Speaker Abdur Rahman
Biswas reminded the House
that the statement by the
Leader of the House on the sit-
uation at Dhaka Central Jail
was made under Rule 71 of the
Rules of Procedure. He re-
quested the Leader of the Op-
position to nominate only one
member to raise a question on
the statement by the Leader of
the House. This is allowed un-
der Rule 71 of the Rules of
Procedure, he said.

At this point. Leader of the
House Begum Khaleda Zia.
who is also in charge of the
Ministry of Home Affairs re-
quested the Speaker to allow a
general debate on the issue.
The Treasury Bench has no ob-
jection to any discussion on
the issue, she said.

The Speaker later decided
that the situation in Dhaka
Central Jail will be taken up by
the House for discussion today.
He noted that there was no
time for discussion on the
matter on the day because the
House would be adjourned
smon, he added.

The Speaker later an-
nounced the adjournment of
the House till 11 am todav,

Earlier, the llouse wit-
nessed an uproar in its momn-
ing sitting on the admissibility
of several adjournment mo-
tions tabled by the opposition
members on the situation pre-
vailing in the Jails.

The Speaker disposed of a
number of adjournment mo-

tions on the jail situation,
stating that such motions were
related to an ‘on-going situa-
tion’ and not concerned with
any specific matter, warrant-
ing adjournment of the House
to discuss the issue by-passing
its normal business.

The Speaker's ruling
caused an uproar in the House.
Several Opposition members
including Salahuddin Quader
Chowdhury of National Demo-
cratic Party (NDP). Rashed
Khan Menon of Workers Party,
Abdur Razzak of BKSAL, Mo-
hammad Nasim. Chief Whip of
the Opposition. Shamsuddoha
of CPB, Asaduzzaman of Awami
League and Maulana Matiur
Rahman Nizami of Jamaat-¢-Is-
lami, were restive. They
pressed for an t of
the House to discuss the jail
riots describing the issue as a
matter of vital public concern.

The Opposition members
said their adjournment mo-
tions on the issue were spe-
cific in nature and concerned
the incidents which took place
in Dhaka Central Jail on Mon-
day.

The r said he had
not disposed of all adjourn-
ment motion which were
tabled on the jail riots. The
motions for which notices
were received on Tuesday
morning had not been dis-
posed of, and would be taken
up for consideration on

W, .

He said the members would
be free to discuss the general
situation in the jail in course of

their deliberations on the vote
of thanks on the Acting Presi-
dent’'s address to the Jatiya

Edur:ltlﬂn Minister Prof

that the Prime Minister would
make a statement in the
Sangsad on the day. He sug-
gested that discussions on the
prevailing situation in the jails
that in Dhaka Central
Jail take place after the
Leader of the House made her
statement
But, the Opposition mem-
bers were not satisfied and

ings for most of its first sitting
until 1 pm.

the Speaker pro-
the lagislative
House, Leader
sition Sheikh

statement, she said.
The Speaker ruled out the

time, the legislative business
was on in the House.

BSS adds :

Zia told the Jattya Sangsad on

the situation in Dhaka
Central Jail was under full con-
trol of the government.

The Leader of the House
said the government was quite
aware of the situation.

She told the House one
prisoner died Monday while
trying to escape by scaling the
wall of Dhaka Central Jail.
Quoting jail administration the
Prime Minister said 13 pris-
oners had escaped from Dhaka
Central Jail.

She said two deputy jailers,
four jail warders and six pris-
oners were also injured.

The Prime Minister said
some prisoners tried to escape
from Dhaka Central Jail at 3
p.m. on Monday by creating
terrorism through bursting of
handbombs. Armed with dif-
ferent kinds of sharp weapons
and sticks they obstructed the
jail warders in performing
their duties and indulged in
clashes, she added.

She informed the House
two were detained while at-
tempting to flee by scaling the
boundary wall of the jail. One of
them died from injuries while
trying to escape, she said.

The Prime Minister said
two Deputy Jailors, four Jail
Warders and six prisoners
were injured during search
operation which was con-
ducted inside the jail in coop-
eration with the police and
BDR to bring situation under
control. The injured persons
had been sent to hospital for
treatment, she added,

She further said a huge
quantity of sharp weapons and
sticks have been recovered
from the prisoners.

