arrhoea affected children as

well as for 32 other pro-
grammes undertaken by
UNICEF for the development
of children.

The idea of us ti
cards for fund r:.litﬁ';“w::
adopted in 1949 when Jitka

HIS collection of 22 art-
I cles based on the actual
experiences of field wor-
kers in the course of their
development projects is a
"must” for all who have any-
thing to do with the subject
We may describe the United
Nations Velunteer (UNV) pro-
gramme as a global eounter-
part of the American Peace
Corps concept, which started
by the late President J. F.

Kennedy, grew to inspiring
proportions. Under the aus-

pices of the UNV programme,
the mandate was n in 1979
to implement strengthen
the Asia-Pacific countries’' Do-
mestic Development Services.
The intriguing title is how a
volunteer perceives herselfl/
himself to be a catalyst who
starts a chain of changes
(hopefully) for the better.

As we travel through the
Asian countries of India, Nepal,
Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, we are
able to witness firsthand ex-
periences of volunteers from
the region tell their versions of
development at grassroot
levels, that is in the country-
side. A large number of the
projects deal with the funda-
mental necessities of life
(which the city dweller take
for granted) that are still lack-
ing in the Astan villages. For
example, basic hygiene such as
latrine facilities and clean
drinking water are concepts
not considered to be of life and
death importance to some ru-
ral folk — probably due to
large-scale illiteracy. In some
places. clinics and schools are
non-existent So the volunteers
(with the help of local officials)
organized a hospital on wheels
to reach the remote villages.
Yet in others, villagers have
very little visible sources of in-
come, hence the wvolunteer
tries to supplement them by
using his/her imagination to
make maximum use of available
raw malterials to produce in-

come-generating projects. |
In most cases, living condi-

tions are rudimentary (usually

a room in the home of the vil-

lage chief); the local

is a formidable barrier (English

The Life-saving Cards

Samkova, a seven-year-old
Czech ntt
help it had her war rav-
village following the
War Il. This painting of
hers became the first UNICEF
card.

UNICEF first organised as a
reliel agency in 1946 to pro-
vide urgent supplies to chil-
dren in war-torn Europe, de-
cided to print Jitka's jovful de-
sign in 1949 as its official hol-

iday greeting card.

The next year the UNICEF
greeting card operation was
established and two more
cards were printed and sold.
From then. the idea of selling
greeting cards to help pro-
mote the work of UNICEF got
headway,

The greeting card pro-
gramme got momentum as its

gave a painting to
UNICEF in gratitute for the

b:.'r Inam Ahmed

sale since 19560 reached 400
million dollars. With this
money, UNICEF can fund fts
programmes in Bangladesh for
more than ten years.

These cards have also been
sold widely in Bangladesh. In

The Volunteer as

being unheard of except for a
very few): the food very differ-

en

used to; and the customs quite
alien. Yet, there has been no
lack of suitable candidates for

a Catalyst

LIKE A SPOON IN A GLASS OF MILK WITH SUGAR.
Produced by the United Nations Development Programme and
the UN Volunteer Programme, Asian Region. Available from
UNDP/UNYV office, Wisma UN, Damsnsara Heights. Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia and other UNDP offices on request.

Reviewed by Nancy Wong

BOOK REWVIESGWY

the available posts in the DDS

more than 400 volunteers sig-
ned up and dispersed thr-

t from what one has been

gion. Most of this sturdy band

programme. During the 1980s

oughout the Asia-Pacific re-

A session in family planning education — one of many
projectsthe UN agencies are involved in.

1990, about 70.000 cards
were sold. About 30 thousand

US dollar was collected from
the sale. But the amount is still
small compared with the sales
in other countries. In Pakistan,
over four lakhs cards were sold
during the same col-
lecting about 1.7 dollar.
India recorded sale of four

mijlion copies.

was nt
on basic services nhlﬁ:ﬂn
and mothers, maternal and
child health care, clean water
supply. improved nutrition,
education and social services.
Over the years UNICEF have
assisted ments to estab-
lish multifaceted projects of
long range benefits to chil-
dren. This assistance is pro-
vided in the form of planning
of services for children, sup-
plies and equipment for these

of unruffled field workers have
had experience in grassroots
development in their own
countries, who wish to widen
their horizons tn the area of
their choice in a foreign land.

