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For Israel, a "good ending” would mean peace
on its own terms. That means establishment of

compulsory at all academically-
oriented schools, vocationa
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the UN on the one hand, and king Abdullah of
Jordan gobbled up the West Bank on the other.
Few nations have ever had to confront a tragedy
of such dimension.

Yet, it is always the Palestinians who are
painted as the culprits, and told to mend their

Some Aussies Cool to Asian Migrants

ways in order to earn the world's . And HE news thata Vietn- two main political parties, Harold Pieris writes from Colombo level of these .
so they have. Palestinians have renou thetr s boy—Thanh CﬂE Labour "‘go.l;:dh“" '1"‘; On the other . Chinese
Palestine: have _ guyen—impressed fearful uncertain and Vietnamese who
Elﬂltl:dt?mlh;&thnlecn; il whm o South Australian Cricket Ass- the -term political imphi- policy was free of for the Asian tof the have job have suc-
cep rity Counc recognis- ociation so much that he was cations, managed to steer any tion on grounds  Australian population is be- cessfully established them-
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ing Israel's right to exist; they have renounced awarded ' their first Junior. of this debate by some deft po- of race, colour, creed of na- tween 3 per cent and 6 per selves in small family busi-
“terrorism”. mﬁﬂhtm.hurﬂlunn scholarship  Htical ! tional orl.ﬁnm . However, lobby ;l:-—mrt likely 5 per cent. nesses, industries
Baker's visit to Israel this week makes some t Asian ts to There are two questions at  groups p challe this is not Asianisa- and agricultural activities.
Australia have generally issue—the extent of the Asian  policy, fearing that Asian set- tion on the national scale, as  These could develop into per-
room for optimism, as it keeps the Palestine is- adapted well to their new migrant intake to Australia and tlers constitute a threat to so- feared by some. manent and luhhpmml::n

sue high on the political agenda. Furthermore,
Israel's acceptance of the idea of an international

environment
Yet the question of Asian

secondly the adaptation of
these migrants.

cial harmony, cohesion and

‘u;::demm and Dr.

But it is more important to
consider how these new set-

endeavours or be a

conference may mean that she has effective migration has from time to Asian migration to Australia tlers have adapted. Have they new

given up any hope of the old ]Eﬂkl;; time been the subject of con- is not a recent phenomenon. It  Sang note that Australia’'s share contributed to . 80- Thus, the debate

of | - troversy, not only in Australia became an #ssue in the mid- of migrants from Asian coun- cial instability and fafled to in-  about Asian tion as
bilateral negotiations, on the Camp David but also in Canada and the 19th century when there was tries conforms to the intake tegrate? Professor Jayasuriya ‘“irrational.” the Australian

formula. An international conference would also
mean that Tel Aviv could no longer pursue her
expansionist plans. If Baker has truly managed to
b about this degree of transformation in
Israell attitude, then that will go down as a re-
markable achievement indeed.

However, the issue of Palestinian representa-
tion should not be fudged in the manner of the
old either. There is a move to fabricate an
"alternative” to the Palestine Liberation

tion inside the occupied territories. The
idea is to have Quisling-type anti-PLO West
Bankers set themselves up as "legitimate” repre-
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United States where the pat-
terns of settlement have been
similar.

This has been the subject of
a recent study by Professor
and Dr. David
Sang which places in perspec-
tive the past and current
trends of Asian immigration to
Australia.

Professor Jayasuriya. who
was honoured with the Order
of Merit by the Australian gov-
ernment, was Professor of So-

{ ciology at the University of

Ceylon (Sri Lanka) and later

an influx of Chinese immi-
grants to work in the goldfield.
There were also pockets of
other such as In-
dian indentured labourers and
Melanesians.

