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SEOUL. April B The
iollowing Interview took place
here where the Indian
minister had come 10 address
the 47th session of ESCAP.

Star: Let's start with a gen-
eral guestion. How do you view
Indo Bangladesh relations af
the moment?

Answer: Since the Chandra
Shekhar's government has
taken power there has not

been any major problems with
Bangladesh

other neighbours. The main
reason for India’'s problems

with her neighbours is that In-
dia does not seem 1o under-

stand that by Hsell, India con-
stitutes 70 per cent of the
SAARC . India’s behaviour is not
commensurate with her size,

our st
I we e that
think our relations with our
neighbours will . This
is the approach Chandra
airaclr ptyng e dntivat tn

us in
our relations with Nepal and
Pakistan. . In connec-
tion with the kid ol
the daughter of a MP
Kashmir, Pakistan played a
very role. instead
ol exploiting the situation as it
would otherwise do.

An accommodating attitude
by India will go a long way in
improving Indo-Bangladesh at-
titude. It is my firm belicl thal
India must be conscious as o
how she to her neigh-
bours — powerful, over-
whelming in many resperts. |
is casy for us lo appear o look
like a bully even when we are
demanding what is legitimately
ours. So we must be accom-
modating. without of course
conceding what is of national
interest.

However, about Indo-
Bangladesh relations | would
undcerline one thing to the
lcaders and the people of
Bangladesh. it is about the rise
of lundamentalism.

Star : You must be aware
that in the receni Bangladesh
elections the [undamentalist
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'Bangladesh Should Make Tin
Bigha an Urgent Issue’

(Bom in September 1939,
Mr. Subramanian Swamy has a
Ph.D from Harvard in Eco-
nomics. He was a professor of
Economics at Delhi University
and joined politics in the six-
ties

At present he is a Mcember
of Rajya Shabha. He is a two-
time former member of Lok
Shabha and is currently Presi-
dent of Janata Party which is
expected 1o merge with Chan-
dra Shekhar's Janata Dal (5).
Mr. Swamy was the main ne-
gotiator that brought Congress
support behind Mr. Shekhar
and propelled him to the Indian
premiership.)

mentalist forees will suffer a
similar defeat in India also.
The BJP will suffer severe
losses in the coming election.
Star : back o Indo-
Bangladesh relations, you know
that there are lwo oulstanding
issues that continue lo plague
it. First that of sharing of the
Ganges walter, in which the ex-
isting agreement has lapsed a
long time ago and no new
agreement has been arrived at
requests

issue of handing over of the
Tin Bigha corridor |lo
Bangladesh. Do you see an early
resolution of these two issues 7
A - You know that it is only
during the Janata govern-
menl's lenure that India's re-
lations with her neighbours are
al its best. This is because the

forces did not make any head  Congress government's atui-

ey
A-Yes. thal is a very positive
sign. It is my view that lunda-

a= Feature

HE existing formal
primary education
with about 45
thousand primary schools and
some [95 000 tecachers iIn
Bangladesh have, in fact. the
polentiality of offering most of
the country’'s children (6-10
years) their right (1o a mini-
mum education. Despite |8%
allocations In the First Plan.
47% in the Second Plan and
46% in the Third Plan respec
tively for primary education,
oul of the wital outlay for edu-
cation sector. Universal Pri
mary Education (UPE) pro-
gramme has neither per-
formed satisfactorily nor pro-
gressed significantly. On the
other hand, all the s
pian documents only men-
tioned about Non- Formal Edu-
cation (NFE) as an alternative
delivery system for providing
education and skill training 10
the vast multitude of iiterates
who are outside the purview of
formal education frame of the
country. Bul no concerted ef-
fort has yet been made 10 plan
and implement a comprehen-
sive programme on NFE. The
only project that has some
semblance of non-formal edu-
cation is the center based
adult lWicracy activity con-
ducted through Mass Educa-
ton Project (MFP) that was
lau in 1980, discontin-
wed in 1982, and revived again
in 1987
The most salient of the fac
lors for non achievement of
primary education s the

purview of frmal schooling
the estimatod gross en-
rollment ratc s about seventy
lour per cent. and almost 68
per cenl of them drops out
the large organized system
produce an output of only
arvund 25

-
.

tude is based on the principle
of reaprocity — we will do
somnething for you if you do

