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A K Khan's death |
condoled

The Finance and Planning
Minister Md Saifur Rahman
Thursday expressed his pro-
found grief on hearing the
death of A K Khan, a renowned
industrialist and former For-
cign Minister of the country on
his arrival at the Zia Interna-
tional Airport after attending
the ESCAP session in Seoul,
reports BSS.

In a condolence message,
the Minister recalled the con-
tribution of Khan in develop--
ment of industrial en-
trepreneurship and ion ~ - e F =
of trade and commerce in the . e ' 9 g ! W
country. The Minister men- i i v F ' Sl 3 o
tioned his close association
and relation with A K Khan,

T el s : Programme

Students of Bhola District
now residing in Dhaka will ac-
cord a reception to DUCSU
Assistant General Secretary
Nazimuddin Alam at Jatiya
Press Club auditorium tomor-
row at 4 pm.

Education Minister
Professor AQM Badruddoza
Chowdhury will be the chief
guest while State Minister for
Education Principal Md.Yunus
Khan will be the special guest.
Bangladesh Federal Union of
Journalists (BFUJ) President
Reazuddin Ahmed and Jatiya
Press Club President
Mozammel Huq will speak.
Emincnt journalist Gias Kamal
Chowdhury will preside over
the [unction.

—— Dhaka Day by Day
One for All and All for One

by Fayza Haq
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Visitors at the six artists ghow.

It was not the three Muskeeteers but six
young enthusiastic artists of the Institute of
Arts and Crafts who had banded together to
have an expose at the gallery of the Institute.
They Were good friends for years and were
soon to paft, to go their different ways. They
decided to have a display with about four to

munp each to be included in the ex-

With the Bohemian life that art students
lead at present, they were unable to gather the

lineating how people had progressed from the

throne to the nt. The untidy greenish
border on two sides of the metal collage ex-
pressed the idea that the people who rule, no
matter at what time, remain selfish and self-
sceking, despite all their well-meaning
promises and declarations.

Hlis tapestry was a world away from politics Following is English ren-
and the fever and fret of the masses. The work | dering of the inaugural address
took the artist 26 days to complete and was | of Acting President Justice
splendid in presetting a modern yet idyllic | Shahabuddin Ahmed at the

L

COMMON ANTI-AUTOCRACY STRUGGLE BRING THEM TOGETHER—Tofael Ahmed of the Awami League (from
left), Shamsuddoha of Communist Party, Moulana Matiur Rahman Nizami of the Jamaat-e-Islami and Abdul Matin
Choudhury of BNP are all smiles over a lighter issue.

funds for even a brochure. The scene from the Bangladeshi villages. His | fifth Bangladesh Jatiya Sangsad E . ' |
was free of . as every student is "Ruposhi Bangla” was yet another cunning pa- | on April 5, 1991: Text of Actin g President's Speech
entitled to a display once in his career without per collage with a woman in mind. b
any cost. But unlike the display centres at Al- The "Untitled” etching "I" by Nazir Ahmed, | Bismillahir Rahmanir
Mance Francaise, Goethe Institute and even the 26, born in Dhaka, was again, inspired by the | Rahim s
British Council. somehow this gallery does not recent political movements in December. The ew -e ec S e u c
draw the crowd that can shell out the neces- faces of the tense men were shown in greys, | Hon'ble Speaker,
sary money to buy the prints and canvas. blacks and whites. It took the artist six week E
Friends aintances and colleagues of the to complete his work. His "Untitled I1I" had | Assalamu Alaikum.

May | congratulate you and,
through you, the distinguished
newly elected Members of the

Jatiya Sangsad on the auspi-
cious occasion of the inaugural

economical and social problems of the people
of Bangladesh blended into the political tur-
moil. “"We cannot run away from the pain and
suffering of other people”. the artist com-
mented. Pinks and browns made the etching

painters crowded the place but they were
merely well intentioned art enthusiasts and
admirers, They barely had enough for their
fairly presentable clothes and the rickshawfare ,
for the trip to the Institute.

representatives : Shahabuddin

and full respect for interna-
tional laws and the UN Char-

against the loan is Tk. 5 billion
now. Under the circum-

[urther escalate because of
these all. That means, the en-

it is 400 dollars in India and
450 in

In order to simply go about hanginging their
works and finishing their pieces they spent
from Tk 1,500 to Tk 10,000 each, depending
on the media of the work. Some like S M.
Mahmudur Rahman got away with Tk 2000
only. The sale due to the choice of the venue

even more delightful to view.

