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Iraq to distribute food for Kurds :

that Iraq has started distributing food to residents of the

“Four days the Ministry of Trade started distributing
tin o baby milk for each baby daily, as well as
1,000 loaves of bread daily (in each village) to the residents of
northern provinces who are returning.” Saleh told the

government-owned newspaper Al-Jomhourtyah. .
He said the government has begun an intensive food distri-
bution to feed the residents of the northern and

southern areas that have been tom by rebellion.

assistance to Iragl refugees in lran, Xinhua reports from
Nations. _

In a letter to the UN Secrctary-General circulated in
Wednesday, Iranian Ambassador Kamal Khar-
the r:fuﬁ problem is so tremendous that his
will not be able to cope with the influx

provide a decent emergency living condition for the

}n. he continued, the International Community
take its icsponsibilities to the defenceless and inno-
cent refugees. .
Istanbul bus fire kills 36 : wo.
36 people were killed in a bus fire in Istanbul set by a Turkish
w : Xinhua.
sese sedd that the suspert, identified as Kadir Cal,
to the bus with a plastic barrel full of liquid com-
bustibles, when the bus started to move.
ThHe suspect, 33, sprinkled the liquid combustibles to the
floor and lit fire. i e "
The trapped were unable to get out o double-
&chrbum'rr;:hﬂrutmmunluduonmﬂrﬂy
shut, said the cyewitnesses.

fresh political protest exploded on to the streets of the
capital Lome, Reuter reports.

State radio said late on Wednesday that a cabinet meeting
Eyadema agreed that politi-
legalised and that an amnesty should be
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Byelorussia :
L
A strike z an estimated 200,000 workers .l:l:dﬂiﬂ;ulually
of Byelorussia, and organizers protest

wﬂﬂmmurﬁlybeumﬂnmmmm“dtﬂ
reports Minsk.
lcaders assailed the Communist Party and Soviet
President Mikhail S. Gorbachev in an unprecedented broad-
cast on the 's television station night.

"We don't want to have anything in common with Gor-
bachev and his untalented union government, which squeezes
our republic dry on a regular basis." strike committee mem-
ber Georgl Mukhin said.

The strikers ignored an appeal by Gorbachev on Tuesday
for a hait to all work stoppages and street demonstrations.
000 demonstrators jammed Minsk's central
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Wednesday afternoon.
talk Kurdish woes :
British e Minister John
the plight of Kurdish refugees’

n:ﬁom Reuter.
Epmnd a safe enclave for the minority Kurds
established under United Nations supervi-

to
sion. The 12-nation European Community has endorsed the

proposal.
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MOSCOW, Apr 11: The tirst
manned spaceflight was ac-
complished on April 12,
1961. A few hours after the
TASS report, Yurl Gagarin
became famous all over the
world, says [AN.

The 108 minutes in space

brought years of fame—a tast

MOSCOW — Yuri Gagarin with daughters Lena (left) and
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which was not no the pro-
gramme of cosmonauts'
training. All people—from
impatient boys to members
of royal families—were
happy to shake hands and
talk with Gagarin. Banquets

we iven and new—born
h&gcicg were named in his

International

First manned spaceflight : Gagarin's smile
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honour.

Yuri could have lived on this
fame all his life. but he
could not give up flying and
working. He dreamed of
making several more

spacefllights and got pre-
pared for them. . .
As time goes by, the heroic
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— IAN photo

deed of the man who blazed
a trail to the stars becomes .
more and more significant.
Today spaceflights have be-
come a common
occurrence, but the name of
the Earth's first cosmonaut
is still in people’s memory,
Just like his youthful smile.

Iraq seeks political

compromise with Kurds

MARIVAN, Iran Apr 11:
French Secretary of State for
Humanitarian Action Bernard
Kuchner went ({nto Iraq
Wednesday to confer with a
Kurdish guerilla leader, Jalal
Talabani, who told him Iraq
wants to negotiate a political
compromise with the Kurds,
reports AFP.

Dr. Kouchner, who left for
Paris soon after the meeting,
was the first cabinet member
from a western country to visit
Iran since Kurdish refugees

fleeing slaughter from Iraqi
troops s pouring into the
country.

The which lasted
more than half an hour, took
place in iraq. across

the border from this Iranian
town.