Whatever the expertise
needed, be it the starting up of
a duckery. digging of a fish
pond, initiating a pre-nursery
school or teaching vegetable
gardening, the field workers
are ready and willihg to apply
their considerable skills at it.
Very often the "settling in”
stage is filled with ortentation
problems and frustrations aris-
ing from a change in environ-
ment, but this period often
does not last long as the young
people are made of stern stulff,
fired with a vision of neigh-
bourly aid across the Asian
continent. Moreover, the local
people appreciate their help
and are eager to co-operate, All
too soon, the two-year contract
(renewable on occasion)
flashes by and the volunteer
has,to return "with a tear in
the eye” for the deep friend-
ships formed and rich memo-
ries of the help he has given in
changing lives for the better.
Incidentally, quite a number
remain in the development
arena upon returning to their
respective countries. Some
agencies in the United Nations
have been criticized in the last
decade for a variety of reasons,
with some developed countries
leaving the ranks of UNESCO
and ILO, but few critics would
dream of urging the scrapping
or diminishment of something
as useful and as the
Domestic Development Service
programme,

"Like a Spoon In a Glass of
Milk with Sugar” is a valuable
handbook for all involved in
work at the grassroots level.
However, one would. have
wished for some editing of the
various mono hs, to make
the flow of ideas and narration
smoother and more readable.

The reviewer is a Singa-
porean free lance writer who
currently lives in Dhaka with
her Bangladeshi husband.

agat. Bullets in the mail, "Your
days are numbered”
pamphlets, potshots and

threatening phone calls are all
frequent. |

Once, when the threats be-
came too hot, Cadagat and his

City on the central island of

Neming has quite matched
the Christmas "gift” Cadagat
received in December. He was
immediately suspicious of the

bulky pe t arrived by
special delivery from a private
mail firm and was put on his
desk. :

"I thought it was a bomb at
first.” recalls t, a corre-
spondent for {international
news .gﬂ“ and a key offi-
cial in Union of Journalists
of the Philippines. It turned
out to be a cardboard minia-
ture coffin.

He says: "I'm used to
threats, I've had .45 and .38
calibre bullets sent to me. in
the post. But this is the first

time I've received a coffin, the
international symbol of death’”

Ironically, it came just after
he had returned from a Manila
conference of the Philippine
Movement for Press Freedom
(PMPF) where issues such as
the death of 27 journalists
since the Aquino government

tional daily Malaya.

news agency Kyodo
and the French news agency
AFP. '

' I:It believes the coffin-

&
i
FER

‘The Day They Sent
a Coffin to a
Journalist

'l am used to threats. 1
have had ‘45 and ‘38
calibre bullets sent to me
in the past. But this is the
first time I have received a
coffin.’

For three

years the Philipp

ines has topped

the world's list of killings of journalists. In 1990
seven died making a total of 27 since the

Aquino government took power.
R;Bssures on the press
t

commentators say the
are 'worse than durin
Journalists, reports

Media
Marcos dictatorship.

emini News Service, are

often threatened by the military, powerful
landowners and ambitious politicians because
of stories they dislike. by David Robie

pumnul" in his troubled Several weeks before the

province. Negros is one of the
militarised ces in

country. Fighting between
military and guerillas of
communist-led New Peo-
s Army has left thousands
people homeless. :

E

A

« the military

coffin was sent, says Cadagat,
tried to implicate
him and other journalists with
the rebel NPA: "Linking jour-
nalists and the underground is
a crude way of to de-
stroy their credibility and to

intimidate them into silence.”

The New York-based
Committee to Protect Journal-
ists (CPJ) and several other in- .
ternational media organisa-
tions have protested to Presi-
dent Aquino. |

An editorial in a recent is-
sue of the Philippine Human
Rights Update said the news
media in the country is now in
a worse state than under the
Marcos dictatorshig. In 14
years under Marcos, 32 jour-
nalists died.

The editorial added: "The
so-called 'democratic space'
enjoyed by the Philippine
press at the onset of the
Aquino presidency has become
a myth. Journalists are (being)
beaten and killed. The People's
access to the media and their
right to know is curtailed.”

The death toll of seven
journalists in the Philippines
last year topped the interna-
tional listing published the
CPJ. Twice before the Philip-
pines has also headed the list -
in 1987 (nine out of the world
total of 24) and 1988 (five out
of 24).