Tracing the background of
incidents in different jails of
the country from time to time,
Prime Minister said the auto-
cratic regime of deposed Pres-
ident Ershad had let loose a
reign of terror and repression
on the people during its nine-
year rule and sent many to
prison. Though Dhaka Central
Jail had a ty to accom-
modate two prison-
ers, five thousand prisoners
had been lodged inside it.
After the fall of the autocratic
regime the Acting President
ordered the release of 4,500
prisoners (from different jails).
Of them 1000 prisoners were
released from Dhaka Central
jail. About four thousand pris-
oners still remain in Dhaka
Central Jail, she added.

The Prime Minister told
the House that many of the
prisoners interned during the
autocratic regime had been
nursing the feeling that their
detention was illegal. This
caused resentment among
many prisoners. The incidents
in jails were the outburst of
pent-up resentment and de-
mand for their release, she
said.

The Prime Minister blamed
the autocratic government for
its failure in maintaining
proper administration. This,
coupledl with the accumulated
resentnment of the prisoners.
gave rise to incidents in jails,
she said adding a certain quar-
ter was involved in it to realise
its political motive.

She held out the assurance
that the designs of the certain
quarter in this respect would
not be fulfilled and that the si-
tuation would remain under
the control of the government.
In this connection, she
pointed out that the respon-
sibility of the Home Ministry
was assigned to her only on

April 7.

The Leader of the House
told the that prison-
ers of Dhaka Central Jail made
an appeal to Acting President

and the Divisional Commis-
sioner on April 2 to consider
their demands. Their appeal is

now under consideration, she
said.

She further said employees
of prisons had been facing
great difficulties in discharging
their duties in face of threats
and unruly behaviour of pris-
oners.

The Prime Minister said,
Shaheed Ziaur Rahman had
constituted a Jail Reforms
Commission. Though the
comnmission had submitted its
report for jail reforms Ershad
government did not imple-
ment the recommendations of

the report properly. As a result
resentment, was created

among he prisoners. The rea-
son behind the violence in jails
was the result of accumulated
resentment, she said.

Khaleda
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they were continued to be de-
nied the floor, they would be
"compelled to take action
against the Speaker as per
rules of procedure of the
Sangsad.”

Replying to questions, Mr
Chowdhury said that they had
already sought cooperation
from the Leader of the House
and Leader of the Oppaosition
for the protection of their
rights and privileges as mem-
bers of the House.

Mr Chowdhury pointed out
that his colleagues in the
House on Tuesday wanted to
participate in the debate seek-
ing adjournment of House for
discussing the jail incidents,
but the chair did not give any
one of us the floor.

Provost of
S M Hall
removed

By DU Correspondent

Abdul Mannan, Provost of S
M Hall, has been relieved of
his responsibilities by the Vice
Chancellor of Dhaka University
on Tuesday. official sources
said.

He has been held responsi-
ble for the recent incident in
the hall in which several

rooms were damaged by rival
groups.

Mannan appointed by
former Vice-Chancellor Prof
M. A Mannan was a stalwart of

Pink group.

Road mishap
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The traffic movement
through the road remained
blocked for about two hours
following the accident and
skirmishes between police and
the mob.

The killer bus Rajdhani
Super Delux no Dhaka Metro
Cha-9839 was seized by the
police. The driver managed to

escape.

Token strike
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Bangladesh Times.

The programme was an-
nounced at a rally of DUJ at its
office at the National Press
Club on Tuesday. A procession
followed the rally. DUJ Presi-
dent Zahirul Huq presided
over the rally.

Bangladesh Federal Union
of Journalists (BFUJ) President
Reazuddin Ahmed, DUJ Gen-
eral Secretary Ruhul Amin
Gazi, BFUJ ex-secretary gen-
eral Syed Zafar, BFUJ member
Borhan Ahmed, DUJ Joint
Secretary M A Aziz, DUJ Vice
President Masud Nizami, DUJ
executive committee member
Shafiq Chowdhury. Dainik
Desh unit chief Abul Kalam
Manik, Dainik Dinkal unit chief
Shurshid Alam, Dainik Naba
Abhijan unit chief Mohammad
Modabber, Bangladesh Ob-
server unit chief Syed Sarwar
Alam Chowdhury and Abdul
Karim, former news editor of
Dainik Azad addressed the

rally.
Walkout
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from the House following the
walkout.

