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City markets hostage
in hands of coterie

By Shahiduzzaman Khan

Ah gap between the
prices of essential commodi-
tics in the wholesale and the
retail markets persists due. 1o
manipulation by a section of
dishonest traders

A random survey of both the
markets suggests retailers are
‘obliged’ to sell commodities
at prices fixed by the group
whe control both the markets.

If any retailer is found to
sell commodities at a lower
price, he may face the danger
ofhdly harassed by the co-
terie traders who manipu-
late the market. It is difficult

5
X
2
S
:
2

ﬂn F"
ng%i; A3

35 -

£ L

:

=

.

-]

-

JP MPs

From Page 1 Col 8
Speaker Reazuddin Ahmed
Bhola Miah, who was clccted
MP on JP tickct observed that
the government had failed to
create congenial atmosphere
for the JP MPs to take oath.
The meeting also has given a
fresh ultimatum to the gov-
ernment urging creating of
congenial atmosphere by re-
mrrty chairman ousted

t Ershad and other
former ministers of Jatiya
who were elected MP by

1.

Thé meeting of the parlia-
mentary party was adjourned
till 5 p.m. on April 1.

‘Party sources said they
would also the clec-
tion of women MPs at the
higher court il the election
were held before taking oath

Sirajul Haque
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tried 40 change ovcr to parlia-

mentary form of government
with the su of Jatiya Party
in 1987. BNP was not in’
the Parliament.

UNB adds: When contacted
over telephone, Sajeda Chow-
dhury confirmed reccipt of the
resignation lctter and said the
Awami League Central Commi-
ttee will take the final deci-.
sion in the matter.

in his letter, Haque said he
had decided to resign from the
Awami "in the interest
of my professional duty and
because of my preoccupation
as a lawyer”.

He further said, "To avoid
all kinds of misunderstanding
and embarrassment to my

, | have decided to retire
rom active politics... and this
letier may be created as resig-
nation from the party as well if
the authorities so decide.”

Haque, a close friend of

hu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, joined Awami League
in 1954. He was elected a
Member of the National Asse-
mbly in 1970 and Member of
Parliament in 1973 on Awami
ticket.
1 Haque, who has now
to defend Ershad, was
arrested and detained in
Dhaka Central Jail by the
Ershad government in 1982
for organising the lawyers
strike in Supreme Court
against decentralisation of the
High Court.

AL questions
election to .
women seats

Bangladesh Awami League
Friday said the elections for
the 30 parliamentary seats re-
scrved for women was "unco-
nstitutional and undemocratic”
as bye-elections to ten cons-
tituencies were yet to be held.

Mohammad: Nasim, Public-
ity Secretary of Awami League,
told BSS that this opinion was
expressed in a meeting of the

rty's parliamentary group

eld in Dhaka. The meeting
discussed the elections for the
reserved seats scheduled for
April 4.

it was stated that the clec-
toral roll of the 300-member
house would remain incom-
plete unless bye-eclections
were held to fill up the ten
seats which fell vacant follow-
ing the resignation of candi-
dates who won from more than
one censtituencies, Mr Nasim
added.

at Tk 8 in the wholesale mar-
kct, but one kg ol earrot is
charged at Tk 6 by the retail-
ers.

The prices of different va
ricties of pulses differ in the
same way in both the markets.
A kg of masur variety sells al
Tk 25 in the retail markets, it
sells at Tk 28 to 30 per kg.

Prices also differ from mar-
ket to market in the city.

Prices of beel and chicken
have shown a downward trend.
Prices of these two {tems
soared at the start of Ramzan,
but -now beef is selling af Tk
850 per kg compared to Tk 60
two wecks before. A medium
size chicken now sells at Tk
680 in the retafl markets in

place of Tk 75 to Tk 80 at the |

start ol Ramzan.

Mcanwhile prices of [ish
and lemon marked a phenom-
¢nal rise in both the markets
after the start of Ramzan.
Traders say there was no ap-
parent reason for the spiral in
price of lemon. The supply,
though scanty, is being steadily
maintained [rom the lemon-
growing arcas ol the country.
Lemon sells at Tk 16 to Tk 20
per four in the rctail markets
against its pre-Ramgzan price of
Tk 6 to Tk 8 per four. Traders
say, as. this is an essential
Iftaris item its demand has
risen manifold and so did the
price, surpassed all previous
records. During the corre-
sponding period last year the
item was sold at Tk 8 per four.

