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Lucky Abahani in semis

Defending cham-
plens Abahani
Krira Chakra
moved into the
semifinals with a

face-saving 32

over spirited

victory
Fakirerpool Youngmen's Sports
Club in the Independence Day
soccer quarter-final yesterday
at the Mirpur Stadium.

Abahani. taking the field for
the first time this year. and
without Aslam and Wasim, led
10 at the breather.

Abahani dominated the first
half proceedi with the fall
rrmlg confi to midfield.

Mohsin, in the goal. Munna
[sr]l in the defence, Yousuf in
midfield and skipper Rupu

uEI"mnl were the pick of the

Fakire l. on the other
hand, took most of the first
half to recover from the short
goal which they conceded in
the very second minute of play.

came back smoking in
the seccond half and without
any doubt they looked a much
better side compared to their
rivals. In fact., the defending
champions were really lucky to
scrape home. Some brilliant
goalkeeping by ex-national
goalkeeper Mohsin deprived
Fakirerpool of three definite
~hances in the second hall.

in the end, one can say,
Abahani utilised the opportu-
nitics that came their way

The Bangladesh Football Fe-
deration (BFF) yesterday called
up 30 players for the resi-
dential camp to select the
national under-23 side for the
pre-Olympics qualifying round
championship, scheduled to
start later next month.

The two-leg competition
will be held from late May to
mid-June in the cap-
ital Kuala Lumpur and south
Korean capital Seoul.

The thirty booters for the
intensive training camp have
been screened from the 60
called carlier last month for

the preliminary trails.
Bangladesh will be playing

ROME, April 1:
itallan news-
papers on Sunday
reacted to the
apparent end of
Diego Maradona's
soccer carcer with a mixture
of sadness and gratitude for his
past performances, reports
Reuter.

Napoli's 30-year-old Argen-
tUne star tested positive for co-
caine after a match two
weeks ago and s a ban of
u&cm two years, which would
eflectively end his career.

“The end of Maradona
Goodbye to football for love of
cocaine.” was how La Repub-
lica. the daily that broke the
doping story last Thursday,
headlined its front page story.

Veleran football writer
Giann{ Briar headed an edito-
rial "but thanks all the same”
in which he recalled the
stocky Argentine’s genius on

Sports Reporter

while Fakirerpool can only
blame their forwards for not
converting the chances and
also one or two fetal lapses by
their inexperienced defenders
allowed their rival forward to
romp home.
Abahani surged the lead,
within two minutes of the
kick-off. when striker Rumi
was brought down by
Fakirerpool defenders Swapon
and [brahim just outside the
box. Munna (sr] took full ad-
vantage of a faulty defensive
wall to send a curling shot past
the diving Fakirerpool goal-
keeper Dhanu (1-0). This
stunned and took the sting out
of Fakirerpool and Abahani
slowly established full control
over the game in the first half.
ite dominating the first
half, Abahani's forwards failed
iz penetrate the Fakirerpool
defence except for an odd oc-
casion or two. Rumi failed to
push off Rupu's fine minus
wallt young Alamgir hit the
side netling from close.
The second half started

with Fakirerpool coming back
with new energy while their
rivals seemed ily content

with their lone goal lead.

In the very second minute,
of the second half,
Fakirerpool's Balrt's angular
shot was well stopped by the
stretching Mohsin at the cost
of a comer.

In the 55th minute,
Fakirerpool equalised in dra-
matic fashion.

BFF calls 30 booters to camp

Sports Reporter

South Korea, Thailand,
sia and the Philippines in
Group D of the Asian zone.

The selected players are to
report to national coach Abdul
Hakeem at the federation of-
fice by 2:00 pm this afternoon.

Following are the selected
players:

Goalkeepers: Bijon (Dhaka
Division), Lahul (Rahmatganyj),
Sheikh Mohsin (Mohamme-
dan) and Suhag (Muktijoddha).