Talabani, who leads the
Kurdistan Patriotic Unfon, one
of the largest Kurdish guerilla
groups, asserted that Iraq was
sceking to start negotiations
with groups such as his.

“Iraqi officials are trying to
get in touch with Kurdish
leaders to reach a political
agreement with Iraqi
Kurdistan." Talabani told Dr
Kouchner in the presence of
journalists.

Talabani said Iraq's army

Indian pollsters get ready to
defend their reputation

NEW DELHI, Apr 11: With a

thep that #f there was one

worse

th than tti
Puulrhrcut getting a

keen to Mve down his 198y
faflure. His forecast , published
in The Hindu, had given the
Congress-l a slim majority.
“That was a mistake in the
sense that | was not involved
in conducting the poll.
but merely made a forecast on
the basis of data gathered by
someone clse — and there was
probably something wrong in
the sample seleetion.” says
Ralachandran.

He thinks the task this time
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was suffering from low morale
and was occupying only the
center of cities in Iragi
Kurdistan.

He said Kurds should not
leave Kurdistan. "We don't
want to depopulate Kurdistan
and leave it
Hussein,” he said. "Those of us
who don't risk being killed or
tortured should go back.” Dr.

Kouchner agreed.
He said that {f they choose

to remain in the refugee
camps and settlements along
the borders of lraq,” the Kurds
will end wup like the
Palestinians.”

On Sunday, Dr. Kouchner
entered Iraq a first time to
visit two refugee settlement
areas ncar Haj Omran, g site he

e

e s EE——

Rebels put 5 Afghan
(GGenerals on display

MIRANSHA (Pakistan) April
11: Aighan guerrillas yesterday
put on display five government
Generals, including a Deputy
Defence Minister, who were
captured when the rebels took
the remote eastern garrison
city of Khost. reports Reuter.

General Zahar Salhamal told
reporters in the Pakistant
town of Miranshah, across the

border from Khost, that he had |

been sent to assess the plight
?EI;IUE city 10 days belore #t

hut Mujahideen fighters,

who had besteged Khost
through 12 years of war In

Afghanistan, made their [inal
)t sh before he could report
ba 'K to President Najibullah in
Kabnil

Wearing baggy Pakistani
clothes given to him by his
captors. Salhamal said Khost
finally fell becasue the weather
was not perfect. We were short
of supplies and reinforcements
did not arrtve.”

With him, sitting on the
floor of a small room, were
four other Generals and five
Brigadiers who were among
the 2.500 government soldiers
and militamen captured when
the city fell on March 31.

got to know well in 1974,
when he was here for
‘Mcdicins Sans Frontieres'
(Doctors without Borders), the
humanitarian organisation he
founded.

In Paris, MSF announced
that 1,500 doctors and nurses
had volunteered to go tc
Kurdistan. It said two planes
with 26 doctors and nurses
and 46 tons of equipment ar-
rived Wednesday in Van,
Turkey.

Hl:lisrr'lng to the interna-
tonal relief effort, he said, "We
arc now the suffering of
the victims of the executioner,
but we must stop his arm.”

He accus Hussein of
‘wanting to massacre the
Kurdish people and the other
Iraqis” and praised the
‘magnificent burst of human-
ity” that followed.

Dr. Kouchner repeatedly
praised Iran for its welcome to
the hundreds of thousands of
Kurdish s. He met with
the Iranian Foreign Minister,
Ali Akbar Velayati, and con-
ferred often with the Governor
of the Border Province, Al
Saadat, over the modalities of
French aid.

will be complicated Ly tm ab

senice of a "wave” and | <ingle
dominating issue, and 11 lack
of one-to-one contests. “In
1989, the major question vot-
ers were asked was whai
they thought of the Bofors is-
sue. Today. they'll be asked for
their thinking on several is-
sues like stability, Mandal.
Mandir and prices,” he says.
"Some voters may be with one
party on stability, with another
on Mandal, and with a third on
Mandir. This could mean a
much higher proportion of un-
decided voters until very late.”
That will pose problems, be-
cause the "don't knows" may
#0 10 a particular party at the
eleventh hour and iInfluence
the result.

