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Abahani crawl into final

An unpardonable
mistake by BRTC
rlhupcr Mos

m allowed defe-
nding ¢ -
Abahani Krira
Chakra 1o move into the final
of the Independence Day
football tournament with a
solitary goal victory over the
road transport corporation
team

mnruh‘l semifinal at
the Stadfum.

Both teams falled to break

the deadlock by the halftime.

Mohammedan Epurllnf
Club and reigning nationa
ghm n.wi-h Army
will woday at 3 pm in the
second semifinal match at the
same venue.

Abahani despite the inclu-
sion of ace striker Sheitkh Mo-
hammed Aslam, &I-pﬂntnd
the crowd of sea-
sorn their lacklustre and
listless display. There was
hardly any combination be-
tween their midfield and the
forwards. The defence looked
ragged and on numerous occa-
sions, in the second
half, had a torrid time In
checking the BRTC frontliners.

Abahani held the u
in the first half but in the sec-
ond session BRTC made the

sweat hard to stop
them. As usual Mohsin in the

looked a of confi-
nce. There was ha any
worthwhile contribution the

defence. Alamgir, Yousuf and
Rupu in the midfield failed to
assist, non could they feed
their forwards with enough

Sports Reporter

balls

BRTC. on the other hand.
ook time to settle down but in
the second half lookéd a much
organised side compared to
their rivals. It was only the
poor finishing by their for-
wards that them of a
victory which they could have
easily achieved.

BRTC's Moslem.
who looked a cool customer
throughout the match, paid
dearly for a momentary lapse
of concentration in the 77th
minute of the match. He had
even briliantly stopped a
penally kick taken by Abahani's
Rumi

in the first hall. Rubel
{sr). Farhad Ata and Milan

worked hard in the defence.
Rubel r). Sujit and Noman
took more sion ol the
ball then their fancied rivals.
Tutul, Riaz and Litu time and
again breached Abahani’'s de-
fence in the second half. Only
good goalkeeping by Mohsin
and the erratic shooting by the
BRTC forwards prevented Aba-
hani from disaster.

Aslam, in the very second
minute, headed over the bar
Masud Rana's cross with the
goalkeeper completely beaten.
Rupu sent a long through pass
to Rumi on the right blank and
the letter's minus to Munna
(jr) saw him shooting straight
at the advancing BRTC goal-
keeper's legs.

BRTC defender Rubel(Sr),
in a desperate bid to clear.
only managed to hit teammalte

Farhad on the hand and the

referee promptly awarded a

CINCINNATI, Ohio, Apr 5 :
American sprinter Bulch
Reynolds' request for a court
order allowing him to compete
while he ¢ nges a two-year
suspension for alleged steroid
use was rejected here Thurs-
day by-a federal appeals court.
reports AFP.

Reynolds, who holds the
world record in there 400-me-
ters, tested positive for the an-
abolic steroid Nandrolone and
was dealt a two-year suspen-
sion last October by the Athlet-

ics Congress, which governs
track and field in the United

States.
Reynolds denics ever having

used steroids and has chal-
lenged the suspension in
court, saying he was barred
from competition without a
hearing, a violation of the due

of law.
A US district court turned
down nolds’ request for

the court order allowing him as :
BuEEa wins '0]‘ Jahangir in

breaking barriers

OVIEDO. Spain. Apr 5 : Pole
vault world record holder Seg-
ruei Bubka won the 50,000C-
dollar Prince of Austrias 1991
sports prize here on Thussday
for his “continual effort to
break barriers.” reports
Reuter.

The jury, chaired by Inter-
national Olympic Committee
chalrman Juan Antonio Sama-
ranch priasd the Soviet ath-
lete’s “extraordinary progress’
which led him to better time
after time successive world

doogys on March 23
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BUTCH REYNOLDS
to compete last month and a
three-judge appeals panel
again rejected his arguments
but granted him an expedited

of his lawsuit tack.
A hearing could be held as

quarter-finals

PARIS, Apr 5: Jahangir
Khan of Pakistan, who has re-
tumed to top form by winning
the last two Grand Prix squash
tournaments, moved into the
quarter-finals of the French
Open by beating Ross Norman
15-13, 15-10, 15-12 at Marne-
la-Vallee' on Thursday.