Defenders: Shamim (PWD),
Nira, Moon (Brothers), Aman
(Abahani), Barun, Jewel Rana
(Muktijoddha). Sani (Khulna
Division). Sohel (Rajshahi Divi-
sion) and Hamid (Army).

the pitch.

The Itallan soccer federa-
tion said on Friday a routine
test taken after a match
against Bari on March 17
showed traces of cocaine. The
Italian league's disciplinary
commission {s expected to
meet in the next few days o
decide Maradona's fate

Italian newspaper failed to
appear on Saturday because of
a journalists’ strike and the
first reaction to the Argen-
tinc's latest woes

came on
Sunday
"Maradona, this time it's

well and truly over,” the Milan
Daily [l Giomale said .

The Itallan media see the
doping scandal as the final and
most damaging chapter in a
disastrous season in which.
Maradona has been at logger-
heads with Napoli and the
ltalian Football Federation

Masih all on a sudden un-
leashed a tremendous left-
footer from well outside the
box. giving no chance to the
bemused Abahani goalkeeper
(1-1).

Ten minutes later Uttam's
cracking 35-yarder was su-

perbly tipped over the bar by
Mohsin

Faktrerpool's Masood was
slow to react ofl Balu's pass
when Mohsin came out smartly
to collect the ball off Masood's

hrt“n the 58th minute Mohsin

once again punched the ball
from a point blank header by
Shamsuddin to deprive
Fakirerpool of another chance.

In the 75th minute,
Krishna's curling corner was
partially cleared by Pfjush but
the ball landed before an un-
marked Rumi, who made no

“mistake in placing inside the

net (2-0).

Munna (jr) made it 3-1 for
Abahani when he brilliantly
dribble past a defender and
rounded the goalkeeper to
score with an shot.

Firoze of Fakirerpool took
advantage of a relaxed Abahani
defence to make it 3-2.

Fakirerpool missed a golden
chance at the fag end of the

malch.
Shamsuddin headed widc

from a close range off Firoze's
cross.

Abahani will play against the
winners of BRTC and Eskaton
Sabuj in the Semifinal in April
5.

Mid-fielders: Alamgir (Aba-
hani), Sabbir, Titu, Zakir
(Mohammedan) Rokshi (Aram-
bagh). Uttam (Fakirerpool).
Swapan, Kamal (PWD)} and

Rubel (Adamjee).

Forwards: Nakib (Moham-
medan), Mamun (Victoria),
Munna Jr (Abahani), Ekram
Rana (Muktijoddha), Raha
(BKSP), Gaus (PWD) and
Samrat. Badal Das (Brothers).

Besides a few players may
be included for the residential
camp after reviewing their
periormances in the current
Independence Day Football
Tournament.

Italian press sad but thankful

He has run up of more than
50.000 dollars for missing a
number of training sessions
and matches.

He is also involved in a pa-
ternity suit, an investigation
into possible links with a drugs

and prostitution ring whilc
Napoli are suing him for dam
aging the club’'s image.

"Maradona is finished. Don't
lynch him.™ was the headline
of an editorial in L'Unita.

L'Unita’'s Michele Serra
wrote that it was right to pun-
ish Maradona the sportsman
for his use of drugs, but that
the Argentine as a private indi-
vidual was free to do as he
wished.

"Addio Diego. beaten who",
said the Corriere Della sera of
Milan. :

its sister paper, the Sporis
Daily Gazzetta Dello Sport
wrote: "And Maradona ended
in the (cocainel dust.”

