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NEWS BRIEFS

38 Greek tourists
die in bus fire

ISTANBUL, Apr 9: At least
36 COreek tourists, including
were killed today
canister exploded
ir bus, starting a fire
trapped them inside,

Mlndﬂlmmil

reports Reuter.

Apr 9:
city and its
upazilas were
a storm with
maximum speed of 65 km
hour for fortyfive minutes this
evening. Chittagong Met Office
sources said. reports BSS.
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| General discussion on prison situation toda
Certain political quarters

behind jail ’
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Monday's Dhaka Central Jail riot. The victim is identified as Momin,
ander- , Who managed to escape from the jail but-was recaptured and-
allegedly severely beaten by security guards. '

—Star photo

PM

By Staff Curraspumitnt

Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
on Tuesday told the Jatiya
Sangsad (parliament) that the
Government has constituted a
commission to find the detalils
's Dhaka Central Jail

of Monday
incidents. The commission

with be headed by the District
and Sessions Judge of Comilla
and submit its rt soon.

The Prime Minister and
Leader of the House made
statement in the House on the
incidents at Dhaka Central Jail.
She said certain political quar-
ters are involved in it and try-
ing to realise its political mo-
tives. She did not elaborate
which quarters are doing so.

Suranjit Sengupta of
Ganatantri Party (GP), who
took the floor after Leader of
the House Begum Zia made her
statement wanted to know
who are the ‘political quarters’
responsible for the jail riot. He
also stated that it does not
matter whether the govern-
ment “is one-hour or one-year
old>. The basic thing is the
continuity of the government
and it must give a full picture
of what has been going on in
the jails, he said demanding a
full explanation from the Gov-
emmment on the state of affairs
in the prisons.

The GP member maintained
that the government must not
consider itself as being ab-
solved of its responsibilities for
maintaining law and order in
the jails. “The prisons are
supposed to be the safest place
where the government |is
alone responsible for main-
taining law and order”™, he
said.

The GP member demanded
that a committee should be
constituted by the government
with Fépresentative from the 4

See Page 10 Col. 1

Three more bills were in-
troduced in the Jatiya Sangsad
(Pariiament) which witnessed
walkout twice on Tuesday.

The [first walkout was
staged by Jatlya Party MPs who
alleged they were not given
floor despite the fact they form
the second largest opposition
group in pariiament.

The second walkout was
staged by the Opposition
members led by Shetkh Hasina
as their appeal for an adjourn-
ment motion on the Dhaka
Central Jail incident was not
granted.

As outburst of anger from
the Opposition Bench over the
jatl incident tilled the House,
JP MPs stood up stmultane-
ously to draw the attention of
the Chair. Advocate Fazle Rabbi
of JP thumped the table to the
limits of his strength and
Speaker Abdur Rahman Biswas

gave him a instead of
the floor. e

Manirul Huq Chowdhury,
Secretary of the JP Parliamen-
tary Party, wold newsmen later
they would decide about the
next course of action today
(Wednesday).

He said even parties having
only one member in the House
#ot more attention than the 25
JP members. He said their
walkout was also related to the

‘Walkout over
jail incident

By Staff Correspondent

Hossain did not surrender, be-
cause the jails were not safe.
The JP leaders were also not
faced with public wrath.
Rather they were welcomed by
the people. The results of the
February 27 polls proved this,
he added.

Meanwhile, Speaker Abdur
Rahman Biswas informed the
House that the difference over
positioning of names in the
Business Advisory Committee
was settled amicably through
talks.

Amid table thumbing from
the Opposition he announced
the Business Commit-
tee which he himself. heads
other members of the commit-
tee are: the Leader of the
House Begum Khaleda Zia. the
Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina, Leader of the
Jamaat-e-Islami group Matiur
Rahman Nizami, Law and Jus-
tice Minister Mirza Golam
Hafiz, Local Government Min-
ister Abdur Salam Talukdar,
Eleputz r Sheikh Razzak
Ali, Chief Whip of BNP Khan-
dakar Delwar Hossain, State
Minister for Labour and Man-
power Rafiqul [slam Mia.
BKSAL MP Mohiuddin Ahmed,
Secretary of JP Parllamentary
Party Monirul Huq Chowdhury,
CPB group leader Shamsud-
doha and Education Minister
Dr. Badruddoza Chowdhury.

