Shahabuddin

League delegatio
constitutional

without giving any
indication that he would

relinquish his office.
Meanwhile, the administra-
tion is facing the problem of
diarchy as the executive power
vests in the President
Zia is a
Prime Minister without any
executive power. But the re-
of the entire ad-
ministration les with BNP
which has got the mandate of
people in Parllament polls.
In view ol the situation,
BNP top-notchers are thinking

!
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Nilphamari Sadar Up-
Jamat-e-Islami, reports

UNB.
Shamsul Huda
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which were
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Salam Talukder said the is-
sue ol clection of the new
spcaker and the deputy

did not come up for
He

the country.
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for Economic and Social

South Korea's eflorts to gain
the membership of the world

Nor’ westef |
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different areas of Ruma. Lama
and Alikadam upazilas of the
district. :

Immediately after the
storms law en agency
members rushed to help the
affected people while district
administration officials started
assessing the extent of dam-

According to their. prelimi-
nary asscssmcnl. 45 centl
of the houses of Bandarban
town were damaged.

it was the secverest
nor'wester the people of
Bandarban have ever experi-
enced. official sources '

Meanwhile. Chittagong also
experienced occasional gusty
wind with maximum speed of
40 KPH and eight mm rain fall
was recorded in the city dur-
ing the past 24 hours.

100 hurt in Kishoreganj

Our Kisho n-
dont. AL A Boy web bibed,
100 others mjur;d lml;bout
500 hou amaged as
m"h:lﬁd'mﬂvevﬂ-
lages of Bibhaban upazila in the
district last evening.

According to a delayed re-
port reaching here, Abul
Hossain (12). son of Dhan Mia

of Dhaki village was killed in-
' when a tin-roof fell on
him. Besides, one seriously in-
jured person was undergoing
treatment at the Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital while
some others were treated at
different health complexes.

Reliefl materials were dis-
tributed on Wednesday among
the affected people of Dhaki
village while more reliel matc
rials would be sent to other vil-

tomorrow {Thursday).
district administration sources
said.
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the ruling Bangladcsh
Nationalist Party has indicated

nt major initiative to end the
debaie on form of nment
is likely to be during
Lhis scssion.

The inaugural session which
will and before the holy Eid-ul-
Azha will be preoccupied with
the routine functions of elec-
tion of a herT‘M‘Dtp;ty
Speaker, laying of 44 ordi-
nances, passing of a handful ol

bills, discussion on Acting
President’s inaugural address,
and formation of standing

committees, according to
sources.
The MAfth Parllament is

unique in that its election has
been boycotted by no party. It

represents the people's will.
Unlike its four predecessors

the Fifth Parlilament is not also
overwhelmingly dominated by

any single party.

Bangladesh Nationalist Par-
ties has 164 scats in the 5th

Parltament. It is followed by
Awami League with 87 seats
and Jatiya Party with 31 seals.
Jamaat, Communist party and
BKSAL have 20, 5 and 4 scals.

election in 10 seats are duec

to be held soon.

Ershad: Oath

From Page 1 Col. 8
photographers in the
Committee Room vexed JP MP

Fazle Rabbi and he

ing an anti-Ershad stand.
At the press conference

navy-blue

building from a sub-

*| feel better more relaxed
here in this free atmosphere
after four months in confine-
ment,” Ershad told waiting

reporters.
After taking oath he ad-

dressed an impromptu press
conference in the lobby of the
nt secretariat.

lie talked to the journalists
frecly and without any inter-
ruption from the securitymen
present there.

The police escort was wait -
ing outside the Parliament
House.

The Parliament Secretary
Abdul Awal was however busy
trying to restrain the press

rs.
Awal's behaviour tended to
imply that it was the journal-

ists who were causing the se- -

curity problems.
After the press conference

Ershad addressed a of
the Jatiya Party Parliamentary
Party (JPPP) at the Committee
Room. The meeting was an-
nounced by the JP members
just after the oath

Securitymen did not bar
Ershad presiding over the
mecting.

Ershad a
lost none of his gre
ness, s to establish rap-
port with the gathered
pressmen at every opportunity.

While appearing to chat
with the journalists who bom-
barded him with a barrage of

. Ershad, who was
the Jatiya Sangsad
strict police surveil-
for the express purpose
ng sworn in as an MP.
rly contrived to give ev-
eryone the slip and hold a full-
fledged mecting of his party-
men in the Commillee Room
taking full advantage of the ig-
norance of the security per-
sonncl regarding the rights
and privileges of a person in
detention, -

When Ershad was coming
out of the Parliament
Sccretary's Room he was
handed over a packet by
Moudud Ahmed.