‘Noabh slots into new role

RENNERS, Fra-
nce. April |: Yan-
nick Neah, slo
ing smoothly in-
to his new role as
on - .
tain lost :::'}:r‘ﬂ{ C;f.
ambition since laying down
his racket as he resolutely
plots France's first Davis Cup
victory for almost 60 years.
reports Reuter

While admitting to a degree
of frustration in his unaccus-

tomed place on the sidelines
urehuﬂhmﬂuh-u#vm.
big boost by France's 5-0 vic-
tory over lsrael in their World

Uroup first round tie at the
wee ke nd

With a (avourable draw
which gives his team every
chance of reaching the final
and with players Guy Foreget
and Henrl Leconte highly en
thusiastic about thetr new

has

hopes
“This team can beat any
one  he anmounced atl

match

back to his best after a long
spell of injury problems. The
two are also brilltant doubles
partnership

& '-1{;.

YANNICK NOAH |

Leconte. who has not always
secn eye Lo eye with Noah in
the past. had nothing but
praise for the non-playing
captain

"He knows just how to pass
on the drive he always showed
on court.” he said. "He's always
there with us w0 help us. He
says the things we need to
hear just when we need them

Barrios’ double

PARIS, April | Arturo Bar
rios of Mexico broke the world
on-hour and 20-km records iIn
& race at La Fleche, France on
Saturday might. reports Reuter

The Mexican ran 21.101
kms in an hour als
year record held by Jos Her-
mens of the Netherlands who
covered 20 044 kms In 1976

En route, Barrios also best
the 20-km record with a2 time
of 56 minutes 54.03 second
The previous best was set last
year by Dionisto Castro of Por-
tugal with 57 minuies 18.4
ser ond

He speaks our language. he's
captain who shares every-
thing.”

A natural jester, the dread
locked Noah kept his players
relaxed with his jokes and an-
tics in the build-up to the tie
but modestly refused to take
credit for the whitewash vic-
tory.

“l don't have much to do.”
he said. "My role is just to be
with the players in the week
before the te.”

"But he confessed it was
hard at times to sit on the
sidelines and watch his col-
leagues in action. It's difficult
not 0 do anything,”™ he said.
“You have a lot of energy you
can'l get rid of. It's easier to be
on the cowrt.

"Sometimes | said 1o myself
"hang on”. | would have done
this. | would have done that. "
it stared me in the face. But |
had to convince myselfl that
Cuy and Henri don't have the
Same game as me. "

1 wanted to y. | really
wanted to play. re's a lot of
ldrl_:nllin that you can't get

out
Despite his ([rustration,

international circuit
again as a player. "Really. |
wan! o do clse. To
sing. o dance.” he said.

it is more than just idle
words because he has

Brothers Union will meet in a
one-day play-oflf match to de-
cide
Premier Division cricket leag-
ue championship stating at
9:15 am tomorrow at the

Dhaka Stadium.

finished jointly on top of the
lcague table with 16

after their
matches each.

logical advantage over the

Gopibagh Boys having beaten
" them in the leagu

of 46-overs a-side instead of
the usual 75 overs provided for

the league proper.

fied for the final round of the
Seraj memorial national junior
cricket championship after
becoming champ
‘A’ and 'C' respectively yester-
day at the zonal venues.

title beating Barisal by 33 runs
in the final at Satkhira.

title defeating Chittagong by
54 runs at Myme

lakathi moved into the final
when they scored a 68-run win

OoveT

| reached the final beating
pai Nawabganj by 33 runs.
BKSP will play Kushtia in the
- Final on April 3. .

Schools cricket championship
will begin today at different
venues around the city.

ing part in the Dhaka zone
matches. In the 20 other zones
around the country a total of
| 224 schools are taking part«n
the preliminary round compe-
titions.

