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The All- lndmn Con-
gress Committee
spokesman MJ Akbar
is facing considerable
difficulty in his Bihar
constituency of
Kishanganj.
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Gulf delivered a
wrecked Kuwait back
- to its people, but new

horrors have struck
the Iraqis, dashed the
hopes of the long
suffering Kurdish
people, and stirred old
quarrels among
neighbouring coun-
tries.
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with
scheduled for this
aflernoon, reports AFP.

Israelis bomb
Palestinian base
SIDON (Lebanon), Apr 12:

lsracli warplanes on Friday
blasted a base in southern
Lebanon manned by guerillas
loyal to Palestinian terrorist
mastermind Abu Nidal, police
said. Al least four guerillas
were killed and nine mndud
A police spokesman said the
plancs struck at the hilltop
base in on the eastern
edge of Sidon, 25 miles (40
kilometers) from Beirut, re-
ports AP.

Tunisia orders
Reuter man out

TUNISIA, Apr 12: The
Tunisian government has
ordered the expulsion of
Jonathan Wright, Reuters chief
correspondent in North Africa,
over a report on human rights.
Wright, 37, based in Tunisia
since July 1088, was sum-
moned by the information de-
partment on W and
gven four days to leave the
country, reports Reuter.

4Li6am 634 pm

The issue of the form of
government will come up for
discussion in Parliament after
the Eid vacation. Awami League
has given a notice to the
Parliament Secretariat, to
bring a bill seeking reversion
to parliamentary system, on a
private members' day. The no-
tice was given prior to the in
augural session of Parliament.

According to Parliament
Secretariat sources, the bill
could not be scrutinised, be-
cause the Parliament has not
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Backstage parley on form of
govt during Eid vacation likely
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yet set up an:,r scrutiny com-
mittee. The sources said, at
least 15 days’' notice is re-
quired to table a private mem-
ber's bill.

Members both from the
Treasury and the Opposition
benches told to The Daily Star
that during the Eid vacation
the issue will taken up for dis-
cussion among the parties
concerned.

BNP leaders said it is a vital
issue for the nation. They said
BNP is yet to take any decision

on this issue, but majority
members feel that the issue
should be debated in
Parliament to evolve an ac-
ceptable system. |

However, the Treasury
Bench members opine that if
Awami League brings any such
bill unilaterally, it may even-
tually ruin the possibility of
reaching a concensus on the
vital constitutional issue.

The allies of Awami League
in the Eight-party Alliance
have, however, expressed their

reservation about the bill.
Awami League presidium
member Salahuddin Yousufl
told The Daily Star that the bill
was notified to the Parliament

Secretariat befere the begin- .

ning of the session. As the
time bar of 15 days had not
been over, the bill could not be
tabled on the private members'
day on Thursday, he said. The
bill will be placed on the first
private members' day after re-
sumption of Parliament ses-

See Page 10 Col. 4

woman of the slum.

400 shanty houses gutted |
by fire in city

Flood damages
crops on 70,000

acres in Netrokona

NETROKONA, Apr 12 :
Flash flood caused by heavy
rain and onrush of waters from
the hilly region during the last
week submerged boro crops
on about 70,000 acres in three
upazilas of the district, reports
UNB.

According to unoflicial
sources, at least 30 per cent of
standing boro crops in three

low lying upu:lhn th]iajurl
Hﬂhmgn — have
age 10 Col. 2

Pmplequmng gbmadpouuhnld articles after a fire at a Paribag slum in the city last nmight. [nnet — a wailing

By Staff Correspondent

The fire damaged property
worth Taka five lakh,
Fearstriken slum dwellers took
shelter on the footpath with
whatever they could save.

The area plunged Iinto
darkness as power supply was
cut off.

The place was meant for
quarters for fourth class em-
ployees of PG Hospital. About
90 PG emp reside in the
shanty dwellings.

Communication Minister
Colonel (retd), Of Ahmed and
State Minister for Textiles
Major (retd) Abdul Mannan vis-
:Iltd the slum at about 10.45

About 400 shanty houses
were burnt to ashes im a fire at
Paribagh in city Friday night.

Number of casualty could
not be immediately ascer-
tained. But over 20 persons,
most of them children, were
hurt in stampedes.

Fire Service sources said
the [ire originated from a
kitchen and engulied the area
quickly.

The fire started at 9:30 pm.
Fire Service units reached the
spot about 15 minutes later. It
took about an hour to bring the
fire under control. Firemen
were carrying on dumping
work till 11:15 pm.

Police raid Calico
Mills, pick up
six with arms

PABNA, Apr 12 : Police re-
covered some arms and am-
munition and arrested six
people from Calico Cotton
Mills here on Friday for their
involvement, reports UNB.

The arrested were identi-
fied as Indu (28), Faridul Islam
(21), Abul Kalam Azad (25),
Hatem All (23), Asadullah (22)
and llias (23).

All of them are workers of
Calico Cotton Mills and belong
o Jatiya Sramik League, police
said. They were reportedly
sacked before the Mills de-
clared lay off in November last
year.

Police raided the Mills at
about 3 pm and arrested the
six with arms and ammunition.