Col (Retd) Olf Ahmed intro-
duced the Eastern Railway
Servants Group I[nsurance
(Amendment) Bill; and the
Eastern Railway Servants
Benevolent Fund Amendment
Bill. The two bills are to vali-
date two ordinances promul-
gated by the caretaker gov-
ernment. ,

The Industrial Relatiops
(Amendment) Bill introdu
by Islam Mia also seeks
to te an ordinance pro-
mulgated in 1990 to keep the
Security Printing Press of

esh Bank outside the
purview of the Industrial Rela-
tions Ordinance of 1969.

Ganges water

From Page | Col. 8

the desire of all who fought the
autocratic regime."Transfer of
power to a sovereign parlia-
ment was the commitment of
three alllances during the
movement against autocracy,
but BNP has been maintaining
silence on this {issue”, he
added.

The AL Leader expressed
concern over the landing of an
Indian helicopter on the soll of
Bangladesh. He said, it is sur-
prising the Prime Minister is
not aware of it. "He also men-
tioned BSF's firing in border
arcas.

As regards Farakka issue,
Salauddin Yusuf maintained
that Awami League government
ensured due share of Ganges
water, but after the killing of
Bangabandhu in 1975, the sit-
uation deteriorated and all the
governments who ruled the

| country during last 15 years

failed to realise due share of
water from India while the

flow of water in Ganges re-
duced alarmingly. He called

upon the government to take
adequate measures to solve the

problem.

He alleged that the History
of Liberation was being dis-
torted and said that none can
deny that Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman was the archi-
tect of Bangladesh who
brought independence after 23
years' s . "We don't deny
that late Ziaur Rahman gave a
declaration of independence
on 27 March of 1971 on behalf
of Bangabandhu", he said.

He regretted that a certain
quarter was engaged in propa-
ganda against Awami League.
He said it was a fact that India
helped us during our
Liberation War, but due to ini-
tiatives of Bangabandhu, Indian
Army returned home only after
three months of the victory in
the Liberation War. "There is
no such instance in the world
that the foreign troops left a
country so quickly.”

He deplored that t gov-
ernment fmd failed tnp‘:thh: the
problems of Tinbigha and
Talpatty.

State Minister of Labour and
Manpower Barrister Rafiqul
Islam thanked Acting
President for his speech and
stressed on maintaining politi-
cal stability in the country. He
said that members of both the

Treasury Bench and the
Opposition fought unitedly to
bring an end to autocratic
regime. "Now, we have to work
unitedly to build the country”,
he added.

He said that it was late
President Ziaur Rahman who
reestablished democracy based
on multi-party system. He
mentioned the critical eco-

nomic situation of the country |

as described 1in Acting

President's speech and said
"we have o overcome this sit-

uation for which we should be

ready for any sacrifices”.
Ansar Al of Jamaat-e-[slami

stressed on setting up parlia-

mentary form of government |

and sovereign parliament ac-

countable to the people. He !

appreciated holding of a fair
election under the neutral
government of Justice
Shahabuddin and said that in
future, free and fair election
should be ensured.

Others who took part in the
discussions, were, Mir
Showkat All, Jahanara Begum
and Akbar Hussain of BNP, Abu
Hasan Chowdhury and Altaf
Hussain Golondaz of AL.

Movement again
if JS fails to
play effective
role : 5- party

The Five Party alliance. on
Tuesday warned that if the
Jatiya Sangsad failed to play an
effective role in materialising
the commitment of the three
alliances, it would organise
movement in the street again,
reports BSS.

The alliance, in a resolution
at a meeting of its central
committee held in Dhaka
Tuesday with alliance convener

uzzaman Bhuiyan in the
chair, said the framework an-
nounced by the three alliances
on November 19 last year was
a political commitment as the
abstract of the nine-year anti-
autocracy democratic move-
ment.

The meeting attended by
Rashed Khan Menon, Nirmal
Sen. Sharif Nurul Ambia, Bimal
Biswas, AFM Mahbubul Hugq
and Naim Jahangir,

Seen from the gallery 1
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greeted by the Treasury Bench
members with loud thumping
of the tables.

Salahuddin Yusuf resented
the failure of the post-75 gov-
ernments in resolving what he
called the ‘Farakka river’ prob-
lem. When he mentioned
Farakka as a river for the first
time in the House during his
speech on Tuesday it was
taken as slip of the tongue. But
when the learned MP repeated
it everyone seemed to wonder
whether the Farakka Barrage
had really turned into a river.

Surprisingly none reacted
in the House and probably
‘Farakka river’ was duly
recorded in the proceedings
to guide (or misguide?) the

posterity.
rather than par-
D liamentary vocabulary

dominated the proceedings at
least during the discussion on

the President's speech.

