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The Big Crowd Puller

There is a haunt of scholars in Bangladesh
which is uented each day of the year by as
nlu people with no pretensions to
inte ual eminence — plain men and women.

of them come to town to see the wonders
of God's creation. The National! Museum at
Shahbagh has been visited by about 15 lakh
people the last year.

t draws that size of a crowd is, by
that count alone, a very important nation-sized
thing. That importance gains in dimension when
one appreciates the fact that this place exposes
all this multitude of peopl to culture and heri :

desh’s whole population, perhaps spec

its literate upper crust, has, for numerous
political and social reasons, long been

in a cultural wilderness, in spite of the
great February Language Movement and the
remote and dup-acteﬁ agore. It has been cut
largely from its roots which go back to thousands
of years of recorded history, not to take into
account the paleolithic evidence of social thriving
on the banks of Padma and Jamuna and its
hundred branches. The National Museum is in a
way bringing that dangerous chasm which politics
and plain greed had only widened in the last fifty
years.

Our National Museum has indeed come a long
way In the short span of 67 years. In its almost
half-a-million square feet of floor space it accom-
modates about 72 thousand exhibits—modest nu-
mber no doubt if compared to other national mu-
seums, but something unthinkable by Nalinikanta
Bhattashali, its progenitor or Abul Hasnat and
Syed Mohammad Taifur, his close associates. For
most of its seven-decade life it was sustained

ainst heavy odds only through the mad zeal and

-giving sacrifice of Bhattashali, the greatest
name in Indian iconography. But, apart from
being impressed by the number of the exhibits
wouldn't he have been a little too pained by the
absence of an evenness of quality in collecting
that heap or by the way they are being displayed.

Or the way the poor visitors, once in, are
left in the lurch by the missing guides, or by the
famine of research undertakings that attends the
big place or %r’ the strange smallness of its
publications. ¢ Institution evidently has put
more emphasis on staging shows than going in
for things of more lasting and fundamental
import. Museums and libraries are things that
grow into eminence, slowly and thoroughly. And
it is good that it is so. Our National Museum went
the other way round.

The main supply line to a museum is archa-
eological activity. The new director of the behe-
moth, Dr. Nazimuddin, knows only too well what
a cruel stepmother has our state been to our arc-
heology. At the present rate of our dI%E;I of

roven—and even partially opened—sites the Sha-
bagh big thing will take more than a century to
et a collection worthy of our rich past and am-
ble heritage—something nea even the pres-
glgc of the small keepsake sort of Bhattashali's

On the eve of our museology opening a second
spectacular in June this year at Ahsan Manzil let
us be frank about one suspicion. And that relates
to the health of the other museums of the land.
How is, for instance, Varendra doing ? Has there
been any significant addition to that wonderful
assemblage ol antiquity of Maitraya and Dighapatia
? Any whatsoever in the last twenty years ? Or has
it steadily dwindled ever since the partition of
India ?

Museums are very important to a nation. In
order to be that they must be good and
de le ones — not like Baldha or Salarjang.
And the nation's museums must be in their
totality and not by one or two pampered ones.

Communism is dead. Long live the Communist
Party ! That seems to be the message from
Albania's first multi- elections in 50 years.
Albania was the first European country after
Russia to go under comm rule; it became the
last to shed orthodoxy and switch over to a more
liberal political system. A surprising two-thirds
Eﬂuﬂt for ruling P of Labour makes sure it

even longer for Albania to emulate the
rest of Eastern Europe.

Albania has always been a bit of an oddity.
Unlike others in Eastern Europe, its communist

party under Enver Hoxha turned out to be fiercely
independent, attacking both Moscow and Beijing
whenever the occasion arose; and unlike
Yugoslavia, it pursued a st Stalinist economic

social . It accepted its status as a vir-
tual ou . but remained indc?endcnt.

This streak of defiance, the lack of which de-
stroyed communist credibility in Poland,
Hungary, Czechoslovakia and East Germany,
E’:inbly saved Albanian communists from a simi-

fate. But the real test be now. President
Ramiz Alia's failure to win over the urban popula-
tion — where the communists suffered their
worst defeats — may yet prove to be his undoing
in months to come. The party's intentions to-
wards the all-important issue of economic re-
forms still remain unclear. Failure to solve the
country’'s economic problems could result in
widespread urban discontent which could then

Alia now faces a difficult task. He not only has
to carry out reforms to breathe life into the
economy, he also has to cushion the population
from transitional shocks such as unemployment
and inflation. For that he needs foreign, particu-
larly Western, economic assistance. Policy of self-
reliance of the Hoxha years has left Albanian
standard of living well below that of the rest of
Europe. Thou s have fled in recent months to
Italy to seek better economic rewards for their
labour. Alia's immediate task will be to stem the
flow and attract the emigres back with proof of
sustained economic and political reforms.