New Zecaland's Norman
scored the finest win of his ca-
reer when ending Jahangir's
five and a hall year unbeaten
run in the 1986 World Open
final at Toulouse.

But the number eleven seed
rarcly looked like rcpeating
that famous victory on

0 6.12 In | Thursday despite leading 13

11 in the first game.

penalty which Rumi, playing
with a fever, muffed by shoot-
ing fleebly t at
Moslem who cted confi-
dently. This happened in the
33rd minute. =

BRTC's Tutul, in the second
hall, twice came very close to
scoring only to see Mohsin

his eflorts.

in the 77th minute, Aba-
hani's BKSP recruit Masood
Rana sent a looping cross.

BRTC goalkeeper Moslem
saw Aslam advancing toward
the goal and in order to avoid
Aslam. he atte to collect
the ball facing own ‘
only for the ball to slip from
his grip and cross the goalline
to give Abahani their much-

delayed lead.

Rivals supporters in the
stands started pelting and
brickbratting each other to-
wards the middle of the sec-
ond sessjan.

Police had to restore order

by resorting to minor
lathicharge.
TEAMS

ABAHANI KC — Mohsin,
Munna(Sr), Rehan, Aman, Ma-
sud Rana, Rupu, r, You-
suf (Hira), Munnal(jr). Aslam

and Rumi (Krishna).
BRTC SC — Moslem, Ataur,

Farhad, Milon. Rubel (Sr).
Noman, Sujit. Rubel (Jr). Tu-
tul, Reaz and Litu.

TODAY'S MATCH

Mohammedan vs Army
(Dhaka Stadium 3:00 pm)

| Nirman results

Sports Reporter

Three matches were de-
cided in the Dhaka Zone Nir-
man School cricket champi-
onship yesterday at different
venues around the city. Rah-
matullah Model High School
scored an cxciting onc run

victory over Baganbari Adarsha
High School at the Dhanmondi

Cricket Stadium.

Rahmatullah School, batting
first, scored 156 all out in 28:4
overs. Baganbari in reply man-
aged 155 for eight wickets in
their stipulated 30 overs. Ba-
ganbari's Ali for his six wicket
for 17 runs and scoring 45
runs was named the man ol
the match.

Udayan Biddalaya scored a
comfortable five wickets vic-
tory over Arab Mission Public
School at the Dhanmondi Club
ground.

Arab Mission, batting first,
scored 176 for the loss of
eight wickets in their alloted
30 overs. In reply, an rat-
tled up 177 for the loss of five
wickets in 19.1 overs. Taposh
for 64 not out and two wickets
for 14 runs was adjudged as
man of the match,

St. Gregory's High School
registered a 48 run victory
over Dhaka Government Mus-
lim High School at the Mo-
hakhali T and T ground. St
Gregory scored 168 for six
wickets and in reply, Dhaka
Govl School scored 120 nins.
SL. Gregory's Shabbir recceived

| man of the match award.

6 bids for '98
World Cup

ZURICH. Apr 5: Six coun-
tries have confirmed bids for
the 1998 soccer World Cup
ahead ol Friday's midnight
deadline, reports Reuter.

The International Football |

Federation (FIFA) said on
Friday Brazil. England. France.
India, Moroceco and
Switzerland had confirmed

Midfield action from yesterd

ay's Independence Day soccer

5 o P ! et

semifinal between Abahani Krira Chakra and BRTC at the

Dhaka Stadium.

— Star phoeto

'Sylhet drub Rangpur

Sports Reporter _

i Sylhet DSA dru-
=l bbed Rangpur
DSA 7-0 to march
into the group
final of the Yuasa

- ~ 1lth Notional
Youth hockey championship

yesterday at the Hockey
Stdium.
Sylhet wil play against

Dhaka DSA in today's Group ‘B’
final match at 2.30 pm.

