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| _eader of the House says

The Jatlya Sangsad resumed
s sitting at 11.02 am with the

Speaker Abdur Rahman Biswas
in the chair. The day's
proceedings began with
recitation from the Holy

Quran. reports BSS.
Jail incident

Alter recitation from the
Quran, the Leader of the
Opposition Shetkh Hasina took

the floor and drew the
attention of the Chair to the
incident at Dhaka Central Jail,
reported in Tuesday's
newspapers, from where 30

prisoners escaped and man
others injured :

She said recent incidents
in different Jails in the
country and in the Dhaka
Central Jail were indications
that the law and order
situation had deteriorated.
There was also a sense of

insecurity among the people,

she said.

Shetkh Hasina said that
sS0Mme members had
already ght adjournment

mm Zia who Is
the of the
Mindstry of Home

As the Leader of

issue at the out set of
Tuesday's session a
statement from the Home
Minister.

Giving decision on the
adjournment motions,

other by Abdus Sobhan
Wamaat) on the attack on
Muslim community at

Farddabad in india.

The Speaker, however, said
tRat he would est the

Leader of the House and Prime

Minister. holding the charge of
Home Affairs. 10 make a

opposition
members rose o their feet and
voiced their demand once

agun

Badruddoza

At this stage. Deputy Leader
of the House, Profl Badruddoza
Chowdhury said that the
Leader of the House and Prime
Minister will make statement
on the jail incidents on

Tuesday.

Suranjit Sen

Ganatantree Party member
Suranjit :‘.l-c:nl‘ﬂupu also
pleaded that
motions on jail Incidents
should be accepted by the
House to find ways for
ensuring security in the jails.

Leader of the Opposition
Shetkh Hasina sald that the
incident at the Dhaka Central
Jail was very tragic. She said
rhany people were killed and

many prisoners fled. She said

Sheikh Hasina said a

solution to the lem could
be found discussions.
She said none wanted

undesirable incidents in jn.‘lh.
Rather, the improvement of
law and order situation

re in the country was

everywhe
desired by all
to the chair for

She
allowing discussion on the jail
incidents before the Leader of
the House made a statement
on the issue.

Delwar Hussain

Khandaker Delwar Hussain
(BNP- said that the
jail incidents become a
regular event and there was no
scope for the opposition
members to discuss it under
an rmment motion. He
saild incidents had been taking
place in various jails of the

‘country since December last

year.

The Treasury bench
member also pointed out that
the matter was subjudice
because an enquiry

commission had been set up to
investigate it. But Hussain's
ments were not audible

With the
the Chair, Shahjahan Siraj
USD-S) wanted to know from
the Speaker as to why his
adjournment motions which
he had submitted on April 7
and 8 were not brought before
the House. He said under
relevant provision of the rules
of procedures, the
adjournment motions brought
by the members must be

"l"hcd JSD Leader then
referred to the ail
incident that Mm" in
1980, saying that during the
previous BNP government
several hundred people were
killed and other inmates
of the Khuina Jatl

As most of .the tion
bench members were then
irying to speak at a time.
Speaker Abdur Rahman Biswas
requesied the members to
cooperate with him iIn
conducting the House in an

that
party

party.
Eovernmeni
unnecessarily complicating a

. I this trend

responsibility to

Jail incidents outburst
of pent-up resentment

Asaduzzaman
Asaduzzaman (AL-Magura)

said unless adjournment
motion like this was allowed,
democracy cannot function. He
said the incident in the
Dhaka Central Jail Monday
deserved claborate discussion
by the members of parliament
to stop recurrence of such
incidents.

Supporting the motion,
Rashed Khan Menon, the lone
Workers Party member, said
the nation had every right to
know what was happening in
the country's jails for quite
some time. These incidents
must be stopped and proper
measures should be taken on
the basis of the suggestions,
arrived at after a through
review, he added.

ASM Firoz

A.S.M. Firoz (AL-Patuakhali)
then argued that the jail
incidents had already become
a national issue. Such incidents
have also been causing image
problem for the country
abroad, he added. He
supported the adjournment
motion, saying that the House
must discuss the motion
without delay.

