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Cement: Which have you
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bought —

underweight bags or adulterated ones ?

the buyers In such a perfect
condition.

To understand the problem,
we must know details of the

production, requirements and
trade of cement in the country.

frequently due to fits acute
as a natural conse-
quence following scarcity,
often there is phenomenal rise
in price. In October last year, a
of cement was sold be-
tween Taka 275 and Taka 300.
The price fixed by the gov-
ernment for a bag was Taka
150. The price of each bag of
cement was between Taka 220
and Taka 225 in the city mar-
ket on Wednesday.

According to an estimate,
the annual requirement of ce-
ment in the country is 10 lakh
50 thousand tons. We have only
two cement factories now —
the Chhatak Cement Factory
and the Chittagong Clinker
Grinding Factory. These two
factories ce four and a
half lakh tons of cement per
year. The rest is imported
mostly from the People's
Republic of China, Indonesia,
South Korea, Malayasia and
India. The setting up of a new
cement factory, Surma Cement
Factory, in Sylhet in the public
sector under the Bangladesh
Chemical Industries
Corporation (BCIC) 1is

at a snail’'s pace.

The plan for setting up the

was taken several years

ago with the expectation of
the supply of limestone

India. But India is reluc-

tant to su stones, a BCIC
source The Daily Star,
Meanwhile, government has
approved the establishment of
four cement clinker grinding
factories in the private sector
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Chowdhury told The Daily Star
that Article 74(6) of the Con-
stitution required him to con-
duct the business of the House
till his successor entered upon
the office.

The changeover may take
only five minutes, and he will
leave as his successor enters
the House after taking oath
from the Acting President at
Parliament buflding, he said.

Those who dislike a sitting
with Shamsul Huda Chowdhury

that he represents a House
that has been rejected by the
people through a mass up-
surge. And thus the normal
constitutional provisions do
not apply.

However, since oath has
been taken from a person des-
ignated by the Speaker taking

Comilla Jail
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demand unconditional release
of all prisoners convicted dur-
ing the Ershad regime and
improvement of jail manage-
ment. The rebellious prisoners
gheraoed 25 jail guards, kept
them hostage and started at-
tacking them with Ilethal
weapons. The prisoners seri-
ously wounded the Deputy
Jailor with ram dao creating
tension inside the jail. At this
stage, other guards opened
fire to bring the rebellious
prisoners under control and
eight were killed on the spot.
The Deputy Commissioner
rushed there and ordered to
stop the firing.

The district administration
was not informed of the fnei-
dent in time though its office
is sftuated within 100 yards of
the jail, it was alleged. Three
hundred rounds of shots were
fired by the jail guards, it is
reported.

By Khalilur Rahman

to meet a substantial part ol
the country's requirement ol
cement. The per capita use of

the item in Bangladesh s one
of the lowest in the world now.

With regard to the import
of cement, about six lakh tons

a year, a government official
said, of the total quantity, only

about 25 per cent are im-
ported by the Trading
Corporation of Bangladesh
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sure to supply cement both for
public sector construction and

te use. It can meel only a
part of the demand with the
very small quantity that the or-
ganisation imports. So there is
no chance or need for Lhe

state trading body to lurpiy
underweight bags or aduiter-

ated ones, the official added.
A section of the unscrupu-
lous private importers is thus

1 L
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(TCB), the state trading body.
The rest is imported by the
private sector, The require-
ment of cement during the
next five may exceed 20
lakh tons, a dependable source
told me.

Bulk of locally produced
cement is consumed in the
public sector while a small
quantity is distributed among
the members of the public on

ty basis. Packed in gunny

, the locally produced ce-
ment has the standard weight
and the scope of adulteration
is non-existent as the bags are
promptly disposed of as soon
as these reach distribution

s. In some cases the de-

is made directly from

the factory to the agencies cor

parties concerned by the au-
thorities.

As regards the TCB-im-
ported cement, a Commerce
Ministry official said the TCB
remains under constant pres-

luctant

cognizance of his presence,
the best course for him is ei-
ther to resign or to designate
somebody to preside over the
first sitting.

Shamsul Huda Chowdhury
says he has no choice.

If the House does not look
functioning in an orderly man-
ner during the first sitting, he
may have to adjourn it, maybe
for hours to bring order.

He said so far the
changeover from the Jatiya
Party rule has been in accor-
dance with the Constitution
and the change of Speaker
would be the last step in the
process. |

MPs who vehemently op-
pose this view say, that they
would not have insisted on tak-
ing oath from somebody other
than Chowdhury, if they were
mentally prepared to have a
sitting of Parliament with him
inn the chair.