Biaka Lusai with three goals.
Rafiqul with two and Dina and
Salman with one goal each
were the Sylhet goalscorers.
Sylhet led 4-0 at the breather.

Chittagong DSA scored a
fighting 3-2 victory in a tie-
breaker over Narsingdhi DSA
in this mornig's match.

After both the teams failed
to break the deadlock in the

regulation time, umpires had
to restore to tie breaker.

Farooq, Lokhman and Sho-
von scored for Chittagong DSA
in the tie-breaker, while Akash
and John scored for Nar-
singdhi.

Chittagong DSA will [ace
Jessore DSA in the group
scmifinal match today at 4 pm.

Mymensingh DSA recorded
a comfortable 2-0 win over
Patuakhali DSA in the others

macth of the day to move into
the semifinal.

Omar Sharif and Naufol

scorcd one goal each for My-

mensingh.

Pirozpur DSA will take on
Rajshahi DSA in the Group '
scmifinal today at 8 am at the
Hockey Stadium.

“Abahani in

CHITTAGONG.,
Apr 5: Dhaka Aba-
hani moved into
the semi-final of
CJKP Star sum-
mer cricket tour-
nament beating Chittagong
Rising Star Club by 27 runs at
the stadium here today,
reports BSS.

Abahani face Dhaka Broth-
ers Union in the first semi-fi-
nal on April 7.

The out-field of the stadium
became unplayable. due to
heavy rain last night. The
match started at 12 noon in-
stead of 9 in the morning and
the scheduled 40 overs had 1o
be reduced to 30.

Abahani batted first and
scored 130 rumns for nine
wickets. _

Abahani lost their first six
wickets for only 81 runs. Then
Golla and Ehsan put on 42
runs in the seventh wicket
helping Abahani to cross the
100-run mark. _

Tutul with 31, the highest
scorer for AAbahani, was fol-
lowed by Ehsan 28, Nadirshah
165, Gella 10 and Selim 10.

big name star again o retain
their new status alongside the

World Cup star's number 10
shirt.

Napoli are chasing 23-year
old Francesco Dellannop of
Second Division Udinese.
al they face stiff compe-
tition m the rich northern
clubs for the talented mid-*
fielder.

The end of the Maradona
era also looked like the end of
coach Alberto Digon whose
contract runs out at the end of

“Napoli showed they know
how o react well even without
their best footballer.” said
Bigon. who guided Napoli to
their second league title last

Italy star Roberto Betiega said
after they dominated Sampdo-
ria but came fine
#oalkeeping by Pagh-
uca. and lost 2-0.

Napoli looked quite good.
They progressing. Italy's

ture looks clouded

Incoceiati insisted.

The team finishing seventh
in the I[tallan First Division
could qualify for next seasons’
UEFA Cup. Sixth-placed trio
Torino, Lazio and Parma are
three points ahead of Napoli
with even games remaining.

Brazilian midfielder Alemao
iIs expected to move on next
season bul Napoli want his
compatriot Careca to stay and
become the team’s new stan-
dard bearer.

‘I came .to Italy and to

Napoli above all to play with

Maradona and for this reason
turmmed down other contracts,”
Careca said.

Together with Diego ['ve
won so much and it certainly
won't be the same playing
without him beside me. But |
have a contract with Napel
and 11l respect it to the end,
he added. =

The Brazilian World Cup
star said Maradona's successor
could come from within the
chub.

Watch out for Zola. Glan-
franco is growing up [rom
match to match and since be-
coming a first team player he
scems to have found greater
responsibility.

“He could be a for
Napoli's future,” Careca said.

Maradona twice this secason
handed 24-year-old Zola
Napolf's number 10 shirt,
:J;m the number nine him-

It will be difficult to wear
that shirt.” Zola refllected.

Star semis -

"Spinner Sajjad claimed
three Abahani wickets lor 34
runs while Jamal took two for
12 and Afzal took two for 17.
Mithu took one wicket for 18
runs.