The

pastel work of Sardar Aziz Ahmed

showed protracts of women. But they were
twisted beyond any recognition and a had no

intention to bring

in themes of love or beauty

"Bipanna” had similarly the problems o'fr
mankind around us shown with apt lines and

session of the Fifth Pariament.
Four more Parliaments came
into being earlier. But this Par-
llament {s markedly different
from the previous ones. The
election of this year was an
historic event which will

Pakistan. The per
capita income in advanced
countries ranges between 15
to 20 thousand dollars. Our
balance of trade is always ad-
verse. Import is approximately
three times larger than our

tire money for the projected
expenditure of Tk. 56 billion of
the development budget would
have to come as foreign aid.
The lowest revenue income
was from excise duty and land

stances, expenditure will have
to be reduced and austerity
practised in all sectors to help
save the country and the na-
tion. Unproductive expenses
and import of luxury items

ter. We have although main-
tained [riendly relations with
neighbouring countries. Simul-
taneously, we have played an
active role in vartous interna-
tional fora like the Common-

“.Huchruf the works could have been tm- muted colours. "Cage” had the concept of peo- | doubtless remain ever memo- S*POr' L“ value. The average l‘;‘::f““*l The lf""d ‘Iﬂ"ﬂd“‘-;r hﬂ:-‘-" need to be stopped totally. Al wealth, SAARC. OIC and the
proved 4alk _ : d _ import bill is Tk. 120 billion. n renamed as land devel- ministries, organisations, of- Non-aligned Movement. We
s 8 the cast of Thccmmnion. ple pent by il sislaved in; theie socip! EaRE. L Slaction R Against it, we earn about Tk. opment tax. The quantum of lices and cstablishments were  have scrupulously observed all

oil. But where there were experimental work
in etching and collage. on metal or tapestry,
the effort was admirable, and considerable
thought had gone behind each display

Again one could not be harsh with one's

nt on the artists as they were all under
thirty and had yet 1o experiment, learn and
gather more experience and expertise. While
the teacher of the print making department
was lauded by the artist Nazir Ahmed Shami-
ran, the oil painter could not say the same of
his instructor. .

- Without a sponsor and without even ade-
quate guidance from the teachers the six
aspiring artists had put up a show that was
creditable not only for its thought contents, as
all or most artists feel and think more deeply
than the average man on the street-such as a
businessman or a computer mechanic. Thetr
techniques and styles too were more than
passingly good.

Pradyut Das. 24. a Ist year M A student.
born in Narasingdi. had as intcresting symbolic
creation in "Time Past”. There was a clock and
a dropping of ancient coins, which the artist
had gathered from the villages, and thepe
dated back to the Mutiny days His “Times and
Situation” was another symbolic creation de-

economic surroundings. |
The landscapes and still life of Mohammed

Ali, 30, were very Euro

and Impressionis-

tic in approach. One could only hope that he
wﬂngm more maturity with time.

re were many more interesting entrees
by S.M. Mahmudur Rahman, 30. born in Dhaka.
His "Goontana” and "Fishing” had Zainul Abe-
din's themes and styles in mind. The colours
were fresh and the line strokes had subtlety,

His "Mooshahib” had the subje

ct of the Pak-

istan Army being flattered by some the of the
gutless people of Bangladesh. The subject was
done with clever blue and white oil strokes.
Shamiran Chowdhury-not less involved than
the rest — the artist who had the time to actu-
ally show me around, had abstract subjects like
"Dream” and "Alone” which he brought to life
in the form of portraits of seductive women.
He also had a number of portraits of women

whose [aces were destroyed by acid. To

get the

eliect of the acid on the face he actually burnt

the canvas and oil in

places.

