DHAKA SUNDAY APRIL 7. 1991

Upazila roundup
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Call to stop
smuggling of
Indian sugar

From Our Correspondent
6 : A meeting was held
at ni Bank premises of

scized al least 65 grams ol
heroin worth about Taka 7

of the District Muktijod-
unit office and recovered

the heroin from his posses-

One gets life
term for

murder
From Our Correspondent

April 8 : The District and
Sessions of Thakurgaon
Mr. Abdus Salam awarded life
imprisonment to* one Abul
Bashar of village Gar Bhaban -
ipur in Haripur upazila for
killing his brother-in-law.

The case In briel is that
Abul Bashar divorced his wifc
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Dr. 1huhiom Naher Chowdbhary,
Consultant of the hospital. The
destor said such a big taumour
s undoubtcdly once of the rare
finding in the hoapital. The
paticnt is now oul of danger
and is improving at the hospi-
tal.

SATKHIRA

Law, order
situation

discussed
From A Correspondent

April 6 The meonthly
meeling of Satkhira district
law and order situation com-
mitice was held at the conler-
ence room of the Decpuly
Commissioner, Satkhira re-
cenlly.

She meeting was presided
over by Mr. Katebur Rahman,
Deputy Commissioner, Sat-
khira, Policc Super, Satk-hira,
UNO's, President, Press Club,
Satkhira, and concerned
officials and members of Lhe
commillce altended the
meeting.

The meeling discussed var-
jous development projects law
and order situation in seven
upazilas of the district.

In his address Mr. Katebur
Rahman urged the concerned
officials and geople of the dis-
irict to co-operate with police
for maintaining law and order
in rural arcas. .

KURIGRAM

Wedlock at
105

April 6 : Manduram Barman
(105) marricd a 15-year-old
girl recently.

It is lkcarnt that Zosna Bala
(15) was living with her father
al village Tallala in Rajarhat
upazila ol the district. ller
poor fathcr was unable to pro-
vide dowry for her daughter's
marriage.

So he accepted the pro-
posal of Manduram Barman
(105) of village Chakirpasha of
Rajarhat upazila and married
her daughter to an old man.

MANIKGANJ

Highway robbery
rampant

April 8 : Valuables worth
about Taka 10 lakh ware looted
in eight dacoitics over the last
fortnight on Dhaka-Aricha road
and Meghna ghat-Dhaka road,
police said, reports UNB.

According to witnesses, [ive
rice-loaded trucks were also
looted by the dacoits over the

samc period.

Dacoits stop trucks and
buscs and loot belongings by
making drivers and passcngors
scnseless cither using toxic
medicines or by beating.

The most vulnerable points
for dacoity are Aricha, Na-
yarhat, Savar, Dhamrai, Kanch-
pur and Mcghna ghat arcas.

A well organised inter-dis-
trict gang of dacoits are com-
mitting dacoities on these

roads and law-enforcing agen-
cies remain indiflferent o the

growing menace, said a truck

driver on condition of
anomy mity .
But police said due to

shortage of manpower and ve-
hicles, it becomes dillicult for
them to check the rising prob-
lem.

lsmail Hossain, secretary of
inter district truck drivers'
union, expressed his resent-
ment over inc dacoitics
and warned that i the situa-
tion continued, they would be

Nor’wester claims
6 lives

. The nor'wester

::mm
uparilas of
— R
of the district.
H-;:hl“
one person at Ullapara
three at Sadar upaszila, two at
Shahjadpur and one died a
Belkuchi upazila iIn the last
Friday's norwester.
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Bumper production of potato has been reported form different districts this year. Here

farmers harvesting the crop in a Munshiganj village.

— Star photo

Medicare absent in rural
health complexes

KISHOREGANJ, April 6 : All
Health Complexes in 13
upazilas of the district have
been facing multifarious prob-
lems which include paucity of
pure drinking water, absence
ol drainage system, ambu-
lances, blood banks, dental and
cye specialists. scarcity of
medicines, shortage of staff
and surgical instruments. ~

Everyday thousands of pa-
tients coming from the remote
areas go back disappointed for
want of proper treatment,

Due to absence of ambu-
lances the patients cannot be
removed during emergency (o
the district hospitals of My-
mensingh or Dhaka Medical
( ullege Hospitals. Absence of
blood banks also stands on the
way fur proper treatment.

