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NEW YORK : Former US President Rouald Reagan and his wife Nancy are at the centre of
blication of the ex-First Lady's ‘Unauthorised Autobiography’.

as flagrant.

UNDATED, Apr 9 : Book-
stores couldn't unpack the

new of Nancy Rea-
gan fast eno Monday as
buyers crowded stores to get

their hands on the book,
which tells about the former
First Lady's affair with Frank
Sinatra and her penchant for

recycling gifts, reports AP.

"1 sold 50 since | got them
in a half-hour ago and [ haven't
even had time to take them
out of the box,” said Perry
Haberman, owner of the Madi-
son Avenue Bookshop in New

York City.

C.C. McClure, store manager
at the Downtown Book and Toy
in Jefferson City, Missouri,
said she was fending off calls
for Kitty Kelley's "Nancy Rea-
gan, the Unauthorized Blugra-
phy" while waiting for a ship-
ment.

"It doesn't ne mean
everyone wants to buy it, but

they all want to look at it for
sure,” she said.

"Just about every other call
is for Nancy Reagan,” said
Carol Allin. owner of Capitol
Bookstore in Little Rock,
Arkansas. "I'm afraid | didn't
order enough. .... | didnt ex-
pect this kind of turnout.”

At a Barmes and Noble store
in mid-Manhattan, 300 copies
of Kelley's book arrived in early
afternoon; 200 were gone
within a few hours. The book
sells for about 256 Dollars.

"I've never seen anything
like it is my publishing car-
rier,” sald Jack McKeown, vice
president of Simon and Schus-
ter, the book’s publishers.
"Since 9 a.m., we have already
picked up 100,000 copy re-
orders.” |

That's in addition to the
600,000 copies Simon and
Schuster already had in or en
route to book stores around
the country.

WASHINGTON : Author Kitty Kelley (R) poses next to a life-size poster
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of former first lady

Nancy Reagan during a publication party 8 April for her new book "Nancy Reagan, the

Unauthorized Biography”. The new Nancy
allegations about the former first lady.

Disclosures termed flagrant, absurd

tion of uana use to

marital infidelity to my fail-
ure to be present at the

Reagan

The book claims that the
former president continued
to see one of his longtime
girl friends after he married

her family, was bom.
"While | am accustomed to re-

surd falsehoods cited in a
recently-published book
clearly exceed the bounds

of decency.” Reagan said.

Over 2m Iraqis pouring into border with Iran, Turkey

'Nancy was US President for 8

The allegations of a Nancy-Si-
natra affair were splashed
over the front s of New
York's tabloids while pages
of inside stories recounted
Kelley's allegations of
Ronald Reagan's promiscu-
ity in his early Hollywood
days. Even New York Times

played the charges on page

one

In an interview with Reuter's
Kelley, 48, said she stood by
her claims based on more
than 1,000 interviews over
four years with estranged
family members, alienated
former stafl members as
well as friends of the Rea-

Kelley said Mrs 's most
significant act in the White
House was pus her hus-
band into a dialogue with
the Soviet Union. which
eventual led to the end of

~ the Cold War.

Kelley also said Nancy Reagan
hated George Bush and had
nicknamed Reagan's former
vice president "whiney."

The First Lady never forgave
Bush for running against
Reagan in the 1980 Repub-
lican pri and dispar-
aged him behind his back as

weak and spineless, she

‘said.
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Kelley, who earned a 3.5 mil-
lion dollar advance from
publisher Simon Andschus-
ter for the book on Mrs
Reagan, wrote in earlier bi-
ographies that Jacqueline
Kennedy Onassis underwent
shock treatment, that
former President John F.
Kennedy's retarded sister,
Rosemary, had a lobotomy,
and that Sinatra’'s mother
was and abortionist.

Kelley also says in her new
book that the Reagans
smoked marfjuana at a din-
ner in the late 1960s
when Reagan was still Gov-
ernor of California.

According to White House

. aides quoted by Kelley, Mrs
Reagan began her affair with
Frank Sinatra when her
husband was still Governor
and the rendezvous contin-
ued with private lunches’ in
the White House.

Kelley also unleashes a host of
charges on Reagan's alleged
adultery.

She reported that he had an
affair with actress Christine
Larson during his first year

of marriage to Nancy. She
wrote that Reagan's only

other philandering during

Reagan biography has stirred controversy due to

—AFP photo

agan seduced actress'

an |8-year-old girl while
Governor of California.

Kelley also quoted starlet Se-
lene Walters as saying that a
week before he announced
his engagement to Nancy
Davis in February 1952,
Reagan forced her to have
sex with him.

