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Inside today
International

The United States
wants to set up secu-
rity zones for refugees

. in Iraq to protect

civilians against
reprisals by
Saddam Hussein's
Republican
Guards.
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Dhaka Day by Day

The Ramna Park looks
bedraggled and
moth-eaten at
times and could be

better tended.
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Article

Stage is set for the
Indian Election

Star Special Corre-
spondent Sumanta
Banerjee writes from
New Delhi.
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Parliament
proceedings

During the current
Jatiya Sangsad ses-
sion, we will be using
Page 6 mostly for the
coverage of the parlia-
mentary proceedings.
When the JS session
18 over, we will revert
to our normal format
by devoting Page 6
to development-
oriented features
and news.
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Alikadam UZ
Chairman held

CHITTAGONG. Apr 7 : Alf
Meah, Chairman. Alikadam
upazila under Bandarban dis-
trict was arrested from his
upazila headquarters home to
day. offictal sources said. He
was arrested on ¢ of ter-
rorism and abuse official

power, reports BSS.

. Apr 7 Kid -
have freed a Japanese
abducted on a river
rafting trip last month and will

SRINAGAR., Apr 7 : Four
persons. three mily
tants. were kil in the
Kashmir valley since last night
while efforts continued for the
release of two kidnapped
Swedish nationals, reports
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We are committed for parliamentary form : Hasina

The Speaker and the
Deputy Speaker of the Jatiya
Sangsad (Parliament) were fe-
licitated by Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia. Leader of
the Opposition Sheikh Hasina
and other MPs Sunday when
the sitting of the House re-
sumed.

The two-and-a-half hours
felicitation session was taken
as the first opportunity by
members belonging to
different parties and groups
also to project their views on
key issues like the form of
government and necessary
constitutional amendments.

Leader of the House Begum
Khaleda Zia in a written state-
ment termed the Speaker as a
veteran lawyer, parliamentar-
ian and politician., and hoped
that under his leadership MPs
irrespective of party affiliations

By Staff Correspondent

would be able to create na-
tional unity on the basis of mu-
tual respect.

She also said MPs would be
able to set an example in the
establishment of democracy
and rule of law.

Begum Zia said, as a legisla-
ture the 'sovereignty'
(supremacy) of the parliament
is unquestionable. It is the
nerve centre of de and
rule of law, she observed.

She said that the parlia-
ment was elected through a
free and fair election under a
caretaker government follow-
ing a mass upsurge that top-
pled a nine-year-old autocracy.
The people gave their life and
suffered repression during the
nine-year movement, she said.

Begum Zia urged the
Speaker to discharge his re-
sponsibilities impartially and

fearlessly and held people's
representatives materialise
hopes and aspirations of the
le.

Pm&‘l:he hoped that as an expe-
rienced parliamentarian and
politician Deputy Speaker
Sheikh Razzak Ali will actively
cooperate with the Speaker in
upholding the supremacy and
dignity of parliament.

Earlier, taking the floor
Sheikh Hasina deplored that
the House could not felicitate
the Speaker on April 5 imme-
diately after he was elected.
She also sought to know why
the Leader of he House did not
initiate a motion felicitating
the Speaker on that day.

Sheikh Hasina welcomed
the new Speaker on behalf of
the Members of Parliament.
She said even though her party
did not vote for Abdur Rahman

Sovereignty of Sangsad
unquestionable : Khaleda

Biswas, the Speaker does not
belong to any party but to the
whole House.

She hoped that he would
uphold the rules, customs and
conventions of the House to
eénsure its proper functioning.

Sheikh Hasina said the par-
liament elected on the basis of
the joint declaration of three

alliances represented 12 crore |

people of esh and was
pledge bou to introduce
parliamentary democ . 'We
should institutionalise democ-
racy through democratic toler-
dnce and restraint’. She as-
sured the Speaker of all coop-
eration to run the House
smoothly,

Tofayel Ahmed of AL said
that the faflure of the Treasury
Bench to felicitate the Speaker
on April 5 had angered the

See Page 10 Col. 1

House plunges into uproar over status of Leader of the

sition

The opposition members in
the Jatiya Sangsad
(Parliament) staged their
maiden walkout on Sunday on
the question of status of their
leader.