In reply, Rising Star were
all out for 103 runs in 29.5
overs. .

A good spell of spin bowling
by Abahani's spinner quartet
Effe, skipper Rafique, Nadir-
shah and Tutul restricted Ris-
ing Star’'s score,

Effe was the wrecker-in-
chief taking five wickets for 25
runs while skipper Rafique
claimed there ll;r only four
nins.

Rafique got two maiden out
of his five overs. Titu took one
wicket for 34 runs and Nadir-
shah although failing 1o take
any wicket gave only 12 runs
off his 6 overs. '

Azam was the top scorer for
Rising witth 15 runs followed
by Pallab 13. Istiaque 13 and
Raza not out 12.

Dhaka Mohammedan face
Surjatarun in the quarter final
of the tournament tomorrow.

| Satkhira, Pabna win big

Not unlike in the
past. this year's
national cricket
.championship got
ofl to an inauspi-
cious start with
three walkovers in the six
matches scheduled for the
opening day at various venues
across the country yesterday.

Chandpur DSA fafled to turn
up for their Zone A match at
Pabna, giving former national
champions Faridpur a walk
into the next round.

In Zone B at Faridpur, Feni
failed to keep their appoint-
ment with Sunamganj. who
move on to the next phase,
which is the zonal semifinal.’
At Nilphamari, Bangladesh
railway failed to reach the
venue on time, giving a wal-
kover to Jessore DSA.

In the matches that were
held, Satkhira and Pabna regis-
tered impressive wins to make
their respective zonal semifi-

Sports Reporter
nals. '

At Jessore, Satkhira
crushed Bagerhat by nine
wickets in their Zone C tie.

Bagerhat batted first but
could muster only 93 runs in
42.3 overs with Rakhi making
12 and Sujon 11. Khokon was
the wrecker-in-chiel with a
haul of four wickets for 13
runs. David, two for ten, and
Raju with two for 14 lent him
able support.

In reply. Satkhira rattled off
the 94 runs needed for victory
for the loss of just one wicket
in a mere 23.2 overs with
Shampoo remaining 34 not
out. Azad made 21 while Lalu
was unbeaten on 20. The sole
Satkhira wicket to fall went
Sujon's way at a personal cost
of 11 runs.

Satkhira will play the win-
ners of Sunday's match be-
tween Khulna and Sirajganj on
April 10.

In the Zone E tie at

Ehe Daily Star 7

. Thakurgaon, Pabna beat Gai-

bandha by a massive 171 runs
to earn a zonal semifinal clash
against Nilphamari on April 9.
Nilphamari received a 9first
round bye. :

Batting first. Pabna amassed
227 for nine wickets in their
40 overs. In reply, Gaibandha
were skittled out for a paltry
96 in only 19.3 overs. .

The result of the Zone F
clash between Manikganj and
Sherpur at Joypurhat was not
available at the time of going o
press.

fortynine teams are taking

part in this year's competition,

organised by the esh
Cricket Control Board. The
winners of the six zonal cham-
pionships will meet the four
semifinalists of last year -
Dhaka University, Narayanganj.
Chittagong and Bangladesh
Biman in the final round, to be
held after the Eid.

Meshki

HILTON HEAD,
South Carolina,
Apr 5: A listless
-and error-prone
Jennifer Capriati
suffered one of
the carliest defeats of her bud-
ding carcer when she fell to
Sovict Leila Meshki 3-6, 6-3,_
6-3 in the third round of the
500,000-dollar Family Circle
Cup tennis tournament on
Thursday, reports Reuter.

With her first victory over a
top-10 player, the ninth-
seeded Meshki earmed a quar-
ter-final meeting with third-
ranked defending champion
Martina Navratilova.

Top seed Navratilova ad-
vanced with a 6-3, 6-4 viclory

ovecr Petra Langrova of
Czechoslovakia.
Second seed Gabriela

Sabatini of Argentina also
moved up beating Canadian
Helen Kelesi. Sabatini will next

upsets Capriati

[ace seventh-seeded
Czechoslovak Helena Sukova,

6-4, 6-0 congqueror of
Argentine Mercedes Paz.
Capriati, who turned 15-

years-old last week appeared
to recover from a shaky 0-3
start when she reeled ofl six
successive games to take the
opening set.

