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Saddam's reprisals to be halted

US ready to set up security

LONDON. Apr 7:
United States wants o sct up
security zones for refugees in

President in prepa

General

letter from

appears 1o be positive,

more v
forces from southem lraq .

bring an end lo Iraqi

zones for

poasiblc PBush lold reporters
during a bricl news conlerence
with Sccretary of Siate James
laker. who was meeting the
ration for a

Middle East pecacc-making

Bush said UN Seccretary
Javier Perez de

Cucllar had received a lengthy
Iraq Forcign
Minister and that US analysts

were studying s nmltnts.hll
the

President said, adding I.I:l a
permancnt ceascfire would en-
able the Uniied States to move
ickly o withdraw our

Bush said he hoped a formal
end to the Gulfl war would HIT:I
sals

Commander in-Chiel President
Bush for stating the Allied of-
fensive against Iraq should
have been continued.

“They can argue about it all
they want, but that is the
truth, the same military source
said. If the attack had contin-
ued. it would have bottled up
the Republican Guard inside
Basra and they would have sur-
rendered.

The magazine report said
the ceasefire order on
February 28 came just 80 min-
utes before Allied forces were
preparing to launch an offen-
sive on the city of Basra in
sonithern Iraq.

Military sources told the

magazine the Operation Desert
Storm Battle plan was alotted

144 hours to complete the
goals of liberating Kuwait and
isolating remaining Iraqi sol
dicrs in Basra.

Coalition forces were op
erating 36 hours ahcad ol
schedule and need just six

_hours to complete both objec
tives when the cease firc order
was handed down. the sources
told the newsweekly.

A report from Reuter:
Turkey said on Saturday that
about 1,500 Iraqi Kurds had
died of hunger, cold or disease
during their flight from
President Saddam Hussein's
avenging army.

“A grave humanitarian
crime is being committed,”
said Foreign Minister Kurtcebe
Alptemocin, appealing for the

International

Kurds in Iraq

world to rapidly provide nd.

The Minister rlllulrl| Liv the
Anatolian news Aty safd
there woere  now abionn
2K0 000 refugees i Turkesy o
close 1o the border and
700.000 on the move deeper
inside Irag on their way to
Turkey or other conntries.

Iran savs 315000 Kurds
have taken refugee there so far
and the total may eventual
rcach 1.5 million.

Alptemocin said Ankara was
trying to help the Kurds as it
had done in the past but ap-
E-Ealﬂd to the world not to

ave Turkey alone.

The Minister said almost a
million people had been forced
to desert their homes and be-
gin escaping to neighbouring

countries to save their lives
since the crushing of the
Kurdish rebellion in northern
briwey

!!‘I e sftuation has reached a
dimension that a threat
to regional and security.”

“Turkey hopes that Iraq . . .
will put an end to the oppres-
sion of these innocent people
and will announce that it guar-
antees the security of these
people.”

Irag on Friday offered an
amnesty 1o Kurds who staged
an insurrection in the north
but rebel Kurds dismissed the
announcement as a sick joke.”

Turkey initially said it could
not admit all the Kurds but
muiintlains its borders are in
la 1 open to the fugitives,

Iwo planeloads of French
aid for the Kurds arrived in
southecast Turkey gn Saturday a
Niritain has also sent (wo
plancloads of supplics and is
scnding two Hercules C-130
transport aircralt to drop aid
dircet to the refugees.

French Foreign Minister
Roland Dumas described Iraqi
repression of the Kurds as ter-
rible. He said those fleeing to-
wards Turkey were "caught in
a recal trap” between a Turkish
border that is not completely
open and Iraqi forces pressing
iorward from the other direc-
tion.

)ﬁ' the Record

'An irrelevant empire

WASHINGTON, Apr 7: The Soviet Union, once branded an
"evil empire” former US President Ronald Reagan, is [ast
becoming an “irrelevant empire”, according to former US
Presdient Richard Nixon., reports Reuter.

was lambasted for calling the Soviet Union and evil
empire. it is becoming an frrelevant empire. Nixon says
in the April 15 issue of US News and World Report Magazine.

Nixon, the only US President to resign from office, has just
ended a two-week visit to the Soviet Union that included
talks with Soviet President Mikhail Gorbachev and Russian
Republic Leader Boris Yeltsin, and visits to Lithuania, the
Ukraine and Gm

"In - , an empire that has only military power
and is a third world economic power, falling hopelessly be-
hind, will eventually become irrelevant.” Nixon said.

The ex-President said the Soviet economic crisis is so se-
vere *hat it is diminishing the imiportance of concluding a
Strategic Arms Agreement with Moscow. an acecord long
sought by President George Bush's administration.