Sheikh Hasina, Leader of
the Opposition, told the

that she would not be
in the Business Advisory
Committee of the House with-
out her name being placed just
after the Leader of the House.
“l withdraw my name from the
committee”, she said.

following a furdr in t}w}h&u:c

raised over the order of
placement of names in the 15-
member commitiee. Both
Leader of the House and Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia and
Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina were inchided
by /Speaker Abdur Rahman

Biswas in the Business
Advisory Committee. headed
by himself.

The Speaker placed the
name of the Leader of the
House in the second position
and then the names of four
other members from the
Treasury Bench, all ministers.
The Leader of the Opposition
Sheikh Hasina was positioned
sixth in the Committee.

Immediately after the
Leader of the O ition an-
nounced the rawal of her

name from the Busipess
Advisory Committee, the -
sition members walked out.
The Jamaat-e-Islami and Jatiya
Party members and others ex-
cept three independents also
followed them.

The House witnessed an
uproar over the issue. Another
committee -- the 12-member

Maiden walkout

House Committee, also an-
nounced by the Speaker in the
same afternoon sitting — had
however a smooth salling.
Abdul Matin Chowdhury of BNP
heads this committee. Neither
the Leader of the House nor
the Leader of the Opposition is
its member.

Deputy Leader of the
Opposition Abdus Samad Azad,
Awami members Tofael
Ahmed and Sudhangshu
Shekar Halder and Ganatantri
Party member Suranjit
the issue

of the Opposition. Leader of
the Jamaat-e-Islami
Parliamentary Group Matiur
Rahman Nizami, National
Democratic Party member
Salahuddin Quader Chowdhury
and JSD (Sfraj) member

See Page 10 Col. 4
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Reazuddin Ahmed

A quiet beginning of the day
in the Parllament was swept
away by the rather stormy ses-
sion in the afternoon Sunday.

The uproar was over the
status of the Leader of the

Opposition.

The Speaker's refusal to
upgrade the position of the
Leader of the on next

to that of the Leader of the
House led to the maiden walk-
out by the Opposition.

Things went wrong soon
after Speaker Abdur Rahman
Biswas announced the names
of the 15-member Business

See Page 10 Col. 7
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A Kurd feeds his
Iraq by villagers

Saturday.
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child bread distributed to refugees from
in Cukurka in southeastern Turkey
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Flash flood in Sunamganj

20000 acres of cropland

under water

SUNAMGANJ, Apr 7: Flash
flood has so far damaged
15.500 acres of paddy field in
the district and officlals fear
two embankments may col-
lapse any moment causing
further havoe.

The Kushiara rose eight feet
till Friday night, submerging
boro crops on 15,500 acres
worth about Tk 15 crore in
four haors of Shalla u and
a unjon of Birai upazila. offictals
said today.

Unofficial sources, however
claimed about 20,000 acres of

Dhaka-Beijing
JEC meet
today

A 12-member Chinese del-
egation, led by Vice Minister
for Foreign Economy and
Trade Wang Wen Dong arrtved
in Dhaka Sunday to attend the
sixth meeting of China-
Bangladesh Joint Economic
Commission, reports UNB.

The three-day session be-

ins in the capital today
nday).

The meeting will review the
progress of bilateral trade and
economic relations between
the two countries since fifth
meeting of the JEC, held in
Betjing October 1989

standing crops of the haors
had gone under the flash flood
water,

Sources said 5,000 acres of
boro in lowlying areas of Kunja
union of Birai upazila were
submerged Saturday night.

Upazila Chairman of Shalla
Audul Mannan Chowdhury told
UNB more 8,000 acres of boro
might be affecied soon as the
two dams of WDB at Sarani and
Ahmedpur was under tremen-
dous thrust of flood water and
breaking.