But the 10th ranked
American began making un-
charactcristic errors in the
second set and repeatedly
failed 10 take advantage of op-
portunities.

Meshki took control of the
‘bascline duel and levelled the
match on her fourth set point
when Capriati netted a back-
hand.

Capriati's backhand contin-
ucd to let her down in the
third set and she appeared
sluggish and reluctant to go for
winners as Meskhi built 3 5-2
lead.

The American teen sensa-
tion finally displayed some
fight as she produecd a trio of
mafich-saving winners to pull
to 5-3 before the 17th-ranked
Soviet served out the match in
the ninth game.

"I really didn’t go for it and

‘she was making everything.”

said Capriati.

"I got the feeling that |
didn't want to go for it.” she
continued. "May be | was
scared | was going to miss be-
cause | was making a lot of er-
rors. especially ofl the back-

hand.”

Foday's other quarter-finals

put third seed Arantxa
Sanchez Vicario of Spain
against unseeded Italiant

Federia  Bonsignori and fourth
sced Jana Novotna of
Czechoslovakia against eight
seed Natalia Zvereva of the
Soviet Union

hang ndures in HK

HONG KONG, Apr
5: Michael Chang
became the only
sced to reach the
quarter-finals of
the upset-filled
Hong Kong Open tennis tour-
nament when he struggled
past South Africa’s Christo van
Rensburg on Thursday, reports
Reuter.

The top-seeded American,
who has sparked unprece-
dented adulation amongst
teenaged Chinese fans here,
won a three-hour second

round marathon despite [eel- -

ing unwell.

Chang. the son of Taiwanese
emigrants, triumphed 7-5, 6-
7. 6-4 in a match which pro-
duced 11 breaks of serve in
the final two sets.

"l had a few problems (with
my health) but it did not
bother me all that much.” said
Chang, who is ranked 12th in
the world.

"I knew it would not be an
easy malch, you cannot take
anybody lightly. There is only
one sced left and thankliully
it's me. It's tough in tourna-
ments like this — that's-the
nature of the men’'s tour.”

Amos Mansdorfl of Israel
was the seventh of the eight
seeds to falter before the quar-
ter-final stage of the 234.000-
dollar Association of Tennis

Prolessionals (ATP)
ment.

Mansdorfl. seeded seventh
was ousted by Germany's
Alexandeér Mronz 6-7, 6-4. 6-2
in an entertaining encounter.

"He was seeded and was
obviously expected to win.”
said Mronz. ranked 33
below MansdorfT in the world.
"But the standards are getting
better all the time and the gap
is narroWwing noticeably.”

The shocks, including the
demiss of John McEnroe and
Germany's Davis Cups star

Michael Stich, continucd with

little-known Felix Barrientos ol
the Philippines defeating 1985

Wimbledon runner-up Kevin
Curren 1-6. 6-1, 7-5 in the
second round.

The 23-year-old Barrientos.
who perfected his game in the
United States, shocked
American Curren with his mo-
bility and tenacity.

“There are a lot of good
players coming up in this part
of the world. Given the right
training, exposure and oppor-
tunities they will do well.~
Curren said.

His [irst quarter-final place
in an ATP tour event gave
Barrientos the biggest pay day
of his career.

“The most | have ever wan
in a tournament before is
1,200 dollars,” said the 249th-

tourna-

rankced Barrientos, who is
guaraniced 6 850 dollars even
if he loses 1o Australia's Wally
Masur in the quarter-finals

Agassi advances

ORLANDO, Florida, Apr 5:
Top seeded Andre
eliminated Sweden's David
Engel 6-4, 6-4 Thursday night
as second-round play con-
cluded at the Prudential
Securities Tennis Classic, re-
ports AP,

"l won a lot of crucial points
tonight by coming intc net.”
Agassi said. "I dug out some
low volleys that would have
made Boris Becker proud. I'm
starting to understarrd the
logic of coming into the net.
but I'm still not really comfort-
able with it.”

