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Metropolitan
Dhaka Day by Day

| in Dhaka and are held
in places ranging from
Sonya’s Beauty Saloon
to the cafeteria hall in
the American School.
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Looking at the Sangsad Bhaban (Parliament Building) with new hopes.
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A unique parliament
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goes Into session

The inaugural session of the
fifth Jatiya Sangsad (parl-
iament) begins today at 9 am
amid high hopes among the
people for shaping a
democratic polity

The new parliament,
formed after a mass upsurge is
expected to solve constitu-
tional issues, and strengthen
democratic institutions de-
stroyed in nine years of auto-
cratic rule.

It is the first parllament in
independent Bangladesh
which represents all s of
opinion. Its election has been
recognized as free and fair.
None boycotted the election.

The f{ifth Parliament is

By Staff Correspondent

unique in that two ladies Be-
gum Khaleda Zia and Sheikh
Hasina are its Treasury
and Opposition benches. It is
also the first parliament in in-
dependent Bangladesh which
has a very strong o ition.
The mhgrBanMaﬂuﬁ-
alist Party commands
scats and the opposition 156
seats. By election in 10 re-
maining seats are scheduled to

be held soon.

Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP) has earned a command-
ing majority in the House by
receiving support from 20

members of Jamaat-e-Islami

esh. Awami
League has 87 seats, Commu-

Plea to attend parliament session turned down

Ershad barred from making

o

Ershad: nonplussed?
— Star photo

statement to press

By Staff Correspondent

A petition for adjournment
of the Tribunal in order to en-
able deposed President Ershad
to attend parliament session
beginning today (Friday] was

rejected on Thursday.
Judge Mohammad

Habibullah also passed an
order prohibiting Ershad's
making any statements to the
press during the recess or
immediately after the ad-
journment of the Tribunal, set
up to try Ershad on charges of

Allegally possessing arms.

The Judge also cautioned

Judge Mohammad
Habibullah also cautioned the
Defence Lawyer Kazi Shahadat
Hossain about his unbecoming
behaviour in the court.

Submitting the petition for
adjournment on behalfl of the
accused Defense Counsel

Sirajul Haque said, "the prayer

e

for adjournment was not made
as a matter of right of the ac-
cused, but because the court
can always grant adjournment
petition.”

Attorney General Aminul
Haq strongly opposed the peti-
tion.

He quoted Rule 172 of the
Parliament Precedure and said
that the accused who is de-
tained. has no right to enjoy
such a privilege. He also said
that he had conducted the
case of Syed Mogbul Ahmed,
who was an MP from Sylhet in
1986 and he also cited the
case of Asif Al Zardari of

Before the petition was
made Ershad who was sitting
in the dock also made a verbal
approach to the Judge to allow
him to attend parliament by
adjourning the trial.

On hearing both sides the
learned Judge ruled out the

See Page 12 Col. §

WB for early
prioritization of
public investment
programmes

The World Bank has sug-
gested the government for
early completion of a “realistic
and credible” prioritization of
the public investment pro-
gramme for increased aid
commitments from donors in
the Paris consortium meeting
scheduled for May 29-30, re-
ports UNB.

Wrapping ‘up its review
mectings with government of-
ficials lasting about a fortnight,

See Page 12 Col. 4

‘BSC vessel
detained at

angladesh flag cs
‘Banglar doot’, was de
this morning at a Singapore

rt for not paying outstanding
f:!:l bill.

The outstanding bill
amounts to 69,230 Singapore
dollars, a Bangladesh Shipping

See Page 12 Col. 1

amid new hopes today

nist Party of fiye
and Blﬂ‘lﬂ%hﬂk
Sramik Awami League (BKSAL)
has four seats in the House.

Ganatantri Party, [slami
Otkya Jote, Jatlya Samajtantrik
Dal (Siraj), Bangladesh Work-
ers Party, Natiopal Demberatic
Party. and National
Awami have one seat
each in the House which also
has three independent mem-
bers.

The inaugural sitging will
begin with Shamsul Huda
Chowdhury in the chair as un-
der Article 74 (8) of the Con-
stitution the Speaker or
Deputy Speaker ‘'shall be

See Page 12 Col. 7

Age limit for govt jobs raised to 30 A.R. Biswas

Tax on holdings upto

The government Thursday
decided to waive tax on hold-
ings upto 25 bighas
from Pahela Baishakh (April
15) next and raise the age
limit fer entering into gov-
ernment jobs from 27 to 30,
‘reports BSS.

The decision was taken at a
special Council of Ministers
meeting presided over by
Prime Minister Begum Khaleda
Zia. The meeting held at Ban-
gabhaban, reviewed the progr-
ammes and pledges given by
the BNP, to the people before
the elections and steps taken
so far to im t those.

