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The first sesston of the Filth
Jatlya Sangsad began here
Friduy morning at 9-07 with
the ouigoing Speaker, Mr.
Shamsul Huda Chowdhury. in
the chair, reports OSS.

The day's proceedings be-
gan with recftation from the
holy Quran

As soon as recilation was
over. some members from the
Opposition Bench stood up and
wanted o draw the attention
of the chair on a point of
order. But the Speaker said

there could be no point of
_ order before he reads out the
ofder of the day.

Moniral Hugq Chowdhury of
Jatiya Party. eiting Article 172
of the Rules of Procedure,
pointed at the vacant seats al-
located to their party mem-
bers. They later staged a walk-
outl apparently protesting
aganinst the absence ol their
party leaders.

Speaker’'s name
proposed

At this point Treasun
Bench member and Minister ol
State for Labour -and
Manpower, Darrister Rafliqgul
Islam Meah, proposed 1he
names of Abdur Rahman
Biswas and Sheikh Razzaq Ail
as Speaker and Depuly
Speaker respectively, which
was scoonded by Abdul Matin
Chowdhury.

The Speaker old Barrister
Rafigul Islam thal two names
could not be proposcd sinml
tancously. At this, Barrister
Rafiq proposed the nanw ef
Abdur Rahman Biswas (I3NP-
Bakerganj) for the Speaker.
His proposal was scconded by
Abdul Matin Chowdhury.

Sheikh Faziul Karim Selim
— frem the opposition Awami
League Bench, drew atlention
ol the chair and said after the
Speaker had waken his seatl no
outsider could remain inside.
He was indicating the pres-
ence of the large number of
photographers in the well of
the HHouse.

Tolael Ahmed [(AlL) . also
tried to draw the attention of
the Speaker 1o his proposal for
a new Speaker.

Before the Speaker could
reply 1o his queries, Lhe leader
of the House and Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
proposed that the Housce be
adjourned for 30 minutes for
discussion.

The Speaker adjourned the
House lor 20 minuies.

As the House rc-assembled
aller 20 minutes of adjourn-
ment, the Leader ol the
Opposition Sheikh lasina re
guesied the Speaker 1w allow
o proposc the namos of the
new Spoaker and the Depuiy
Speakor

Tofael Ahmed

lolael Ahmed (AL) pro-
poscd the name of Salahuddin
Yusul as the Speaker which
was supported by Habibur
Rahman. Habibur Rahman pro-
pused the name ol
Asaduzzaman as the Deputy
Speaker and Jobed Al sec-
onded.

The Speaker said he had
reccived the Treasury Bench
proposal for Abdur Ralhman
Biswas as the Speaker at 7-30
am while that of Salahuddin
Yusul st 7-55 and as such he
waunted w put the first pro

o volce vole.

Alter the wvoting., the
Spepker sald “it secms that
‘yes' has won the vole.”

The Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina im-
medialcly demanded a division
on the issuc.

The S r drew attention
of the Leader of the House,
Begum Khaleda Zia who said if

the Opposition withdraw their
proposal then there would be
no problem in selecting the
Speaker and the Depuly

Baksal
Ahmed, JSD Chicl (Siraj)

Shahjahan Siraj and Workers
Parly leader Rashed Khan
Menon also deliberated on the
jssue and called for resolving it
through discussions and un-
derstanding.

BNP leader Prol Badruddoza
Chowdhury requested the
Speaker to adjourn the House
for 10 minutes. The Speaker
acted accordingly.

National Democratic Parly
lcader Salahuddin Quader
Clwwdhury said all were trying
to maintain the tradition of the
Jatiya Sangsad by electing the
Speaker and the Depuly

Speaker unanimously.

Badruddoza
Chowdhury

Taking the floor. Education

Minister. Prol. Badruddoza -

Clhowdhury sald we have the
iradition to eleet the Speaker
ol the House unanimously. e
sitfd the treasury bench wanted
time for reaching an under-

standing in electing a new

Spcaker.

A1 this stage the Speaker
gave the floor to State Minister
lor Information Nurul Hoda. 10
propose the name of the
Deputy Speaker. Huda pro-
poscd the name of Sheikh
Razzak Ali (BNP) as Deputy
Spcaker which was secondced
by Barrister Rafiqul Islam
Meah (I3NP).