JP stages walkout

At this stage, some Jatiya
Party members sitting in the
back rows of the floor became
noisy with a view to attracting
the chair's attention. But
failing to do so, some of them
including Advocate Fazle Rabbi
(JP-Gaibandha) started
thumping the table with the
help of his paper file.

The Speaker then warned
Rabbi by name for "unruly
behaviour” and said he was
giving him "notice” for such
unparliamentary behaviour of
the floor. Some of the JP
members were seen
to the Speaker's observation.
After some time they staged a

walkout.
Salahuddin Quader

56(1) of
constitution and said the
present BNP Council of
Ministers includ the Prime
Minister were only to “aide
and advise the President.” not

that when
the BNP Council of Ministers
was holding the authority of
the government then why they
were Lrying to take the
the
government, which is under
the au of the President.
Chowdhury had uttered some
words which the Speaker later

expunged.

Shamsuddoha

CPB group leader Shams-
uddoha said, the nt
motion brought by
of rhe

want no more bloodshed and
we want that to mother should
further' lose her beloved
children.”

Hc-idmufm:ﬁtm. :

in the House had experiences

in undergoing imprisonment
and as su we feel the

security and safety oi the jail
life should be protected. s

e T iR Proceedin gs

had accepted the importance
of holding a discussion on the
issue. there should not be any
bar to do #1 immediately

Abdus Samad Azad
Taking the floor next, the

Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad
said, the incident which took
place in the Dhaka Central Jail
Monday had created serious
concern for the entire nation
and it. "We can not
do any ness in this House
bypassing the anxiety of the
entire nation,” he said.

Samad said that during the
last three days, Tofael Ahmed,
Suranfit Sengupta and some
other members had tried to
draw the attention of the
House to discuss several
s dic incidents that took

in various jails of the
country. “If the issue were
allowed to be discussed, the
unfortunate incident in Dhaka
Jail might not have taken
placde”, he observed.

Narrating the paramount
importance of discussing the
matter immediately, Samad
said, "If solutions could not be
found out in this House,
similar incidents may flare up
in other jails of the country
too.”
Abdus Samad referred to
the speech at the inaugural
session by the Acting
President who expressed his
deep concern over the "jail
revolt” and said the issue
demanded immediate
discussion pending all other
proceedings of the House.

Samad further that a
type of torture like that of the
middle ages was let loose in
the Dhaka Central Jail
according to information
received from inside.

Mohammad Nasim

Mohammad Nasim (AL)
congratulated Salahuddin
Quader Chowdhury for
unveiling the fact that fathers
of two MPs in this House also
died in the Dhaka Central Jail.
But he clarified that
Salahuddin Quader
Chowdhury's father Fazlul
Quader Chowdhury died of
disease while his (Nasim's)
father (Retd) Mansur Ali
was brutally killed.

Nasim said that were
demanding a discussion on the
issue not being led by any
emotion but with a sincere
intention to make the jail life
secure. "We want to help the
Treasury Bench and the
government as the issue of
ensuring safety and security
were also important for them.”

Akbar Hossain

The Speaker then the
floor to Akbar Hulllir{FBRP]
who pointed out that he
suffered t for 14
months under five different
terms and as such he was
ml:li: of the tragedy of the jail

the Dhaka Central
Jail incident as "a terrible
incident”, Hossain said the
solution to the problem might
be found out through
discussion by the members of
both the Treasury and the
Opposition Benches. But, he
said, the House could not
discuss the issue before the
Leader of the House gave a
statement on what had
happened inside the jail.

Akbar Hossain said, the
press re may not be
s o Sipophstone.i
on the basis of newspaper
reports would be ke that of
the "blind man's view of the

elephant.”

right at the moment. After
accepting the meotion, a date
had to be fixed to discuss the
Issue

The Speaker closed
discussion on the tssue saying
that after having a version from
the Leader of the House.

not a matter of regularity
rather it was a issue.
She said the previous jail inci-
dents had been referred to by
the Acting President in his
speech in the floor of this au-
gust House while we want an
adjournment on the issue that
occurred later. She said a
commission had been formed
for the previous jail incidents
not for the Dhaka Jail incident

The Leader of the House
called upon the Speaker to
adjourn the House by admit-
ting the motion.