However. if one looks
backward into the world sce-
narie. one flinds that not a sin-
gle eountry had Universal Pri-
mary Education (UPE) some
130 ycars age. In France. the
law of 1881 abolished fecs in
all schools and the law
of 1882 csiablished compul-
sory alliendance. In England.
the Elementary Education Act
of 1870 laid the foundation
upon which elementary educa-
tion was made compulsory
throughout England and Walcs
and in 189] fees were abol
ished in all but a few clemen-
tary schools. It ook about 32
ycars lo attain Universal Pri-
mary Education in England.
about 45 years in Sweden.

in the Indian sub-continent,
under British rulc the need
for introducing Compulsory
Primary Education (CPE) had
been volced time and again in
the current century. A bill on
CPE was first introduced in
the Parllament in 1912 | but
lost. 78 years later. Compul-
sory Primary Education Acl
1990 was passed in the Par-
liament of Bangladesh, which
came into force from January
1. 1991,

While some have expressed
the opinion that it would be
very difficult o enforee the law
and ensure CPE by 2000
others believe that the first
slep now taken could come
much carlicr. perhaps under
imperfect conditions. and in:
that case, the and edu-
cational situation of Bangladesh
would have been much more
assuring than it is today. Be
that as it may, the effect of the
compulsion of primary educa-
tion will be felt long after
wards.

Out of the wial pepulation
of 11.4 crore. almost 49% arc
girls and women. The educa
ton of girls has long been a
wrak area in the pn edu-
calion system of Ha sh. It
s, however, encouraging 1 hat
the proportion of enrollment
of gris at the level in
creased from 36% in 1975 10
37% in 1980, 40% in 1985

rellment in the rimary
schools. and adult Weracy raic
will be improved.
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somcthing in return for us.
Janata government’s attitude is
based on the principle of capa
bility — how much we are ca-
pable of conceding matched by
those of our neighbours. That
is why whenever the Janata
government comes lo power
the relations with the neigh-
bours improves, while the re-
verse is the casc whenever
Congress comes Lo power.
Remember the good neigh-
bourly relations during Morarji
Desaf's time.

Star — Janata government(’'s
approach sounds good. Bul un-
Jortunately you are not going lo
be in power for long. So, Jor
the period that your govern-
ment is still in power — mean-
ing till the time of the elec-
lions — can we expecl some
move on these lwo issues ?

A — Unlortunately not. The
time is too short and the clec-
tion is uppermost in cvery-
body's mind.

Star — Sir, the Tin Bigha
question again. The Indian
Supreme Court has already
opined in favour of Bangladesh.
There exists now no legal or
other obstacles in handing
over this land. We know it is
going lo happen, because the
law is in our favour. Bul this
unnecessary delay is leaving a
bad taste in our mouth. As the
Justice Minister why don't you
do something ?

A — | am having the matter
looked into. To tell you frankly.
this issue is not on the top »f

Opportunitics lor free primary
and basic cidhacation are not
often availcd ol if these seem
to have no visible and tmmedi-
ale impact on the quality of life
ol those for whom these are
offered. It is, therefore, neces-
sary Lo design. devise and in-
troduce such education which
displays tangiblc benefits of
education. Therefore, side by
side with the formal education
wvsiem. Bangladesh Govern-
ment’s focus should now look
towurds non formal channels
of education. Retention and

Despite increased allocations since the First

By Mahfuz Anam in Seoul

Subramanian Swamy

Indian politicians’ mind. Ev-
eryone is busy with other
things. So lelt to normal bu-
reaucratic dispensatons, it is
likely to take a long time
Therelore | suggest that your

Education

UPE and Literacy : Some Issues and Optio

leaders should take it up with
the Indian government and ac-
celerate the process,
Bangladesh government should
make it an urgent issuc and
take it up with us. Burcaucrats

Nuruddin M. Kamal

gencrally followed the pattern
of the existing sysicm as il ex-
pinded marginally and contin-
ued w remain cxpensive and a
donor driven activity. Govern-
ment unwittingly decided to
shoulder the entire responsi-

bility of the primary education
at a huge . The most unfor-
tunate is that the society

and the community is gradually
withdrawing from the supply
side of the primary education
scere.

cducation frame, it has re-
mained uate and handi-
capped. Bullding of phystcal fa-
cilities eat away almost 50 per
cent of the formal primary ed-
ucation development activities.
Teachers salary support is the
major component of recurring
expenditure. Creating physical
facilities like toilets and
drinking - water are recgent
events. Girls are least encour-
aged in this system.

Therefore, to improve the

Plan for

will delay the matter. Political
pressure must be created. .