This was resisted by the
white population who raised
the cry of the “yellow peril.”
Then, for over sis decades a
White Australia policy pre-
vailed not only in domestic
Eliml:: but also in external re-

But' after World war 11
there was a dramatic change

pattern in the US and Canada—
the world's other immi-
grant destinations.

in the European intake of both
countries is also due to less

bidders for immigrant slots
due to considerably improved

and Dr. Sang conclude very
definitely that Asian migrants
have adapted well to their new
environment. ;

to nearly all major
cators, including crime rates,

Asian immigration is an embarrassing

economic conditions in Eu-
rope. a near zero birth rate

and the lack of exportable

fertility levels, divorce rates,
health status, and educational
performance indicates there

writer Max Harris has argued:
"We should pursue immigrants
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sentatives of Palestinians, thus drive an artificial President of the university's due to economics. Aus-  skills. are no significant differences
' ; world leaders. Her assumption
wedge between Palestinians living inside the Colombo campus. He is now tralia e ed on a large- There are several notewor- between Asian and other mi- | of office can rather be trea
territories and those outside. Such a policy, if Head of the t of So- Eﬁf immigmﬂ;n programme. points in the Australian in-  grant groups. as
ceased to a British out-

pursued seriously, would only lead to further
alienation and sow seeds of greater conflict.

cial Work and Social Adminis-
tration of the university of
Western Australia in Perth> Dr.

post and opened her doors to
other non-British European

take pattern during the last
decade. One was the emer-

gence in 1986 of South Africa

It fact, in education. there
is evidence that Asian students

The PLO was recognised by the UN in 1974€3 Sang is in the Department of ts. This soon trans- among the top ten source of  over-achievers. Teachers have | oooortunity to get closer to
the sole, legitimate representative of the Psychology of the same univer- formed A.untrlllnl il:lnm a Iimmigrants. :v:.-nl ﬁﬂ:wnd their striving and wﬂ:rph and guide them to-
g hial no-cuitu soci- ambition as lary. i

Palestinian people. The fact remains as true today sity M 3 — ;F;mt:a mo g ; i aitier wan ik iatake i ;:nﬂ;mthr s an economic emancipa

as it did then, whatever Yasser Arafat's position
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nic, multicultural soclety.

influenced by humanitarian

the hostility towards Asian mi-

on the Gulf conflict might have been. It is vital for of 1084, Asian i Ris considerations because of civil  grants. to the study. | prshad has dashed the econ-
the US and Israel to reconcile themselves to this been in the media spotlight Then in 1966 the immigra- ;:'lfﬂr dlﬂupﬂﬂ;nll? u;:iﬂmmtf ;hﬂ vf'iﬁ' envy ?nd dﬂﬂ:“'t i | omy to pileces. It will take
simple truth # peace is to stand any real chance and an embarrassing item on tion en requirements were ustralia’s co n eri more irom Per- | time to rebuild. The govern-

P 3 " the Australian political further liberalised. Non-Euro-  her allies in the ill-fated Viet- ception that these migrants | .t at the moment will re-

of success in the region.

Save the Lifeline

A culprit has been identified — one that has

agenda.”

The respected Australian
historian, Geoffrey Blainey, had
warned "with evangelical zeal”

peans with professional and
technical skills were allowed
entry. This shift was initiated
by the Liberal ment but
had the implicit support of the

Nam war.,

A significant factor was the
increase in Asian business mi-
grants from 25 per cent of the
Asian total in 1983, to over 80

are economic competitors
than from concerns about so-
cial cohesion and harmony.
With the exception of the
Vietnamese, there are between

quire to consider effective
steps to revitalise this sector.
Some donor countries have al-
ready assured the

of possible aid.The develop-

of the danger of the continued Labour opposition. The com- E.:.Ir cent in 1989, with nearly 3 and 7 times more university | ment as | believe, is m::{
been instrumental in the creation of the current high levels of Asian immigra-  pelling reasons were political, f of these coming from  graduates in “‘Eﬂ"‘"‘““‘m in | dependent on the pro
wave of diarrhoeal diseases. In the three districts tion. economic and social Hong Kong. the Australian-born population. | gptimum utilisation of foreign
' But mr. Jayasuriya says "the But thereafter Australian However, the overall figure This confirms the high skill | g4
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districts have reported a consequential rise in
stomach ailments and their toll of suffering and
Itfe. The connection did not warrant any special
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I personally find it emi-

the same time we would

tention as a proponent of the
politics of production , not as a

leader of tall talks. His "canal
digging” programme yielded a
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knowledge to establish. for holding examinations nently readable and well- request the Govt. to en- | ,ogjtive impact on attainment th employees. Most of the
In some areas of these districts — as also in and gcrip?gexamjnaﬂmg is presented. Admittedly, I hance also the limit of Govt. | of a ‘bumper’ crop. This pro- me have a tendency ﬁ:
many others not so far reported — as many as one Sir, Mere raising of age am biased in that I sub- service upto the age of 60 can be started afresh urban based overlooking t

in three tubewells are out of order.