Communication Minister
Col (Retd) Of Ahmed and
State Minister for Labour and
Manpower Rafiqul Islam Mia
introduced three bills when
the Opposition was absent

See Page 10 Col. 3

| Fleeing prisoner

dies in jail : Revolt
leaders transferred

By Staff Correspondent

Nineteen leaders and their
assoclates who led Monday's
jail revolt have been trans-
ferred to  four other jafls on
Tuesday and the authorities
are planning stern measures
like cancellation of special
remission granted to the pris-
oners earlier. jail sources said.

The leaders include Jashim,
Selim. Akhter, Kamrul and
Nishan who have been sent to
Rajshahi, Rangpur, Dinajpur
and Sylhet jails. Separaie
charges for creating anarchy
inside the jail may be brought
against them, the sources said.

The authorities granted
special remission and general
amnesty after December revolt
under which 4,500 prisoners

See Page 10 Col. 6

Token strike in
City newspapers
today

By Staff Correspondent

Dhaka Union of Journalists
(DUJ) has called a three-hour
token strike on Wednesday
from 10 am. to 1. p.m. in all
city newspaper and news
agencies.

DUJ has called the strike to
press home Its demands for
reinstatement of journalists of
the Dainik Desh and the
Bangladesh Observer whose
services have been terminated,
an end to the harassment of
journalists in the Dainik Azad,
payment of all dues of the
journalists of the Daintk Dinkal
and the Naba Abhijan and rapid
solution of the problems of the

See Page 10 Col. 3
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Reazuddin Ahmed
I n a marked departure

from past practice,
Awami League MP Salahuddin
Yusufl appeared concerned at
the infringement of our
sovereignty by the landing of
an Indian helicopter and also
at the killing of some people
by the BSF.

Yet another Awami League
MP Abul Ahsan Choudhury, be-
gan his speech with Arabic
verses (Nahmaduhu Owa
Nusallihi.......... ). which was

See Page 10 Col. 4
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ars depressed at trial

CMM's statements

corroborated
by witnesses

| By Staff Correspondent

The arms case trial of de-
posed President H M Ershad
resumed yesterday with the
cross examination of two more
prosecution witnesses.

The witnesses corroborated
the statements made earlier
before the Tribunal by the
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate
(CMM).

Ershad was put in the dock
of the Special Tribunal"® at
around 10:30 a.m. looking as

grim and gloomy as he did at
the previous hearing on

Sunday. And though he had
recovered from a fever he
looked very depressed.

The prosecution witnesses
cross examined were
Dental Surgeon Ishtiaque
Ahmed and the Executive
Engineer of the Public Works
Department A. K. M. Mukitur
Rahman.

Syed Ishtiaque Ahmed was a
signatory to the seizure list
prepared by the ASP of the CID
Golam Mostafa, who seized a
lot of documents found in the
Sena Bhaban by the Inventory
Committee.

The CID officer seized the
documents from the CMM on
December 26.

Ishtiaque Ahmed said that
the list of the items found in
the Sena Bhaban by the
[nventory Committee was pre-
pared in front of him but that
he did not see any of the re-
covered articles.

He said that one Anil Kumar
Saha, known to the CMM, was
also present during the prepa-
ration of the seizure list and
was also one of its signatories.

The other prosecution wit-
ness A K M Muskitur Rahman
who was later produced before
the Tribunal said that the in-
ventory was made between
December 22 and 26.

He satd that he-had
nominated a member

committee headed the
CMM by the Chief Engineer of
the PWD at the instruction of
the Home Ministry.

He said that members of
the Inventory Committee en-
tered the Sena Bhaban daily
opening the door kept under
lock and key after each day's
work.

He said that the PWD had
been entrusted the responsi-
bility of maintaining the Sena

since January 1, 1989.

Both the prosecution wit-

nesses were cross-examined

by the Defence Lawyer Sirajul

The tribunal will resume

today (Wednesday) at 10 a.m.