Azizur Rahman (Al) pro-
posed the name of
Asaduzzaman as Deputy
Speaker which was seconded
by Jobed Al (AL).

Taking the floor on a point
of order, Mr. Tolael Ahmed re-
lerred 1o Rule 8 [4) of the
Rules of Procedure and said
the motion for electing the
Deputy Speaker should come
alter the clection of the
Speaker.

The Speaker, however, pul
the propesal for the election of
the Speaker to vote,

After the voice vote, the
Spcaker announced election of
Abdur Rahman Biswas as the
new Speaker. R

The Leader of the
Opposition Sheikh Hasina 100k
the floor and demanded divi-
sfon. ciling Rule 8 (4) of the
Rules ol Procedure. All the
members belonging te the
Awami Leaguc at this stage
stood on their feet in support
to the demand of leader of the
Opposition. . '

The Speaker said I the
mcembers wanted he would put
the proposal to division. e
said division could be given
cven aller voler vole as per the
corwention of different parlia-
monts including the House of
Commnmns.

The Deputy Leader of the
Opposition, Abdus Samad Azad.
ook the floor and submitted o
the speaker that as an experi-
ence . Shamsul Huda
Chowdhury had earned a good
name. But he (Azad) failed 1o
understand why the speaker
was not allowing the house o
decide the clection issue of
the Speaker and Depuly
Speaker amicably .

The Speaker at this stage
requested the Leader of the
Opposition nol to presume

things.

Suranjit
Sengupta

The Ganotantree Party me-
mber Mr Suranjit Sen Gupta
sald that they had hoped 1o
maintain the tradition of the

»
\
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Leader of the Opposition and Awami League chief Sheikh Hasina and Deputy Leader Abdus Samad Azad, Sajeda

Chowdhury, Tofael Ahmed (in the front rew) and others rising on their feet in protest

their plea over election of the new Speaker.

housc by electing the Speaker
and the Deputy Speaker unan-
imously. He pointed out that in
the 1986 parliament, the Spe-
aker Shamsul Huda Chowdhury
was clected Speaker unanim-
ously. Suranjit pointed out that
when they had been suecessiul
in establishing democracy
through united movement in
the streets, why: they would
not '+be able to reach a
consensus in the election of
the speakers

The Leader of the Opposi-
ton at this stage again reiter-
ated her demand for a division.

The Leader of the House
Begum Khaleda Zia took the
floor and said for maintaining
the tradition of the house, she
woulld expect that the opposi-
ton would withdraw their
nominations for the Speaker
and the Deputy Speaker.

The Depuly Leader of the
Oppostition Abdus Samad said
such a move by the Leader of
the-House could have taken
carlier. Now there was no
scope lor withdrawing the op-
position proposals. He said,
adding. however the
could be settled through dis-
cussions. He requesied the

issuc

chair to ﬂdjuﬂrntd the house
for some time.

Mahiuddin
. Ahmed

Baksal leader Mohiuddin
Ahmed said they had assem-
bled in the house in the back-
drop of a bloody struggle and
were pledge-bound to establish
democracy. He referred to his
involvement in parliamentary
politics sinee 1954 and said he
had never seen such a prece-

dence of election of a speaker

through division. He said still
there was time to reach a con-
sensus. If we elect a speaker
through division, he (spcaker)
would always remain contro-
versial. Tofael Ahmed said if
the house wanted to reach a
conscnsus regarding the clee
tion ol the Spcaker and the
Deputy Speaker. the proceed-
Ings involving the volce vote
should be expunged

The Workers Party mem
ber. Rashed Khan Menon. ook
the floor and submitted to the
chair to adjourn the house for
five minutes allowing them to
reach consensus on the issue

The BNP leader and Educa-

i

the Opposition Sheikh Hasina hurled a caustic remark
Chowdhury over the issue of election of new Speaker.

"the

tion Minister Prol. Badruddoza
Chowdhury ook the floor and
sald enough discussions were
held on the issue.