To achieve economic progress, Tirana may
have to swallow the bitter of Western aid. But

that aid is unlikely to be onlﬁtmﬁunlcsstht
communist party's strangleho e country's

on
media, police, military, lndustlx. agriculture, bu-
reaucracy etc. are dismantled. Western banks and

e
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could seri-
ously set back hopes for the
country's bitter ethnie

problems to be solved within a
unitary national framework. as

most peoplé would prefer.

In fact, it could be seen as
yel another reason for a part-
ing of the ways and the birth of
a separate state of Eelam in
the north of the island for na-

tive Tamils.
The court ruling

portionate selection.

Such measure, the court
violated constitu-

decided,
tonal rights. If proportionate

representation is to be intro-
duced the constitution will

have to be rewritten. That can
only further delay any settic
ment.

Last year the cabinet autho

rised the Ministry of Public
Administration to direet that

appointments to government

service and promotions within

it at national. provinictal and

district levels were to be made

strictly in accordance with re-
spective .ethnic ratios.

The quotas were to be 75

per cent for Sinhalese, 13 per
cent for Sri Lankan Tamils.

five per cent for Tamils of In-
dian descent, anid seven per
cent for Muslims. It was also

laid down that appointments

and promotions should be by
merit along (subject to ethnic

quotas) and free of political
patronage.
These rulings provided

what the Sinhalese considered

a reasonable response to alle-
gations by Sri Lankan Tamils
that in recent years they had

not been given places in gov-

ernment service, even in pro-

portion to their numbers,
Before independence in

EW Delhi : Tribals and

women are the most

vulnerable of India's
rural poor.

They are also among the fo-
cus of agricultural develop-
ment, albeit lopsided, in India.

Take the Orissa Tribal De-
velopment Project launched in
1988. It is an important tnitia-
tive for it marked the first
time that an external devel-
opment agency was substan-
tally involved in working di-
rectly with tribal peoples.

The agency — the Interna-
tional Fund for Agricultural De-
velopment (IFAD) — will soon
present for approval another
project, the Andhra Pradesh
Tribal Development Project.

With the Orissa initiative,
some 12,500 tribal and 4,000
non-tribal families in the Ka-
shipur Block in Koraput Dis-
trict are now being assisted in
reversing the trend of declin-
ing production, accelerating
environmental degradation and
deepening poverty.

The US$24.2 million Orissa
project has gradually replaced
traditional shifting cultivation
on [ragile hillsides by more
productive farming on more
stable soils.

The construction of small
low-cost diversion structures
and gully plugs also reduces
the risk of erosion, as does a
program of planting trees and
perennial crops like coffee and

PEPPer.
Applied research provides
improved seed varieties.

Strengthened extension ser-
vices promote more effective
farming and soil conservation
methods. Better roads have
made it easier to bring essen-
tial agricultural materials and
social services to this isolated
enclave, |

negated at
one stroke all the efforts made
carly last year by the Sri
Lankan

ment W provide
-Hrmuﬂunhnmnpectuf

ethnicity by introducing pro-

Sir, When we harp on
the fact that nothing has
been done by the previous
regime, we make it ex-
tremely difficult for our

officials to ask donor

| nations for further aid.

donor can then iay
that since we have not been

able to use our aid for nine

years, we would need far
more to build up the coun-
try than what we have
asked for. It can also be
then said that since our
economy has been com-
pletely destroyed during
the t nine years,

be in a very difficult
situation to make a fresh

W will want to see a genuine pluralisa- | move towards economic
of society before commuting any money. Alia | development. It is impor-

needs the assistance if he is to turn victory at the
polls into something lnngcr—lastlnﬁ. The biggest
mistake he can commit is to take the results as a

ﬁenll@httommm in the same rigid, ortho-
manner of the past 47 years.

tant for our government to
ponder these points.

Mahmud Ahmed
Banani, Dhaka.

we

1948 and in the first
alterwards the Sri

years
lLankan

Tamils - through better edica-

tlonal facilities and hard work

What that resentment virtu-

ally cut ofl government avenues

of employment for the Sri
lLankan Tamils, the ethnic di-
vide widened and became
more violent. Last year's ad-
ministrative orders were a ges-
ture of concillation by the gov-
ermment.

Neighbouring India has long
had this kind of quota system

for its aboriginal tribes and so-
called depressed classes. The

state of Tamil Nadu, next door

to Sri Lanka, has for years also
had further quotas for back-
ward classes, a caste-based
classification.

These reservations in India
caused few problems until V.P
Singh sought to add to the
quotas when he was prime

minister briefly last year.

Sri Lankan President Ranas-
inghe Premadasa believed all

volve the large number of
Tamils still in government
service. Most live in Calombo
and other cosmopolitan towns
and many saw it as a threat to
their future.