Aussies hit back

April 1: Left- arm pace bowler
Bruce Reid
proved form with a timely
| four-wicket haul as Australia's
| cricketers hit back against
~ West Indies under-23 team on
Sunday, reports Reuter.

wicket
with four for 76 as the local
side crumbled from 232 for
two to 307 all out in their first

innings.

the close of the second-day of
the four-day match, Mark Tay-
lor (48 not out ) and David
Boon (35 not out ) sharing an
unbroken stand of 66.

damage caused by

missal of Mike Veletta, well

caught at short leg by Philo

::l ace ofl Linden Joseph for
r.

was the most heartening fea-
ture of the day for Australia,
who face West Indies in the
third Test starting in Port-of-
Spain of Friday.

make an impact on the tour,
had bowled a good second
spell on Saturday. He sustained
that form to help Australia's

fightback. all his wickets
coming in his last 19.] overs
for 38 runs.

derman bowled solidly but may
have some way to go before he
regains his Test place, while
ofl-spinner Peter Taylor did
his chances no harm by snap-
ping up three wickets to pol-
ish off the tail

disappointment at the early
departures of Brian Lara (22). a
member of the Test squad, and
the promising James (12).

parent
tributed to his exit : A vietim of

national junior under- 19 soc-
cer competition will
from the first week of May ac-
cording to a press release is-
sued by the Ban
ball Federation (B

tion Boards have been asked o
send their entries by April 16. |.

Ruelas KOs Cruz

feated Rafael Rue
out Steve Cruz in the third

round Sunday night to win the
North American Boxing Fed-

eration fea
ports AP.

tions

times, inc

the se

sc heduled

the

fornia.

seconds into the third round.
from

C
Texas. fell 1o 35-4.

Navana cricket

title-decider
tomoITow
Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Biman and

the 1990-81 Navana

Both Biman and Brothers

peints
quota of nine

Biman have a slight psycho-

e match.

The play-off match will be

Seraj cricket
Dhaka and Rajshahi quali-

fons of Zones
Dhaka clinched the Zone 'A’
Rajshahi won the Zone 'C’
In Zone ‘B’ at Barisal, Jha-

Magura in the semi-final.
In Zone 'D’ at Pabna, BKSP
Cha-

Nirman cricket
Sports Reporter
The Dhaka Zone Nirman

Thirty-six schools are tak-

Reid burst helps

KINGSTOWN, St Vincent.
confirmed his im-

Reid, who had taken one
overnight, finished

Australia were 92 for one at

the early
the dis-

They repaired

Reid's continued revival

Reid, who has struggled to

Fellow paceman Terry Al

The holiday crowd endured

Opener Stuart Willlam's ap-
nervousness con-

Junior soccer

Sports Reporter
The eight Suhrawardy Cup

begin

sh Foot-
yesterday
All interested DSA's Educa-

LAS VEGAS, r I: Unde-

knocked

Sport

title, re-

Ruclhs, 256-0, used combina-
o knock down Cruz four

luding three times in
cond

the
12-round

of
bout =t
.
scored

Nuys, Cali-
the knockown 87

ruz. Fort Worth,

LLONDON, 1:
Graeme Hick, the
gifted Zimbabwe-
born batsman
with the
Bradmanesq ue
appetite for runs, on Monday
reaches an ecagerly-awaited
landmark in his cricket career
of mounting personal
achievement, reports Reuter.

It is the day 24-year-old
Hick qualifies to play for
England, ending a seven-year
wait to put his undoubted
skills to the tést against the
world's best opponents at the
highest level of the game.

Hick's qualification
with Worcestershire has been
illuminated by a sequence of
record-breaking feats in
county cricket, guaranteed
both to enhance his test claims
and ensure media hype pro-
jects him as England's batting
saviour.

So he arrives already with a
heavy burden of expectation
and still to prove himself on
the international s . in ad-

dition to which his selection

would put him among a grow-
ing number of England players
whose rdots are overseas.

Test batsmen Allan Lamb
and Robin Smith are reminded
more often than they feel nec-

that they were born in
South Africa, while England's
pace bowling has featured West
Indian born Devon Malcolm,
Gladstone Small, Phillip
Defreitas and Chris Lewis in
the '_Fast 12 months.
ick's expected inclusion
will provide further ammuni-
tion for the critics, both inside
and outside the English game,
of the overseas influence, but
chairman of selectors Ted
Dexter views it in a different
perspective.

