nation.

Kashmir Governor rejects -'
kidnappers' demand

NEW DELHI, Apr 12: The
governor of Kashmir Friday
rejected the demands ol Mus-
lim separatists for the release
of two Swedish hostages, and
said the mjlitants would gain
nothing by killing their cap-
tives, reports AP.

Governor Garish Saxena
said India would continue to
deny permission for interna-
tional human rights organisa-
tions to investigate alleged
abuses in Kashmir, as sought
by the kidnappers.

"We are doing everything
we can” to find the hostages,
he said. His administration also
was to get the message
across to the militants "that
they have not gained anything

“In case they go ahead with
their threat, it is certainly not
going to serve their cause,” he
said.

The militants who seized
the two Swedish engineers on
March 31 released a letter and
an audio cassette allegedly
from the mmi saying their
treatment deteriorated,
Indian news agencies re-
ported.

“In the past two or three
days their (the kidnappers’)
behavior has changed,” said
the letter. "Please do some-
thing for¢ our immediate and
safe release,” United News of
India quoted the letter as say-

‘ing.m engineers, Johan Jans-
son and Olle Loman, were on
an Easter Sunday outing from
jobs on a nearby hydroelectric

project when they were ab-
ducted.

Saxena warned that
"anybody can do anything irra-
tional, and for that we have to
be prepared, unfortunately.
From all canons of logic, rea-
son and sound sense, it would
be a very stupid thing for them
to harm the Swedish nation-
als."

The militants of the Muslim
Janbaz (Martyr's) Force, which
claimed credit for the kidnap-
ping, demanded that human
rights investigators f{rom
Amnesty International and the
United Nations visit Kashmir
to inquire into alleged atroci-
ties by Indian security forces. |

India has refused, saying
such visits would ignite
demonstrations and further
violence.

Many Kashmiris accuse gov-
ernment troops of indiscrimi-
nate killing, rape and arson
since India moved outside
forces to the northern state to
crush the separatists in Jan-
uary 1990.

Saxena, speaking to foreign
reporters, acknowledged that

last yvear 279 civilians were
kill in cross fire between
the security forces and mili-
tants. About 50 soldiers were
suspended pending investiga-
tion of excessive use of force,
unwarranted killing or rape.
"Amnesty International has
a certain international color,”
Saxena said, referring to the

perception py the government
that Amnesty's human rights

reports on India have been bi-
ased.

An Amnesty team also
would "provide a rallying
point” for demonstrations and
"a serious law and order situa-
tion requiring lots of use of
force,” Saxena said.

The militants are fighting
for the separation of Muslim-

dominated Kashmir [rom
Hindu-majority India. At least
2,000 people have been killed
in the last 16 months.

The abduction of the
Swedes was the first time for-
eigners have been caught up in
the insurrection. Previously,
militants kidnapped the
daughters of a federal minister
and of a Member of Parliament.
Both women were released
after the government freed

jailed rebels.

Reuter from Srinagar adds:
Two men identifying them-
selves as Swedish engineers
kidnapped by Kashmiri mili-
tants have appealed for swift
action on their behall.

In a tape recording deliv-
ered to a Journalist in Kash-
mir's summer capital Srinagar
on Thursday, they said they
were Johan Jannson 35, and
Jan-Ole Loman 37. The two
were kidnapped on March 13
by the Muslim Jonbaz
(crusader] force (MJF).

“In the hcginnin'i‘ they
treated us very well,” man
who identified himsell as
Jannson said. "Now the mili-
tants are desperate. Please do

something quickly about us.

Huda calls for
talks on
Dainik Desh

ainik Desh,

State Minister to solve the
Ernhlcm through discussion

the parties.
UNB adds :

hooliganism.
It was that owner
of the Dainik Desh AKM

Mayeedul Islam Mukul, Editor
Anwarul Islam and Adviser
with the
attacked some
15 journalists who went to the
newspaper's authorities for
dhcu?ﬂng the problem arising
out of non-payment of

and Eid bonus. o—t

The news alleging attack on
the journalists was concocted,
Editor Anwarul Islam said in a
press statement.

He claimed that the journal-
ists were terminated and the
daily was closed as the law.

Dainik Desh Editor hoped
that the conscientious people
would realise the correct situa-
tion in the daily.

DUIJ calls 24-hour
strike today

A 24-hour strike will be ob-
served in all news rs and
news agencies of D from 8
am toady (Saturday) demand-
ing arrest of Owner, Editor
and Adviser ol Dainik Desh and
exemplary punishment to
them, reports UNB.