The recovered arms and
ammunition are two cut rifles,
two pipe guns, four bullets,
two kirich and one knife.

India goes to

polls on May 20

NEW DELHI, Apr 12 : India
will hold its 10th general
clections over three days be-
ginning May 20, the Elecunn
Commission announced Friday,
reports AP.

Other polling days will be

May 23 and 286, Chltl' Election
Commissioner T.N. Seshan

said.

He said polling in the strife-
lorn states of Punjab, Assam
and Jammu-Kashmir will be
held separately and that the
daics will be announced later.

The clections were called
alter Prime Minister Chandra
Shekhar quit March 7, the
second Prime Minister to re-
sign since the last Par-
lerw:nlar]r polls held 18
months ago.

President Ramaswamy Ven-

kataraman dissolved Parlia-
ment alter it became clear that
no political party could win a
majority in the legislature.

The previous elections,
held in November 1989, re-
turned a hung Parliament,
which prevented the Congre
Party of Rajiv Gandhi from re-
gaining power. His former
Defense Minister, V.P. Singh,
cobbled together a government
by drawing support from a
right-wing Hindu party and an
alliance of leftist groups.

Singh resigned after 11
months in office when the
Hindu Bharatiya Janata Party
withdrew support, Chandra
Shekhar, who broke away from
Singh's Janata Dal party,
formed the government with
the support of Gandhi's

Congress.

— Star photo

Sink petty
differences:
Shahabuddin

The Acting President, Jus-
tice Shahabuddin Ahmed, on
Friday called for taking a vow
on the holy night of Lailatul
@adr, the best night for self-
purification in this holy month,
to adhere to the path of truth
and justice avoiding petty dif-
ferénces and past mistakes,
reports BSS5.

In a messay

¢ un Lhe occa-
sion ol Holy Lailatul Qadr, the
Acting President stressed for
rellecting the tenets of Quran
and Sunnah in our dalily life
and said simultaneously, we all
have to be active in building a
happy. prosperous and wel-
fare-oriented society in the
spirit of religion.

Justice Shahabuddin said

See "age 10 Col. 8

Jumatul Wida,
Shab-e-Qadr

observed

By Staff Correspondent

Jumatul Wida, the last Juma
congregation of the holy
month of Ramzan, was ob-
served Friday. Holy Shab-e-
Qadr, the night of revelation of
the Holy Quran, was observed
all over Bangladesh last night.

Devotees assembled in
mosques in Dhaka city, as
elsewhere in the country, In
large numbers to say the Juma
prayer on the day. Special
prayers were olffered at all
mosques for peace and

progress of Bangladesh and the
Islamic Ummah.

The programmes of Jumatul
Wida included Quran Khwanti,
Milad Mahflils and religious
SCrmons.

In Dhaka city the largest
Juma congregation was held at
the Baitul Mukarram National
M(}IqUt Devotees from all over

See Page 10 Col, 6

Referendum on Y'slav future next month

BRDO (Yugosiavia), Apr
Regional leaders

ll,r:l:d
ﬂmvwmu-
their s future in
uﬁrmdumhc held in
each of the crumbling federa-
tion's six republics by the end
of May, report Agencies.
But Slovenia, the Western-
hbh"h‘urltbhl: whose citi-
zens already wvoted for inde-
pendence last December, said
it would proclaim full

sovereignty anyway
The decision to let Yu-

By Tt witad o & .

low it to break up into separate
siates came after a day of

the

All lcaders expressed mnﬂ
dence that Thursday's accord
was a t advance in
eflorts to reshape the crum-

But they nowledged

t ack cru-
cial differences still remain
that have threatened repeat-
adly o plunge Yugoslavia into

civil war in recent months.

in a statement released
aflter the meeting, Marxist
Serbia and Montenegro ac-

cepled that Yugoslavia had al-

re-dy become a community of

“sovereign peoples and re-
publics,” as pro-Western Croa-
tia and Slovenia have long
claimed.

But the Western-leaning re-
publics want to go a step fur-
ther. In the statement they
called for "a loose grouping nf
six internatiorally recognised,
fully independent states.”

Serbia and Montenegro In-
sist that the international
community continue o recog-
nise only Yugoslavia as a whole,
a position strongly supported
by the West

The statement, issued after

the meeting at a castle 20
kilometers [l! miles) north of
Ljubljana, Slovenia's capital,
said referendums should be
held by the end of May in all

A 'rnup of experts from all
republics would work out the
details of the vote and present
their findings to the Presi-
dents at their next meeting,
for which no date was an-
nounaed.

The statement noted that
Slovenia had already carried
out a plebiscite on December
23 that overwhelmingly sup-

See Page 10 Col. 3
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Drive carefully and observe
all traffic rules. The man
you are likely to kill by rash
driving may be yourself.
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Big Five talk

UNITED NATIONS, Apr 12:
The day after the Security
Council officially declared an
end to the Gull War, the five
permanent members of the
council discussed setting up
safety zones for Kurdish
refugees in northern Iraq, re-
ports AP.