Star — Sir, as you know sig-
nificant trade imbalances exist
between India and Bangladesh.
We have urged for a greater
import of Bangladeshi goods by
india. Do you think there are
goods and services that India

- could import from us to re-
duce the current imbalance ?

A — Yes, 1 do. sh
should encourage free flow of

e'

which it should not Let us find
out our complementarities.
What can Bangladesh export to
us and what we can to you. We
could have free trade in some
arcas and restricted trade in
others. What we need o do is
to have more communication. |
am disturbed at the lack
of communication that now ex-
ists between our two coun-
trics, given India’'s intimate
links with the lfberation of

Star — Who do you think is
at fault for this lack of com
munication?

A — Both sides. The thing
about lack of communication is
getting out of hand. We must
build links at various govern-

‘The bigger we are, the more is our strength to
accommodate. If we take that approach I think our
relations with our neighbours will improve. An
accommodating attitude by India will go a long way
in improving Indo-Bangladesh attitude.’

goods between the two coun-
ties. As you know there is a
considerable amount of unoffi-

: 'ml m-u

Star — You mean smuggling,
Sir.

A — Yes. But this unofficial
trade does not help cither of
our countries. Therclore we
should encourage [ree trade
through our borders.

Star — Bul, Sir, there is fear

in Bangladesh that a free tracde
will overwhelmingly [avour In
dia

A — To some extent you are
right. But not in all respects
What we should do is 1o si
down and find out what are the
atcas in which [ree trade
should eperate and arcas in

will be required to harmonize
the curricula of the primary
level religious education insti-
tutions with those of the for-
mal primary education institu-
tions. As for successful plan-
ning and implementation of
Education For All [EFA) néccs-
sitates reliable data, the Na-
tional Plan of Action (NPA) un-
dertook to emphasize the de-
velopment of Management In-
formation System (MIS) under
the current General Education
Project. .
Education For All (EFA) in

education, out of the total

outlay for' education sector, Universal Primary Education (UPE) programme has neither
performed satisfactorily nor progressed significantly.

— =

expansion of the enrolled stu-
a: nt, will contribute to the
sutecess ol UPE and literacy.
Comtinued participation by the
parcnts, Parents-Teachers As-
soctation [(PTA). School Man-
agement Committee (SMC)
and the communities neced to
be enthustastically involved in
the vital process of EFA
through both formal and non-
formal channcls.

A complcx set of factors
constraining the progress in-
clude general problems ke
poverty. an elitist education
system, lack ol proper atu-
tude. weak managerial capaci
tics and above all lack of poliu-
cal will and commitment. Edu
cation development in the past
wius not adequately gearcd 1o
moe! the human development
necd in a growing economy: |

o=

nal 'development partners’ are
providing financial and techni-
cal assistance and philosophi-
cal guidance to shape up the
scclor. Consequently, umpteen
number of convenants and
conditions are attached with
the implementation of varions
projccts. Thus the story of Ed

Today in Bangladesh pri-
mary education is also consid-
ered to be an investment — the
returns of which are measured
in financial terms. The exter-
ucation also begins with con
tra« ts and foreign consultants.
The foreign experts at times
come here to help us reinvent
the wheel. And we also be:
come willing partners o their
thought procesa. Thus
although our main thrust has
been to build reinforce and
strengthen the formal primary

—

overall situation, pro re-
alistic strategies will include a
mix of innovative and uncon-
ventional approaches with
conventional and traditional
ones. Implementation of Com-
pulsory Primary Education
(CPE) Act 1990 will reinforce
the process ol universalization
ol formal primary education,
which is being closely followed
by the government. Optimum
use of all the resources will
have to be made. Systematic
cllorts will also need to be
made 0 harness the energles
of individuals, families and
communitics. NGOs will be
encouraged to participate,
particularly in such arcas as
Non-Formal Education (NFE)
and Women in Development
(WID). In order to expand and
improve UPE coverage, efforts

Acadenuc year : Seplember
o Mawy.
University entrance
As a rule, Canadian univer-
ities Ltreat equivalent
‘rtificales from r coun-
irics as qualification for en-
¢ (requirements may vary
jrom province (o province).
Foreign students should con-
t the Office of the Registrar
lor undergraduate admission),
pr the Office of the Dean of
aduale Studics (for graduate
studies) of the un they
o atiend, preferably 12
to 18 months in advance.

