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Conflicts of the world laid

bare 1n silence

by Fayza Haq

Laurent Decol at the Shilpakala Academy — Star photo

Life is nefither-good nor bad : that is the
message of most of the entertainment offered by
Alllance Francaise. One got the same impressfon
seeing the fascinating mime show of "The Sad
Story of Timoleon Mangus®. This was performed
by the well-known French mime, Laurent Decol.
at the Shilpakala Academy recently.

The mime artist, who studied under Marcel
Marcia, 15 years ago. told the story of an
individual grappling with the conflicts of the
world around. Thus we saw him performing
varfous roles, such as being a street artist, a
rock musiclian, and finally a bank robber. He
managed to get the audience completely
involved in his work, and even got into the act
with some cameramen who were trying 1o leave
carly towards Lhe end of the performance.

Decol. who is influenced greatly by Chaplin
and Keaton, has worked with Shakespeare and
Moliere too in the mime form. He is also an
aotor and director of a small stage in France.
Decol feels that people should not be
overwhelmed with Marceau. He feels Mumnmen
Chanz from Germany is just as good. new and
funny. He believes that mime is a lot better in
Berlin and London than in Paris.

Decol. who has travelled to China, Sri Lanka,
Nepal. India and East Africa, feels that in the
Subcontinent the aundience "has too much of
respect for what it sees on the stage and so

the laughter. People appear to be scared
;tqr,halﬂl.ld- in Africa it is the opposite of Asia.
viewers there simply guffaw.”

The mime artiste, sitting at the Sheraton bar,
explained that the mime form had come down
from the ancient Greeks and the Romans. The
French themselves had picked 1t up from the
Commedia del Arte in ltaly. he informs.
"Gaspard Debureau began the modern mime at
the turn of the century and Marcel Marceau
came 25 years after that. Mime in the present
form is often against establishment and
oppressive power,” he elaborates

“What is fantastic about mime is that it is
understood everywhere,” reminds Decol. “The
Chinese and Indian music is a lttle difficult 1o
appreciate lor the western audience just as jazz
and rock might be too much at first for the

Call to raise internal savings

Finance and Planning Min- and Savings

common man in the streets of the Subcontinent
and the Far East. Each gesture is understood
and it beats all bar of and culture. If |
act out a scene from Moliere in Dhaka. who will
come to see ‘'me or understand me ? On the
other hand, | can reach out to thousands
anywhere in the world with my mime.”

Talking about entertainment in Europe he
says he prefers the old movies of Renoir, Marcel
Carne and Jean-Luc Goddard. He had high
praises for Isabella Adjani as an actress and for
Jacques Doillon as a producer. But he prefers
Italian films by Fellini, Pasolini and Visconti.
Although he has great admiration for De Nero
and Marlon Brando, he does not have a
penchant for the average Hollywood production.

As for the French theatre, he says that it has
good directors in the form of Patrice Chereau
and Georges Lavaudant but he prefers Jerome
Dechamp. "His work is very near mime and is
very provocative. Ten years ago people thought
he was crazy bul now they have to queue up to
get a ticket”, Decol tells us.

Dwelling on Samba, which is the latest craze
in France, Decol says dance is related to mime
and hopes to choreograph some dance someday
like Maurice .

Giving his impression of Dhaka, he narrates
how people in France get the notion that
Bangladesh is a country of poverty and
overpopulation, whereas stepping into the city.
he says. he finds it cleaner and even more
hospitable than the cities in India. Like most
Europeans he is enchanted by the warmth of the
people and their eagerness to correlate. He
finds the Ramna Park, amongst other things, a
pleasant outlet for the city populace.

Decol conducted a workshop of the arts and
techniques of mime at the Shilpakala Academy
from 3rd to 8th April. He found the 28 students
interesting and eager to learn.

Back in France, Decol plays cards (Poker)
and drums to keep himself entertained. He
loves watching old movies of Chaplin, Keaton
and Brando. He has a girl friend in Germany
called Carola Litton, who does special effects for
makeup for movies.

officlals at a ments were present.

ister Md

Saifur Rahman on

Tuesday called upon the Cus-

loms., Tax, and Excise

officials

o make allout efforts for iIn-
creasing the revenue earnings
and curb the smuggling with
iron hand, reports BSS.

The minister was address-
ing the Customs, Tax, Excise

meeting held at the NEC audi-
tortum of the Planning Min-
istry in Dhaka :

Secretary of the Internal
Resources Division (IRD) and
Chatrman of the National Board
of Revenue Nurul Hossain
Khan, heads of Customs, Tax.
Excise and Savings depart-
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Saifur Rahman said the offi-
cials of he IRD and its sub-or-
dinate officers would have to
ensure the maximum internal
resources mobilisation to make
the country's economy self-
supporting and economically
solvent.