Agassi's win paved the way
for an all-American quarterfi-
nal round, the first time that's
happened on the pro tour
since the Volvo pro indoor
tournament in April of 1987, a
span that includes 275 men's
professional events.

Defending champion Brad
Gilbert and MaliVai
Washington also advanced to
the quarterfinals.

The hard-serving Engel ex-
tended the points just enough
to keep Agassi’'s victory from
being routine.

PARIS, Apr 65:
Where Michel
Platini hides his
magic wand no-
one knows, but it
is becoming
increasingly difficult to believe
his denials of its existence.

How else can you explain
the way he was transformed a
mediocre French national
team, wallowing in lack of self-
esteem. into a confident,
thrusting outfit of world -beat-
ers?

All this in the space of little
more than two years and using,
give or lake a name or three,
the same players. reports
Reuter.

“This teagn may not have
the style and ue of
French national es but it
plays with its heart and its guts
and it wants to win,” Platini
said.

It is also in a state of grace,
doubtless induced by some
Platini spell, as shown by its
record in the last two years
played 156, won 12, drawn 3,
goals for 32, against 8.

With five wins out of five in
gualifying Group One of the
European championship, the
French already have one foot in
mhﬁ“ finals in Sweden.

marks e a

for a team whq::h hm
reach last year's World Cup fi-
nals because it could not
Cyprus back in October 1988,
a fateful match which saw
trainer Henri Michel fired and
succeeded in the seal by
Plauni.

“l have no magic wand.” he
said on sure exactly where we
are.” he said after his team's 5-
0 win over Albania in Paris last
Saturday. "But what | do know
is that to beat us you have to be
strong.”

The team's record is cer-
tainly more ive than its
play, which lacks the briliance
and improvisation of that mag-
nificent 1980s side in which
Platini the
supreme while his supporting
cast. Alain Giresse and Jean
Tigana, caressed the ball and
cajoled the opposition into
submission. -
But though they tend nei-
ther to dominate nor delight,
they do just keep on winning.
in the past two seasons. five
teams which reached the
Waorld Cup finals have played
France and all have lost, in-
cluding world champions West
Germany .

"My team is getting better,”
Platini said. "We took 10 points
out of 10 n .the qualfiers and it
would be difficult 10 do better.
But there's still a lot of hard
work to deo.” _

As a player, the magic in
Platini's feet was obvious to all.
As national selector his official

player reigned.

“They have learned one ba-
sic thing.” Platini said. "The
French team is not the federa-
tion's nor mine. . this

is 1

MICHEL PLATINI
French team is theirs. It be-

Plerre Papin, regarded as one
of the best strikers in Europe
many would say the best
France have no real stars.
Platini has atmed to form a
tightly-knit squad and he has
been repald with the emer-
gence several of his rela-
tively unknown proteges as ac
complished internationals.
Midfielder Franck Sauzee,

| Platini — a wizard without a wand

who grows in stature with each
game and who cracked home
two direct free kicks Plating-
stylc against the Albanians, is
the symbol of the new French
team with his all-out commit-
ment and hunger for success.
"When he leams to pace
himsell and not to do every-
thing at 200 kph, he will be
something clse.” Platini said

admiringly.
Under Platini's benevolent
umbrella, keeper Bruneo

Martini has developed into one
of Europe’s best while Laurent
Blanc has blossomed as a classy
sweeper and Basile Boli has
become a stopper few strikes
would willingly engage in bat-
tle on a dark night at the Parc
Des Princes.

Oldtimers from the Platini
plaving cra. skipper Manuel
Amoros and Luis Fernandez
add that vital sprinkling of ex-
perience to the Frnech squad.

But Platini's master stroke
was the recall of enfant terr
ble Eric Cantona as Papin's
striking partner. Suspended
for a year after crudely msult-
ing Michel. Platini brought
him back and nurtured him