The Speaker then ad-
journed the house for 10 min-
utes,

v As the House resumed its
sitting alter a briel recess,
Speaker Shamsul Huda Chow-
dhury wanted to know from
Leader of the House
whether any understanding
has been reached between the
ruling and the opposition par-
tics on the choice of the new
Spcaker and the Deputy
Speaker.

Al this stage Education
Minister Prol. Badruddoza Cho-
wdhury requested the chair to
give some more time saying
that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition has not yet returned to
the house. After sometime
Leader of the House Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
wont oul ol the house only 0
return within a few minutes.

Therealier. Speaker Sham-
stil Huda Chowdhury urged the
members supporting the can-
didature of Biswas for the ol-
flee ol speaker to stand up.
Moembers belonging to [INDB,
Jamaal e-Islami. Rashed Khan
Menon ol Workers ['arty,
Salabuddin Quader Chowdliiry
ol National Demoeralic Party,

against refusal of the chair to admit

Shahjahan Siraj of JSD (S). and
Independent members Nurul
Islam Moni, Major (rtd).
llalizuddin Ahmed and Re-
dowan Ahmed, supportied the
candidature ofl A. R. Biswas.

Members belonging to
Jattya Party, Suranjit Sen of
Ganotantree Party and Maulana
Obaidul Huq of Islami Oikkya
Jole abstained from voling for

the eclection of both the
Speaker and the Deputy
Speaker.

Biswas got 187 voles in his
lavour. 97 votes of the MPs ol
Awami League and its allies
went against him. Speaker
Shamsul Huda Chowdhury de-
clared Biswas elected as the
New Speaker of the Fifth Par-
llament. Sheikh Razzak Ali was
elected Deputy Speaker in the
same process securing [87
votes. Here again 97 voles of
the MPs of Awami League MPs
and its allies went against him.
Sheikh Razzak Ali gol the sup-
port of all the MPs Who
backed the candidature of
Biswas for the office of the
Spcaker.

Speaker Shamsul Huda
Chowdhury congratulated the
new spcaker and expressing
his greetings to all. He said
‘with your beginning my ‘end
comes” and adjourned the
house for 20 minutes,

You're still here?” Hasina was seen telling Sa

in a hearty laughter.

e

The Speaker asked minis-
ter for Law and Justice Mirza
Golam Hafiz to table 44 ordi-
nances promulgated between
the two sessions.

Leader of Jamaat-e-lslami
Parliamentary Party proposed
that the house by adjourned for
Jumma prayer.

Awami League's Tolacl
Ahmed taking the floor said
since the present parliament
was formed following sacrifices
of hundred of martyrs. it was
expected that the house would
show due respect to their
memory. He demanded that
one minute silence be ob-
served to show respect to the
martyrs who laid down their
lives for the restoration of
democracy.

Leader of the House [3egum
Khaleda Zia stood up and said
it was Lime for Jumma prayer
and demanded that the house
be adjourned for the purpose,

The r Abdur Rahman
Biswas adjourned the housc at
12-40 for the prayer and said

it would resume its session al

Jp.m

As the house resumed its
sitting at 3.08 pm alter the
break for Jumma prayer with
the speaker, Abdur Rahman
Biswas, in the chair the Na-
tional Democratic Party Mem-
ber Salahuddin Kader Chowd -
hury took the floor on a point
ol order.

Chowdhury said the Acting
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed could not address the
house under constitutional
provisions since he was not an
clected President and as such
he could not enjoy this privi-
lcge provided in the constitu-
tion.

. He, however, recorded ap-
preciation for the Acting
President for his role in help-
ing the nation by taking over
the iInterim governmenlt as
well holding the elections in a
free and lair atmosphere.

At this stage, the Spcaker
intervened and said that he
had got Chowdhury's pointL

Suranjit Sen Gupta said the
present Sangsad was the prod-
uct of a mass movement and
suggested that a bill should be
brought to the house for re-
moving discrepancics, il any.
as mentioned by Salahuddin
Kader Chowdhury. The lcader
of the house that a bill o this
clicet would be introduced in
the housc.