Customs Superintendent
Ponnambalam Ramapillai. a
Tamil, appealed to the courts.
He said he was one of 53 offi-
cers who had applied for one
of about two dozen posts of as-
sistant director and would be
deprived of selection because
under the new orders 19 Sin-
halese and three Sri Lankan
wotlld have to be chosen.

The petition drew attention now continues

IFAD Rearranges Indian Priorities

wdevehmemmyworhtﬁmﬂywithmhmnﬁnmﬂh{hﬂpeqhhmm

Uncertainty of land owner-
ship makes farmers in Ka-
shipur Block reluctant to in-
vest in long-term improve-
ments. A comprehensive land
survey is being undertaken by
the project. When completed,
it will be instrumental in
establishing an equitable
system of nt tenure.

Active and decisive partici-
pation in building the founda-
tions for sustainable agricul-
tural and economic growth is
also being encouraged through
the promotion of group activi-
ties and self-help schemes.

With the help of non-govern-
mental organisations (NGOs)
such as Agragamee, the tribal
community is made more
aware of environmental issues,
opportunities available to
women as well as men by mar-
keting and credit, and legal
and land rights. :

Women are also one of
IFAD's concerns. In India, as in
most of the developing world,
women play a crucial — and too
often ignored. — role in food
production. The full potential
of their contributions to family
income and the rural economy,
as well as of their growth as
persons, frequently goes un-
realised.

Meeting the specific needs
of women, lightening their
burdens, supporting their ac-

tivities, Both in the home and .

the fields, and promoting their
leadership skills. have there-

fore been an important feature
of an increasing number of
IFAD-initiated projects
throughout the world,

This recognition that
women must be full partners
in development is the founda-
tion of the Fund's most recent
effort in India : the Tamil Nadu
Women's Development Project.
In 1989, IFAD approved a loan
of US817 million specifically
carmarked for improving the
economic and social status of
women of three districts in
the State — Dharmapuri, Salem
and South Arcot.

Implemented by the Tamil
Nadu Corperation for the De-
velopment of Women, the pro-
jecl takes a major step in
establishing a new approach
to, and providing a model for,
women's development because
it focuses on overall develop-
mecnl, not just on improving
women's economic lot.

Of prime importance is the
effort to raise women's level of
social and personal awareness
and to increase women's self-
confidence and self-reliance,
individually and collectively.
The project promotes cottage
and village industries amon
the landless, land provide
credit and savings facilities to
support these ventures. Horti-
culture and sericulture will be
encouraged, and women will
receive technical assistance for

farming and animal husbandry.
India has received a greater
share of IFAD's funds than any

other country : loans totalling
US$212 million for seven pro-
jects, as well as Technical As-
sistance Grants for applied re-
search in fields directly rele-
vant to small farmers. These
loans, which are provided to
the Government of India on
highly concessional terms,
represent almost 7 per cent of
IFAD's entire lending program.

Over the past decade,
IFAD's initiatives in India have
undergone a significant trans-
formation in both approach
and target. In the early years.
IFAD responded to the gov-
ernment's request to support a
major effort to e the area
of land under irrigation. In
1979, for example, the Fund
provided US$50 million for
the Bhima Command Area De-
velopment Project in Maha-
rashtra and US855 million for
the Rajasthan Command Area
and Settlement Project on the
Indira Gandhi Canal.

These were followed in
1982 by US$25 million for the
Madhya Pradesh Medium Irri-

g gation Project and a year later

by US$35.3 million toward a
Public Tubewells Projects in
Uttar Pradesh.

These projects brought an
equitable distribution of water
to large arecas of rainfed farm-

=

Woman MPs
Sir, Reccﬁﬂy we had a

free and fair Parliament
election in our country
aiming to establish an ex-
ploitation-free democratic
Government. As a woman |
feel proud to have a lady
Prime Minister and a lady-
Opposition leader who have
been elected directly by
the voters in the general
election which proves that
we, the women of
Bangladesh, are competent
enough to contest with our
male counterparts and vot-
ers are not backward either
not to choose ladies as
their representatives. Then
why the system of choosing
fema)le Members of Parlia-
ment by the male MPs
through an indirect elec-

tion thereh{odegrwin the
womenfolk choose ir

representative in the Par-
liament ?
Munira Khan

14 Green Road
Dhaka.

Letters for publication in these columns should be| Accidents,crime and
addressed to the Editor and legibly written .or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer's real name, signature and

punishment

Sir, The following is a
common if not a daily oc-
currence in the country

.and staple of the news

industry. The scenario goes
somewhat like this :
speeding truck or minibus
runs over pedestrians
killing one or more luck-
less souls, driver escapes —
truck impounded and a
case filed or, killer truck
smashes into tea shop
killing 5 or 6 or more.
There are many variations
of the same scene — the
carnage continues and
seemingly all these are ac-
cepted with equanimity by
a deeply fatalistic popula-
tion.