As the rivers, ponds and
canals have dried up, there is
an acute scarcity of fish of all
varicties. Hilsha, Ruhi, Kalla,
Magur, Boal and other varicties
are in short supply in the mar-
kets and the prices are exorbi-
tantly high. A medium size
Hilsha sells at Tk 50 to Tk 60
com to Tk 40 to Tk 45
before the Ramzan. A medium

size Ruhi is priced at Tk 200
to Tk 250. Price of other small
varietics are also high.

Alflter a slight increase at the
start of the month of Ramzan,
the rrlnn of rice remaincd

y in the retail markets.
Finer Aman varicties sell at Tk
16 to Tk 17 per kg while
other Aman varietics sell at Tk
13 to Tk 14 a kg. Coarse vari-
eties are being sold at Tk 12 to
Tk 13 per kg.

Sugar price has shown a
downtrend. It now sells at Tk
28 to Tk 29 per kg compared
to Tk 30 to 32 during the start
of Ramzan. Traders say smug-
gled sugar had the lo-
cal market and as such, the
pricc came down. The local
sugar mills are in real dilemma
with huge- stocks of unsold
sugar. The price of molasses
has risen to Tk 24 per kg
com to Tk 18 to Tk 20 a
fcw days back.

Prices of baby food and
powdered milk varicties re-
main static. Most of the tinned
milk brands sell between Tk

Suranjit
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to attend the [irst sitting on

April 5 under his chairman-
ship, he would adjourn the
house for an indefinite period.
After this statement,
Sengupta said, members of
t could move a reso-

lution under article 74(C) ol
the constitution for his re-
moval from the office of the

He said the Speaker has
abused his by his state-
ment and requested the Acting
President to persuade the

r to choose an alterna-
tive for the sake of democracy
as well as constitutional conti-
nuity.

Sengupta, a well-known
parliamentarian, said the
Speaker and the Deputy
Speaker, il they so wish, may
remain absent in many ways.

In this , he referred

to sub-article (2), (3) and (4)

of article 74 of the
Constitution and article 12 (2)
of the Rules of Procedure
wherein, he said, it has been
clecarly stated how the House
would be conducted in their
absence.

Article 12 (2) of the Rules
of Procedure says: If at any
time, at a sitting of parliament
neither the Speaker nor the
Deputy Speaker nor any per-
son on the pancl of Chairmen
is present, the Secretary shall
in the house of that fact,
and thé House shall, by a mo-
tion, elect one of the members
present to preside.

Sengupta hoped that the
Speaker would voluntarily re-
main absent, otherwise the
members of parliament would
be compelled to take their
OWn course.

"In view of Lthe present po-
litical reality, he (Speaker)
should not come to attend the
House and pollute its atmo-
sphere and make his position
further ridiculous.”

Editor : S. M. All
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Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia Friday presented a rickshaw to Harunur Rashid,

husband of Hasina who was killed in the recent anti-autocracy movement, at the Banani

office of BNP.

— PID photo

Khaleda:
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tural scctors in consistent with
its political compulision.

The Prime Minister also as-
sured that stern action would
be initiated to bringing about
discipline in the banking and
industrial sectors and elimi-
nate wastage and inefliciency
from the government sectors
and corporations.

The Prime Minister pointed
out that it had been found that
budgetary and fiscal indisci-
pline and staggering financial
mismanagement and corrup-
tion were motivated actions of
the past regime. This action
had left unhappy and accumu-
lated problems which the new
government is confronting,
she said.

Begum Zia said the new
government would need some
time and cooperation from
donor agencies like World
Bank, IMF and Asian Develop-
ment Bank to resolve this
accumulated problem left over
by the discredited Ershad
regime.

Begum Zia said, “since we
are a pcople’s government, we
will be able to accept the re-
form programmes as long as
those are not imposing too
much burden and inconve-
nience to. the poor people.”

The visiting World Bank
dclegation also met Finance
and Planning Minister Saifur
Rahman.