Govt, opposition
should jointly
solve problems

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia said in Dhaka
Thursday that both the gov-
ernment and the opposition
political es have the re-
sponsibility in ‘solving the
problems confronting the
country and the people, re-
ports BSS. : x

Prime Minister was talking
to two Members of Parliament
and a leader belonging to the
Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) at her resi-
dence.

The CPB-leaders assured

the Prime Minister that they

would lend support to the gov-
ernment both in and outside

the Parliament in its efforts to
give institutional shape to

democracy.

engaged in selling under-
weight cement bags in the
market, according to reliable
sources. The shortage in each
bag ranges from three kilo-
grams to five kilograms.
Cement imported under pri-
vate sector is largely available
in country’s retail shops.

Morcover, an organised
gang of dishonest traders,
taking advantage of the short-
age, procures ccment which
has become condensed
through their agents and crush
those to power and mix in bags
for sale.

This practice is going
on almost unchecked, some
cement dealers stated. Use of
adulterated cement in con-
struction can prove hazardous
in course of time.

So, better you prepare your-
sell for taking an underweight
bag than an adulterated one.

Sirajul Haque
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form of government if Sir-
ajul Haque defends him in the
court. He said, no show cause
notice was received by him

from Awami League till now.
Meanwhile, acting chairman
of Jatlya Party Mizanur Rahman
c in a statement said
his party stood for presidential
form of government since its
inception and he did not know
about the letter pur-
ported to have been sent by
Ershad as reported in a sec-
tion of the press. Mr Chowd-
hury wanted a clarification
from the Home Ministry as to
how the former President

could send a letter through
¢ without

Advocate Sirajul Haqu
the knowledge of the Home
Ministry. . :

Advocate Haque met the
former President at the Gul-
shan sub-jail on Tuesday to
discuss about the arms case

st him. Earlier, Ershad °
requested him through the
Home Ministry to defend his
case. Advocate Haque also told
The Daily Star that he is ready
to defend any case since he is
a professional.

When contacted on Thurs-
day to know party's reaction to
this issue, Mohammad Nasim,
MP, publicity secretary of
Awami , told this corre-
spondent that the party had no
approval for Advocate Sirajul
Haque's decision to defend Er-
shad or to meet him at the
sub-jail

“*Anybody, holding a re-
sponsible position in Awami

, meets Ershad or de-
fends him at the court, must
sever his relationship with the
party before doing that®, said
Nasim adding, “If he does'nt
do that, we will take our deci-
sion in this regard.”

However, Mohammad

taking any action against Advo-

| cate Sirajul Haque, Awami
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League leadership would
ascertain whether he met the
deposed President or decided

to defend him.
“A member of Awami
cannot be allowed to

Women seats
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(Naogaon and Natore), Begum
Selina Shaheed (Kushtia,
Mcherpur and Ch ‘
Shamsunnahar Ahmed
Whenidah, Magura and Narail),
Farida Rahman (Jessore and
Satkhira), Syeda Nargis Ali
(Bagerhat and Khulna),
Raushan Ara Hena (Patuakhali,
Barguna and Bhola), Selima
Rahman (Barisal Jhalakathi and
Pirojpur), Anwara Habib
(Tangail), Begum Rahima
Khandoker (Jamalpur and
Sherpur), Mrs. Nurjahan
Yasmin (Mymenshingh), Bani
Ashral (Netrokona and
Kishorganj), Farida Hasan
(Manikganj, Dohar, Keraniganj,
Nawabganj, Dhamrai and
Savar), Sarwari Rahman [Dhaka
district), K. J. Hamida Khanam
(Gazipur and Narsingdi),
Nawab Shamsunnahar
Ahsan and
Mu . Prol. Jahanara
Begum and Faridpur),
Haliza Asma Khatun
(Gopalganj, Madaripur and
Shariatpur), atema
Chowdhury Paru (Sunamgan)|
and Sylhet), Mrs, Khaleda
Rabbani (Maulvibazar and
Habiganj). Asiya Rahman
(Chandpur and Comilla),
Rabeya Chowdhury (Brahm-
anbaria, Devidwar, Homna,
Chandina Daudkandi and
Murad ), Halima Khatun
(Feni, and Lakkhipur)
Rozi Kabir (Chit and
Mamaching (Cox's

mhm, Rangamati

r,
and

President has

The Acting
given Eduction Minister Ba-

druddoza Choudhury the ad-
ditional charge of the Ministry
of Culture,

I union.
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Aggrieved officers
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ment Department with
portionate stafl members
other cadre services.