In view of the enormous economic problems the Soviet
Union has, the need for a treaty is not as great. They are not
going to be able to afford the expenditurces necessary for mili-
tary modernisation, Nixon said.

Nixon served as President from 1969 1o 1974. when he
quit to avoid impeachment in the Watergale Scandal.

One of the Eight arrested

LOS ANGELES, Apr 7: Actor Adam Rich. who played the
youngest of eight kids on the 1970s TV comedy “Eight is
Enough,” was arrested Saturday for investigation of burglary,

against Kurdish and Shi'ite . g
Some dissidents have ecx- ;
pressed concern that Iragl
President Saddam Hussein
would intensify his crackdown

r——— : ]IIJ'!'IEE said, reports AP.
. : . Rich, 22, was arrested early Saturday near a pharmacy in
4 die 1n ethnic the city’s suburban San Fernando Valley. said police Sgt. J. J.
violence in
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Thompson. He was jailed in lieu of 5,000 dollars bail.
Thompson said Rich was arrested "a short distance away
from a pharmacy that had been broken into.” but had no fur-

after US forces left the region. | | ik W W% 7§ & o USSR ther detatls.
t Bush said this would not | | s L Rich's publicist. Jeflf Ballard, said he was unaware of the
flect the pace of the US with- MOSCOW. Apr 7: Four peo- —
drawal plc have died in ethnic vio- Rich played Nicholas Bradford in the ABC-TV series that
A Washinglon report says: A lence in the southern Soviet | ., from March 1977 to August 1981. The series started Dick

senior US military official has
sald the war against lraq was
halted prematurcly. ncws

Republic of Georgia. the Inde-
pendent Interfax News Agency
reported on Saturday. reports
Reuter.

Van Patten as Tom Bradford, a newspaper columnist coping
with a household of eight children.
Rich also played Danny Blake in the ABC adventure series

1,500 Kurd refupees
Kurdish refugees have died of iliness and because of the cold
while fleeing Iraq toward Turh;z during the past few days,

Alptemocin said Saturday
in Ankara. reports AFP.
Alptemocin sald at a press conference that the dead had
been buried along the various routes being used by Kurds to
flee northern Iraq.

Cuba train crash toll rises to 56 :

A train derafled early Saturday in central Cuba, killing at least
56 people and injuring 241 others, Cuba's official Prensa
Latina news agency reported in Mexico City. says AP.
At least six cars derailed about 4:30 a.m. just after passing
nto Demingo on a trip from Havana southeast to
tanamo, the agency said in a dispatch monitored in

A Prensa Latina newsman said by telephone that two ra-
dio stations six cars derailed but that another gov-
ernment news agency said seven were off the track. It was
not known how many cars were in the train or how many
people it was carrying. .

The crash site is 156 miles (253 kms) southeast of Havana.

36 killed in Venezuelan road

carrying 54 people had a tire blow out while entering a
bridge Friday and crashed through the iron handrails,
plunging into the Maracaibo Lake and killing 36 people. Civil
Defense reported, in Caracas, says AP.

Thirty-six bodies were recovered and 121 and 1! survivors
had been rescued by mid-day but authorities feared seven
missing persons had also drowned.

Rescue workers at the accident site 706 kilometers (441
miles) west of Caracas said the accident occurred shortly be-

fore midnight
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"The rebels

offictal said on of anonymity

UK, Israeli b

the British and h-lﬂ;-hm-l!:mniw
h—'.‘;ll-lﬂ-:-u-l Saturday in Lima

some .

reports Reuter - "

Police sald sbout 20 banks were also attacked with dyna-

mite latr on Friday after guerillas sabotaged electrical towers
out the Capital and much of Peru's coast.
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HAKKARI (Turkey

weekly US News and World _ o

e

): A husband and wife help their exhausted daughter across the br dge

joining Iraq to Turkey April 6. There is an estimated 150,000 Iraqi Kurdish refugees who are
escaping to freedom. However the Turkish government still refuse to open their border.

NEW YORK. Apr 7: Nancy
Reagan smoked martjuana
with her husband when he
was governor of California
and had long affair with
Frank Sinatra who visited
her at the White House, ac-
cording to an unauthorized
biography due out Sunday,
reports AP.

The steamy and often shocking
details of the former US
first lady's life were
splashed across the Sunday
front pages of major news-
papers in stories on the
new book. "Nancy Reagan.
the Unauthorized
Biography.” by Kitty Kelley.

The newspapers included The
New York Times and the
Daily News.

The book also contends that
Mrs. Reagan's husband.
former President Ronald
Reagan, felt he was trapped
into marrying her when she
became pregnant and that
the president continued to
sce another women long
after he and Mrs. Reagan
were wed.