They discussed and ex-
changed views on dilferent
aspects of bilateral Issues and
matters of mutual interests
particularly the financial and

Reforms

industrial sectors credil pro-
grammes in Bangladesh.

He said industries would be
brought nearer to the people
rather people to the indus-
tries. In this regard he
stressed Lhe expansion of in-
dustrial investment all over the
country according to the local
potentials to bring the national
economy as production ori-

ented.
He also emphasised the

nced for increasing the inter-
nal resource mobilisation
aimed at financing the produc-
tion-oriented development
programmes in the country.

The Finance and Planning
Minister said the government
would implement the primary
and secondary education pro-
gramme on priority basis mak-
ing the programme universal
for overall socio-economic de-
velopment.

The meeting noted that the
World Bank would assure all
out support and assistancc in
implementing the primary and
sccondary cducalion pro-
grammes and other develop-
ment efforts in Bangladesh.

The construction of Jamuna
Multi-Purpose Bridge also
came up in the discussion,

The World Bank official also
discussed different aspects of
trade and industrial policies,
health and family planning
programmes, [DA credit pro-
grammes and technical assis-
tance in *sh.

The mission chiefl of World
Bank in Bangladesh,
Willoughby and scnior officials
of World Bank, were present
on the occasion.

J

Mother, child
killed, 12 hurt

in accidents

A mother and her one year
old child were crushed under
the wheels of a minibus on
Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue near
Kawran Bazar last evening, re-
ports UNB.

Rehana (22) was crossing
the road ncar WASA buildin
taking her onc ycar old chi
in the lap when the speeding
minfbus knocked them down
at around 7.30 pm, witncsses
and police said.

The agitated pedestrians
and local people jumped into
the spot and a num-
ber of passing vehicles forcing
the busy important road lo
close for t ¢ from Sonar-
gaon crossing to Mohakhali radl
crossing for more than two
hours.

The bodies were senl to
Dhaka Medical College llos-
pital for autopsy. ’

Ia another incident, at least
12 people, including two
women, were scriously injured
when two minibuses collided
near Asad Gate Friday morn-
ing, Fire Service sources said,
reports UNB.

The injured passengers
were rushed to Lhe Dhaka
Medical College Hospital.

They were identiflied as
Nanita Mondal [50), Ranubala
(27). Abdur Rashid (28], Nurul
Islam (26), Abdul Aziz (30),
Kalidash Mondal (28), Krishna
Chandra (30), Mizanur Rahman
(35), Subhash Chandra (25),
Dhaman Ali (35), Anil (27)
and Shadhan Chandra
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Three Dhaka Medical College Students injured
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Iraqi troops
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Hammoud{ is nead of the
Arab Desk at the Iragi Foreign
Ministry. He spoke to re-
porters at Cairo airport when
he arrived to represent Bagh-
dad at an Arab League meeting
on Saturday.

Earlier report adds : The
PUK spokesman said rebels
had captured 150 pro-iraqi
Iranian dissidents, accused by
Kurds of fighting as mercenar-
jes for Baghdad, at Altin Ko-
pru, a town about 25 miles (40
km) northwest of Kirkuk on
the road to the city of Irbil.

" About 150 of the merce-
naries of Mujahideen Khalgq
who took part in the assaulit
on the rebels were captured,”

he said.
~ Belore Saddam invaded
Kuwait last August Kirkuk pro-

duced one-third of Iraqg's oil. It
also controls a key pipeline.

Irag's Defence Ministry
newspaper Al-Qadissiyah said
on Friday that Kurdish rebels
in the north were retreating in
the face of a successful gov-
ernment drive againist them.

The government daily Al-
Jumbouriyah said Iraq had
foiled "the major parts of the
conspiracy in central and
southern Iraq”, and would soon

crush the revolt in the north.

The PUK spokesman also

reported on Friday the capture
of Shaykhan, a town about 60

! km (40 miles) northeast of

Mosul, Irag’s third biggest cnr.

He said rebels were consol-
ida their grip on routes to
Mosul, Saddam’s last stro-
nghold in northern Iraq. “
Mosul is not less important
than Kirkuk. Its capture would
constitute a turning point in

the fight against Saddam,” he
added.