On his entering the
Commitice Room 1o address
the Parliamentary Party meet-
ing three Awami League MPs
Mustafizur Rahman, Syed Abul
Hussain and Rashed Musharral
mct Ershad.

were on their way to
a scheduled meeting of the
party on the 9th floor. They
also embraced Ershad and ex-
changed greetings.

Deposed President Ershad
attended the Parliamentary
Party mceting for about 80
minutes and was then taken
back to the Gulshan sub-jail at
arounnd 12.30 pm.

Parliament Secretary Abdul
Awal when asked, told the
Daily Star that he did not know
whether Ershad was brought
to the parliament on parole or
under police escort.

On.the other hand a Home
Ministry source said that
Ershad was brought under po-
lice ecscort. But none could
clarify whether a prisoner unle
der police escort on paro
nmlgunddm a s confer-
ence or preside. over a meeting

of a political party.

to have
ous-

taken to
under
lance
of bed
cleve
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PARIS. Apr 3: Oraham
CGreene, whose novels of in
trigue, suspense and mystery
captivated readers for a hall-
century, died early Wednesday
at his home in Geneva,
Switzerland. his anchkruh-
lisher Robert Laflont said. He
was 86. ‘

The cause of death was not
immediately clear.

Long regarded as one of the
English-speaking world's
greatest novelists, Greene
combined a passion for poli-
tics, exoticism and religion in
his long career.

Greene, who also had a
home in Antibes on the French
Riviera, is the author of such
acclaimed novels as "The
Power and the Glory.” "The
Third Man" and "The Quiet
American.” He eventually
turned many of his stortes into
successful movie scripts.

The British-born Greene
travelled widely and many of
his most successful novels had
a political thrust.

Crities said his novels
sought to convey a sense of
morality and hope to man,
whom he saw as plagued by
frustration and despair. But
Greene, a Roman, Catholic
convert, viewed many of his
novels as “mere entertain-
menis” and labeled them as
such.

Yet it was his unique craft-
manship in creating atmo-
sphere and characters that
won his widest acclaim.

Greene's works combined
elements of the spy thriller
and the psychological drama
whose heroes ackno i

For millions of readers his
name was synonymous with
action, intrigue, suspense and
mystery. Greene himselfl did

not think he had talent, jHist’

tience and a penchant for
rd work.

Graham

B

Graham Greene—~ AFP photo

Greene would spend
months on location, painstak-
ingly ga material for a
future novel, but claimed his
own lfe lacked the colourful
adventures of his characters.

"I have spent almost as
much time with | nary
characters as with men
and women.,” he wrote in his
1971 an .

Nor cou he remember
anccdotes about his real
friends. "The , only stories

which 1| remember are
the stories | written, “he
said.

The stories were com-

of the

pelling parables

"~ damned; born "out of my own

sense of failure and boredom.”
he said.

His characters, as the critic
Michael Mewshaw put it, "are
strong beecause they know they
are weak, good because they
are sinners.”

Greene turned many of his
steries into movie ts, in-
cluding "The Third Man,"” :"Our
Man in Havana" and “The
Comedians.”

Graham Greene was born in
lerkhamsted, England, on OcL
2. 1904. His father., Charles
Henry Greene, was headmasitcr
of Berkhamsted School, one of
Britain's meost prestigious

The Baily Star
Greene dead

Graham and his younger

brother, later Sir Hugh
Greene, future publisher and
head of the British
Broadcasting Corporation,

were educated under their fa-
ther's watchful eye at
Berkhamsted and later at
Oxford University.

In "A Sort of Life,” the first
volume of his autobiography.
he wrote extensively of his
fears — including , moths,
witches, water and cars —, that
would haunt him throughout
his life, despite undergoing
psychoanalysis at 16.

He also explained his
“leeling like a double agent,” as
fostered by his split loyalties as
student and headmaster's son.

Greene got his first job on
the stafl of The Times of
london in 1926 ., where he
worked as a copyreader for
four years. He joined the
Foreign Office during World
War Il

, His first novel, "Babbling
April.” was published in 1925,
He eventually published 24
novels, seven plays, [ive
screenplays. numerous essays
and children's books. and two
volumes of his autoblography

His international reputation
was established by 1932 with
the novel "Stambeul Train,~
published in the United
as “"Orient Express.”

in 1982, Greene became a
“cause celebre® with -
J'Accuse,” a 25-page pamphiet
in English and French charg-
ing underworld corruption in
France at the highest police
and government levels. The -
tle was borrowed from the
French writer Emile Zola.