Lack of maintenance is universal in all cases of
tubewell failure. The tubewell is set up in most

limit will not help remove
frustration of the students

if employment opportunity
is not increased. Again by

not fixed, the raising of ;ﬁe
limit for employment 1
be fruitless. It may not
lessen burden of expendi-
ture on the shoulder of the

scribe to the contents of
most of your editorials.
Furthermore, 1 am gratified
that your "Letters..." do not

as it was maintained
in the past while the age
limit towards entry into
Govt. service was 25 or 27

to give a boost to the prod

uc-
‘tion sector. With a definite and

comprehensive plan, more
barren lands can be brought

should
cases through support of government agencies. raising the age imit we are  guardians. | contain the contributions of years, and the tenure of n:mmuuhmnpm
Whose baby is it after that ? Perhaps of the peo- going to accept the present The present session jam some re letter writers Govt. service towards su- ;
ple it serves — which is how it should be. But session jam of the univer-  can be minimised by hold- whose offerings grace the perannuation was up to the
there can be a thousand reasons for a community sities as a permanent fea- {ng final examination for pages of your competitors.  age of 55 or 57 years. That
failing to properly maintain a tubewell. Big among ture. The authorities of ed- those who have completed May I suggest, however, a Govt. servant could serve
those are, first, want of appropriate spares, and ucation boards and uni- the courses while in case of that (i) arrangementis are upto 30 years.
then want of right people who can fix them. And versities may go slow to those whose courses have made to publish the So, we would request
the third big reason can very well be the place- hold examination and finish not been completed, the monthly prize bond win- this democratic Govt. t;
ment of the tubewells and conflicts arising out of the courses. The guardians od of course may be ners' list and (i) your enhance also the tenure
that making co-operation a forbidding order may be taxed to bear ex- shortened and arrange- ‘“drive carefully..." box con- Govt. service upto 60 years
e penditure of education for ments be made to hold fi- taining rules which are ac- of age and announce it al
Now comes a technical reason. The pipes u the extended period. Again  nal examination at the ear- tually violated by most of us. the earliest. By doing this
in sinking tubewells are plastic ones and they are the total span of service |iest. Some concession of the administration will not
to choke up so very soon and easily. will be limited if retiring time may be considered In  Nazre Dastgir only gain the positive
the reasons of tubewells falling sick, it age is not increased simul- matters of courses only as Mohakhali, Dhaka. benefit of a few expe-
i (s AR s sietet suvelianss 10 | | Thare o, 7 1 L At Bt Shie e il e
their health under strict surv e — to ere is no autocratic
be backed up by urgent action to remedy any Govt }mw: 80 thfcre is no cm‘n:""“‘ Age limit and tenure thfnjl::# $."3..m
problem cropping up. fear of closure of univerSl- o, agan, Dhaka of service D 20 sare.
Tubewells are the only means of supplying as ::I::l nr.jn n':l’rh:l.:ll:ﬂ\t:ntll:y Sir, We congratulate the This does not add to the
ullOmiﬂlonofnurpeoplcwlthmtﬂtﬂv teac if take pain to ex- . Anwﬂm present Govt. of problem of unemployment
le but anyhow usable water. This is very lit- for enhancing the age Imit  anyway.

erally a lifeline of our people. Government must
power to cover all of our 120 million

amine the scripts fast and

e to hold examina-
tions in due time and can
publish the result quickly,
the session jam can be

Sir, Please allow me to
take the opportunity of
congratulating you on the
standard of The Daily Star.

of students towards entry
into Govt. service. It is re-
ally a commendable spirit
of the present Govt. But at

Shahriar Meher Ebne
Mizan.Dip-in-Engg. (Elect.)
Final Year, Malibag, Dhaka.