In protest of non-accep-
tance of the adjournment mo-
tion, Sheikh Hasina led the en-
tire Opposition members at a
walk-out for two minutes.

Immediately after the walk-
out by the Opposition, the
Speaker gave the floor to the
Communications Minister Col.
(Retd) Oli Ahmed.

The Communications Minis-
ter introduced the Eastern

Servants Group Insur-
ance (Amendment) Bill, 1991,
and the Eastern Railway Ser-
vants Benevolent Fund
(Amendment) Bill, 1991.

The Speaker then gave the
floor to State Minister for
Labour and Manpower Barris-
ter Islam Meah who in-
trodu the Industrial Rela-
tions (Amendment) Bill, 1991.

Initiating the second day's
discussion on the motion of
thanks to the Acting President
for his speech on the ina
session of the fifth Jatiya
Sangsad on April 7, Akbar Hos-
gen (BNP-Comilla) thanked
Shahs Ahmed for com-
pleting a free, fair and historic
election. He said we have seen
media coup and vote dacoity in
the past and we have bitter

experience in this regard.
Salahuddin Yusuf

The Speaker then gave the
floor to Slahuddin Yusuf (AL-

Khulna).
Yusuf said the Presi-
dent in his speech had rightly

pointed out the country’
ous economic crisis.

He hoped that the demo-
cratic process which had been
set in motion through the
neutral and elections
held would be consolidated to
fulfil the hopes and aspiration
of the people.

He. however regretted that

the ghost of autocracy was still

lingering,
Referring to the issue of

Ganges water sharing between
Baggﬂh:uh and Ind;? Yusuf
sal government of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh "
man had ensured 44,000
cusec of water for Bangladesh
thr;uﬂ: an mﬂn nt.

erming agreement as
historic, Yusuf said under the
agreement, the flow of Ganges
water could not be diverted
without the concurrence of
Bangladesh.

He mentioned that the -
ernment which came lﬁ:r
1975 could ensure only
34,000 cusec of water. He re-
gretted that though the Joint
River Commission time and
again, the result was zero. He
said the government of Presi-
dent Ershad never initiated
any move to solve the Farrakka
problem. He hoped that the
new government would take
appropriate steps to flow
of the water save
the mother region of
Bangladesh from drought.

Yusuf also pointed out the
Talpatti problem and won-
dered why the Indian army
was there. He demanded of the

s seri-

ruling to take imfediate
:urﬂ r solving the prob-

He then referred to the
B;)’blseml in coastal shrimp-
areas and said influential
and vested rs were oc-
cupying cultivable land from
peasants under the pretext of
shrimp cultivation and causing
them immense sufferings. In
the past the vested quarters
took shelter under the gov-
ernment in power. He
that the present mmmhopﬁ
would not allow such elements
to resort to such malpractices.

Yusuf also appealed to the
ruling party to take immediate
nuuur:;';: solving water

m ai in
:lm'n-m area t:u'mdlu-mﬂt
suffering of 37 lakh people
living there.

Yusul said could
conceal the facts of history be-
causc truth prevails despite all
altempts to suppress it

in this connection he
pointed out that the father of

Three bills
tabled

Three bills including one
secking ban on trade union ac-
tivities at the Security Printing
Press at Gazipur were intro-
duced in the House Tuesday,
reports UNB.

State Minister for Labour
and Manpower Barrister

Islam Mia tabled the
Industrial Relations
(Amendment) Bill. 1991, pro-
viding for the ban.

Communication Minister
Col (Rtd) Olf Ahmed intro-
::udmﬂ:mm other bills —

“ Servants
Group Insurance '
Bill, 1991 and the Eastern

Servants Benevolent
Fund ment) Bill. 199].

President Justice

Mujtbur Rah-

DHAKA WEDNESDAY APRIL 10, 199]

Law and order situation

nation hu was the
real architect of our indepen-
dence who had rendered
hardships and suffered jail
terms for the emancipation of
the people. Through his long
process of struggle. Danga-
bandhu prepared the people to
make any sacrifice for realising
thetr rights. Ziaur Rahman de-
clared the independence in
the name of Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

He said, We do not want to
underestimate anybody's con-
tribution, including Ziaur
Rahman's towards the inde-
pendence of the country.