Though friends nominated
him repeatedly for the Nobel
literature prize. he never got
the: coveted award.

lie never mastered the

typewriter and wrote in long-
hand. — AP

BCI for keeping import restriction

Bangladesh Chamber of
Industries (BCI) Wednesday
formulation of an import
policy keeping in view the
overall interest of industrial
development, consumers and
export promotion, reports

Commenting on the World
2spect ol
the proposed industrial policy,
ISC-2, action plan, the Acting
President of the Chamber
Sharif M Afzal Hossain in a

press statement desired con-
tinuation of the current import
restriction till the desired
level of maturity of the domes-
tic industries is attained.

The country should not
continue as import oriented
for an indefinite period, he ob-
served.

The Acting BCI chief
favoured restriction on fabric,
cloth, electric meters, pumps,

pipes. salt and sugar contrary
to the proposal of the World

Bank.

lossain resented the World
Bank's proposal to withdraw
concessionary customs duty on
machinery and equipment for
lcast developed arcas and for
export orfented industries for

balanced economic develop-.

ment.

On investment regulation,
Afzal Hossain d with
the World Bank's suggestion to
"omit and replace the discour-
aged investment schedule
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Jnti;l; PII"I’-JI' members of Parliament, led by party chairman ousted President H. M. Ershad,

3
R

B

taking oath at Sangsad Bhaban on Wednesday.

Ershad not repentant

From Page | Col. 7
in the clections, he said.

llowever, he said his party
would play a constructive role

in Jatiya &f
He said, pite the adverse

situation his party could
emerge as the third largest
party in the parliament. If ev-
ery one wahts democracy, then
every political party should be
given equal opportunity and
treatment, he said. -

He said the agitation during
his regime was concentrated
in the cities and towns only.
and the people of rural areas
did not take part in sort of
agitation. He said he gave up
power just for avoiding de-
struction of public property.
He told a questioncr the
armed forces were totally loyal
to him and did never show any
disloyalty to him during his
tenure.

When asked why he gave up
power when he could retain
power, as he claimed in an in-
terview with the BBC, Ershad

Lﬁdd.htmnﬂlq.wtﬁdhyt_hc

BBC but he did not want to
give any rejoinder because l;:
ta
through the national press, not
through the media.

lle then , what had
heen done by Allah was better
for “all of us". He said that he

‘case,

harassing the me

had set up an example o
peaceful transfer of power as
per Constitution.

Quoting a newspaper he
said, even having been accused
of murder, Indira Gandhi was
relieved of charges when she
was elected MP. But in his
1se, he was not rcltlhc:ad l:
charges. He alle tt
present g&vernnt’::: is trying
to victimise him in any way.

Ershad said. despite re-
ted request he was not al-
to remain present dur-

n

present government has still
kept the act in effect just i'm;r
rs o

e S,

— Star photo

women concerned. | am re-
strained to speak.”

When asked to comment on
the current trial of his corrup-
tion, Ershad said he will not
make any comment on the ju-
diciary, but he expects fair

justice.

When asked who will be his
running mate if he contests
the presidential election! he
said the acting chairman of his
party Mizan Chuw:lhum will
decide about all these. He said
he could not contact Mizan
Chowdhury to discuss
about the future course of poli-
tics.

Answering a question that
whether he found any differ-
ence between his n.llki;.- the P(l]k
litical prisoners could not La
to the : ;: the h:.t

atmosphere,
b!:li;n‘ a prisoner, was allowed
to talk to the press, Ershad
said, "During his rule there
was no political prisoner.”

40 minutes he was
talking t© newsmen, Ershad
beecame frritated once when a
reporter addressed him as a
general. "1 am not a general, |
am an ex-president.” he
promptly said.

When he was talking to the
newsmen, he was flanked by
former Vice-President Moudud
Ahmed and others.

| lodged
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will accuse
but the government must
choose the option of long-term
sustainable employment

growth than short-term lo-

said the World

must be linked to prnducm
which. according to him, was
gradually going here.
Defending the World Bank
suggestion on withdrawal of
concessional lending. he said
such concessions had only pro-

lected ‘some but not re-
sulted in 1 rial growth in
Bangladesh. "Not concessional

lending but what the private
sector here would probably
ltke more is better functioning

of the banking system.”
losophical

tone, observed that genera-
tional changes were now tak-
ing place among major policy
makers as well as major
players of the economy in
Bangladesh. This is the sign ol
"maturation of a nation” which,
he said. would immensely help

in managing its economy bet-

ler. ALPP

From Page 1 Col. 6

oath, he stayed and attended
the meeting of JP Parlia-
mentary Party lasting over two
hours. Md Nasim, who is likely
to make Chiel Whip of ALPP,
protest with the
Speaker and Home Secretary
for allowing Ershad to attend
the meeting of JP ne:::en.