Representatives of a foreign
agency were also pre-
sent during the court proceed-
ings on Tuesday.

The prosecution was con-
ducted by the Attorney General
(AG) Aminul Hague 'who was
assisted by DAGs Amirul Kabir
Chowdhury and Hasan Arif.

Besides, PPs Farid Ahmed,
Bashir Ahmed, Adilur Rahman
Khan and Mohammad Azad
werg also present on the pros-
ecution side.

The Defence was led by
Advocate Sirajul Haque, while
Kazi Shahadat Hussain, Mufizur
Rahman, Humayun Khan and
others assisted him.

Following is the excerpts
from the cross-examination of
Ishtiaque Ahmed by the
Defence Lawyer Haque :

Defence Lawyer (DL) : Have
you seen an overwriting on the
seizure list ? (showing the
seizure list)

Ishtiaque Ahmed (IA) :-Yes,
I could not guess it.

Judge: What is the
of overwriting in Bangla ?

Attorney General: Writing
over writing.

BA: - know whether

ge 10 Col. 7

Mob attacks vehicle;

as two die in mishap

Two middle aged pedestri-
ans were crushed under the
wheels of a speeding Dhaka
bound bus from Sherpur when
its driver tried to overtake an-
other vehicle near Khilkhet
railway crossing at about 7-10
pm Tuesday, reports UNB.

At least another four
pedestrians were injured by
the killer bus, but none of the
victims could be identified
immediately. The injured were
rushed to the city hospitals in
a critical condition, police
said.

Witnesses said the pedes-
trians fell victims to the
speeding bus when they were
cressing the road.

Immediately after the acci-
dent, 3 to 4 hundred people
from the nearby Khilkhet bazar

US, Israel

JERUSALEM, Apr 9: The
United States and Israel
agreed in principle today to a
regional Middle East peace
conference being held but a
host of practical details re-
mained to be worked out, a
senfor US official said, reports
Reuter.

The official briefed re-
porters after Secretary of State
James Baker met separately
the Israeli Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir., Foreign
Minister David Levy, Defence
Minister Moshe Arens and a
delegation of six Palestinians
from the occupied territories.

" The idea of a meet-
ing has been agreed.” the offi-
cial said.” The details, format,

location, timing, participants
— none of these were worked

rushed to the spot. Soon they
:Iu‘:::rpﬂd a speeding mini bus

turned it over on the mid-
dle of the Airport road, and
damaged more than a score
passing vehicles.

The mob also attacked the
nearby police outpost and
broke its windowpanes by
stoning. They also came into
clash with police, witnesses
said.

A heavy contingent of Riot
police was rushed to the spot
to quell the situation created
by the angry people. It took
about two hours E)r the riot
police to bring the situation
under control.

Senior police officers in-
cluding DMP Commissioner A
S M Shajahan visited o0 spot.

See Page 10 C.l. 3

agree on

Earlier report said : Israel
told the United States on
Tuesday it was ready to hold
peace talks with the Arabs un-
der American auspices and
with the Soviet Union's partic-
ipation, reports AP.

US Secretary of State James
A. Baker responded positively
to the initiative presented to
him by Foreign Minister David
Levy, but said he wanted to
speak with Arab leaders before
committing the US govern-
ment.

Arab agreement to the
Israeli initiative could mean a
significant break ., even
though the num% ne-
gotiations would be uncertain.

“We have had a productive

ME confce

and very constructive meet-
ing.” Baker said after the hour-
long session with Levy at the
foreign ministry.

Baker then met for 2 1-2
hours with Prime Minister
Yitzhak Shamir, who had set a
positive tone for Baker's stop
in Israel by announcing that
about 1,000 Palestinian pris-
oners would be released this
weekend.

Baker and Shamir said
nothing afterward. But Awvi
Pazner, the Prime Minister's
press councillor, said the two
would meet again, either later
Tuesday or Wednesday before
Baker goes to Cairo.