He accused Iraqi authoritics
of expelling more than
100,000 Kurdish women,
children, and old people [rom
the Kirkuk area and said thou-
sands 6f men of fighting age
had been seized.

Shi'ite oppositlion sourccs
in Damascus said rcbels had
retaken Karbala and wcre
fighting on in Basra and Najal.

Both Karbala and Najal arc
holy cities for Shi'ites.

The Shi'ite sources said

was under a State of
Sicge with daily demonstra-
tions and clashes between
rebels and Saddam'’s security
forces and Republican Guards
deployed in the city after what
the solrces said were reports
of a coup plot. .

The PUK spokesman ap-,
pcaled for immediate interna-
tional humanitarian aid, cspe-
cially food, " or thousands of
Kurds would die of starvation.”

He said Iraqgi forees on Fri-
day attacked Shamshamal
town, some 60 km (40 miles)
east of Kirkuk, with napalm
and phosphorus bombs, killing
and wounding many civilians.

Hindu-Muslim
clash in India

NEW DELHI, Mar 286:
Clashes between Hindus and
Muslims continued for the
sixth straight day today killing
at least 10

le in eastern
Indian town of in Orissa
state, des

attempts by po-
lice rel ments to quell
the violence, the Press Trust
of India (PTI) reported, states
AFP.
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in Fridays clash at hospital - —Star photo

Medical College
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But clashes between the
two rival groups again oc-
curred at the Fazle Rabbi
llostel at 11 at night. JCD
members Siraj, Tinku, Rasel
and BCL workers Chishti,
Himu were wounded. Three
blank ‘shots were fired and,
chase and counter-chase also
tpok place during the time.

JCD and BCL held each
other responsible for the re-
newed clashes.

Following the incidents,
cight contingents of riot police
were deployed in the hostel
compound. The Principal and
other senior teachers ol the
college rushed to the spot and
stayed there whole night.

At 6 am on Friday, they
called a joint meeting of the
JCD and BCL leaders. But the
BCL leaders did not res
Later, the disciplinary board at
its meeting decided to close
the college for an indefinite
period.

Comilla High Court
documents
brought to Dhaka

From QOur Correspondent

COMILLA, Mar 29 : Police
on Thursday midnight rc
moved documents and papers
of Comilla High Court to Dhaka.

Local lawyers and students
of Comilla Law College have
been staging sit-in outside
Comilla High Court to prevent
transfer of documenis to
Dhaka since March 9.

Advocate ‘Abdul Motaleb, a
leader of Comiilla High Court
Implementation Committee
said they would soon declare a
fresh programmc.

pond.

Schwarzkopf
apologises
to Bush

RIYADH, Mar 29: Gen H

| Norman Schwarzkopf, com-

mander of US forces In the
Gulf War, said Friday that he
apologised to US President
George Bush and that he sup-
ported the decision to end the
war 100 per cent, reports AP
Schwarzkopl seemed cager
to repair any differences with
Bush as quickly as possible. He

_Mlhtumnrknhmin—

scssion after visiting

" the Joint Information Bureau

of the US Central Command.
"I apologise to the Pre-
sident. | said | am

' sorry that a poor choice of
' words on my part in any way

would resull in dishonour cast
upon you,” Sc { said a
day after he spoke on the
phone with Bush.

"He's my Commander-in-
Chief and he said, I'm telling
you, Just forget it. It's not im-
portanl.”

The dustup began alter
comments that Schwarzkopf
made in a US television Wed-
nesday night in which he
appeared lo suggest that he
had disagreed with Bush's de-
cision to call a cease-fire to the
war on Fe 27.

"Frankly, my recommenda-
tion had been, you know, con-
tinue the march. | mean we
had them in a rout,” Schwarz-
kop{ said In the interview,
taped March 20.

Bush, upon learning Wed-
nesday of the General's
comments, declared, "There
was total agreement on when
this war should end,” and
Defence Secrctary Richard
Cheney issued a statement say-
ing Schwarzkopf “raised no ob-
jection to terminating hostili-
ties.”

But Friday, Schwarzkopl

said: "If | could do the whole
thing all over again, | know |
would change the word ‘reco-
mmend’ to say ‘we (nitially
planned.’ Because that's what it
was.”
On Thursday, Bush called
Schwarzkopl and told him
“this is much ado about noth-
ing,” according to deputy
presidential press secretary
Roman Popadiuk.