Ambassadors of the United
States, Britain, China, France
and the Soviet Union dis-
cussed a possible UN resolu-
tion which would guarantee
safety for Kurds from Iraqgi at-
tack and permit distribution of
humanitarian aid, Western
diplomats said.

The five were considering
ways to protect the Kurds
short of establishing a UN en-
clave which would set a prece-
dent and bolster Kurdish
claims for a separate state.

They suggested the UN
Secretary-General might des-
ignate safe areas in northern
Iraq where Kurdish refugees
could receive humanitarian aid
from UN and other interna-
tional relief agencies.

The diplomats said they
hoped the prospect of another
UN resolution would deter
Iraq from any attacks on Kur-
dish areas and said that there
might be no need for a resolu-
tion if the Kurds were salfe.

UN officials Friday had no
immediate reaction to an As-
sociated Press report of an at-
tack on Kurds inside a US-
protected zone in Iraq belore
the formal cease-fire went into
effect. UN officials said they
sought official confirmation of
the report.

On Thursday evening the
Gulf War ended officially not on
the battlefield, but in a sunlit
room at the United Nations
when lrag's Ambassador ac-
cepted a Security Council let-

safe zones
for Kurds

ter noting Baghdad's capitula-
tion.

"It is a pleasure for me to
hand this to you,” the Presi-
dent of the Security Council,
Belgian Ambassador Paul No-
terdaeme, said Thursday. "The
formal cease-fire,” Noterdaeme
added, "is therefore effective.”

Iragi Ambassador Abdul
Amir Al-Anbari later told re-
porters "l am happy to have it,
and to express my gratefulness
to the president of the coun-
cil." In exchange for the offi-
cial end to hostilities, Iragq
pledged that it will pay war
damages and scrap its weapons
of mass destruction.

Soon after, the British Am-
bassador, Sir David Hannay,
said he would begin efforts
Friday to draft a new Security
Council resolution requiring
salety zones in northern Iraq
for the Kurds. Hannay said it
would deal with helping Iraqis
avoid going across borders in
their flight from the Iragqi
army.

Hannay said he would dis-
cuss the idea with Ambas-
sadors of the council's other
Big Five on Friday, and individ-
ually with other council mem-
bers. He said a resolution on
salety zones would only be
necessary il Iraq's government
does not allow a broad relief
campaign that is being organ-
ised.

Meanwhile, The United
States stepped up relief efforts
Friday f[or desperate Iragqi
refugees on Turkish border,
airdroping baby food and send-
ing ships filled with food, offi-
cials said.

Eight US, two French and
three British planes dropped
of supplies in the sixth day of
the US-coordinated air drop,
he sald.- A-US Navy

See Page 10 Col. |

BNP has failed to give

Awami League President
and Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament Sheikh Hasina
Friday blasted the BNP gov-
ernment for what she said its
utter failure to guarantee secu-
rity of lives and property of the
citizens, reports UNB.

Speaking at an Iftar party at
Zigatala Community Centre,
she referred to deteriorating

security: Hasina

law and order situation, par-
ticularly Thursday's killing of
Sharil Hossain Sharil, a Chha-
tra League worker and General
Secretary of Tejgaon Poly-

technic Institute Students'
Union.
"The Prime Minister, de-

spite taking charge of the
Home Ministry, had failed to

See Page 10 Col. 1
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2 killed in clash
with Sarbahara
Partymen : 8 held,

5 rifles seized

From Our Correspondent

MADARIPUR, Apr 12 : Two

rsons were killed in a clash

tween members of Shar-
bahara Party and the local
people on Thursday.

Police arrested eight per-
sons with five rifles.

Police said, about 25
Sharbahara men came to
Khaser Hat village of Kalkini
Upazila at about 8 a.m. They
fired at the people who were
chasing them, firing con-
tinued for about an hour.

Shariatpur police encoun-
tered the armed Sarbahara
Partymen and arrested seven
of them. Police recovered four
rifles from them. Police later
arrested another person and
recovered a rifle.

An armed man was killed in
mass beating. The mob gouged
out eyes of another Sarbahara
Party member. A villager was
killed in the firing

Dhaka asks US
to write off
$ 440m loan

WASHINGTON, Apr 12: AHS
Ataul Karim, Bangladesh
Ambassador to the USA called
on Mr Edward Madigan, US
Secretary ol Agriculture here
on Thursday, reports BSS.

The Ambassador apprised
the agricultural sectors of the
recent democratic tramsition
in Bangladesh.

The US Secretary of Agri-
culture appreciated the recent
reforms in agriculture sector
in Bangladesh and enquired
about the implementation of
flood control action plan.

Bangladesh Ambassador re-
quested the US t to
write off accumulated PL-480,
Title 1 loans of Ba esh
which now stand at about 440
million dollars.

The US  Secretary  of
Agriculture assured the Am-
bassador that the proposal for
waiving the PL-480 debt of
Bangladesh was now under the
active consideration of the US
government.

Sripur roof cnllaEse

Search for

bodies ends

By Staff Correspondent

The Fire Brigade rescuers
ended their search Friday for
bodies from the rubble of col-
lapsed Mita Textile Mills at
Sripur of Gazipur district with

See Page 10 Col. 1
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