He demanded the trial of
the killers of Bangabandhu to
stop recurrence of such inci-
dents. Had the killers of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman been punished, an-
other tragic incident, like the
killing of Ziaur Rahman, would
not have taken place, he said.

Yusuf said he could not find
any reason for the long unusual
silence of the government on
the question of sovereignty of
parliament.

The House was adjourned at
1.05 pm for Zhor prayer till

two pm.

Badruddoza

The House resumed its ses-
sion at 2-05 pm after Zohr
prayer with Speaker Abdur
Rahman Biswas in the chair.

Salauddin Yusuf (AL), con-
tinuing his s h said the
paramount before the na-
tion today was to ensure the
sovereignty of parliament
which was the main objective
of the historic joint declaration
of three alllances during the
recent mass upsurge that top-
pled the autocratic govern-
ment.

The Opposition member

prevent any uneonstitutional
change in the government. He

Suranjit Sen
deplored that no parliament in

the post-independence era
could complete its full term
and expressed the hope that
this House would see the com-
pletion of its full five year
term.

Mir Shawkat Ali

Taking the floor next, Lt.
Gen. Mir Shawkat Ali Bir Ut-
tam (BNP), Dhaka said it was
his maiden speech in Parlia-
ment as a peoples’ representa-
tive and the Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
deserved praise for holding a
free and fair elections that had
made the coming into being of
this House :

The Treasury Bench mem-
ber said he would like to refer
to some historical past because
certain information was neces-
sary to be men here in
the context of discussions on
the motion of thanks to the
President for his speech.

Gen (Retd ) Shawkat said
the Acting President in his
speech mentioned some big
problems facing the nation like
the population boom. unem
ployment, industrialisation.
agricultural production etc.
and added that Shaheed Presi-

who had turned his eye to all
these problems.

He sald President Zia
wanted to a revolution in
checking the population ex-
ploston, inittated several steps

of the people
for nine years to dislodge au-
tocracy and said this period
could have been shortened ff
all the parties involved in the
movemenl were sincerc in
their purpose.

The existence of the 1986
parliament certainly came as a
boost for the autocratic gov-
ernment and helped lengthen-
ing its illegal tenure, he said,
adding, that the stand taken by

Begum Zia that no elections

under the tyrannical regime
would be free and fair proved
correct and this spoke of her
political sagacity.

Gen Ali turning to the dif-
ferent problems, called “for
rcalisation of all bank loans
from those who had so far
tried to play with public
money. He proposed step simi-
lar to that which present a
person who had not repaid his
loans, from taking part in the
Union Council elections, be ex-
tended to higher elections as a
step to recovery of such loans.

The Treasury Bench mem-
bers demanded a white paper
on the cases of corruption that
had taken place during the
past regime and also wanted 1o
know who was that single per
son responsible for trouble in
the entire garments industry

Hasan Chowdhury

Speaking next, Abdul Hasan
Chowdhury (AL-Tangail) paid
tributes to Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and
said as a new member, he
would remember him most to-
day because the country would
not have come into existence
without long and able leader-
ship of the late leader.

"Bangabandhu is synony-
mous with sh and any
amount of conspiracy to down-
play his role as the architect of
this nation would pever carry
any water,” he said.

Chowdhury also raised such
freedom fighters like late Gen.
Ziaur Rahman, Khaled Moshar-
raf and colonel Taher and said
it would be improper not to
give one, one's due.

He also had a pat for his

revious speaker Lt General
td) Shawkat Ali for receiv-
ing gallantry award in the Lib-
eration War and satd all had
responded to the call of
"Bangabandhu” to take arms for
the independence of the na-
tion. But Chowdhury disputed
the observation of Gen
Shawkat that the country was
self-sufficient during the time
of late President Ziaur Rahman
because the information was
not true.