Immigration
requirements

Stndenis must be in -
sivn of & valiid passpert, They
must apply for a Student
Authorization and visa. if re-

All Canadian universitics
require evidence of or

French language X
hﬂﬂﬂmlﬂ_ N

Foreign student fees differ
between . institu-
tons and programmes from 8
000 1o & 8.400; wotal costs

Tips on Study Abroad:

TR —

Bangladesh also alms to pro-
vide basic education to all
children (aged 6-14) with B8
year's schooling, youths and
adults. But given the current
status of basic education 'EFA
by the Year 2000° would
essentially imply achicving an
intermediate target of UPE for
children 6-10 yecars litcracy
and life skills for adolescents
(11-14 years). Functional liter-
acy for youths and adulis (age
15 +). Both formal and non-
formal channecls will be uti-
lized.

A broader base ol govern-
ment support need o be
achieved by mobilising the re-
sources of all government
agencies that deal with some
aspects of human develop-
ment. At the same time gov-
ernment resources alone will

Opportunities in Canada

are estimated at 8 7.000 to $
17,000 for a single student
and $ 11,000 to 8 27,000 for a

married student with no chil-
dren.

Information services

Canadian Bureau of Inter-
national Education (CBIE), 85
Albert Street, Suite 1.400,
Ottawa, Ontario KIP 6A4
(gencral information on
work and exchange in
and abroad. receplion service
for incoming students
during August
cach year at the m'm:'f
Hallax. Toronte and
Vaneouveer).

Association of Universities
and Colleges of Canada [AUCC).
151 Slater Sireet, Ottawa,
Ontarto KIP S5NI (general in-
formation on programmes for
forcign students wishing to
study at Canadian universitics:
application forms and details
on admission requirements
availablc only from the untver-

sitics and colleges).
AUCC publications, a guide
on rules of immigration in

Canada are available iIn
Canadian c¢mbassies and in

Canadian overscas misstons.

- Publications

International Students Han-
dbook offers an overview of Wfe
in Canada and s tions on
how 1o deal wi various

Guide 1o Foreign Student
Authorizations for Canada
summarizing the of
g : ptwbbr-m
as it relates o stu-
dents. Designed for those who
work with foreign students
and the Canadian immigration
authorities ($3).

Learn tsh/French In
Canada (free ure, on re-
quest from CBIE).

&tudy in Canada, a small
brochure in English and
French for foreign students

regarding university study in

.problems ($600).

Abroad

Canada (free).

These publications are is-
sued by the Canadian Bureau
for International Education.

Universitics and Colleges of
Canada. published by the AUCC
in co-operation with Statistics
Canada, apd “Notes for Foreign
Students” published the
AUCC, for the benefit of stu-
dents from abroad. May be
consulted at all Canadian mis-
slons.

“University Study in
Canada®. Refl paper No 117 (in
English and in French) pre-
pared and regu reviscd by
the International
for ﬁnﬂ:r “:hnh Ao

st wishing 1o
undertake university study in
Canada (admission require

l.“‘.'
tant and other financ
assistance; financing university
study: travel procedures; life at
a Canadian university and life
in Canada . This doe-
ument is availa free of
change at all Canadian cm-
bussies

Hy with Study
by UNESCO.

registration
arships. fe

mental and non-governmental
levels and find out where we
can co-operate and where we
cannot. | repeat., we must find
oul our complementarities, for
which we must increase com-
munication between the two
countries. To me it is of fun-

damental importance.

Star — Now, turning lo your
internal situation, what abow
an electoral understanding
between Rajiv Gandhi and

Chandra Shekhar ?

A — | have been Irying very
hard 1o bring that about. DBut
surprisingly there is more re-
sistance about such under-
standing from Chandra

not be suflicient. however, to
meet effectively the basic
learning needs of all groups.
Greater participation by non-
governmental organizations,
communitics, families and In-
dividuals will be pursued . The
quality of primary level educa
tion must be enhanced. The
cxisting formal system will
nced o be redesigned to make
it adequately responsible to
meet the emerging social and
economic needs. Both the so
cial and individual goals of ed-
ucation will have 1o be catered
for..The task is uphill.

The diversity and changing
nature ol basic lcarning needs
of children. Youth and adults
necessitlates broadening and
constantly redefining the
scope of basic edueation o in-
clude new components. These
components should constitute
an integrated system to pro-
vide complementarity. mutu
ally reinforcing and compara-
ble standards. and they should
contribute to creating and de-
veloping possibilities for life
long learning. First, learning
begins at birth, this calls for
carly childhood care and initial
education by informal and non-
formal mode though arrunge-
menls
communities or institutional
programmes. as approprialc.