"l think the fact that they
are continuing to talk 1s a sign
there is something to talk
about.” Pazner said.

pendence of May 26, 1918,
which granted Georglans living
in the former Russian Empire
the right of self-determination.

Tuesday's declaration
comes against a backdrop of
fighting between ethnic Geor-

glans and South Ossetians that
has claimed more than 5O lives
in recent months.

South Ossetians, mostly
Muslims, want to be an au-
tonomous ﬂ:‘pubhc o the
Kremilin; the MnlybEdMMn
Georglans want to leave the
Soviet Unton.

Georgla was one of five re-

publics, iIndluding Moldavia
and the three Baltic re :
that refused to take part In a
nationwide referendum on
preserving the wunion. The
Baltics also are seeking inde-
pendence from the union.

Nine republics, nt-
ing three of :ﬂ coun-
try's tion. approved the
march 17 referendum by 76

per cent. Gorbachev has used
the results to bolster support
for his to

proposal
HﬂmﬂnUnm
governing relations among the
15 Soviet Republics.

Meanwhile workers at 17
factortes an.) enterprises in
the Byelorussian capital of
Minsk called for a three-hour
warning strike Tuesday de-
spite economic concessions by
the republic's government.

The call puts more pressure
. already

|

new emerge to
Mﬁrhhm h-dtm, :-m
Full details of the
:uld be released m

y. the official news n
- agency

The Byelorussian -
ment in Minsk has trhdmu
ease financial stem-
ming from price
increases that took effect April
2. Tass said.

from Borne-Suli-

NOWwWo : The Sowviet Red
Army began its long-awaited
F.hlt h MM ““ .

Drive carefully and observe
all traffic rules. The man
you are likely to kill by rash
driving may be yourself.
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'Post-"75 govts
failed to ensure
due share of

Ganges water'
By Staff Correspondent

Eight MPs belonging to

BNP, Awami League and
Jamaat-e-Islami, who on
the motion of thanks on
President's speech
that the speech projected an
accurate picture of the eco-
nomic condition prevailing in
the country.
They also took the opportu-
nity to expressed their views
on the tical situation and
put forward '“‘ﬂm' for
solving problems by the
nation.

The motion of thanks was
moved by Abdul Matin
Chowdhury of the Treasury
Bench on Sunday.

Salauddin Yusuf, a presid-
fum member of Awami i
who has been elected from
Khulna-5, praising the speech
of the Acting President. He
said a sovereign parliament ac-
countable  to the was

See Page 10 Col. 4

JP threatens
action against
Speaker

The Jatiya mem-
bers belonging to the Jatiya
Party Tuesday demanded that
they should be given due right
of speaking at the Jatiya
Sangsad, reports BSS.

Add a press confer-
ence at the Sangsad Bhaban.
the Secretary of the Jatiya
Party Parliamentary Party, Mr.
Manirul Huq Chowdhury, said
that though the Jatiya Party
had emerged as the second
largest opposition party in the
Sangsad., the Speaker of the
House was not giving the JP

members -upd-w};lknut i:

the moming session in protest

against, what they said, not al-

lowing them the floor by the

chair.

- ~Mr Chowdhury satd that if
See Page 10 Col. 3

High-powered
body to identify
causes of

campus violence

The government has consti-
tuted a high-powered commit-
tee to formulate recommenda-
tions aimed at bringing back
an atmosphere congenial to
education at the universities
and resisting violence there,
reports BSS.

The Vice-Chancellor of Ja-
hangirnagar University Kazi
Saleh Ahmed has been made
Chairman of the committee.
The other members are : Dr.
Abdul Aziz Khan, a former
Vice-Chancellor of Chit
University, Engr L K Sid
vocate Zulmat Al Khan. the
President of Bangladesh Fed-
eral Union of Journalists

See Page 10 Col. 6

Bijrani leaves
for home

Mir Hazar Khan Bijrani,
special envoy of Pakistan

four-day
Bangladesh, reports BSS.
During the visit, Bijrani,
who is also his country's Rail-

way Minister, handed over a

personal message of Nawas
Sharif to Prime Minister Be-

man, and Communication
Minister O Ahmed.

Plea to make
jobs of Ansars



