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Nancy Reagan’s ‘Unau-
thorised Biography’ is
a trash, fiction, says
Barbara Bush.
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Dhaka Day by Day

Atiqul Alam, proud of
his 30 years in journal-
ism, goes down the
memory lane to recol-
lect that S. M. Ali,
Editor, Daily Star
brought him to the
Pakistan Times.
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Parliament
proceedings
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Article

The once vaunted Red
| Army has fallen on
hard times. Now
known as the Soviet
Army, it is no
lofhger regarded

by the public
as being in the
I

vanguard of
patriotism.
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situation with
Shahabuddin
Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia met the Acting

President Mr. Justice Sha-

habuddin Ahmed. at his resi-
dence In Dhaka Wednesday
night, reports BSS.

During the meeting the
Prime Minister discussed with
the Acting President the pre-
vailing situation in different
prisons of the country inchad-
ing Dhaka central jail, an offi-
clal said.

Shahabuddin hosts
Iftar

Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed hosted an

Iftar party at Bangabhaban this
evening for high civil and

military officials, reports UNB.

Dhaka Central
Jail calm

Dhaka Central Jafl was calm
and there was no
lncﬁrnlul' turbance inside

the jail reports BSS.

The main Eid-ul-Fitr
congregation at the National
Eidgah this year will be held at
8 am, according to an
announcement! made by the

Ministry of Religions Affairs on’
Wednesday, reports BSS.

99 detenus' release
recommended

The Advisory Board
recommended the release of 99
detenus intermned under the

cial Powers Act ‘74 on

. The Board n its
meetings held recently with
Justice Mohammed Mozamme!
Hague in the chair reviewed the
grounds of detention of 1156
detenus lnddpmpaiad the

release of 99 them. reports
UNB

Sind minister's
residence attacked

Gunmen attacked
residence of Tarlg Javed. a Sind
province Minister Tuesday,
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Ershad will be moved
to central jail

By Staff Correspondent

Bbt_h Treasury and Opposition
' Benches in Jatiya Sangsad

* (parliament) on Wednesday

expressed their unequivocal
support amid thunderous
clapping to transfer former
President H M Ershad to
the central jail from
Gulshan sub-jail.

This was the first broad
agreement between the rul-

ing party and the
Opposition, reached in the
fifth parliament.

Prime Minister and Leader of
the House Begum Khaleda
Zia in her winding up
speech after a lengthy
heated debate on the situa-
tion prevailing in country's
jails declared that the
former President would
soon be transferred to the
central jail. She thanked
the members for their
'unanimity’' on the issue of
transfer of Ershad to the
central jail.

At this stage, members of
Jatiya Party, of which
Ershad is chairman staged
walkout to register their
protest against the an-
nouncement of the Prime
Minister.

Earlier, participating in the
discussion, Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina
reiterated the demand of
fellow members to send
Ershad to a jail proper im-

See Page 10 Col. 1
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Nation suffers from a sense of insecurit
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: Sheikh Hasina

All steps to prevent recurrence

of jail riots, PM assures JS

By Staff Correspondent

Jatlya Sangsad (Parliament)
ended on Wednesday its
heated debate on the jail sit-
uation with an assurance by
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia about Government's effec-
tive efforts to prevent recur-
rence of prison riots.

The House went into almost
four-hour-long discussions,
spread over morning and
afternoon sittings, on the jail
situation.

The proceedings of the
morning sitting of the Sangsad
were not covered by newsmen
because of a three-hour token
strike observed in response to
a call given by Dhaka Union of
Journalists (DUJ).

The Opposition members in
their discussions in the after-
noon sitting expressed their
grave concern over the situa-
tion prevailing in the jails. It is
the fundamental responsibility
of Government to ensure safety
and security of the jail in-
mates, they said.

Initiated by Jamaat leader
Maulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami. one dozen members
took part in the discussions.
The participants included
Mohammad Nasim, Begum
Matia Chowdhury, Col (retd)
Shaukat Ali and A Matin
Khasru of Awami League,

© ways

Shahjahan Siraj of JSD, Abdur
Razzak of Baksal, Salahuddin
Quader Chowdhury of National
Democratic Party, Rashed
Khan Menon of Workers Party
and Fazle Rabbi of Jatiya Farty.

From the Treasury Bench,
Jahanara Begum and Mia
Mansoor Ali also took part in
the discussion.

Deputy Speaker Sheikh
Razzak Ali was in the chair in
the aftermnoon sitting.