Second. the main delivery
systcm for the basic educalion
of children outside the family
is primary schooling (6-10
years). Broadening the base ol
Universal Primary Education
through formal and non-formal
mcans in the 1990s will be the
goal of Bangladesh. Implemen-
tation of Compulsory Prima
Fduecation Act 1990 is

cred o be a major stralegy for
universalizing primary educa-
tion. Other vehicles for pri
mary education. such as Ebte

dayce Madrasah. satellite
-achools. community bascd
struction., radio. weleviston alsn

can meel the basic learning
nceds of children. Providedd
that the same o N1

dards of achievement are .4

plied 1o all vehicles of primuin
education. it is o on
courage such diversity in de

livery without creating differ

ential learning elffects. The
lack of adequate access 1o
schools need not prevent any
child from attaining a common
cducational foundation for life
and for further leaming. Third,
the basic learning needs of
vouths and adults are diverse
and should be met through a
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involving familics.

Sheckhar than from Rajiy

Gandiv.

Star —— Why is that 7

A — It is the way Chandra
Shekhar is. If he feels that his
sell respect has been unduly
hurt then he will go to any
length to assuage it. The be-
haviour of Gandhi. espe-
cially during February and
carly March, is seen
Sirckhar as directed o h -
jate him. So he is now
acdlamantly against any under-
standing with Congress and
Rajiv. However | think it will
be in the mational if
these two leaders and

rtics can work logether. |
ﬁup on trying to bring such
an understanding aboul.

Star — My Jinal question
deals with Indo-Soviet rela-
tions and its on India’s
relations with China. Sir, with
the collapse of the USSR as a
supe r will India’s sfrong
pro-Soviel Joreign policy be
changed ? Will il result into an
improvement of relations with
China 7

A — ludia's foreign policy is
likely to become more bal-
anced not due to collapse of
the socialist bloe but due to
the realisation that technology,
credit and expertise now lies
with the west. The Soviet
maodel has falled and that there
is very little for us to learn
[rom it — cxeept that we
should not go in that direction.
In addition the younger gen-
cration in India, and the pro-
lessional class, look upon the
United States and the west as
the suecess s . So natural
iendency is o go in that di-
rection. These factors will
change our lorcign policy. not
nceessarily the collapse of the
Sovict Union as a supcerpower,

As for relations with China,
they are already improving.
slowly and steadily. 1t will
move on its own independent
momentum. | really don't see
any dramatic development or
breakthrough in that direction.

Star — Thank you very
much for seeing me amnd for
the gencrous share of time
that you have given me.

on sacial issues. At the same
time. communication media
both mass media, and smaller
community based formats can
be important adjuncis and
supporis o education and de-
velopment process. They can
be employed within formal od
ucation as a means of direet

teaching or enrichment. they
can provide alternative deliv-
ery systems in such contexis
as distance education o uni
versalize the basic education
system of the country.

The 1974 census which de-
fined licracy as the ability 1o
read amnd write a language and
attain minimum numeracy
skill, showed that only 25.8%
of the population over 15 years
ol age were literate. According
o 1981 census, the rate for
the same age group had risen
o 29.2% an Increase of only
3.4% in seven years. While the
number of adult licrale in-
creased from over 9 million In
1974 10 over 13 million in
1981 [an Incrcase of 42%), the
number of illiterates grew
from over 27 million o almost
33 million., an increase of al
most 20%. Although the adult
Hicracy rate increased to about
31% in 1990, the total number
ol illitcrates In the country still
stands at an alarming Rgure.

The fact that the Meracy
rate is still around 30 per cent
o with the fact that UPE
through the formal system is
not, according to current
plans, going (0o be achicved
before the turn of the century.
means that alternattves have o
be pruvided. The educational
needs of those children who
do not enrol in formal primary
schools and whe will continue
o drop oul. or those youths
and adults whoe have been un-
able 10 availl of educational op-
portunities in the past cannot
e ignored. In fact, with the
e reasing emphasis that has
been given to UPE during the
las! two plan periods (1980
86) and (1985-90). only hm-
ited non-formal aetivities
[aelull education

tiruly reflected the adult hher-
sey  programme, unplanned
prolileration of such efforts
without any standardization,
lack of clear policy guidelines
by the government. the out-
come has so far been rather
Hmited and insignificant.

Therefore, a renewed national