He said one sovereign state
could not run on maximum
foreign aid dependency to
meet the requirements of the
country's development and
revenue budget. He said the
country needs more revenue to
financing and implementation
of different people and pro-
duction oriented development
programmes.

In this regard Saifur Rah-
man urged the officials to con-

tribute with sincerity and de-
votion in making the country
economically self reliant.

The Finance and Planning
Minister said the avenues of
revenue earnings should be
expanded and a favourable en-
vironment would have to be
created so that the tax payers
should not face any problem in
paying taxes to the govern-
ment.
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International
airport in
Ctg soon

Communications Minister
Oli Ahmad has said rendering
service for the common man
and ensu their welfare
were the aims and objectives
of the BNP Government, re-
ports BSS,

He was speaking as the
chiefl guest at an Iftar party,

organised by Chittagong Samity
in Dhaka Monday

" The Chittagong Airport
will be u into an inter-
national one soon,” he added.

Presided over by former
Deputy Prime Minister Jamal

| Uddin Ahmed the function was
by State Minis- |

also addressed
ter for Forest, Enmm.
Fisheries and Livestock -
lah al Noman.

Other leaders of the Samity
also spoke on the occasion.

Special prayers was offered
for the peace of the
souls of renowned industrialist
and former minister, A K
Khan, language soldier Princi-
pal Abul Kashem and
renowned journalist Abdullah
al Sagir.

Olf Ahmad said infrastruc-
tural development was the
prerequisite for the socio-eco-
nomic development of the
countyy.

"The roads of greater Chit-
tagong district would be con-
structed gradually,” the minis-
ter assured.

New Five-Party
Alliance chief

The Convener of esh
Samajtantrik Dal, AFM
Mahbubul Huq, has been made
the Convener of the Five-Party

Alliance, reports BSS.

It was decided Tuesday at a
meeting of the central com-
mittee of the alllance, a press
release of the alliance said.

Egyptian envoy
calls on Hafiz

Egyptian Charge de Affaires
Mr Saifullah Mostafla Moser
called on Law and Justice
Minister Mirza Golam Hafiz at
his office Tuesday, reports
RSS.

Report on Scimitar
tomorrow

By Staff Correspondent

Public Enquiry Commission
on Haripur Petroleum -
ment wlll_l{uhlhh the final re-
port on Thursday at 3 pm in
the Supreme Court Bar Asso-
ciation. says a press release.

The commission investi-

gated the patroleum agree-,

ment between the government
and Scimitar. It tried to find
out the personal gains by the

agreement.

R&H Chief
Engr retired

The Government has sent
MA Bari, Chief Engineer of the
Roads and Highways Depart-
ment to retirement from his
job in public interest with im-
mediate effect, an official
handout said in Dhaka Tues-

day reports BSS.
Shahana Begum's
death condoled

By Staff Correspondent

A condolence meeting was
held at the death of singer
Shahana Begum organised by
Bangladesh-China Friendship
Association on April 7, says a
press release.

The meeting presided over
by Professor Hamida Ali de-
cided to bring out magazines,
arrange song contest and other
programmes in the memory of
the late singer, the release
added
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Rangamati, Cox's Bazar, Teknal and Khepupara where they

recorded are ; Chandpur 13 mm,
Dhaka 12 mm, Barisal. Patuakhali 8 mm each. Sylhet 8 mm,

except Feni, Hatiya.
remained

Chief amount of rai

and Faridpur 5 mm.

Temperature and humidity recorded Tuesday at major

cities and towns

Cities / Towns Temperature in Celsius

max min 9am 6 pm
Dhaka 3186 21.7 87 ! 71 |
(mq 32.7 24.0 73 71

36.2 23.0 57 65
Khuina 35.2 24 .4 80 71
Cox's Bazar 32.0 23.4 73 71
Sylhet 27.0 21.0 100 77
Dinajpur 325 21.4 72 73
Barisal 34.0 20 .4 90 9K
Rangpur 30.4 22.4 78 84
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By Staff Correspondent

Rain or thundershower with hails at

lemporary gusty/squally wind ltkely to occur at a few
ng divisions and at one or two

at two days :
Ln;tpl;m dE:tendad ﬂ;l‘lt:nh for another five
to deteriorate. sun sets today (Wednesday) at 6. 18

p-m. and rises on Thursday at 5.42 am.
Maximum temperature of 36.2 degree
at Rajshahi and mintmum of 19.4
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Union of Journalists (DUJ) on Tuesday to press

e, e

home its demands for reinstatement of journalists of the Dainik Desh and the Bangladesh
Observer and payment all dues of journalists of the Dainik Dinkal and the Nava Avijan.