The former President said in
his statement that many of
his friends had urged him
to issue a point-by-point
denial of the book's charges.

But, "to do so would, | feel
provide a legitimacy to a
book that has no basis in
fact and serves no decent

his was in 1968
whtmgtdly seduced

purpose.” he said.

UN enclave in Iraq

possible : Perez

NEW YORK
Nations), Apr 9: U
e Javier tliemru de Cuellar
proposal for a UN enclave
inside Iraq for Kurdish
refugees was “complicated” but
not impossible, reports AFP.

‘The idea was first pub-
licized in a television interview
Sunday by Turkey's President
who accused,

(United

E

"l don't think Jt's im-
possible.” Perez de Cuellar said
of Ozal's idea. "But of course f{t
would be in Iraqi territory
which would raise the problem
of sovereignty and | don't
know if we can im on Iraq
a special area that would be
complicated.”

UN Secretary General
said that in Mght of the exodus
of Kurds from northern Iragq,
he would be sending a special
envoy to the region to iIn-
vestigate and report back on
the situation.

‘It is not only an economic
but also a soctal problem for
those countries. | if in
the US you had all of a sudden
500,000 Mexicans or
Canadians coming in.” he said.
"It would be tremendous.”

More than two million
iragis fleeing northern Iraq
are pouring into the region
along Iraq's border with ﬁ'l:n
and Turkey. according to
French Secretary of State for
Humanitarian Action. Bernard
Kouchner. e

On another matter, Perez
de Cuellar said the United
Nations was ready to send an

observer force “almost
immediately” to the Iraq-
Kuwaiti border under the
terms of Security Council
Resolution 687, which set

conditions for a formal
ceasefire.
Perez de Cuellar also

announced that he would
propose that troops from the
five permanent Security
Council members nations —
the United States, Britain,
France, he Soviet Unfon and
China — form part of the
United Nations Iraq-Kuwait

Observer Mission (UNIKOM).

He emphasized that a
decision on the matter would
be up to the Security Council,
"but the impression | have is
that the five permanent mem-
bers will be part of the team
plus other countries from
different regional areas.”

Iraqi authorities have said
nothing about the observer
force so far, Perez de Cuellar
said, noting that the Ceasefire
Resolution calls for con-
sultation with the Iraqis but
not for their approval.

Kashmiris' threat to

JAMMU, India, Apr 9 : Mus-
lim militants holding two
Swedish engineers in Kashmir
warned Monday they would kill
them both unless India allowed
a London-based Amnesty In-
temational team to visit the
northern state, reports AFP.

The abductors also de-
manded a separate visit to the
region by a United Nations ob-
server team (0 assess the situa-
ton in Kashmir, India's only
Mushim- state torn by a
three-year-old secessionist

mm Muslim Jan-

abaaz Force (MUF), which has
claimed responsibility for the
March 31 uction of Johan
Jansson and Olle Loman. fixed
on April 13 deadline for the
federal Government to con-

kill Swedish engineers

cede its demands.

The MJF would be forced to
take the “extreme step” in
case New Delhi rejected its
demand, the abductors said in
a statement in Srinagar,
Kashmir's summer capital and
the urban hub of Muslim se-
cessionism.

The federally controlled
state administration said ef-
forts were stilll undér way to
trace the two engineers, who
were working at a hydroelec-
tric comstruction site in ¢he
northern frontier region of
Url.

Security forces have ar-
rested 40 suspected Kashmiri
militants while searching for
Jansson and Loman, a govern-

ment spokesman said iIn
Jammu, the state’'s winter
capital
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Mﬁ;ﬁmylnnia and Donald Wilmeth (R) from
child at a check point some 120 kms from the

Iraq border in US-cecupied territory.

—AFP photo

Soviet concern -
over Kurdish

situation

MOSCOW, Apr 9: The Soviet
Union is "very concerned”™ at
the situation of the Kurdish
refugees fleeing to Turkey and
Iran, Foreign Ministry spoke-
sman Yuri Gremytskikh said
Monday, reports AFP.

In view of the "hundreds of
thousands of Kurdish refugees”
fleeing Iraqi government
forces loyal to President
Saddam Hussein, the UN
Security Council resolution
condemning Baghdad's repres-
sfon of civilians "is in no way
an interference” in Iraq's
Internal Aflairs, Gremytskikh
said.

The Kurdish issue "Doubly”
concerned the Soviet Union,
he said. firstly because of the
poor people, the refugees. who
need humanitarian aid. but
secondly because of the people
(of Kurdish origin ) who live
inside the Soviet Union.”