Under Aquino, many of the
killings have been political:
"The victims were vocal
against graft and corruption,
human rights abuses and illegal
gambling." Update said press
censorship was wield by
both government and media
owners in many ways. "They
clamp down on newspapers
and broadcast networks al-
legedly because of anti-gov-
emnment and anti-military pub-
Heity.”

"Self-censorship prevails in
the newsroom: m‘:;f'ﬂ“u“
reporting is a ., Writers
are told not to 'rock the boat' -
i.e., reports should not
'destabilise’ the government.”

Through its press depart-
ment, the Aquino government
has rejected any responsibility
for the media and ha-
rassment. It claims neutrality
on the issue of recognising re-
porters and broadcasters as
“non-combatants” - a universal
right ignored by military offi-

b

services, and furid to train the

personnel needed to work
with and for children.

The effect of UNICEF as-
sisted can be wit
nessed in with the
Expanded on Im-

gone as high as 80 per cent. In
fact, the EPl success story in
than

veloping countries. With
success of EPI, six r dis-
eases which claimed millons
of child lives nearly been
eradicated.

The UNICEF cards have
their other faces too. They are
indeed environmentally sound.
UNICEF uses recycled paper
for its cards. envelopes. card
boxes, mailing cartons and
other itemis. Card designs are
printed on recycled paper
whenever the artwork (s
adapted to this process. In an
age when forests are fast van-
ishing with the felling of trees
for paper making to furniture
making., the UNICEF recycled

vation

venlion
trepreneurship.

Film Industry

From page 9

cards can set an example for
economy and ecology conser-

The card designs are con-
tributed by artists and muse-
ums [rom all over the world.
An international art committee
reviews the artworks and rec-

and private en-

One suggestion advanced by

ommends the designs they
most suitable. Owver the years
more than 140 countries have

you send well-wishes 1o
friends, you can pick a UNICEF
greetings card and help the
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been represented in UNICEF
cards e

taken the of

porting artists hz
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rooms is not the only reason
middie-class viewers have
stopped seeing local films.
Poor quality films and the de-
teriorating and insecure atmo-
sphere in cinema halls often
with poor projection equip-
ment has also contributed to
the declining viewership. "We
have lost the class of viewers
who came to see movies ear-
lier." noted Subhas Dutta. a

renowned actor and direclor .

with long association with the
film industry.

What then is the way out of
the crisis facing the film in-
dustry? In what way can the
country start producing feature
fiilms 4n Bengali that the coun-
try would not be embarrassed
with?_

Some in the industry sug-
gest that the government
should intervene. But that
would interfere with the spirit
of the private sector. others
pointed out

However, since there is al-
ready a Film Development
Corporation one as well
assume that the government
already has a role*in the mak-
ing of our industry. May be this
role of FDC will have to be re-
cxamined and {if necessary
modified in order to strike a
balance between state inter-

a critic s that the FDC should
encourage short, inexpensive
experimental films to be pro-
duced and directed by young
enterprising producers, direc-
tors and actors. It is possible
that these experimental films,
cach one of no more than an
hour's duration, could establish
a direct linkage with our
highly resourceful theatre
world and develop new talents
for the industry.

A strong view prevails
within the film industry that
the Censor Board should play a
more positive role in helping
to raise the quality of our films.
The Board must be firm in
dealing with movies which rely
entirely on sex and violence

for its mass appeal. It must °

also play a similar role in en-
suring that Bangladeshi films
arc not based on copies of
films made in Bombay or Hol-
lywood.

In the final analysis, one ac-
ceptable formula is to set up a
committee composed of intel-
lectuals, writers, poets, jour-
nalists and representatives of
the industry to look into all the
problems and recommend ac-
ceptable solutions to the in-
dustry’'s problems.

This can only be a start on
the road to recovery for the

destitute children of UNICEF cards
Rangladesh Thercfore. this Eid. when
w s . if a mrwie h‘ well al Lhe
How Much box-office then # takes
cincgoers are staying away about six months on a first
from cinema halls in

droves. yet there remains a
good-sized captive market
in the country. Middle-class
viewers are said to have vir-
tually stopped seeing local
films because of the huge
influx of video cassettes
players in the living rooms
and the wide availability of
video cassettes, and also
because of the poor quall

local films and the genera

bad atmosphere prevailing

in the movie theaters.
But there are over 700 cinema

halls in the country with a

seating cr:r-city of over a
million and the film market
is eflectively a protected
one here. Any foreign film

about six to

which can directly compete :ﬂllt ":ﬂ::_.mﬂ hit
with locally produced rn:{'le relcased i:.IT‘:H
films—Indian films. for ex- which broke all Fm;

ample—are not allowed to
be screened in any cinema
hall of the country. Thus lo-
cal film-makers have a large
captive market in their
hands.