Dhaka Union of Journalists
(DUJ) announced the pro-
gramme at a prolest meeting
held at the Jatiya Press Club on
Friday against Thursday's at-
tack on journalist leaders by
hired goondas of the Dainik
Desh authorities.

Owner of the daily AKM
Mayeedul Islam Mukul, Editor
Anwarul Islam and Adviser Ta-
heruddin Thakur with armed
goondas attacked the leaders
who went to discuss the prob-
lem of unpaid salary n.ng Eid
bonus Thursday, DUJ alleged.

The meeting demanded
that armed hoodlums of the
Dainik Desh authorities be ar-
rested immediately and ex-
emplary punishment given.

Presided over by DUJ Pres-
ident Zahirul Huq, the meeting
was addressed, among others,
by BFUJ President Reazuddin
Ahmed, Secretary General
Amanullah Kabir, Press Club
President Mozammel Hugqg,
former Secretary General of
BFUJ Syed Zalar, DUJ General
Secretary Ruhul Amin Gazi,
and Syed Abdul Khhar, Masud
Nizami, MA Aziz, Abul Kalam
Azad, Altaf Mahmud, Sheikh

Mohiuddin, Kazim Reza and
Delwar Hossain.
The meeting also de-

manded immediate solution of
the problems in Dainik Desh,
Bangladesh Observer and
Dainik Naba Avijan and drew
the attention of the demo-

‘cratic government in this re-

It said the anti-democratic
forces and known associates of
autocracy were out to vitiate
the democratic atmosphere by
creating planned anarchy in
the newspaper industry.

DUJ will hold a rally at the
Press Club premises at 11 am
today (Saturday) and bring out
a protest procession against
vandalism by the owner-man-
agement of Dainik Desh.

Rapid reaction
force of Nato

BRUSSELS, Apr 12: Nato's
top military commanders have
agreed to set up a new
Euro 'rapid reaction’ force
that would be able to deal with
potential threats now the cold
war is over, alliance sources
said today. Chiefs of Stafl from
Nato nations, meeting at the
alliance's Brussels headquar-
ters, agreed to ask defence
ministers to formally approve
the plan at a meeting next
month, reports Reuter.

Jumatul Wida
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the city thronged the mosque.

In observance of the Holy
Shab-e-Qadr devotees said
prayers throughout the night
last night. People also visited
mazars, and graves of near and
dear ones at A:Impu';ruﬂ Banani,
and Pos la gra s to
pray for :ﬁum of soul of the
deceased.

The Baitul Mukarram Na-
tional Mosque organised the
‘Akehri Munajat' of 'Khatme
Tarabi’ in the night. Khatib of
the mosque Moulana Obaidul
Huq led the prayer. Devotecs
prayed for the peace, progress
and prosperity of the Muslim

world in general and
Bangladesh in particular dur-
ing the night.
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ANKARA, Apr 12: Turkey
language

bans on communism

on and conditionally
about 43,000 of fts 46,000 convicted S

President

W'M'hwm“wummm.

cism of T

urkey’s human rights record, signed the catch-all

bill hours after parflament passed it in a 13-hour overnight
session, state radio said, reports Reuter.

UNITED NATIONS, Apr 12:
left for a week-long trip

de Cuellar on
he will address the

Parllament, UN officials said.

The officials said that Perez de Cucllar would address the
Parliament Tuesday in Strasberg, France, reports AP.

Soviet troops clash with Georgians
Apr

number of weapons in the Thursday incident, a report by the
independent Interfax news agency said, reports AP.

US plans to close 25 bases in Germany

LIVORNO, ITALY, Apr 12: The

floating grave for 140

that turned into a

people, a jumbile of twisted bodies,

burnt to a cinder, is piled at the end of a . One couple
died in each other’s mmlﬁuﬁr.m

killed

COLOMBO, Apr 12: Air force
planes bombed and
two trucks carrying f[leeing
Tamil guerillas in Sri Lanka's
curfew- bound northwest,
killing an unspecified number
of rebels, officials here said to-
day, reports AFP.

Guerillas of the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
travelling in the two vehicles
Thursday fired at Air Force he-
licopters in Vidattaltivu, in
Mannar district, drawing fire
from fixed-wing aircraft, a mil-

| itary officer said.