—Star photo -

National Book Developmeni:—
Council yet to be set up

A National Book Developm-
ent Council (NBDC) proposed
by United Nations Education,
Science and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO) for a
planned programme of book
production and distribution as
part of national programme
has not yet been set up in the
country since liberation.

The quality of books has
re low and the number
of readers and published in the
market has not increased
largely due to this, the repre-
sentative of UNESCO Jell and
Abul Hasan opined after two
inspection in 1974 and 1980.

The experts of UNESCO at a
meeting in Tokyo in 1966 ad-
vocated the establishment of
National Book Development
Council to bring together gov-
ernment and private sectors
concerned with book industry,

In 1972 UNESCO reached a
conclusion on the establish-
ment and operations of NBDC's
in Asia at the regional seminar
in Manila.

Most of the Asian countries
including neighbouring India
and Pakistan have established
book development councils
following the UNESCO's pro-

By Shahzad Monju .

posal.

The structure of a National
Book Development Council
would vary from country to
country and reflect the eco-
nomic and political situation of
the country where it was
established.

In Bangladesh different
ministries and 'government
sectors are responsible for
different aspects of the Book
Industry. Book research and
book research oriented organi-
sations such as Bangla
Academy, book fairs or exhibi-
tions and other promotional
activities largely dependent on
the Cultural Ministry. The
Ministry is also responsible for
the development of libraries
outside educational institu-
tions. But libraries of schools
and other edugational sectors
inchuding National Curriculum
and Textbook Bogard (NCTB)
are under Education Ministry.

The Commerce Mifistry
deals with importation and ex-
portation of books. It has made
some rules and regulations on
import and export for two
years terms from 1989 to 91.
But these procedures (rules
and regulations) are imple-

mented by custom officials
who work under finance ex-
porting and importing then
they will report it to the office
of the Chief Controller of
Imports and Exports (CCIE).
The office will go to take ac-
tion.

However, as these organisa-
tions and sectors under differ-
ent ministries are influenced
directly on indirectly by
Finance Ministry through fi-
nancial allocation.

Although the ministries are
involved with each other but
they work independently and
there is no bridge for success-
ful communication in this re-
gard, which delayed estab-
lishment of a National Book
Development Council.

No book co-ordination
council has been set up, and as
a result, the desired develop-
ment in books has been possi-
ble, a common view of book
experts including book pub-
lishers  and sellers of
Bangladesh. They are sharply
divided on the Policy of Book
imports and exports, book
production and distribution
and policy on protection of
publishing houses.

Shahabuddin’s address to JS welcomed

Independence of judiciary

The lawyers have welcomed
the address of Acting
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed to the Jatiya Sangsad
on April 5 highlighting the un-
constitutional provision of the
Constitution and the steps
taken by the undemocratic
government of the last few
years that had shattered the
independence of the judiciary.

The Bar has welcomed the
candid statement of the Acting
President who is also the Chief
Justice of Bangladesh that the
Judges of the Supreme Court
are being appointed without
consulting the Chief Justice.

They recalled the passage
from 8th Amendment
Judgement of Justice
Shahabuddin to point out that
sclection of a person for ap-
pointment as a Judge in disre-
gard to the question of his
competence and his earlier
performance as an advocate or
a judicial officer may bring in a
“spineless judge™ in the words
of President Roosvelt. The
members of the Bar hope that
the Parliament would soon
move a constitutional bill to
ensure independence of Judge.
They also express that the
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places accompanied
divisions. Day temperature is

Weather likely to
days : Weather

Celstus was

Kutubdia, Chittagong.

Humidity in  Percentage

strength of Judges must be
raised to 50 to bring it at par
with the strength of Calcutta

High Ngurt.
Dr. Raliqur Rahman,
President of the Supreme

Court Bar Association, while
talking to this correspondent
has welcomed the address of
the Acting President acknowl-
edging the struggle for
restoration of democracy and
independence of the judiciary
by the advocates. He also wel-
comed the statements with
regard to the appointment of
the Judges and separation of
judiciary to maintain the rule
of law in the country. He ex-
pressed that the address of

Newspapers
holiday

The newspapers offices will
remain closed on April 15 on
account of Bangla New Year
and on April 16, 17. and 18
subject to the sigh of moon
on the occasion of holy Eid-ul-
Fitr, a BSP press release said
Tuesday, reports BSS,

So, there will be no publica-
tion of newspapers on April
16, 17, 18 and 19,

Any newspaper may be pub-
lished for one day under its
own arrangement during the
Eid holidays, the BSP press re-
lcase added.