With a little more dedication. support from
the part of patrons and help from the teachers
and senjor artists, these young artists should
be able to carve out a name for themselves, or
at least earn an adequate living if not more.

pletely free, [air and neutral. It
was so because it was held un-
der a neutral Government.
This election drew attention of
the whole world. Pollwatchers
from various countries ob
served this election on thc
spot. The Coemmonwealth
Group, the British Parliamen-
tary Group, the E E C Group,
the Japanese Group. the
SAARC Group and the team of
clection observers of the Na-
tional Democratic Institute of
the United States were unani-
mous that this election whas
held in such a free, fair and
peaceful manner that it would
remain an example for other
countries. The opinion at
home and abroad was that in
the last twenty years of our
history this election was in-
deed free and neutral. That's
why the newly elected Mem-
bers of Parliament are public
representatives in the truest
sense of the term. The people
are the source of all powers

45 billion through export. The
situation calls for restricting
import to only items used in
industries and avoiding the
import of luxury goods.

4. Only 3.5 per cent of our
national income. in other
words, G D P, is saved and 10
per cent of the national in-
come is invested. Whereas, the
rate of national savings and
that of investment in the
neighbouring countries are
three to four times larger than
ours. Consequently, our devel-
opment budget is fully depen-
dent on foreign aid. The bud
get made in each financial year
has two parts: the revenue
budget and the development
budget. The projected earning
in the last year's revenue bud-
get was Tk. 79 billion against
an estimated expenditure of
Tk. 69 billion. A revenue sur-
plus of Tk. 10 billion was ex-
pected to be available to the
development budget. That was

agricultural loan has reached
Tk. 55 billion. Not even 10 per
ccnt of whatever money was
pumped out from the nation-
alised banks as industrial loan
can be recovered. Many per-
sons receive industrial loans
[rom the industrial bank, the
Invesiment Corporation and
other state-owned financial in-
stitutions in different names
But they have neither set up
industries nor are repaying the
industrial loan. The grand total
ol outstanding industrial loans
stand at Tk. 100 billion. In the
event of our failure to realise
this outstanding loan, the im-
plementation of our develop-
ment programmes. which is
dependent on foreign aid, may
come to a halt.

6. As many as four Five-Year
Plans were adopted since in-
dependence. The implementa-
tion of the latest one. which is
the fourth Five-Year Plan. be
gan in June last. Not a single
Five-Year Plan attained its tar-

directed at the beginning of
the flinaneial year to reduce
expenses by 10 per cent. All
but one or two have defled the
instruction. Smuggling, which
now takes place through land,
sea and air routes, needs to be
checked with firm hands. Our
textile mills face closure as a
result of the local market be-
ing flooded with smuggled
textiles. True, emphasis has
been laid on the private sector
invoelvement in industrialisa-
tion. but the pace of industrial-
isation has not been up to the
mark. I intend to draw the at-
tention of the elected repre-
sentatives and the new Gov-
ernment to these facts in the
hope that it will keep you away
from possible blunders and en-
able you to save and install the
country and the nation in a
dignified and honourable posi-
tion.

7. Our international rela-
tions is based on the basic
principle of friendship to all

the resolutions adopted by the
Security Council on the Iraqi
occupation of Kuwait.

Hon'ble Speaker,

8. The students and the
lawyers first began the move-
ment ol the last nine years for
restoring democracy on un-
seating the au . And sub-
sequently people of all walks of
life joined them. Many people,
particularly students, laid
down their lives in this strug-
gle. The memory of thesc mar-
tyrs will be recalled for cver in
the national history of our
democracy-loving people. The
lormer Government had to r
linquish power at the conclu-
sive phase of this movement

9. | was called upon not 10
occupy the seat of the PPresi-
dent on December 6. last year
— soon | discovered that | was
invited to sit on a heap of
powder-keg which could ex-
plode any time. The former
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