We believe all those in the
two lorries were killed after
fixed wing aircralt that were
called in

by the helicopters
bombed thevdﬁchu.nmlﬂtuy

spokesman here said.

The trucks were com
destroyed, the spokesman
said, adding that the rebels

were from a massive
military o ive against them
in the region.

The attack came as security
forces overran a strategic
rebel-held coastal area in

Adampan and Bappamotai, fur-

ther south, the spokesman

Fleeing Tamil Tigers
in air strike

said. Troops swept through the
areas without any resistance.

*There are no losses on our
side, LTTE casualty
cannot be confirmed but the
fact is that they are running
from the area in large num-
bers, the said.

Meanwhile, in the east, Air
Force aircraft accidentally
fired at three fishing boats
near Kalkudah in coastal Bat-
ticaloa district, killing one
fisherman and injuring three,
the said.

The aircraft had mistaken
the boats for LTTE craft, the
spokesman said.

In neighbouring Thoppigala,
security forces continued
'muiz::nr:bc:p' opecrations
“m': bodies of 70 m
in combat, he said. Seven sol-
diers were also killed in the
raid.

"Our forces destroyed the
main LTTE base in Thoppigala
also seven satellite camps. We
seized about 30 weapons in-

cluding heavy machine guns,”
the spokesman said.

~Khaleda calls Khondakar -Del;a_r-

for united Hossain appointed
efforts Chief Whip

rrime Minister Begum Acting President has ap-

Khaleda Zia on Friday called
for putting united efforts for
building a happy, prosperous
and wellare oriented society
and taking solcmn pledge to
rid it of unrest, injustice and
corruption, reports BSS.

In a message to the nation
on the occasion of Lailatul
Qadr, the Prime Minister said
all should be active for reflect-
ing the teachings of Islam —
peace, equality and [raternity
— in our day to day life.

She said the holy Lailatul
Qadr has come to us with the
message of blessings from the
Almighty in this month of self-
restraint and self-purification.
On this holy night the Holy
Quran was revealed with the
message of salvation for this
world and world after and that
is why the night is called
Laflatul Qadr or the night of
great honour and dignity, she
said

'_ Hasina call
to follow
Allah's path

Awami League President
and Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament She Hasina
on Friday called for establish-
ing truth and justice in all
spheres of national life follow-
ing the path shown by
Almighty Allah, reports UNB.

In a message on the occa-
sion of holy Lailatul Qadr, she
said "Lailatul Qadr is the great-
est of all nights, more
than thousands of nights, when
the Holy Quran was revealed by
Allah. Let's pray to Allah for His
divine blessings guiding us in
the path of truth and beauty”

Hasina saild exploitalion,
repression, injustice and bluff
are sins in the cye of Islam. But
a section of vested interest,
she added, is engaged in evil
race for their personal l?ilnl
fo the teachings ol is-
I-::ﬁﬂ the "akherat” (the
world herealter).

Islam is the religion of

and teaches ¢quall.tg.

and b v
said. "We may have the bless-
ings of Allah only if we avoid
injustice, untruth and inhu-

manity.”

pointed Khondakar Delwar
Hossain to the post of the
Chief Whip. He was clected
Sangsad Member from Ma-
nikganj-1 constituency, re-

BSS.

This appointment would be
cm:ctlu.gnm April 9, a press
release of Bangladesh Jatiya
Sangsad secrctariat said Friday.

Another press release of the
secretariat said that the Acting
President also appointed Ash-
raf Hossain (Khulna-3), Sha-
hjahan (Nawabganj-1), Moha-
mmad Abdul Karim Advocate
(Netrakona-1), and Mahbubul
Alam (Feni-3) to the posts of
Whips.

These appoints would also
be effective from April 9, the
press release added.

Hasina visits
Sripur

GAZIPUR, Apr 12: Awami
League President and Leader of
Opposition in Parliament
Sheikh Hasina on Friday vis-
ited Sripur to see for hersell
the death and destruction
caused due. to Wednesday's
roof of a textile mill,
reports UND.

At least 13 people were
killed and scores of others in-
jured when the roof of the un-
der construction building of
Mita Textile mills in
Wednesday afternoon.

Shahabuddin
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the glorfous night of Lailatul
Qadr has come once again to
the doors of world Muslims

ng immense blessings of

Rabbul Alamin. He said
this night is the best of thou-
mﬂlnfﬂl?hlll:llﬂﬂtth
revelation of the Holy Quran
lmul

g
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