Rally demands
polls in
Bulgaria in June

SOFIA. Apr 9: Some 35,000
cheering, f(lag-waving anti-
communists demonstrated in
the centre of Sofia on Monday
to demand Bulgarian parlia-
mentary elections in June, re-
ports Reuter. |

Parliament is holding up re-
form, said Georgi Markov, Vice
President of the democratic
party., one of the 20 non-com-

munist parties grouped in the
Union of Democratic Forces

(UDF).

“Is this possible— a parlia-
ment with a communist ma-
jority which is resisting impor-
tant laws to adopt a .new
democratic constitution for
Bulgaria? UDF leader Filip
Dimitrov said. .

Bulgarian television said
later the UDF coordinating
council decided that its 145
parliamentarfans would walk
out of the 400-seat parliament
on April 19 if elections were
not set for June.

7 killed in
Soviet copter

crash
MOSCOW, Apr 9: Seven
people were killed in the

Caucasus mountains when a
helicopter crashed after going
to the rescue of stranded
tourists, the Soviet Defence
Ministry said Monday, reports
Reuter.

The military helicopter
picked up a group of Finnish
and German tourists on
Thursday from the slopes of
mount Elbrus, the highest
mountain in Eu , but 1
crashed during a second aritft.

The official Soviet News
Agency Tass quoted the de-
fence ministry as saying those
killed included three military
crew members and four civil-
ans. ‘

Off the Record

- Raisa keen to meet
Kurosawa

- . TOKYO : While her hushand discusses the new world order
with Japanese Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu, Raisa Gorbachev
will visit a fish market, watch Kabuki actors and practise
flower arrangement, a Japanese protocol official said on
Tuesday, reports Reuter.

The Gorbachevs are due to arrive in Tokyo on April 16 for a
four-day visit, the first to Japan by a Soviet of state.

The official said Raisa’'s schedule was extremely tight. since
she had to attend many events with her husband, inchuding his
address to parliament and a meeting with the Emperor and
Empress. Details had not yet been completed.

But it will include a visit to the main Tokyo fish market,
watching Kabuki — traditional theatre with colourful costumes,
exaggerated make-up and musical accompaniment — and do-
ing [kebana, or Japanese flower a ment.

The official said there would be no time for shopping in the
glittering Ginza district but it might be possible to slot in a
lhunch of tempura — fish and vegetables fried in butter.

She had asked to mect Japan's premier film director, Akira
Kurosawa, BO, but the protocol official said a private meeting
‘was impossible because of his age. They might however meet
at a large reception planned at a Tokyo hotel.

In the 1970s the Soviet government provided financing for
Kurosawa when Japanese firms refused to do so.

Filioi oo b
accept money from Imelda

MANILA. Apr 9 : The Philippine opposition is willing to ac-
cept money from exiled former First Lady Imelda Marcos for
next year's elections despite charges that it was stolen, Vice
President Salvador Laurel said here Monday, reports AFP.

Mr. Laurel, who broke away from President Corazon Aquino
in 1987 to lead the opposition and is expected to run for
President, likened the May 1992 polls to a war in which one
lf:::tpt! "bullets” from allies without asking where they came

m.

"The important thing is there are no preconditions”, he
said at a Press conference. adding that the widow of
dictator Ferdinand Marcos had not made any direct offer of
support to him.

Mr. Laurel, who had railed against corruption during the
Marcos re . refused to comment when asked whether he
believed the Marcoses stole their money, saying the issue was

 already before the courts.

Mr. Laurel insisted that a "war of the widows™ was still pos-
sible, charging that Mrs. Aquino denied 33 times that she
wanted to succeed Mr. Marcos when were still
the martial law ruler in 1986 - —

"A woman can always change her mind.” he said. Mr. Laurel
said Mr. Marcos offered on his deathbed to "give 90 per cent
of all his earthly possessions” to the Philippines th a pri-
vate foundation he formed. but Mrs. Aquino's to hear
the pro doomed the idea.

But said he didn't know exactly how much Mr. Marcos
admitted owning when he visited the ailing former ruler in
Hawail in February 1989, seven months before he died.

Barnard plans to
leave South Africa

JOHANNESBURG (South Africa) : Dr. Christian Barnard,
who the world's first heart transplant, plans to
leave South Africa because of growing political unrest. a news-
paper reported Monday. AP.

The Star Barmnard was making o move
to Switzerland because he believed South Africa was headed
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majority. He was to ensure the
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in 1967,

., but
the failure of black
claimed hundreds

“There is no other country | would prefer to live in than
South Africa and | would immed
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