This most vital wing of the
administration, which deals
with promotion, transfer and
deputation of all top-level offi-
cers including secretaries,
additional secretaries and joint
sccretaries (o the government,
is now stalféed almost entirely
by the members of a particular
civil service cadre. Some of the
officers told The Dailly Star
that how can the members be-
longing to other civil service
cadres get falr treatment when
none of them represents in
the ‘policy-making section of
the administration.

The officers demanded
immediate transfer of 75 offi-
cers of the lar cadre
outside the Secretariat as they
have exceeded their quota

of 100. As per rule up
to 100 officers of that particu-
lar cadre can be at the
Secretariat, some of-

ficers to the ol assistant

The third point of the de-
mands calls for immediate
promotion of officers to

tions from all other cadres

ny demonstrators loudly re-
sented some actions of the
| secretary of the BCS
ministration) Association.
In one such case, the general

Clash at DMC
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The Health Minister as-
sured the setting up of an audi-
torfum at Dhaka Medical Col-
lege and Increasing the
monthly stipend of students.

He also nted a colour
television to the students

ro-

secretary has reguested the
concerned authorities to fill up
the of an assistant sec-
retary at Secretariat {rom a
member of his cadre. They
condemned such an act of In
terference with p r fune
tioning of the administration
An Establishment Depart-
ment source sald they are

aware of the problem and wiil
look into 1t

By-polls
From Page | Col 8

BNP Abdus Salam Talukder,
told BSS that election to the
300-seat Parliament was now
completed with the polls held
in the Kusthia -2 constituency
Thursday. "Only by-elections
are left which the Election
Commission may hold conve-
niently,” he said adding that
Parliament was now fully
constituted.

“*Without by-clections,
women members can now be
elected for the 30 reserved
seats for them"®, he said.

Our Stafl Correspondent
adds: BNP has elec Faziur
Rahman Patal as secre of
the parliamentary party
Thursday at a held at
the Committee Room No | of

Parliament House.

Speaking at the meeting
BNP chairperson advised the
party MPs not to be provoked
by the opposition members
during the session. She said
the BNP as the ruling party
should maintain utmost disci-
pline during the session.

Barrister Salam Talukder
bricfed the party members
about the norms and proce-
dures of the parliament.

The meeting was adjourned
till March 3.

Nasim mentioned that before }

League
defend an autocrat like Ershad
in the name of profession”, |

H

1 ;
P
P

auditorium on Thursday.
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stressed the need for bringing
an end to all sorts ol anarchy
and indiscipline from all
spheres of national life.

In this connection, Begum
Zia referred to the pro-
grammes of the BNP rn-
ment and said the responsibil-
ity of implementing these did
not lie with the party alone.
Since the BNP programmes
had been endorsed by the
people through the national
polls, it was also the duty of all
concerned to extend coopera-
tion in the task of implement-
ing them.

She said the prime objec-

‘tive of the BNP government

was to increase production in
ficlds and factories based on
party's politics of production.

She emphasised that the
people of the country should
be apprised of the situation
prevailing in various national
institutions.

She said all ministries and
departments should publish
white papers so that people
could understand the exact
condition of the national econ-
omy when the new govern-
ment took over.

Dwelling on the economic
situation, Begum Zia said there
were still conspiracies to crip-
ple the national economy
through black marketing,
smuggling and even release of
fake currency notes.

She, therefore, asked the
officials to remain cautious and
alert so that such designs of
the conspirators did not suc-
ceed.

Begum Zia pointed out that
it might not be possible to
eradicate corruption from so-

Sabah youths
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reports they were cruising the
strects with armed uniformed
followers in para-military ve-
hicles.

The Crown Prince warned
they would be punished ‘up to

‘and including hanging from

lightposts for the people to
see' i such activities contin-
ued, the diplomat said.