The spokesman said Bush
assured the General that
"they're on the same wave-
length and that this s one of
those little irritants that ..
shouldn't, you know, be come
any big thing.”

Popadiuk had refused to say
what Schwarzkopf told Bush.

Gram sarkar
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chief)] and eight members in-
cluding two women.

Each 'palli parishad’ was to
be clected for a three-year
term. However, the law also
empowered the
constitute ‘palli parishads’
with persons nominated by it

The government of Ershad,
however, could not constitute
any 'palli parishad’ in the one
and a halfl years that followed
the passage of the actL

* Gram sarkar’. which also
compriscd one ‘gram pradhan’
and over ten other members,
was formed by the Bangladesh
Nationalist Party (BNP) gov-
ernment in 1980 under an ex-
ecutive order in 85 thousand

villages.

The 'gram sarkar was en-
trusted with different village-
level developmental activities
with the main emphasis on or-
ganising activities on the basis
of “‘voluntar labour’.
Government oflicials at the
erstwhile thanas had consti-
tuted the ‘gram sarkars’ in re-

spective areas.

The ‘palli parishad' act
listed ten functions for each
palli parishad, Which included
increasing !::-eod agricultural ll'l:l
foodgrains uction, popula-
tion control and family plan-
ning, eradication of illiteracy
and e n of mass cduca-
tion, settlement of disputes to
maintain peace and discipline,
and lending cooperation to law
enforcing agencies, develop-
ment and welfare activities lor
villagers, and duties assigned

by the government.
Reintroduction of ‘gram

sarkar iIs a political commit-

ment of the ruling Bangladesh
Nationalist Party.

China happy

| over Khaleda’s
| assumption of

premiership

Chinese Foreign Minister
Qian Qichen has said that
China is happy that a new cab-
inet headed by Begum Khaleda
Zia has been formed in Bang-
ladesh and that Bangladesh's
new Parliament is going (o
meet soon, reports BSS.

Mr Qian was addressing a
dinner hosted by Bangladesh
Ambassador to China Mr
Farooq Sobhan in observance
of the 20th anniversary ol
Independence and National

Daylnﬂﬂjlrl',m'dl:zm;
message received in .

mment to_
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war government, plunging ltaly hhnuﬁ“dhﬂ

to early national clections. The crisis
proval of urgently needed measures to

reports Reuter

is likely to suspend ap-

Hussein meets Mitterrand

PARIS, Mar 29 ° King

ITussetn of Jordan met loday with

President Francois Mitlerrand for wmiks 0 focus on
lhr:-l—_

the post-Gull war situation,
The King. on his first visit

late last month, went w0 the
midday today for the meeting

since the end

n-uuu;l-:-::-

ing luncheon with Mitterrand, reports AFP.

Georgians to break with Moscow

TBILISI, Mar 29 : The southern Soviet
is expected to vote overwhelmingly

of

Georgla
on Su to break with

Moscow, adding to Mikhail Gorbachev's
mhnulumlm is fractious country. Georglan
Zviad G urdia ted that his people would vote

restore the Indepe

of their mountainous republie,

crushed 70 years ago by the communists, reports Reuter.

15 killed in grenade blast

ARANYAPRATHET (Thailand),

Mar 29 : M least 15

Cambodian refugees were killed and more than 60 injured
after two hand grenades were lobbed inte a crowd of about

2,000

people at a Thal border camp. Most of the casualties
were refugees attending a big dance party

by camp

organiscd
authoritics. The camp, about 65 km (40 miles) north of this
border town, hosts mostly civilian followers of the non-com-

munist Khmer People’'s National Liberation Front [KPNLF) led
by former Cambedian Prime Minister Son Sann, reports

TReuter,

US servicemen face court martial

ummmmhmprnquum:mmm
men face court for allegedly trying to sabotage the US

aircralt carrier ranger during |

Gull war, a US

spokesman said today. Airman Apprentice Abdul Shaheed,
and Seaman Apprentice James Moss, 21, would be tried for

mutiny and refusing

to obey orders while the USS Ranger was

deployed near the Gulf to fly sortics against Iragl forees, re-

ports Reuter.