The young opposition
member thanked Acting Pres-
ident Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed for taking the respon-
sibility of the nation at a criti-
cal time and steering the
country through this phase.
But he stressed that the task
before the nation was to switch
over to the parllamentary form
of government which alone
could institutionalise demoec-
racy in the country

Chowdhury demanded re-
lease of valiant freedom fighter
Kader Siddiqui and wondered
how the killer of
"Bangabandhu” were moving
freely in the country.

He wanted proper utilisa-
tion of the local resources like
export of pineapple of Tangail
and honey of Modhupur.

Jahanara Begum

Prof Jahanara Begum [(BNP)
demanded a white paper re-
garding the nine-year rule of
deposed President Ershad.

She said trial of deposed
President Ershad alone would
not do. All those who collabe-
rated with Ershad during his

must also be brought to
book without fail.

One must not forget, she
said that hundreds of students
and common people were
subjected to various types of
harassment and many lost
their lives — what was the con-
solation for the near and dear
ones of those who had lost
their lives, she asked.

Prof Jahanara told the
Sangsad that it was under the
uncompromising leadership

&gmm the masses
of could bring about
the down of Ershad's auto
cratic re . The criminals

res for the autocratic
rule ¢f nine-years must be pun-
ished, she said

Altaf Hussain Golandaz

Altal Hussain Golandaz (AL-
Mymensingh) forcefully de-

atlya Sangsad

pride of place in the annals of
our national history, none
should back out from this
stand point in the greater na-
tional iInterest,

Rafiqul Islam Meah
Barrister Rafiqul II=

Meah (BNP) congratulated
Acting President for correctly

deteriorates : Hasina

projecting the real pleture of
the national economy and
other aspects of the national
life in his address in the par-
liament.

Giving tributes to both the
Leader of the House and t
Leader of the Opposition for
their rule in the struggle for
re-establishing democracy,
Islam said that this Sangsad
was an outeome of the relent-
less struggle of the peaple,

. Ccussion
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Khaleda Zia
Therefore he

rhis
Sangsad had to play its due
role o transiate into rcality

the high hopes and aspirations
of the entire nation.

sald,

Ansar Al

Ansar Ali Uamaat-Satkhira),
in his tumn, tributes to
those who laid down their Bves
during last anti-autocracy
movements.

He thanked the Acting
President for his speech i
the Jatiya. Sangsad on April 5
saying Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed should be thanked be-
cause he was a neutral person
and conducted the freest and
fairest elections ever held 'in
the country.

Body to be set up to probe
jail incident

At this stage the Leader of
the House. Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia, who is in
charge of HHome Ministry
made a slaicnent in the Housa

anmouncin sefting vp of a
" 560 10 probé into the
Dhaka tral Jail incident

The Prime Minister said
one prisoner had died while
trying to escape by scaling the
wall from injuries sustained
during the attempt. She said
that 13 prisoners had escaped
by creating terrortsim Lhrough
explosions of cockiails and

Tractng the background of
the tncidents she said the au-
tocratic regime of 'ﬂ{*pu-rd
President Ershad let loose a
reign of terror and repression
on the people during its 9 year
rule and sent many people to
jatl. Five thousand prisoncrs
were |od in Dhaka Central
Jail which could accommodate

nnb'lﬁulhm ¥

The fhetdents t1h jails. she
said were the outburst of the
pent-up resentmen' ol prisonn-
ers internal by the autocratic

regime and the demand for
their release.

Begum Zia said since taking
over the Home Ministry she
had been trying to take sieps
to overcome the probiems of
the jails and the prisoners so
that they could not disturh

ace through lcgrogism in
thre. e

Rafigul Islam Meah

After the statement of the
Leader of the House Prime
Minister and Home Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia, the
Ganatantree Party leader
Suranjit Sengupta toek the
floor.

Depuly Leafler of 1the

‘ Opposition Abdus Samad Azad

then took the floor and drew
the attention of the Chair

The Speaker wanted to
know from Azad whether he
would say anything en the jail
incident.

Samad said the issue was an
important one hence further
discussfon was essential He
asked the House to allow dis-
the fssue today
to findout some
tangible suggestions for the so-
htion to the problem

The Speaker adjourned the
House ot 408 pm ull 11 am
todlay