But Awami Mecmber
Sudhangsu Shekhar l[laldar
said the Acting President Jus-
tice Shahabuddin Ahmed was
thc President ol the country
under constitutional provi-
sions,

"We have legalised cvery-
thing since the change over of
Dccember 6 last year™, Halder
said there was no (no) consti-
tutional bar to the Acting Pres-
ident addressing the housc,

The Jatiya Party Members
rose on their feet to draw the
altention of the Speakcr bult
nolhing was audible.

The Speaker said Sud-
hangsu Shckhar Haldar had
clearly reluted the point
raised by Salahuddin Kader
Chowdhury and invited the
Acting President to enter the
house to address it. As the
Acting President entered into
the house to the tune of bugle,
members ol both the Treasury
and Opposition DBenches
greeted him by thumping ta-
bles. The Jatiya Party mem-
bers, however, staged a walk
(il

Alter the National anthem,
the Acting President began his
inaugural address.

Alter President's 30-mimate
address, the Speaker ad-
journcd the house at 4 p.m. to
resume al 11 am on April 7
(Sunday).

s into session

Obituary
reference

Specaker Abdur Rahman
Biswas Friday read out the list
of 26 Parliamentarians, politi-
cians, artistes litterateurs and
educationists who had
between the last session of the

Parliament and today, reports
BSS.

Biswas read out the obituary
references after assu the
chair following his ocath as the
newly elected Speaker. He also
mentioned the names of three
prominent leaders in Muslim

countries

The n‘:rll:uary reference in-
cluded the names of 105 per-
sons who had been killed dur-
ing the movement against au-
tocracy.

The names of
Parliamentarians, politicians
and educationists are as fol-
lows:

Syed Abdus Sultan MNA,
Habibur Rahman Bhandari,
MNA, S lbrahim, MNA, A K
Latifur Rahman Chowdhury,
MP, Abul Mansoor Ahmed, MP,
Ashraful Islam, MP,
Nizamuddin Ahmed, MP, Abdul
Ghafur Chowdhury, MP,
Munshi Abdul Ali, MP, Abdus
Sattar Master, MP, Abdul Aziz
Khan, MCA, Principal Abul
Kashem, MPA, Serajul islam
Chowdhury, MPA, MD Jainul
Abedin, MPA, Veteran politi-
cian Moni Singh. MRS, Benita
Roy, Member of President's
Council of Advisers, Justice
Mohammad Sohrab Al
Eminent Painter Quamrul
ilasan., renowned litterateur
Anis Chowdhury. renowned
exponent of vocal song Mamilaz
Ali Khan, renowned composer
Nazrul.lslam Babu, renowned
industrialist A K Khan.
Naimuddin Ahmed. MPA,
renowned journalist Abdullah
Al-Sagir. renowned litterateur
and Director Shishu Academy,
Begum Zubeda Khanam and Al-
Haj Ahmed Ali Khan, MPA.

The three prominent per-
sonalities ol the Muslim werld
whose names were mentioned
are: Malaysia's first Prime
Minister Tunku Abdur
Rahman. Vice-President and
Prime Minister of UAE Sheikh
Rashid Bin Sayeed Al-Maktum
and the former Secretary
General of OIC, Habib Chatti.

Several opposition mem-
bers raised questions regard-
ing the list and asked that all
those killed during the anti-au-
tocracy movement be inchaded.
Munajat was offered for the
peace of the departed souls.

Farewell to
Shamsul Huda
Chowdhury

The newly-elected Parlia-
ment members on Friday bade
farewell to outgoing er
Shamsul Huda Chn'n:lhil:;a:fm
presided over the inaugural
session which clected the new
Speaker and Deputy Speaker.
reports UNB.

. As he re the of-
fice of the Speaker he was
holding since 1986. Chowd-
hury wished the success of
members ol new parllament
and left the house saying
"Khuda Halez.”

Talking to newsmen at his
Sangsad Bhaban chambcr, the
outgoing speaker. apparently
in a jovial mood said. "1 feel
fine”.

He expréssed the hope that
the new parliament would
work for the welfare ol the
pcople. "We betray the pesple
but they never betray us™. he
remarked.

lahuddin Quader Chowdhury in recess. Chowdhury's reply was drowned