Seven hacked to death in Africa

JOHANNESBURG, Mar 29 : Scven Black men were found
shot and hacked to death alter factional fighting in south

Africa’s township balttlegro

unds. One corpse was found

stabbed and hacked and a second had bullet wounds from an
AK-47 assault rifle in Johannesburg's volatile Alexancra
Shantytown, a police spokeswoman said, report Reuter.

Toerris
human

BEWING, Mar 29: Alter an
embarrassing mistake in which
it published a message calling
on Premicr LI Peng to quit,
China's official People’'s Daily
has now blotted its copybook
by declaring a revolut
hero dead while he is still
alive.

The Communist Party pa-
per, in an article Tuesday
praising old revolutionaries,
said that Zhang Guoji before he
died, lived for 22 years in the
same ordinary red brick house
facing the street.

The item clearly brought
swift complaints.

On Wednesday, the daily
prcminently featured a boxed
article on the still spritely
Zhang Guoji, Deputy to the
National Pecople's Congress.

Former DU VC
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Prof Mannan, however, told
UNB over telephone that he
was forced by a group of
youngmen to write the note.

Prof Mannan, now a mem-
ber of the Public Service
Commission, was asked to
write and sign the statement
after he was reportedly taken
foreibly inside a cloth shop
outside the New Markel soon
aller he came out of his car at
about 1 pm. He mmplwd“;hcn
the n threate to
sct ablaze his car.

Police later escorted the
former VC to his residence.

Prof Mannan, who resigned
from the post of VC in March,
1900, amid widespread trou-
ble in the campus, sald he was
felling insecure after the inci-
dent.

Eleven university students,
mostly lcaders of Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal UJCD), were ex-
pelled by the Mannan adminis-
tration on Sept 19, 1987, for
their alleged involvement iIn

campus violence.

Comilla jail
From Page | Col 5

Nidarabad murder case ol
Brahmanbaria, was caught and
scnl to the condemned cell.
He was escaped from the jail
when the rebellious
came out of their loc and
fought gunbattle with the
guards on Wednesday. The jail
authorities also transferred 14
prisoners from wards to cells.

Rifles (BDR) was
ordered to withdrawn from in
and around the jail as the situ-
ation became normal. But the
order did not came into eflect
till last night

Jail authorities today
handed over one more body of
Wednesday's victims to  his
relatives. The authorities
buricd three other bodies.

A large number of people
including women Wwere scen
waiting at the jafl gate Lo In-

ire about the condition ol

relatives in the jall

Chittageng Divisional
Commissioncr M A Bari visited

onary |

Lazy schoolboy
snipes at
academic

qualifications

LONDON, Mar 29: British
Prime Minister John Major has /|
said he was a lazy schoolboy,

but remains unimpressed by
academic qualifications and

says he learnt more in “the

university of life,” reports AFP.
"| was certainly idle
at school”, the -year-old

Major said in a television in-
terview due to be broadcast on
. But | have never been
over-impressed by academic
qualifications. They are wholly
useless, most of them®.
The British Premier, son of
a circus family, also
arrival could
mistake®.

personality and
upbeat image. 2
will have to take me as | am.”
I am not in the business of
changing myself. | dont think
it would be right®.
Major.nhrmhlnkﬂlﬁll
being Prime Minister was not
*actually harder work than
other jobs he had had, But
makes 18 more difficult fixing
in the th one likes doing,
and s g time with the

His wife Nonea said last
week that he was impatient for
the arrival of the Easter holi-
days when he would have a
chance for a resl

Major also described his
predecessor Margaret Thate-
her, dubbed the “lron Lady"
and gently criticised for her
uncaring image, as a *loveable
character”.

*There are innumerable
acts of kindness that one could
point to over the last few
years", he added.

AL PP meet
on April 3

By Staff Correspondent
A meeting of the Awami
League Parliamentary Party
(ALPP) will be held on April 3

at 10 am at the Bha-
varn.

According o sources,
the meeting will finalise its

strategy for the first session of
the newly clected parliament,
which begins on April 5. The
deputy leader of ALPP will be
clected in the meeting. AL
chicf Sheikh Hasina has al-
ready been elected leader of