The amazing part is that
the drivers of the killer
trucks or buses are hardly
ever apprehended — and
even if he is there is never
any news about punishment
for such wanton negligence
or involuntary manslaugh-
ter.

The question is what is

the responsibility of the
police administration in

. cases like these? Why are

they unable to apprehend
the culprits when crores
and crores of Taka are ex-
pended to equip them and

cas
following drawbacks in the

radio service :

for their establishment.

Also, what is the respon-
sibility of the truck or bus
owners? It is inconceivable
that they have entrusted
vehicles costing several
lakhs, of Taka to drivers
without knowing their real
addresses or other relevant
information.

Is it the group interest
of the truck/bus owners or
union members who oper-
ate them' that take prece-
dence over the safety and
rights of the public? The
public has a right to know.

Naz Shafinaz
Motijheel C/A, Dhaka.

Radio Bangladesh

Sir, The authority have
invited suggestions for
improvement of the broad:
services. | find the

(1) some

stations have strong signal.
but the sound is low. Some

engin friend tells me

it might due to low
‘'modulation’; (2) many pro-
grammes have and
unnatural sound (called
'distortion’) ; (3) hi-fi qua-
lity is missing most of the
time ; (4) there is consi-

derable difference In qua-

lity between the commer-
cials and the scheduled

programmes;: with wild

" standard;

land, enabling tens of thou-
sands of familfes to ex-
tend their growing season, di-
versify their crops and signifi-
cantly increase their harvests.

While these efforts were
important and successful, IFAD
realised that its assistance
would be most effective not in
broad, large-scale frrigation
schemes, but in projects that
were especially designed to
support the desperately poor
and neglected rural popula-
tion, especially those who live
in areas where environmental
dk-.;ntcrhrltlun is a serious prob-
Its assistance has thus in-
creasf been directed to
rainfed agriculture and toward
women and scheduled castes
and tribes.

This approach had its first
concrete expression in 1981,
with the U .8 millon Sun-
derban Development Projects
in the southeastern part of the
State of West Bengal. An area of
natural beauty and assets, it
remains one of India's poorest
and most inaccessibic regions.

Some 1.6 million people
live in the t area; 40 per
cent belong to castes and
tribes.

Well over half of the popula-
tion are farm families with an
average of less than 1

variations in the volume of

the sound; (5) the FM
quality is below normal,
maybe due to one of the
causes mentioned above
(quality of the original re-
corded )

We Datemers would Be
satisfled if two objectives
are kept in view : (a)
operation at prdfessional
and (b) the
drawing room should not
become a control room.

A Mawaz
Dhaka.

PDB delicacy

Sir, The electric power

--upplyhu-uhhunur

politics; and as unpre-
dictable. In area
(Mohammadpur), the sup-
ply is sure to go off at leasl
once daily, if not more. In
addition. the daily voltage
fluctuations remind us of
modern dances by the

younger generation.

There are a number of

small workshops nearby
which carry out welding
during daytime, causing
voltage fluctuations of as
much as 20 per cenl every
few minules.

| use a number of elec-
tronic equipment at home
which are very sensilUve o
such large fluctuations, be-

The oul
other anomalies In the new
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erosion threaten the land.
Crop yilelds are low, access o
rr:.r'hm difficult and poverty
endemic.

More than 225,000 families
benefitted from this innovative
project. Wet season agricul-
tural potential has been in-
creased through a combination
of improved drainage, wa
control and cultivation prﬁ:
tices. While small-scale .
tion schemes have e
farmers to grow more dry sea-

SON CTrops.
Fishponds, managed and

maintained by groups

of landless . have been

established. Fruit trees and

mangrove planted on canal and
river embankments, besides

arresting erosion, provide
much needed income and fu-
elwood.

Founded at the end of 1977
as a specialised financing
agency within the Unitéd Na-
um-mm.l!“mhrthtm
young. With a professional
of B85, it is small. But
the impact it has had on the
lives of disadvan le

eveloping

throughout the
world belies its age and size.

Unique among international
financing institutions for its
exclusive mandate to increase
food production, reduce mal-
nutrition and alleviate rural

, the Fund has meo-
) almost US$12 billion to
finance 292 projects in 93
countries. .

oSl oty rop S
on
defenseless and neglected
small farmers, nomadic
herdsmen and artisanal fish-
ermen, as well as the rural
landless and women.

yond the control of auto-
maltic voltage regulators,
which | use. | cannot afford

afford it, try to combat in-
difference, with bribes,

Can we expect from the
government that the

new
wwmh
brought to at least Lhe

normal routine level on lop
priority basis? This is the
least we can expect from

any administration.

Domeslic consumer

Dhaka