The supply of drinking wa-
ter has been hampered due to
leakages in the reserve tank
causing untold sufferings to
the patients.

According to the reports,
doctors and” nurses in the
Sadar Hospital in the district
headquarters do not reside in
the hospital compound as the
residential quarters are not
provided to them. Even most
doctlors do not attend the hos-
pital regularly. Besides, the
nurses and other employees in
the hospitals are quite insufli-
cient to cope with the rising
number of patients.

. The supply of medicines on
the other hand is quite inade-

guate, Life saving medicines
are not available in the hospital

to treat the patienrts.

Moreover, drugs supplied to
the patients by the govern-
ment are sold in blackmarkets
by a section of dishonest staff,
it is learnt. It is alleged that
such illegal practices and ir-
regularities are not checked.
Most health complexes do not
have X-ray machines and dne
to absence of ambulance ser-
vices critical patients neither
can be sent to other hospitals
nor can be treated {n the samc
for want of essential facilities.

The approaching roads to
the health complexes arc in

~ deplorable condition. These

beccome slippery and muddy
after slight rainfall making

impossible the movement of

both pedestrians and vehicles. -

Cases against 3 UP members,
I municipal commissioner filed

PABNA, April 6;: The Bureau
of Anti-corruption, Pabna has
filed cases against three mem
bers ol Union Parishad (UP)
and one Commissioner of mu-
nicipality of Bera upazila for
misappropriation of rice worth
about Taka 14 lakh. The rice,
aboul 142 melric tons, was
relcased against 13 develop-
ment projects in the district.

According to Anti-corrup-
tion charge, Abdul Majid,
mcmber of the Natun Bharenga
Union Parishad had drawn 34
metric tons of rice valued al
Taka 3,34,560 on October 10,
1990. He allegedly misappro-
priated the whole quantity.

Mr. Raoshan Ali, Ward
Commissioner of Bera munici-
pality took delivery of 20 met-
ric tons of rice worth about
Take 96,000 but did not utilise
the same in the project.

Tolazzal Hossain, member
of Nakalia Union Parishad
drew 18,660 kg of rice worth
about Taka 1,83,614 which
was misappropriated. This
con nt was released for
land filling, clcaning of water

hyacinth, construction of ap-
P — :

From Our Correspondent

have urged the concerned au-
thoritics lo take legal action
against the culprits.

Plan to put 66,506
acres under boro
farming

FENI, Apr 6: A massive plan
is underway to bring about
66,500 acres of land undes
boro [arming in five upazilas cl
the district during the current
season, reports UNB.

According to Agriculture
Extension Department, about
40,000 acres will be brought
under high yielding wvariety
while the rest under local vari-
ety.

Bangladesh Agriculture De-
velopment Corporation has
distributed seceds, fertilizers
and other agri-inputs among
the growers lor the implemen-
tation of the programme.

About 76,500 meiric lons of
boro paddy arc expected to be
produced in Sadar, Sonagazi,
Porshuram, Daganbhuiyan,

Chagalnalya upazilas ol the dis-
Lrict.

proach road and reconstruc-
tion of a high school building.
Mr. lossain also drew 25 met-

ric tons of rice worth about

Taka 4,29, 614 on October B,
last year. The rice was sanc-
tioned for vulnerable group of

. people.

Al Mahmood Sarker of vil-
lage Drishalika under Bera
upazila drew 20,146 kg of rice
worth about Taka )],88,049.
The rice was sanctioned on
November 24, 1988 and May

5 1

Shaikhpara Jame Masjid,

club room, building of Sanket
cullural organisation, Shaikh-
para rehabilitation project,
carth flling of the yard of
Jagorani Sangha and Boroshila
graveyard. The rice was mis-
lprmprl.ntu:l and no master-
roll was submitted.