The book, published by Simon
and Schuster and based on
more than 1.000 interviews
with estranged family mem-
bers. alienated former stafl
members and Reagan
friends and loyalists. was
due in stores Monday.

it paints a portrait of a
scheming. ambitious
women who “invented” a
family background that hid
her early years of poverty,
weight problems and un-
happiness and who lied
about her age. Mrs. Reagan
was born in 1921 and not
1923 as she claims. Kelley
maintains.

When she [afled 1o become a
successful actress. the book
contends, the former first
lady set out to marry
Reagan, who was then a
movie star.

Alter a rocky start. the mar-
riage fourished when the
two found they had such

mél,i..f_ fires CP leade:

Ramiz Alla has sacked
Communist Party leaders in
the northwestern town of

common interests as astrol-
ogy and Republican politics,
the book said.

Kelley, the author of contro-
versial unauthorized biogra-
phies on Sinatra, Elizabeth
Taylor and former first lady
Jacqueline Kennedy
Onassis. worked on the
Reagan book for four years.
its contents have long been
the topic of speculation in
Washington society circles,

But the Reagans have pro-
fessed little concern about

the book and have said they
don't plan to read it.

"No friend of Nancy Regan's is
gning to read that scummy

s
:::::
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Reagan : Trapped into
marrying Nancy?

Reagan's former White
House press secretary. said

Saturday.
According to the book. Mrs.

Reagan, who launched a na-
tionwide crusade against
drug use while in the White
House. once used

with her husband Wu.mm
thrown by Alfred
Bloo and attended
by comedians George Bums

and Jack Benny.

Protesters attacked
Gommunist Headquarters
Tuesday after police fired into
the crowd one of the four peo-
pie killed was a representative
of Albania's main opposition
party. the democratic party.

Meanwhile, informed
diplomatic sources here said

the

almost 4000 Albanians of
MMPMM
CTOSS into Yugoslavia
to celebrate the Greek
ecaster with relatives
there

m“mthn-
ned to prevent them crossing

ummmw
the sources said.

— AFP/UNB photo

ancy smoked marijuana,
had an affair with Sinatra

book,” Sheila Tate, Mrs,

Sheldon Davis, Bloomingdale's
former executive assisiant
recalls in the book that his
boss gave the Reagan's the
marfjuana and they tried it.
giggled: and said ‘they
couldn't see what the big
deal was.”

According to the book. Mrs.
Reagan's aflair with Sinatra
began when her husband
was governor of California
and "continued for years.”

During Reagan's years as pres-
ident, Sinatra would [re-
quently enter the White
House through a back en-
trance and meet Mrs.
Rcagan for lunches that

would last several hours,
according to the book.
“When the first lady was with
Frank Sinatra, she was not
to be disturbed. For any-
thing. And that included a
call from the president
himself.” Kelley wrote.
Reagan himself continued to
see his true love. actress
Christine Larson. through-
out his first year of mar-
rtage. and was with her
when his daughter. Pati.
was bomn. the book said.

“In lears., he wold her that he
felt his life was ruined be-
cause Mrs. Reagan had
"tricked” him into mar-
riage, according to the
book.

The former first has ac-
knowledged in her autobi-
ography. "My Turn.” that
she was pregnant with
Reagan's child when the
couple married.

The bvok also contends that
Mrs. Reagan was a major
player in political affairs.

it quotes Reagan as once
telling his aides o get his
wife’'s approval for the
agenda orhil first meeting
with Soviet leader Mikhail

Gorbachev before bothering
to show 1t to him.

Three weeks ago border
guards shot and seriously
wounded four people when
1.200 ethnic Macedonians
crossed the border near the
:‘t}:m of Debar, the sources

Macedonians form a com-
munity of 50,000 in Albanian,
aceording to Yugoslav esti-
mates.

The Greek minnrity
formed a similar group,
Omonia. last month and won

breakaway region of South Os-
setia, were killed on Friday by
unidentified attackers. Two
others died in a gun battle on
Friday.

Georgia's nationalist-domi-

nated parliament dissolved the -

autonomous status of South Os-
setia late last year, triggering
fighting between Georgians
and pro-Moscow Ossetians

US urges Iran
help free
hostages

HOUSTON (Texas), Apr 7:
President George Bush on Sat-
urday said the United States
wanted better relations with
Iran. but that it was indispens-
able that Teheran first help in
freeing the six US hostages in
[.ebanon, reports AFP.

"They don't hold the
hostages but they can be very,
very influential in the release
of the hostages,” Bush said at a
press conference. "And ft
would incur enormous good-
will for Iran in this country if
they did that.

iran's Foreign Minister, Alf
Akbar Velayati. said Friday that
the hostage issue was dead-
locked because the United
States had not dealt with the
kidnappers demands, such as
Israel's release of Arab prison-
ers.