Out of eight members Altaf
Hussain ‘Gulandaz’ set the
record of demagogy. He de-
voted B0 per cent of his time

tributes to the late

_ Enden:thehwmm

Barrister Rafiqul Islam of
BNP failed to ss the
:ﬁ:lﬂrltnq

House with a
feat.

Surprisingly, Lt Gen (rtd)
Mir Shawkat Ali was an excep-
tion. He was forthright in
making his speech and he was

very articulate in making
points clear. He unexpectedly
did not fumble during his
speech.

bul Ahsan Choudhury son

of the late President Abu
Sayeed Choudhury and grand-
son of famous Speaker Abdul
Hamid Choudhury made an
emotional speech. He called
for united efforts to solve na-
tional problems, instead of
fighting each other. His leader

Sheikh Hasina heard him in | Rgaz

rapt attention.

Col (rtd) Akbar Hussain was
unusually sober while making a
speech in the House. Those
who saw him in the 1979 par-
liament must have discovered
quite different Akbar Hussain.
He seems to have lost his
touch in making entertaining
remarks in the House.

t took 75 minutes for
I Speaker Abdur Rahman
Biswas to end a controversy
over the decision on an

adjournment motion on the
Central Jail incident

He did not admit the mo-
tion for discussion but allowed
the Members to debate on its

for 75 minutes.

The time could well be
utilised to discuss the matter.

The Speaker even failed to
impress the Opposition mem-
bers about their chance Lo
speak on the issue which led

to a brief walkout

Dhaka Jail
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of eight categories have already
been released from country's
76 jails.

An under-trial prisoner
Abdul Momin of Mymensingh
was killed in Monday's revolt
He was injured serfously when
he tried to cross the wall of
the jail, jail officials said. But
an eyewitness sald the was
mercilessly beaten by security
guards.

The condition of 8ix prison-
ers in the PG Hospital and
three officials and warden
in Dhaka Medical College
Hospital was improving., hospi-
tal sources said.

The authorities after the
count confirmed that 13 pris-
oncrs escaped from the jail on
Monday. Police were hunting
for the absconding prisoners,
the source said.

IG (Prison)

The situation inside Dhaka
Central Jail 1s now under full
control of the authorities after
the recovery of a huge quan-
tity of sharp and lethal
weapons from the possession
of the agitated prisoners,
Inspector General of Prisons
Colonel Abdul Matin told BSS
on Tuesday night.

He said a vigorous search

. operation was conducted in-

side the jail with the help of
police and BDR personnel
Monday night following pris-
oners’ violence inside the jail
compound. BDR and police
continued their search upto 2
am on Tuesday and seized var-
ious weapons made by the
prisoners themselves Ilike
sharp knife. 'dao’, ‘bhonjalf’,
sticks and rods.

BDR and police left Dhaka
Central Jail after the situation
became normal, Colonel Matin
said.

During Monday's violence,
two Deputy Jailors and four
Jail Sepoys and several pris-
oners were also injured. One of
the two jailors was admitted to
a hospital, he said.

Col. Matin said the situation
was normal Tuesday and
"complete peace is expected
to be restored in near future.”

Speaking about the cause of
jail violence, Col. Matin said
educated prisoners were be-
hind the agitation inside the
jail who were using the illiter-
ate inmates to take advantage
of the transitional period fol-
lowing the fall of the Ershad
regime.

"Prisoners like doctors,
engineers, businessmen and

also political workers are in-
stigating the illiterate and
general prisoners for an agita-
tion inside the jail,” Col Matin
said. adding. their motive was
to get out of the jail compound
by synchronising their so-
called movement with the
movement of the opposition

political parties.

Campus
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uddin Ahmed and a repre-
sentative of the Home Ministry
with the rank and status of a
joint Secretary Mr. Nuruddin
M Kamal, Joint Secretary Min

istry of Education, will act as
the member-secretary of Lhe
committee.

The education system has
been seriously hampered due
to the increase of violence in
the varsity campuses in the re-
cent . As a result. various
problems. including session
jam, have cropped up in case
of university education.

The committee will identify
the direct and indirect causes
of violence in the university
campuses. [t will also deter-
mine possible and long-term
measures for violenee

in the us and will also
consider other relevant mat-
lers.

The commitiee will submit

its report to the gavernment
within four weeks.
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press conference at the end of the angual session of

National

the media. reports AFP.