Chairman of Bera upazila
sanctioned 24 metric tons of
rice worth about Taka
2.36,160 in the name of Abdus
Samad of Puran Bharcnga in
1990. This rice was also mis-
:Tprnpnattd. Police arrested

Mahmood Sarker in this
conncetion. The loral people
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Electric supply to tubewells disrupted

Rabi crops farming on

1.86 lakh acres hampered

THHAKURGAON, April 6 :
Lack of irrigation facilities and
disruption in electric supply to
the deep tubewells in Pancha-
garh, Thakurgaon and Dinajpur
districts will hamper the rabi
crops cultivation on one lakh
85 thousand and BOO acres of
land, this year.

It may be mentioned here
that a total of 959 rehabilitated
and newly installed deep

Notes from

Kushtia
From Our Correspondent

Ten persons were injured
in a collision to take posses-
sion of "khash land” arised on
the Padma under Daulatpur
upazila of Kushtia district.

Sardar, Mr. Rahul Sardar, Mr.

the khash land with an organ-

club-men, but ceollision oc-
curred when persons 6f Baj-
mara and Jotashahi char ob-
structed them who occupied
the land earlier.

Tension is prevailing in the
locality.

Press Club
convening body

A nine-member convening
committee of Dawlatpur Prcss
Club has been formed dissolv-
ing the old committee.

the presidentship of Mr. Ma-

lected unanimously Mr. Abesh
Ali, convener, Mr.
Rceza, Joint Convener and Mr.
Safiuddin Ahmed, Mr.
Mosharal Hossain Khan, Sher
Ali Shabuz, M. G. Mahmood
Mantu, Mr. Amirul Islam, Mr.

Lokman Hossain and Mr.
Shalfiul Islam as members.

Foundation laid

Gangni upazila office building
was laid by Mr.
Rahman, D. C. Meherpur, re-
cently.

One killed by
lightning

of Bheramara u

ning recently.

accident.

Drinking water
scarce in
Netrakona

| NETRAKONA, Apr 6: Acute

scarcity of drinking water has
been prevailing in the town
and adjacent areas causing
great inconveniences to the
dwellers, reports UNB.
According to informed
sources, most of the hand

upazilas of the district have
gone out of order due to ab-

normal fall in underground
water level.

The dwellers in pourashava
arcas are getting water supply
[rom the public health de-
partment through deep tube-
wells. The people in urban ar-
cas are taking water from the
town through diflerent carri-
ers.

When contacted the local
public health engineering offi-
cials sald due to fund shortage
they cannot take up ity
scheme to ensure smooth sup-
of water in the town and its

jacent areas.
it is learnt that about 5,000

tubewells of different upazilas
of the district have gone out of
order dccptnlm the pure wa-
ter crisis in rural arcas.

It is learnt the Mr. Rny:'t-

lHabi Sardar of Phl.l:lpnngr vil-
lage tried to occupy forcibly

ised gang of more than 100

A discussion meeting under
mun Reza, ex-president se-

Mamun

The foundation stone of

Mamtazur

Taka three lakh was ear-
marked to construct this oflice
building. Other administrative
officers and chairmen, mem-
bers of union parishads were
I present on the occasion.

Mr. Shamsuddin (60] mem-
ber of Bahichar Union Parishad
ila under

Kushtia district killed by light-

It is learnt that he was ol-
fcring his "fazar” prayer in the
{ open corridor at the time of

driven tubewells of different |

From Our Correspondent

tubewells of h Water
Devclopment Board, under the
North Bengal Tubewell Pro-

ject,” Thakurgaon, having 200
acres of commanding areas for
each DTW (deep tubewell) had

been sold to the Grameen
Bank at a cost of Taka 17 crore
on instalment repayment
schedule with a grace period
of 10 years.

In a decision by the de-
posed Ershad Government, an

agrecment was signed in be-
tween Grameen Bank and

‘Bangladesh Water Develop-

ment Bored to handover the
possession of the DTWs.
On November 29 of 1989,

the Flood Control and Irriga- .

tion Ministry issued a letter
stating that no deep tubewell
would be allowed to operate
until and unless the Grameen
Bank took over the possession.
Accordingly all the DTWs
remain useless except 30 and
er connection Iin

OMS rice se

in blackmarkets

From Qur Correspondent

JAMALPUR. April @ : Rice
allotted for Open Market Sale
(KDS)in Jamalpur district is
allegedly being sold in black-
market by a section of dealers,
traders in collusion with some
dishonest food officials.