ALPP's meeting began at
amund 12-30 pm after the de-
parturc of Ershad from

Sangsad Bhaban.
Bricfing newsmen alfter the

{ mecting, Abdus Samad Azad

informed that Sheikh Hasina
could not come for the meet-
ing as she had other engage-
ments, He said the meeting
discussed ut the amend-
ment bill
hopes and aspiration of the
people.

"We will also discuss 1:1'1':1
the MPs belonging to Eight
and Five-Party Alliances about
the bill. he said.

According to a source, some
of the ALPP members ex-
pressed their dissatisfaction
about the allocation of seats in
the house. According to them,
there was no justification for

a front row seat for a
member who alone represents
his party in the parliament
However the leaders tried to
pacify them, but discontent is

[lull there.

The Parliament mh t
was busy yesterday for arrang-
ing seats for the newly-elected
members in consultation with
the party leaders. There was
effort to provide front row
seats for prominent parliamen-
tarians llke Rashed Khan
Menon, Salauddin Khader
Chowdhury, Swuranjit Sen
Gupla, Shajahan Siraj and
others who are lone represen-
tative of their parties.

Yeltsin’s dream
dashed

MOSCOW, Apr J: Russian
federation leader Boris Yeltsin
suffered a setback in his cam-
rule today when communisi
deputics voted down his call
for swifi direct elections 0 an

executive presidency.

BNP

From Page | Col 3

t (ALPP) wanich was
:E~£ﬂm be held Wednes-

rl.tyahnmldmtheluhidut
1o lack of decision of BNP.
However ALPP communi-

lcated their decision to the

IINI® that they would not objeet
o allow 8 Shamsul

Huda C ry preside over
the inaugural session.

will reflect the |

The Midnight File

TAIPEL, Apr 3: Taiwan's richest man is Tsal Wan-Lin,

property magnate with a fortune of 85 billion
Taiwan Dollars (3.1 billion U. 8. ). accerding

insurance and

business magazine. Chang

CHANDIGARH, Apr 3: Twenty eight persons,

seven in a bomb blast, were killed and rs 1.25 lakh looted In

Punjab since last night. Security forces
militants. including two belonging

to Khalistan

Force (KCF), during this period, reports PT1.
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Enunciating the economic
policy of the new government.
the Minister declared in clear
and in no uncertain terms that
it will be based on free market
principles and that the te
sector will be given en-
couragement and facilities to
increase its investment and
thereby contribute to fmwth.

"Private sector will be the
main vehticle of economic
growth in the country and not
the public sector.” the
Ministcr said.

*The government's role will
be restricted to building phys-
ical and social infrastructure.”
meaning. roads, Lranspori.

mmunications. human re-
:.Imnlmh health facili-

ties and measurcs of this type.

However the Minister fclh
that the ure scctor was
not yet to be left to mar-
ket forces alone and that the
government will continue to
play its role in that sector for
the time being.

"Due to total financial and
budgetary indiscipline of the
Ershad regime, current gov-

nge
of stagnation in the industrial
sector government will insti-
tute wide-ranging relorms
aimed comprehensive

dﬂwﬂmm

“To t the reforms
| will set up reform commit-
tees, jately on my re-

turn to Dhaka, to devise short
term and long term measures”.

The minister informed the
Star that a set of measures
recommended by the World
Bank, the Asian Development
Bank, the UNDP and other
multilateral and bilateral bod-
jes were already available to
him. “There is no time to lose
in correcting the basic flaws in
our economy.” the Minister
emphasized.

The Finance and Planning
Minister laid great stress on
domestic resource mobiliza-
tion which the government
will aim to achieve through a
more efficient tax-collection

BNP concem over
landing of
Indian helicopter

Bangladesh

crnment came Inlo power
such an act of the Indian .
ernment had o
not enly the violation of inter
national law but also was an in-
terference in the sovereignty

Minister
plans existed yet.
pointed out that currently

had the lowest tax-
GDP ratio jn the world,
is 9 per cent. No self-
development process
sustained at such a low
tax GDP ratio. This ratio must
increase by at least two per

Hi

:

cont a year,
Answering a question on
non- of bank loans

repayment
the Minister expressed in em-
phatic terms that stern mea-
sures will be adopted against
defaulters. lic said Bad loans
have placed our banks in a
critical statc which resulted in
a drying up of investment
funds for new initiatives.

"l intend to order all banks
to submit detatled reports on
how they had come to
loans without thorou

Annual Deve t
Plan (ADP) had be drastically
cut resulting in the increase of
aid pipeline o over US
heilon

examples of wasicful
and un expenditure of
the previous governmenl.

Saifur Rahman cited the

gnler Dhaka Flood Contrel
heme, City Beautification

Scheme, the creation of the
President's Secretariat

about Tk 100
and the renovation o

Bangabhaban (costing Tk 400

million). -
Sciling up the President’s
Secrclarial was not only ex-