The water level of hilly river
Mahram is also increasing. If it
rises further, local ple fear
another upazila, Tlmur. will
be hit soon. The largest haor of
the district, Shantr haor, situ-
ated in this UZ, will be flooded
causing damage 1o 25.000
acres of standing boro crops,
the only crop of the upazila.

Earlier. Monowa, Bera-
Mohona, Duaria and Shalla
haors of Shala upazila were hit

flood. Two more haors of
Shalla upazila— Thatyar and
Kachertor— are also threat-
ened by flood waters rolling
down the hil

Meanwhile. |El.d!.'r'l of

Krishak SII'LGI‘m 1 in a
press release here blamed the

negligence of officials and pub-
lic representatives for the

ripping crop damage in the
district.
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Drive carefully and observe
all traffic rules. The man

With Eid-ul-Azha nearing, more and more home-going P

R il

eople
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are rushing to book bus,

launch and train tickets. This picture was taken at Kamalapur Railway Station on Sunday.

Cross-examination continues
H

Ershad sick :

Court adjourned

By Staff Correspondent

The cross examination of a
prosecution witness marked
the resumption of the trial of
deposed President Ershad at
the Special Tribunal yesterday.

The accused Ershad,
present at the hearing, was
seen profusely perspiring as he
sat in dock. He was grim and

Prior to the resumption of
the Tribunal the Defence
Judge Mohammad Habibullah
stating the health condition of
his client. now being tried on

charges of illegally possessing

- arms

The Defence said that
Ershad had been suffering a
stomach upset and a fever

since Saturday night. He
prayed for a two day adjourn-
ment of the Tribunal.

Ershad was then examined
in the court by a Doctor of the
Central Jail who is care
of his health round the clock.

The Judge of the Special
Tribunal however decided to
adjourn the court for only one
day till April 9 after the cross
examination of prosecution

Dhaka Garrison ., had
continued for about two hours
on Sunday.

Talim Hussain in his state-
ment to the Tribunal said that
he was a member of one of the
two committees set up for the

See Page 10 Col. 3

Asset sharing issue
repatriation

Bangladesh wants resolutior
of the issues of repatriation of
stranded Pakistanis and divi-
sion of assets between the two
countries, Prime Minister
Begum Khaleda Zia told
Pakistan's special envoy in
Dhaka on Sunday, reports
UNB.

“These two problems are
there, despite a warm and
cordial relations existing be-
tween the two countries,” she
sald, stressing resolution of
the two longstanding issues in
a spirit of mutual understand-
ing and friendship.

Mir Hazar Khan Bijrani, who
arrtved in Dhaka on Saturday,
called on Begum Zia at her
Sangsad Bhaban chamber on
Sunday and delivered her a
message from his Prime
Minister Mian Nawaj Sharif.

Briefing newsmen on the
meeting and also on contents
of the lctter, a Foreign
Ministry official said Begum Zia
described repatriation of the
stranded Pakistanis to thetr
opted land as an absolutely
humanitarian problem.

She, the official said, re-
quested Pakistan authorities to
find a solution to it through a
joint move. :

The division of assets be-
tween the two countries is a
problem existing since
Bangladesh achieved indepen-
dence from Pakistan in 1971,
The return of 2.5 lakh
stranded Pakistanis is also a

concomitant probilem.

Begum Zia explained to the
Pakistan Minister Bangladesh's
stand on the division of assets.
"We want our legitimate
share,” the Prime Minister
said.

She told the Pakistan envoy
that the Pakistanis stranded
here for years were being
looked after as our citizens.

"Despite good gesture from
our side, they have been await-
ing repatriation,” she said.

She recalled late President
Ziaur Rahman took initiative to
resolve the problems and
made some p :

Pakistan Rallway Minister
Bijrani was quoted as describ-
ing the problems as “delicate
and deep for both sides".
These are problems ha
"social and political signifi-
cance.” he said.

He. however, assured the
Prime Minister of properly re-
porting her back to his gov-
ernment which, he hoped,
would consider the matters
from a positive angle in the in-
terest of friendly bilateral rela-
tHons.