According to the sources,
32 tons of rice were allotted
for upazila wise distribution in
Jamalpur district in March and
April to the District Food Con-
troller.

It is learnt that the Food
Department officers did not
follow the rules of distribution
and allowed the traders and
dealers to sell the rice in

6000 tons coal

blackmarket, without the
knowledge of Deputy Commis- -
sioner. When enquired about
the matter., Food Officials de-
nied their involvement in the .
matter and District Food Con-
troller also showed his igno-
rance to the malpractice. On
the other hand different vari-
eties of rice are being sold be-
tween Taka 16 and 1B per kg
and OMS rice is regularly be-
ing sold in black market.

When contacted the Deputy
Commissioner. Jamalpur he
said that immediate measures
are being taken for combatting

the situation.

lying

unsold in Sirajganj

SIRAJGANJ, April 8 : A
huge quantity of coal has been
lying unsold in difllcrent de-
pots here depriving the gov-
crnment of revenue, reports
UNB.

According to sources, about
6,000 metric tons of coal are
now stored in various dcpots of
the district. Quota not lifted by
some brickfield owners has

creaied the glut.

There are 30 brickfields in -

the district but only 10 of
them have liflted coal from the
local depots, it is learnt.

Brickfield owners, however,
prefer firewood to coal as it
costs them less.

Trees are being indiscrimi-
nately felled for use in brick-
fields causing environmental
degradation.

The owners of coal depots
here have called for strict

implementation of govern-
ment rule regarding use of coal
in the brickfields.

Five people died of diar-
rhoea and about 500 others
attacked by chicken pox in the
district during the last week.

Indiscriminate
felling of

‘trees continues

BARISAL, Apr 6: Trees arc
being indiscriminately cutting
down in the southern districts
despite ment ban, re-
ports UNB.

Dishonest brick manufac-
turers in collusion with farm-

firewood instead ol'lLlll to

burn bricks in about 150

brickfields in Barisal,
Patuakhall, Bhola, Jhalakhathi,
r districts.

Borguna and Pirojpu

The prices of coal per ton is
Taka 2,964. Usually 25 to 30
tons of coal are necessary to
manufacture one lakh bricks.

The victims were identified
as Moslem Uddin (50) of
Bansala village, Nazrul Islam
(15) and Darbesh Mollah (70)
dSLIIF'f- in Chalan
beel areas. "I';‘hn‘ﬂlhpn of
Tarash upazila also died of the
disease.

Meanwhile, chicken pox
showed a rise in Ratnakandi
union of Sadar upazila creating
panic among the villagers.

Civil Surgeon of the district
told UNB that necessary
medicines have already been
supplied to the affected arcas.

—

Bridge over
canal needed
From A Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, April 6 :
The broken bridge over Brah-
machari canal a;': Hahgnnj}-;hu]-

ti is i threat to t .
Es:ndn E?sp:i:r:by including
studcnts of , and high
schools and madrashas.

It is learnt that during early
sixties work on pucca bridge

was started, but it was sus-
pended due to negligence of
Union Council and till today it
was not compieted. People of
the area construct bamboo
bridge for their use which
oftcn gets ineffective duc to
pressure of passcrsby.

The construction of pucca

bridge is urgently required to
minimise the sufferings of the
users.

In absence of latrines in Ra-
jgati-Daspara, Darilla, Passdar-
illa and Autergati government

primary schools, the stafl and
students are facing untold sul-
ferings. According to
guardians, the girl students are
the worst suficrers. The au-
thoritics concerned have been
urged to take early steps in

this n;;.nrd

Pilferage of rly accessories

rampant in Jamalpur

age of ra accessories and
goods h::ngecoﬂu rampant
irom rallway compartments
and wagons which are kept at
the outer stations and also
running

from the trains

and movable goods like spring

sheets. motor drills ete,
Besides, a section of organ

ised miscrearts in collusion

with some dishonest
employees is allegedly

Poor quality seeds

in sicaling these items from
outcr stations and selling the
sam« in blackmarkets at exor-
bitanl prices.

it s learnt that the miscre-

ekl mw“
ummd. the stations are

Ir.ml"

It is felt that f such a large
scale pilferage continues and
remain unnoticed the railway -

department will
ey incur heavy