The meeting decided to ex-
empt the recovery of defauit-
ing agricultural loan upto Taka

: ﬂﬂ«aﬂ-t- "M ‘the in- N

The Council of Ministers
further decided to stay all
certificate proceedings in
respect of these agriculture
loans, and also to stay
certificate cases relating to
“land development tax upto 25

bighas.

of land ©

25 bighas goes

The meeting discussed the
problems of session jam in
different educational institu-
tions and the t sufl-
ferings of the students. It ob-
served that the problem of
session jam was creating an
uncertain future for the stu-
dents. In this connection, the

Council of Ministers was
informed that a committee had

been formed to recommend

ways and means to solve this
problem.

The age-limit for entering
into government jobs was
raised to 30 years from the
existing in view of the time
lost by the university graduates
due to session jams.

The meeting decided to fix

named BNP's

l- l l
Star Report
h Nationalist Party
(BNP) has nominated Abdur
Rahman Biswas of Bakherganj-
5 for the post of Speaker of
the f[ifth parliament while

Shetkkh Razzak Ali of Khulna-2
has been chosen as Decputy

r candidate.
The BNP Standing
Committee meeting. which

was also attended by other
leaders of the party ook the
decision on Thursday mid-

See Page 12 Col. 2

Moudud granted
bail

ngﬁi’m
pension papers for retire oudnd Ahmed was

rnment officers to min-
imise the difficulties faced by
the pensioners because of bu-
reaucratic practises,
The meeting was informed
that steps had becn taken to
publish white paper on ir-

See Page 12 Col. 4.
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' Shekhar

sulfers double Blow as Hindus

stage rally for Babri Mosque handover

NEW DELHI, Apr 4: Indian
Prime Minister Chandra
Shekhar suffered a double
blow today losing legislative

ty in a key province and
st a split in another as
hundreds of thousands of ‘Hin-

dus assembled have tn a mas-
sive show of strength o de

mand the handover of Babri
Mosque, reports AFP.

His Janata Dal-S (People's
Party-Socialist) was reduced to
& minority in the assembly of
Uttar Pradesh state when

former Premier Rajiv Gandhi's
Congress (I) Party ended its vi-
tal support for the provincial

government.

The 425 member legisla-
ture was terminated less than
halfway through its five-year
term. paving the way for fresh
polls in the electorally crucial
northern state of 110 million
people, India's most populous.

Mulayam Singh Yadav, a

"

Th

——

Riot poii:-hq:thn:.midlt huﬁ‘n= }d’ﬁnt:umnd of Hl;.n:u in New Delhi during a rally
ursday e greatest show strength. onstrators were demanding the
| handover of Babri Masjid. i

—AFP photo

, liament,

close lieutenant of Shekhar
will remain as caretaker Chief

‘Minister until the polls are

held stimultanecusly with May
elections to the federal par
the Press Trust of
India (PTI1) said ;

The Janata Dal-S suffered
another blow minutes after-
wards when its unit in the
western state of Gujarat split
away to form a regional party.

Gujarat Chiefl Minister Chi-
manbhai Patel announced the
decision in the city of Ahmed-
abad. paving the way for a
state -level alliance with the
Congress (I) to stay on in
power, PTI said.

The developments were
widely seen as the death knell
Yor any lingering hopes of a re-
alignment between the Janata
Dal-S and the Congress (I) at
the national level.

Yadav and Patel are both key
players in national politics and
took much of the credit for
helping Shekhar became
Prime Minister in November
1990 with Congress (I). sup-
port.

That alliance proved tenu-
ous and finally collapsed in
March. when, Shekhar re-
signed In a hufl and called
fresh general elections.

He quit after Congress (I)
MF's started a boycott of Par-
llament to protest police
surveillance at Gandh's resi-

See Page 12 Col. 7

8-party to contest for
post of Speaker

Star Report

Awami League has decided
to put up candidates for the
posts of Speaker and Deputy
Speaker of Jatiya Sangsad
H:arilamcnt]. Elections to

ese posts will be held this
morning soon after the inaugu-
ration of the first session of
the new parliament.

The decision to contest for
the office of the Speaker and
the Deputy Speaker was taken
at a meeting of the Awami
League parliamentary Party
(ALPP) held at the committeg
room of Sangsad Bhaban on
Thursday. ALPP leader Sheikh
Hasina presided over the
meeting.