"The more good players
available for England the bet-
ter," he said. "We have strict
and very carefully interpreted
regulations about qualification
for the Test side.

“In Graeme Hick's case, we
have a young player who has

had to wait seven years to be-
come eligible.

"He must be the outstand-
ing player of his age in
England, given his reecord to
date, and I'm delighted to have

GRAEME HICK... England’s future batting saviour?

ick to end 7-year wait

a

someone of his ability avaflable
to us. He's strong, he hits the
bad ball for four and he con-
centrates very well.

"That doesn't mean, of
course. that he's an automatic

The Derily Star 7

e e — e o

selection this summer. Graeme
has got to force his way in
the side like everyone clse.”

Yet after England’s batting
agonies during the recent
Ashes Series in Australia,
Hick's name is almost certain
to be one of the first written
down by the selectors when
they choose their teams to face
West Indies in the forthcoming
Season.

Hick's essentially sound
technique, timing and place-
ment are key elements of his
batting but equally significant
are his application and con-
centration.

Completing a century can
be the moment for some bats-
men to relax : For Hick it is
merely the signal to mark a
fresh guard and settle down in
pursuit of a double century.

Such dedication to run-
making has helped him
rewrite the record books, no-
tably in 1988.

During that English season
he became only the ecighth
player to score 1,000 runs be-
fore the end of May, including
his career-best 405 not out
against Somerset — a
Worcestershire record and the
second highest score ever in
first-class matches in England.

Last season Hick became
the youngest player in cricket
history to complete 50 first-
class centuries, reaching the
landmark 82 days before his
24th birthday to break the
record Don Bradman had held
for 55 years.

Hick's expected entry Lo
the Test scene offers one of
the intriguing prospecis lor
1991, not least because his
ability to rise to the big occa-
sion will be under scrutiny

After failing in two one-day
domestic finals at Lord's dur-
ing the last three seasons,
Hick will want to confirm he
has the temperament as well
as the skill to seek his place
among the great batsmen ol
Test history

Graf's warning to Seles

SAN ANTONIOQ,
April 1: Steffi
Gral ook a step
toward regaining
the top women's
tennis

on Sunday with a 6-4, 6-3
victory over top-ranked
Monica Seles to claim the US
Women's Hardcourt
championship title for the
third time, reports AP,

It was Graf's first tourna-
ment victory since November's
Virginia Slims of New England
and her first over Seles since
1989.

Graf, ranked No. 2 in the
world, had last met Seles in
the 1990 French Open finals,
which Seles won 7-6, 6-4. Gral
improved her career lead over
Seles to 4-2.

Seles, 17, ascended to the
No. 1 world ranking on March
Il after Gral's record reign of
186 weeks. Because the US
Women's Hardcourt
Championships is only a 32-
player draw, Gral will not over-
take Seles In the computer
rankings.

But Graf. 21, acknowledged
that she hoped her victory
Sunday would be a turning
point.

"l think I'm on the right
way now.” a smiling Graf said.
“l think | made her play. That's
a good feeling to have.”

Gral started slowly, failing
to step into her shots and net-
ting many of them on the way
to losing two service games
and lalling behind 4-1 in the
first set. But she stormed back
in the sixth game to break
Seles’ service at love.

Two games later. Grafl broke
Seles again to even the match
at 4-4 and won the first set
with a third service break. The
set ended with a lob by Graf
that landed on the baseline.

Both players started the
sccond set by holding their
serve, but Graf got a erucial
service break to take a 4-2
lead. Seles had missed a break-
point opportunity at 2-2 when
Gral hit a volley putaway at the
net. Seles another break
opportunity in the seventh

game, but a Graf service ace at
deuce followed by a down-the-
line winner gave her a 5-2
lead. -

Seles had one last break
poinlt to put the second set
back on serve in the ninth

STEFFI GRAF ..

game, but a Gral volley, a Seles
shot into the net and a Graf
cross-court winner ended the
match.