The Opposition members
made strong pleas for setting
up a parliamentary committee,
representing all parties, to
probe into the situation pre-
vailing in the jails and suggest
means to overcome
the problem. They said, the jail
inmates are beirig denied of
minimum amenities. The de-
privations for long have forced
them to protest the prevailing
situation, they stated.

The Opposition members
also made de:mnnda for repeal
of the Special Powers Act and
other repressive laws. The
morale of the officials involved
in jail administration has de-
graded to a very low level and
this is no less responsible for
the jail riots. they noted.

Participati~~ in the disclis-
sion. Leader uvi the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina said, the entire

nation is suffering from a sense
of insecurity because of the
prevailing situation in the
jails. She noted that every one
is equal in the eye of law and
the culprits must be punished.
But no one should be sub-
jected to insecurity and par-
ticularly- those who are in the
custody of the government,
she said.

The Leader of the
Opposition referred to the jail
killings on November 5,61975,
in which four prominent na-
tional leaders were killed in
Dhaka Central Jail. Those who
were involved in the killings
were not arrested and pun-
ished, she added. That was the
beginning of insecurity in the
jails and the situation now
aggravated to an alarming pro-
portion, she observed.

Winding up the discussions
on the jail situation, Leader of
the House Begum Zia said the
situation in the jails was the
outcome of accumulated prob-
lems over the years. Things
have come to an awful mess
because of misrule and
widespread corruption under
the autocratic Ers regime,
she added.

The Prime Minister said,
the accumulated problems
cannot certainly be solved by

the Government overnight.

She sought the cooperation of
all to deal with the situation
effectively.

She said most of the jails in
the country are overcrowded.
She mentioned about
Narshingdi jail and pointed out
that there are 450 inmates in
the jail while the capacity is
only for 85 prisoners.

She said that lethal
weapons used by 'Pl"‘ll-ﬂrlltrl
were not supplied from out-

side but I-'urdbly collected from
workshops and construction

sites within the prison.

Begum Zia mentioned about
the post-independence Awami
League rule. "Those who were
entrusted to rear the new-born
nation throttled it,” she said.
She also referred to the
killings of Siraj Sikdar and
many other political workers
by the then government

The Leader of the House
said, BNP has formed the
Government with the mandate
of the people. "We have the
popular support and we have
not formed the Government at
the mercy of any one.” she
added.

The Prime Minister said,
the Government will deal ef-
fectively with all the pressing
issues of the country with un-
qualified support and coopera-
tion from the people.

Nor’wester lashes country : 5 bodies recovered from debris of Sripur textile mills

By Staff Correspondent

'lq':a 100~ people  were
cad when the roof of
an und:r-mrutructhn textile
mills building at Gilarchala vil-
lage of Sripur upazila under
Gazipur district caved in
Wednesday afternoon.

Rescuers of the Fire Service
and Titas Gas recovered five
dead and 14 persons
tll 11.00 pm last night. The
rescue tion was continu-
ing till m of this report late
last night.

According to the witnesses,
the roof of Mita Textile Mills
collapsed at about 4.30 pm
immediately after a nor'wester
lashed the area. Over 100
labourers who were working
on the roofl got down when the
rains with gusty winds started
at about 4 pm. The labourers
took shelter under the roofl
About 25 of them came out as
the rain stopped. Moments
after, the caved in with a
loud crash trapping the rest of
the labourers under iL

Local people rushed the
found the trapped

for help. But

labourers who m&anaged to
escape the disaster The
Daily Star that he saw spark of
fire near one of the pillars
soon after he came out from
the under-construction mills.
The roof then broke down and
fell on his fellow workers who
were still waiting there. The
construction of the roof be-

Of the recovered bodies.
three were iIdentified as
Mannan, Mostala and Sattar.

The injured labourers are
Nurul Huda, 23, Alauddin, 30,
Abul Kashem, 25, Mokhter
Ahmed, 24, Monir Uddin, 36
and Ataur Rahman, 30. The
wounded persons were sent to
different hospitals of Sripur,
Gazipur and Dhaka.

The local people said that
there were two graves on the
site of the mills. The owner of
the mills Mostafizur Rahman
started construction on the
spot defying the objection
from the local people, they
added.

Fire Service authorities re-
quested the army to join the
rescue operation at mid-night

Wednesday night.

The Deputy Commissioner
of Gazipur reached the spot

after six hours of the incident
occurred.

The owner of the mills, was
learnt to be out of the country.
But his relations visited the

See Page 10 Col. 2
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Body uf a victim uf Wodnudny- nor wester being rescued from the dnhnn of an under-construction building of a textile
mills at Gilarchala in Sreepur upazila of Gazipur district.
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Ershad’s tnal adm' med till AE'I 21

'‘Case not an act of
political vengeance’

By Staff Correspondent

A prosecution witness in

Ershad's arms case trial
Iitan

He was replying tn the
cross-cxamination by the De-
fence Lawyer at the Special
Tribunal trying deposed Presi-

dent Ershad.