There is an effort from
Awami League to nominate
candidates jointly with its
Eight-party partners who have
11 seats in parllament. AL
leaders discussed about the
clection with their allies and
according to sources, they
have agreed to nominate can-
didates for the posts of

Speaker and Deputy Speaker.
re is possibility of nominat-
ing AL presidium member

Salauddin Yusuf for the post of
Speaker while a sentor parlia-
mentarian belonging to other
parties of the al will be
chosen to contest for the post
of Deputy Speaker.

However, AL and its allies
will finalise their strategy this

~ Albanian mourners pledge to en

SHEKODRA. Apr 3: Tens of
thousands of people massed in
this grim industrial city
:ﬁuﬂqhml'w

cently for Jose! Stalin and ad-

l-hlg was in hiding.
eople in the crowd
pledged 10 end communist
rule. while relatives of those
killed spoke of exacting re-
venge.

The State Department said
Wednesday that Albania's na-
tional eclections, which the
communists won, was tainted
by restrictions on op-
position partics and other

Department spokeswoman
Margaret Tutwiler called on
Abanian authorities to invests-
gate charges of electoral

abuses and to redress

gricvances.

Based on reports from US
obscrvers and other interna-
tional election monitors, Ms.
Tutwiler said. it appears the
electoral process ° fell short”
in several key arcas of interna-
tional standards for free and
fair elections.

« "During the campaign, the
opposition rties were al-
lowed only limited access to
the government controlled
media. although they were al-
lotted some time for televised
political broadcasts and were

able to publish newspapers
that received partial dissemi-
nation,” she said.

OfMecial rties enjoyed
overwhelmd P:-: of state re-
sources, while opposition par-
ties had limi access to
these resources, she added.

There are also credible re-
ports, she said, of
intimidation of opposition
candidates and activists during
: campaign and on clection

momning beforc they enter the
house

According to Rule 8 and 9 -

of the Rules of Procedure. any
member of parlament can
propose a name for the post of
Speaker or Deputy ker in
writing at least one hour be-
fore the time scheduled for
the election. The president of
the session will put the pro-
posals to vote, and. if neces-
sary, the election will be held
through division vote.

Though ition's candit-
dates have little chance of
winning they have decided 1w
contest as they do not want
BNP candidates to get clected
unopposed. Among the 320
members of the fifth parlia-
ment, BNF's strength is now
164 while AL and its allics
have a total of 98 seats.

Meanwhile, ALPP has autho-
rised five MPs and some other

experts to scrutinise the draft
of the bill for the amendment
of the Constitution to revert to
parliamentary system. The bill
is likely 10 be moved by the
Leader of Opposition Sheikh
Hasina on the member s
day, which falls on next
Th :

The ALPP members are
Abdus Samad Azad. Salauddin
Yusuf, Advocate Asaduzzaman,

d communism

two days, and that the list of
winning and losing candidates
contained no vote count.” Ms.
Tutwiler said. .

She said the clectoral
shortcomings did not invali-
date the process entirely. The
balloting, she daid. was a " first
step on the long road to

democracy. A founda -
tion has been for political
pluralism and '

Among other mpn‘ that
sent observers to the election

was the National Democratic

Institute for International
Affairs.
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bail Thursday by the Division
HBench of the High Court Com-
prising Justice Abdul Bari
Sarker and Justice Habibur
Rahman Khan. reports UNB.

The Court granted bail on
the ground that allegation
made in the FIR was vague and
the authority failed to show the
actual amount of money al-
legedly defalcated by the de-
Ienu.

Moudud allegedly defalcated
i. oney in the modernisation
project of the Ghorasal Fertil-
izer Factory when he was the
Prime Minister and heolding
the portfolio of Industryv. The
project was allotted Taka
264 .02 million plus 9850 mil-
lon Yens. :

A case was earlier brought
against Moudud Ahmed for
criminal breach of trust under
scctions 409 and 109 of the
Penal Code, and under section
5(2) of the Anti-corruption
Act.

An application for bail was
flled on behalf of the detenu on
March 21 last in the Division

See Page 12 Col. 8

5 JP MPs to miss

first session of
parliament

By Staff Correspondent

Five Jatiya Party members
of parllament including former

! President H.M. Ershad are un-

likely to attend the inaugural

session of Jatiya Sangsad (Par-
Mament) today.
Another JP MP, former

vice-president Moudud Ah-
med. may however, be freed
from the gaol today fellowing
granting him bail by the
Suypreme Court. Sources said
Moudud's papers were being
readied last ni

An lppt;l from former
See Page 12 Col. 7
Jamaat resents
JS sitting
arrangement

A three member delegation
of Jamaat-e-Islami led by its

:hnu&ry party leader
ulana Motiur Rahman
Nizami called on Presi-

dent Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed, Thursday. reports
UNB.