People’s Congress (NPC). or Parliament.
had been informed of the sftuation of refugees
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- Ershad’s trial
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the number ‘2" was replaced by

number through overwriting
D.L: Was any article shown
to you ?
LA: | did not see any article.
Nothing was shown to me.
D.L: Did you ask Golam
Mustafa about the documents ?
ILA: | had seen the CMM

. showing the documents to
|« Golam Mostafa.

D.L: Are you a regular visttor
of the CMM ?

I.A: He i1s known to me
since cons.

D.L: Did Golam Mostafa tell
the CMM that he was recover-
ing goods 7

I.LA: He did not say anything
about the recovery of the arti-
cles.

D.L: (giving a suggestion ):
The Dental Surgeon met the
CMM on that day and signed
the seizure list.

The defense lawyer then
cross-examined the Executive

' Engineer of the Public Works

' December 26.

Department.

D L You have mentioned
that some arms were recov-
ered on December 22. But that
was not mentioned in the in-

ventory.
E.E: It was mentioned in
the inventory.

D.L: There was no 'personal’
remark against the recovered
arms. Why did you not mention
against arms anything in the
remark column ?

E.E: "Personal® was not
mentioned but it was men-
tioned that the arms were
found without any license.

D.L: You could not decide
whether the arms were per-
sonal or not.

E.E: The committee could
not decide whether the arms
were personal at that time so
the column was kept blank.

D.L: Mostafizur Rahman de-
posited a box on December 24.
Did you make any list of the
arms which were found in the
box ?

E.E: We made a separate list
of the arms which were found
in the box.

D.L: Is there any list of
those arms in the inventory ?

Attorney General : This is
unnecessary.

E.E: We made a scparate list
of the items which were re-
covered from the box.

D.L: Mostafizur Rahman
handed over the box voluntar-
ily ?

E.E: Mostafizur Rahman
who is the representative of
Ershad said that the box was
taken by Ershad's mother-in-
law along with other personal
belongings. The box was given
back along with the arms.

D.L: Why did you not taken a
decision instantly about the
arms ?

E.E: A scparate list was
prepared. But we could not
take a decision whether those
were personal belongings or
gifts.
D.L: You went to Sena
Bhaban to bring the articles of

Bangabhaban ?
E.E: 1 did not go there to
bring the articles of

Bangabhaban My responsibility
was o identify the items of the
Public Works Department
(PWD).

D.L: You did not know about
the arms till December 26 ?

E.E: Yes. | did not know
whose arms those were (ill
December 26.

D.L: Was there any discus-
sion about it ?

E.E: The CMM wanted a di-
rective from the Home
Ministry about the disposal of

the arms.

D.L: So can we assume that
these arms were undecided
items in the inventory list 7

E.E: | know that no decision
on those arms was taken ull
| was there 0
see the articles supplied by the
PWD.

D.L: No arms were recov-
ered on December 22 and all
the arms were found on
December 24 7

E.E: Some arms wele re-
covered on December 22 and
the DBBLs were recovered on
[ ecember 24.

D.L: Do you know your liems
? Can you identily them among
the other items 7

E.E: | can identify my goods
and other deparumentis can

identtfy thetr goods.

D.L: You told the police that
{nudldmtmq-
rom Sena Bhaban on
December 232.

E.E: | can't remember #f |
said anything about the recov-
ery of arms from the
Bhaban or not. | also can't re-
member that | told the
that we recovered four
guns from the Sena Bhaban
December 24. .

D.L: From where were the
goods supplied to Sena Bhaban
?

E.E: The goods to Sena
Bhaban used to be supplied by
two authorities the MES

]

i

D.L: In the inventory serial
no 184 one item was men-
tioned as gold coloured
Tajmahal. But' the name of
“Jattya Party” was inscribed on
the article. How can it be an
item of Bangabhaban 7

E.E: There was a mark of
BV which means it is an arti-

cle of the Bangabhaban.

D.L: You have mentioned
that the arms were found in
the "coth”. What is the mean-
ing of the “coth”.

E.E: The room which is
designated for kee arms

Ot Whase ‘atv s e
71 at
of the

D.L: Do you know that the

gift items are kept on display

where the President stays ?
E.E: | know that the gift

items are kept at

E.E: The gifts are
the dilshy centre

E.E: No | don'L
D.L: From were will you

long to Ershad ?
E.E: The Public Works

Department has the responsi-
bility to maintain that place.

for state banquets at
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