"She was hitting the ball
well, and | had to keep hitting
great shots back, but that's
hard to do constantly.” Seles
said. "She pulled out a lot of
points on her serve.”

Gral narrowed Seles' lead in
the computer ranking from 23
points (o 16 in a system that

. a gratifyaing vic

averages out performances
over the past year.

But Graf said the ranking
matters less than the return of
her confidence that had waned
in the last few months.

“The way | played the last

few matches makes me feel
better, and | look forward to
the next few matches.” Graf
said.

Gral won the US Women's
Hardcourt title twice after the
tournament was revived iIn
1988 but did not enter las!
year because of a thumb injury
Seles was the defending
champion

The victory earned Graf
45.000 dollars.

Navratilova fit and

COLUMBIA, April
I: Martina Navra-
tilova has been on
Hilton Head |ls-
land for a week,

a foun

be a Afth vie

c .Ilr

Now, she just can re«
member to stay aggressive on
the clay courts at the
Sca Racquet Club

me maore passive than | should
be,” she said. “You have 1o be
more passive than you can be
on a normal court. But | tend
10 take that a step o far”
Toward that end. Navra-
tilova left the cold of Colorado
for the warmth of Hilton Head

In the Family Circle tour-
ney, she won in 1982 and
1983, then didn't return until
|1988. when she defealed
Gabricla Sabatini in three sets.
Navratilova lost in the semifi-
nals in 1989, but came back
beat Jennifer Capriati 6-2, 6-4
in 1990 for her 150th singles
crowm.

Can Navratilova win again?

“I'm the top seed, but you've
got (six) out of the top 10
players in the world playing in
this. so anything can happen,”
she sajd. "Sabatini's been very

hot. She's playing good tennis,

| think she's a better player on

clay then | am.
"The other girls are not ex-
actly pushovers. So it's going to

be a dogfight ”
Monica Seles and Stelll

\

Jahangir confirms

return to form

GLASGOW., April |: Jahangr
Khan, world champion on six
occasions, confirmed his re
turmm to form by beating Aus-
tralian Chris Dittmar 5-15, 17
16. 15-10, 15-13 in the final
of the Scottish Open squash
championship on Sunday. re-
ports Reuter.

The 28-year-old Pakistani
missed five months of this sea
son suffering from mental and
physical exhaustion but
bounced back to winning form
when he defeated current
world champion Jansher Khan
in the German Open final last
week.

Although Dittmar was top
seeded in Glasgow, Jahangir's
victory in Cologne made him a
firm favourite to take the
Scottish title

However Dittmar stormed
through the opening game and
the Australian looked set to
move still further ahead when
he overturned an 8-12 deficit
to serve for the second game
at 14-13.

But Jahangir eventually took
that second game after 30
minutes and always had the
edge through the third.

Dittmar led 13-12 in the
fourth game but [ailed to win
another peints as Jahangir
claimed a victory after one and
a half hours that keeps him on
course for his attempt next

month to win the British Open
for a 10th year in succession

Fernandez, Sukova

win title

TARPON SPRINGS, Florida,
Apr 1: Gigi Fernandez and He
lena Sukova overcame a 5-1
third-set deficit Sunday to win
the 200,000-dollar Light n'
Lively Doubles title. reports AP.

The pair won 6-4. 4-6. 7-6
(7-3) over Natalia Zvereva and
Larisa Savchenko of the Soviet
Unfon.

Sukova ol Czechoslovakia
and Fernandez of Puerto Rico
spiit the 75,000 dollars win
ner's check. Zvereva and

mh nko shared 35,000 dol-

reaqay

CGral, who are ranked Nos. |
and 3. are the tour-

. But Sabatini, one of
d": better clay-court players
on the women's tour, is back.
Two other top 10 players

withdrew— Mary Joe Fer