It is estimated that the gov-
emnment collects over Taka
50 crore as entertainment
and excise tax from the film
industry. It is also estimated
that over Two lakh people
are employed in the pro-
duction, distribution and
exhibition of films.

oul

huge amount o

produeing a ﬂhﬂ.mﬁ:r

amount of return on the

Lhey added.

when they are screened in

bled the investment in
eight months
on a first run basis, and
which we assume is the ac-

records at the box-office—
far exceeded that standard

of the industry, he pointed

When producers such
in

the

overriding factor is to make

a profit or at least get a fair
in-

vesiment, industry sources

noted. But quality of the
films suffers in the process,

ailing industry.

Dear Mita,

I have a problem. | married 4 years . a girl
from Khulna. But soon she began hating plrl:nt:-l;mﬂ'sn
and sisters. | separated with her from my ly. but without
solution. If I visit my mother she s into a fit. In small
matters, she becomes angry. and s me bad names. | have
no peace at home. The only solution | see is dissolving the

. But 1 am afraid about that because she has some
brothers who can harm me. Since the family law favours
women, they can manufacture a charge against me under
‘cruelty to women' and me in put me in trouble. Please ad-
vise t I can do.

Abdus Sobhan
Ibrahimpur, Dhaka.

Dear Mr. Sobhan,

The information
cient for me to

nicate something to you but is using
solving a marriage is the easy way
problematic work is both difficult challenging
also rewarding. I find it hard to believe that woman will so
easily agree to break a marriage in a culture where divorce or
seperation is still a taboo. I also disagree that family law
"favors” women. There are some laws that protect women in
cases of extreme cruelty. She cannot manufacture charges
and send you to prison without proof. Please try for a recon-
clliation and get to the root of the problem.

Dear Mita,

My teenage daughter has become distant and aloof and
hardly talks to me anymore. | don't know how this happened
as we used to be close when she was 12-13. She reacts nega-
tively to everything | say and feels insulted when I try to dis-
cipline her. She even seems to be ashamed of me and hesi-
tates to introduce me to her friends. This is very painful as |
always wanted to be her friend. Is there anything that can be
done now or is it too late?

Reba,
Shatmasjid Road.

Some of what is happenning is inevitable and we parents
have to accept it. However what you described seems more
than the usual alienation teenagers feel towards their parents.
You have given very little in- regarding your daugh-
ter and about the expectations you have from her. Sometimes
parents have exagaerated and children, on fail-
ing to meet them, react in different ways such as what you

Also, if possible share some of her interests and hobbies tn
other words try to enter her world as a friend. | know it is

tough but it might work.

Dear Mita,

| recently gave birth to a baby girl. The delivery was nor-
mal, the both our
with the new addition to the :
but | feel very depressed and moody. | feel tired and listiess
and get irritated at minor things. | also start crying at the
tion. My husband does not understand and is

—8. Y. B

Yes, depression is normal after the birth of a baby espe-
“Post

cially for a new mother. It is tetmed as

sion” or is commonly known as ‘Baby Blues’. However {f this

condition persists for too long than i

is time to take profes-
appear-

sional help. For a new mother her changed physical
ance breast-feeding and the confinement which a baby sub-

Jects a her to is all difficult to

adjust to and needs a lot of un-

derstanding from family members especially the husband.

Dear Mita,

My husband never pays me any compliment, while he
very generous with his compliments to other women. It
not bother me very much in the beginning but now that |
older and maybe annot as attractive as | used
coming more of a problem between us. My husband
tion exagaerated and says that he paid me
pliment when he married me and there is
it. | cannot accept that explanation and this
vcr{l::-:happy. No matter what | wear, how |
or I decorate the house he never makes any
Do you think this is right? Please advise, as this is causing

strain in our marriage.

Mohammadpur
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see them in thetr role of and mother. The myth
in our culture is that women are the self angels
who never want anything in retun from theilr or

Run by a trained and
counsellor, assisted by a
psychologist and lawyer,

experienced Family and Marriage

team of doctor,

column will answer

tions relating to family, marriage, health, family

and social and interpersonal

3257 or 0 ”’l- lwlm c.llh
Dhaka- 1000.
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