Polisters make seat projec-

WHO GOT HOW MUCH IN

tions using variables such as
the “swing” and “split® in the
vote, and Bhalla thinks it 1s in
estimating the split factor that
the pundits may stumble this
time. British and American
pscphologists coined a formula
several years ago, according to
which in a two-party system
the only factor which causes
victory margins to change 'is
the "swing™ for or against ei-
ther of the two parties. In
Indian conditions, Roy defined
swing as the change in the
Congress's share of the popu-
lar vote between one election
and the next. And to allow for
the splitting of the non-
Congress vote in India's multi-
party system, he devised the
Index of Oppoesti.on Unity
(IOU), 10 tsolate . the split from

89

the swing factor.
The maximum possible IOU
can be 100, when there is only
one opposition party, and this
index was high in both 1977
and 1989. Bhalla argues that
the concept of the IOU makes
sense only if there is one dom-
inant political party, but brakes
down i there are more than
one dominant parties. Today.
he ‘says. there are different
dominant parties in different
states: the BJP in Rajasthan,
Janata Dal in Bihar and
Congress (I) in Tamil Nadu.
'So it's highly unlikely will be
very accurate,” Bhalla says.
Then again. there is the
problem of voters concealing
their true intentions for a va-
riety of intentions. To combat
this. Bhalla has pioncered the
concept of the “lying tpdex."
(arrived at through a mathe-
matical formula). "The lying
index was as high as 20 per-
cent in our opinton poll for the
1989 Lok Sabha elections, and
if' 1 hadn't adjusted the raw
data for this, | would have

ended up predicting over 3850
seals for the Congress(l)”. says
Bhalla. currenty in India on
vacation.

other poll in a few constituen-
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pointing to a further swing in
voler sentiment away from the
then ruling party.

February
. arrived at Bangkok's Don

 Chatichai in Bangkok,

Army says he will
get protection

BANGKOK, Apr 11
Thailand's deposed Prime
Minister Chatichai Choonhavan
arrived here today from
London to recetve a royal dec-
oration granted by King
Bhumibol Adulyade. offictals

Mr. Chatichai, 71. whose

clected mment was top-
pled by the military in a
bloodless coup on 23.

Muang intermational afrport
aboard a Thai Airways
International flight, they .

He later travelled straight
to his residence in central

%ﬁ former Prime Minister

had flown to London on March
12 after his release from mili-
tary custody. He was arrested
uring the coup while he was
about to leave for an audience

th the King in the northern

pital of Chiang Mai.

The military leadership
ordered his assets f(rozen
within the framework of a
n into

a.
®
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highest royal decoration, the
Rattanaphorn Order. The
ceremony is to be presided
over by Princess Maha Chakri
Sirindhorn, daughter of the

Khﬁ;:wrrl'ul Army Chief
General Suchinda Kraprayoon.
who is also Chairman of
the National Peace-Keeping

' Assembly that setzed power in

|

the coup, reaffirmed here
Wednesday that the military
would provide safety for Mr.

Chatichal during his stay in

| Thailand

Gen. Suchinda said the ex-
Premier was free to travel

anvwhere he X
Mr. Chatichai is expected to
go back to London next week

French woman
tries to commit
suicide with
AIDS blood

BOSTON, Apr 11: Doctors
in France have rted the
case of a woman tried to
commit suicide by injecting
herself with the blood of an
AIDEHnﬂm.remlhul:r.

The attempt is ntly
going to be -ueaud-ﬂl‘;nm
months after the injection, the
first signs of the virus ap-

mad.ﬂl)ﬂhmm

Direric Durand and his col-
leagues at the Laennec
Hospital in Paris reported the
case in Thursday's New
England Journal of Medieine
because doctors tried to pre-
vent the infection from devel-

oping by giving her repeated
treatments with AZT.

MANILA: Want a free circumcision and a chance to see

President Corazon Aquino
Palace, reports Reuter.

palace launched free
dental and circumcision
services for needy families
living in the neigh-
+ bourhood.

It was the latest palace
charity project. In
'Jul“-,- mm llm a
bank of telephones at the
palace and allowed free
overseas calls for the
womried relatives of thou-
sands of Filipino workers
caught by the Gulf war.
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CALCUTTA: Leftist

groups have
"City of Joy" film-maker Roland Joffe

? Go to the Philippine Presidential

About a dozen boys got both on Wednesday when the

Jofle watched on night as - mem-
bers of the Democratic Youth Federation of India and a
Tﬂﬁ*mwhmﬁq&m