Pakistan Premier Nawaz
Shartf, tn his -
ulated B@;mm m
sumption of the office of Prime
Minister,

Sharif su ted regular
consultations n the two
countries at all levels to fur-
ther improve bilateral rela-
tions.

Iraq warned not to interfere 1

KEFLAVIK (iceland). Apr 7
US Secretary of State James

Baker plans to visit a
mountainous area along the
Turkish-lraqi border, where
hundreds of thousands of
Kurdish refugees are reported
o be headed to escape the
forces of Iraqi President
Saddam Hussetn

Et:;z :: mounting criti-
cism was ﬂlﬂl‘"
by while a r l"m!llv‘:l:-jy
tragedy un . President

m
the 5. Air Foree to begin
dropping food., blankets.
tents and other relief

e of e e e

But the administration has
refused to help the rebel
Kurds ttll-:wthc north or Shi'ites
in southern Iraq. sayi it
would not be drawn into :!El'lfll
war or support groups whose
aim was to carve Iraq into sep-
arate states.

Baker. on the defenstve
during his airborne briefing,
repeatedly rejected
suggestions that the United
States was not doing enough to
helps the victims of an
uprisin which 1t had

s and supported.

We are not prepared to go
dnwnﬂ:lippuylhpunfbe-

ing sucked into a etvil war. We
cannot police what goes on
inside Iraq and we cannot be
the arbiters of who shall gov
emn Iraq. he said.

Earlier report said: Prest.
dent George Bush sent US
Secretary of State James Baker
on a hastily-planned trip to
the Middle East on Saturday.
saying he wanted progress
towards peace in the region
before the Gulf war

Baker indicated
no specific new plans o
untangle differences between

n relief

Israclis and Arabs.

Bush described Baker's
mission to Israel, Egypt, Syria
and Turkey as another
consultative trip.

Baker spoke plainly about
the of using
and Bush called the new US
credibility in the region
towards solving some of the
problems that wrenched
the Middle East for decades.

If we can't
we'll just have
look at other
approaches. But |
people believe that
changed circumstances in

etfort

region, Baker said.

This changed attitude. said
Baker,
positive moves towards peace.

The United States has
trying to convince lsraclis
Arabs to take a sertes
measures that would
confidence between them
hopefully lead to an
peace,
But

oif

must translate into |

o

" witmess ‘No -9 Talinr Huossaln, |
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Hasina's concern
at transfer of
Home Ministry
to Khaleda

The Acting President
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
on Sunday expressed the view
that his neutral charactey
would not be affected by
transfer of the Ministry of
Home Affairs to the Prime
Minister, who was not the
head of the government, re-
ports BSS,

He told this to the Leader of
the Opposition in the Jattya
Sangsad and Bangladesh
Awami League President
Shetkh Hasina, who met him
at

fer of the Home Ministry to
the Prime Minister and leader
of BNP.

The Acting President did
not agree that his neutral
character would be affected by
transfer of the Home Ministry

See Page 10 Col. 6

Status issue will

be resolved today,
hopes opposition

By Staff Correspondent -

Leaders of the opposition
political parties in the Jatiya
Sangsad (parliament) on
Sunday regretted that the
ruling sh Nationalist
Party
initiative to give proper status
the Leader of the
Opposition, Sheikh Hasina in
the House,

Addressing a news confer-

ence, after a walkout,
at the office of the Leader of
the n in Parliament
they that the matter

would be resolved before the
start of the session today.

The opposition leaders had
a meeting at the chamber of
thel.n:lnernfthecmoumu
before addressing news
conference.

Abdus Samad Azad, the
Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, said the intransi-
gence of the Bench
over the demand of oppo-
sition was deplorable. He said
the opposition expected that
the Speaker, the Leader of the
House and the Leader of the
Opposition would be upheld as
institution to make parliament
effective.

He sald the opposition
staged walkout because two
ministers opposed the demand
for ng proper status teo

Hasina in the Business
Advisory Committee. He said
the opposition hoped that the

See Page 10 Col. 2

Moudud’s bail
order stayed

By Staff Correspondent

The Vacation Bench of the

ca KK