Regular weekly meeting of
the Rotary Club of Dhaka North
West followed by Iftar at the
courtesy of Rtn. President
clect Mansur Ahmed Chowd-
hury and Ann. Jesmin Chowd-
hury will be held today
(Wednesday) at 5-30 pm at the
ABC office, 167, Green Road,
Dhalea.

Induction ceremony
of Lions Club

Induction ceremony of new
members of Lions Club of
Dhaka Central will be held to-
day at 4:30 pm at Hotel
Purbani International. Ln M
Abdul Malek District Governor,
Lions Clubs International.
District 315-B, will be present
as chief is. f

All members are re-
quested ‘to attend the cere-

mony in time.

shattered: Lawyers

Supreme Court Correspondent

the Acting President will be
taken into consideration in
right earnest by the legislator.

Slum gutted
In City
Twelve poor families were
rendered homeless and prop-
erties worth about TK 65,000
damaged when fire completely.
gutted a slum in Malibagh

Bazar in Dhaka Tuesday, re-
ports UNB.

Fire Brigade sources said
the fire originated from a gas
burner in the slum kitchen
and soon engulfed the entire
enclave.

Windows and wall of three
pucca buildings surrounding
the slum were also da
before fire fighters arrived and
entinguished the fire.
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i1 | Foundation for

minoritiés
demanded

Bangladesh Hindu Bouddha
Christian Oikka Parishad
Tuesday demanded withdrawal
of Hindu Welfare Trust
(Amendment) Bill, - 1991 that

was introduced in the Ja

Monday, and es
lishment of Hindu, Bouddha
and Christian Religious Foun-
dation like the Islamic Founda-
tion, reports BSS.

The Parishad, in" a state-
ment, called for introducing a
bill for constituting Hindu,
Bouddha and Christian Reli-
gious foundation to preach and
promote these religions for
establishing equal religious

rights and status for all.

If the Hindu, Bouddha and
Christian Welfare Trust, cre-
ated during the last regime,
was not dissolved and a new
bill was not introduced, the
Welfare Trust would be treated -
by the members of these
communities as "insulting arid
disgraceful”.

Ration shops
holiday

The ration and employers
shops under the Dhaka ra-
tioning area will remain closed
on April 13 on account of holy

' Shab-e-Qadr, on the Eid day

and the day after the Eid on
the occasion of holy Eid-ul-
Fitr, an official handout said in
Dhaka Tuesday night, reports.
BSS.

People who will not be able
to draw their ration items on
these days can draw the quota

in any working day of the
week. the handout added.

Bhutanese
FM arrives

today

By Staff Correspondent

The Bhutanése Foreign
Minister, Lyonpe Dawa Tsering
is due to arrive here today
(Wednesday) for a three-day
visit. He will be leaving for
Bangkok on Saturday

During his stay here, Mr
Tsering is expected to meet
with the Bangladesh Foreign
Minister, Mostafizur Rahman
and hold informal talks with
senior officials here on matters
of mutual interest. He is also
expected to make a courtesy
call on Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia to convey to her
the felicitations of His Majesty
the King of Bhutan to the
Bangladeshi leader.

Mr Tsering who has served
in several senior positions in
his government was appointed
to his present position in
1972. He is said to be the one
of the longest serving foreign
ministers in Asia. He is a famil-
lar figure on the international
scene, especially in the UN
activities.

hereby invited from

Electrical Goods.

(Non-refundable).

G-55

Bangladesh Gas Fields Company Limited

(A Subsidiary Company of PETROBANGLA)
P. O. Box No. 8, Court Road,
BRAHMANBARIA.

Tender No. PT/LP-24/90-91

TENDER NOTICE FOR SUPPLY
OF LIGHT FITTINGS

Sealed tenders in the respective letter Head are
ers/manufacturer /dealer /stockists for supply of

Tender Schedule containing detail specifications,
terms & conditions can be obtained from our offices at
(1) Court Road, Brahmanbaria (2) 97 Purana Paltan,
Bijoynagar, Dhaka and (3) Saltgola, Chittagong on
all working days (Sunday to Thursday) between 9
a.m. and 12.30 noon on payment of Tk. 50.00 (fifty)

Tender should be dropped in the Tender Box
placed at the above offices latest by 05-5-1991 at 11
a.m. and will be opened on the same day at 11.30
a.m. in presence of tenderers, if any. No tender doc
ument will be sold on the closing date. The Company
reserves the right to accept any or reject any or all
quotations without assigning any reason.

DFP(G) 3971-74 M. ZAMAN CHOWDHURY
Manager (Procurement)

the bonafide suppli-