The Tribunal was adjourned
yesterday for 10 days.

The adjournment order
came after the cross-
examination of two more pros-
ecution witnesses, the ballis-
tics expert of the police Fakhir
Salch Mohammad and the

See Page 10 Col. §

Shifting
likely
today

By Staff Correspondent

Deposed President Ershad,
who is now detained in Gul-
shan sub-jail, may be shifted to
the central jail today, accord
ing to an ial source.

Prime Minister Begum Zia
told parlament on Wednesday
that Ershad will be lrnnl.l'trmd
to the central jail after for-

See Page 10 Col. 4
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US warns Iraq to cease action

WASHINGTON, Apr 10 :
The United States has warned
Imaq that it must cease all mili-
tary action near areas where
Iraqi refugees have fled, White
House aspokesman Marlin
Fitzwater said

Fitzwater said the warning
applies to "all air and ground
forces” of lraq, also said the
Bush Administration would
seek additional funding from
Congress for reliefl efforts.

Earlier US warned Iraq not
to use any aircraft in its own
airspace north of 38 degrees

latitude, a senior US official
said in Catro today.

The line is about 30 km (20
miles) south of Mosul and
takes in most of Iraq's Kurdish
area.

The official accompanying
Secretary of State James Baker
on his Middile East tour told
reporters the warning was

passed to Baghdad through
diplomatic chlnntll earlier
this week.

The 36th Paralles cuts a
swathe across the northern-
most corner of lrag,

Aghter

the US-led allies, has been us-
ing helicopter gunships against
its Kurds in the north and
Shi'ites in the south.

The blanket ban cov-
ers the northern lragi towns ol
Dahuk. Irbil and Zakho near
frontier all of
which were held by the Kurds
during their month-long re-

z

Mosul, Iraq's third-largest
city. never fell to the rebels
SuPl'n 10Col.1

Crackdown on dissent saved Chma 3

BELJING, 10: Prime
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chaos and decline, as well as
mttllIIMI)rmlyﬂ
as severe as what has
happened in some countries
that used to practice social-
ism.” Li told news conference.
4. a main supporter of the
army’s decision to crush pro-
democracy unrest in 1989

Hlﬂﬂ'h.‘lhw

sion had saved the nation and
declined to rule out the use of
force in any future unrest.
Chinese leaders ordered
the military to crush mass
demonstrations in Beijing's
Tananmen Square In June
1980 kiling hundreds, per
haps thousands, of protesters.
A similar wave of popular
discontent eventually htl.pﬂl

sweep away communist
ernments in the former El

‘"H at that eritical moment.
the Chinese Communist Party
and the Chinese government
did not adopt resolute mea-
sures . . . China today could not
enjoy its present stability or
m " L4 smid.

A n the hl: of the
Prn Iel Hrpuhlic of China
m':' be st stake.” he added.

spoke afler the closing
scaston of the National Peo-

pie's Congress, Clinl:

stamp parliament, rhlah
ove his
work report u: economic
plan for next decade.
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Reazuddin Ahmed

oth the Leader of the
House Begum Khaleda

Zia and Leader of the
ﬂpmﬂtinn Sheikh Hasina
upon each other to

refrain from mudslinging and

petty quarrels, perhaps taking
a lesson from the famous

words of Sir Winston Churchill
who said, “If we quarrel with
the past, the future is lost.”
But unfortunately. in reality
there was any reflection
of this spirit in their words
and deeds in Parliament on
W :
The two leaders were re-
peatedly locked in heated bat-
See Page 10 Col. 3

AL may give
notice to amend
Constitution
today

Awami Le ¢ Parliamen-

tary Party is expected
today to give notice of a bill to
amend the Constitution
secking switch over to
parlffamentary democracy.
reports UNB.

Sources In the ALPP told
UNB last night that Awami
League President and Leader of
the Opposition Sheikh Hasina
is to submit the notice to the
Parllament

See Page 10 Col. 2

India regrets
copter incident

By Staff Correspondent

Foreign Minister A.S. M.
Mustafizur Rahman informed
the House Wednesday the
Indian version on the landing
of an Indian Air Force hell-

copter in

on March 30. The lndinn High

Commission in Bangladesh

regretted the incident n-_ﬂ
due to what it said unavoidable
circumstances.

During the aftermoon ses-

mnofp-lhumm
See Page 10 Col. 2
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