The hostage {issue was
rekindled by rumours that the
western hos s in Lebanon.
many believed held by pro-ira-
nian groups, might be freed

po Pak nuclear
official named

ISLAMABAD, Apr 7:
Pakistan, widely suspected in
the West to be trying to pro-
duce nuclear weapons, on
Saturday named its new top
nuclear official who it said was
committed to a peaceful use of
-nuclear energy. reports
Reuter,

A statement from the
Pakistan Atomic Energy
Commission (PAEC) said
Physicist ishfag Ahmad would
succeed to Munir Ahmad
Khan, a nuclear engineer who
held the job for nearly two
decades.

Dr. Ishfaq Ahmad brings to
this key assignment a richness
of-academic accomplishment,

a wealth of professional expe-

rfence and an unwavering
commitment to the pursuit to
a peaceful use of atomic en-
ergy. the statement said.

is producing nuclear weapons
and says ‘its nuclear pro-

gramme is peaceful and
to meet the country's future
eneryy needs.
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8,000 animals in London

200 risk being destroyed

LONDON, Apr 7: London Zoo, the worlds oldest, will be
forced to close in September because of a cash shortage and
many of its 8,000 animals risk being destroyed unless saved

by government funds,

reperts Reuter.

A spokeswoman for the department of the environment
confirmed a newspaper report that a decision was taken 'in
principle’ to close the zoo in London's Regent's Park.

The Sunday Times newspaper reported in a front page
story that the decision to close was made by the zoo's council
in a unanimous vote on March 12 after a meeting with gov-

ernment officials.
It said the zoo, build 160

years ago, would need 13 million

pounds sterling ( 23 million dollars) to stay open.

The newspaper

quoted an internal memorandum as saying

many of the animals, inchiding Orang-Utans. Chimpanzees,

Giraffes and Camels, would be "humanely destroyed” bcecause
it would be difficult to find alternative homes for them.
The rare animals would be difficult to place because they

need e

nsive and specialised facilities. the newspaper said.

The memorandum shows zoo officials and the government
are aware of the public outery such action would provoke.

Iraqi secret service
chief heads defence

MANAMA, Apr 7: Iraqi Pres-
ident Saddam Hussein's choice
as his new Defense Minister
demonstrates his plans to re-
build the advanced military
that suffered a devastating de-
feat in February, observers in
Bahrain said, reports AFP.

It was Hussein Kamel Has-
san, named to the new post
Saturday, who headed the
country's nuclear, chemical
and biological weapons pro-
grammes and developed a se-
cret international network to
obtain the technology.

The appointment of a man
from [raq's secret services to
head the Army also shows the
fears of a re on the defen-
sive and one which depends
more than ever on security
services for its survival, a

western military source said.

The promotion of Mr Has-
san, who is Mr Hussein's 33-
year-old son in-law, also means
members of the Presidents
clan now hold all of the coun-
try's most powerful posts.

The Vice Chairman of the
rnuling Revolutionary Command
Council (RCC), the Interior
Minister, and the heads of all
the natjons secret services are
related to Mr Hussein.

Mr Hassan. who is now the
second most rful man in
Iraq after the President. had
previously held the posts of
Minister of Industry and Mili-
tary Industrialization, and In-
terim Ol Minister.

He was replaced in both
jobs by Amer Hammoudi Al-
Saadi, INA said.

Pak involvement in
der alleged

Khost

P

ISLAMABAD, Apr 7:
Afghanistan on Saturday ac-

cused Pakistan of joining the
looting of the rebel-held east-
ern town of Khost and de-
manded the return of all stolen
material, the official Kabul
Radio said . Reuter.

The broadcast, monitored
in the Pakistan capital
Islamabad. said the charge and
the demand were made in a
note handed to the Pakistani
Charge d'Affaires in Kabul.

It said a large number of
Kabul ecitizens demonstrated in
front of the Pakistani Embassy
on Saturday to protest against
the alleged Pakistani involve-
ment in Il'm':r rebel capture of

three scats In

the first round of Albania's first

free elections of the post-war
era March J1

Reuter adds:

multi-

Albania's

rty clections enter a

s for swoop on rall

lun

Khost last Su after a rwo-

the charge.

Pakistani Prime Minister
Nawaz Sharifs cabinct on

Saturday urged UN Secretary-
General Javier Perez de Cuellar

to try to find a peaceful set-
tiement of the conflict,
a government said.

Sharil's Information Adviser
Sheikh Rashid Ahmed told re-
porters the cabinet also de-
cided to comMact the United
States. the Soviet Unjon. Saudi
Arabia and lran in search of an
Afghan settlement.

The remaining two are first
round votes in constituencies
where ballots had not been
prepared in time.

Last Sundays vote —
Albania's first multi-party
in nearly 50 years of
Communist rule — gave a

three.

One seat went to the
Communist-linked veterans