Opposition politicians have
charged that young men in the
Sabah family were running pri-
vate militias alter an assassina-

_tion attempt on human rights

lawyer Hamad al-Jouaan on
February 28, two days after
Iragi troops were forced out of
Kuwalt.

ciety at one stroke but said
strong and appropriate mea-
sures would have to be taken
against corrupt practices. She
urged them to perform their
duties without any fear.
Stating the conditions in
the government-owned entcer-
prises and industrial units, the
premier said it would be im-
possible to make the public
enterprises viable il we [ailed
to stop corruption. She said if
the public organisations could
not be turned into profit-mak-
ing bodies, steps might be
taken to hand them over to

private parties.
Education
and age limit

The Prime Minister re-
ferred to the situation obtain-
ing in the educational institu-
tions during the autocratic rule
and said students were the
worst victims of that period.
She described how the sanc-
tity of the campus was violated
by inducting non-students
there. She said educational
institutfons were closed for
long four years out of the nine-
year autocratic rule and as a
result they had lost their age
for qualifying to enter into

rmment jobs.

Begum Zia said plans were
under way to extend the age-
limit to enable the students to
enter into government ser-
vices. It is necessary, she said,
to provide the educated
unemployed youths with jobs
to bring an end to their [rus-
trations. ,

The spreading course of
drug addiction was yet another
misdeed of the t govern-
ment, she said, ing as a re-
sult, the disappointed youths
lost sense of direction and re-
rorted to drug addiction.

“If we all work together
with honesty and sincerity, it
will not be difficult to remove
darkness and the curse of cor-
rupt practices from the soci-

cty.”
Foreign policy

Referring to the foreign
policy, the Prime Minister said
“friendship with all based on
equality and self-respect is the
motto of our l'nr:lgn“’dpohcy".

Bangladesh, she , wants
friendship with all neighbours
but none should behave like a
master. She emphasised the
need for closer fraternal rela-
tions with the Muslim coun-
tries. :
The Prime Minister said
Bangladesh needed foreign as-
sistance but endeavours should

Prime Minister Begum Khaleda Zia addressing Secrctaries and other top officials of the government at Usmany Memorial Hall

Khaleda : White Papers

be made for gradually attaining
self-reliance through use of our
OWN resources.

The Prime Minister re-
ferred to the other BNP pro-
grammes including the welfare
and development of the wom-
enfolk.

She lauded the contribution
of women in the promotion of

The Midnight File

Accord on draft resolution on Iraq

NEW YORK. Mar 28: The five permanent members of the

UN Security Council reached agreement Thursday on a draft
resolution setting conditions for formal cease-fire with lrag.

China,
Britain met this morm

the United Stales, the Soviet Union, France and
ing to work out obstacics that remadned

despite agreement over the main guidelines of the drafl, re-

ports AFP

Dissolution of WB Assembly sought

CALCUTIA Mar 28: The West Bengal government would
ask the governor to dissolve the state asscembly by Masch 31
s0 that the assembly clections could be held simultaneously
with the Lok Sabha polls. This follows the recommendations
of the state government that the house be dissolved and fresh
clections held, the Chiel Minister Jyot! Basu told the assewm-
bly in a statement during the zero hour, reports AFP

Fire at US embassy in Moscow

MOSCOW, Mar 28 A fre broke out in the mmin office

building at the US embassy in central Moscow today, but

spokesman said stall were evacuated and there were no re-

ports of injuries.
Aghters were battling

Spokesman James Bullock said city fire
thick black smoke. He sald the cause of

the blaze, which broke out during the momning was not

known, reparts Reuter

Kadhafi favours ties with US

NICOSIA, Mar 28 Libyan leader Moamer Kadhall favours,

"with conditions.” the rencwal of

ic relations with

the United States. “If the United States wanis o restore Ues
with us, It would be welcome on condition that such relations
are on an cqual-to-equal basis founded on mutual respect and
non-interference,” JANA quoted Colonel Kadhafl as saying

report AFP.

Kashmiri women protest searches
SRINAGAR, Mar 28 Indian police fired tear-gas and baton-
charged Kashmiri women demonstrating today against alleged

heavy-handed police searches for

militants, injur-

ing 34. Hundreds of women took to the streets here in

protest

house to-house searches over the

against widespread
::&-dq&ln-hkhmﬂwmmﬂm
been detained, reports Reuter.

— PID photo

garments industry in the coun-
try and said they could keep
up their mark in every sphcre
ol national life.

The Prime Minister sought
cooperation of the officials and
said their sincere cooperation
could help a lot in achieving
the objectives of the govern-
ment.

Rajiv
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Police were not -
ately able to say who started
the trouble during a religious

It-uhumrldm-up

this week of religious violence

.Mmmhtmlnﬂhl

year after a fundamentalist
cam to N‘Ph! a mosque
in hya, in Uttar Prodesh,
with a .

AL least 11 were
killed in Bhadrek, a coastal
town in the eastern state of
Orissa in four days of violence.

State Chief Minister Biju
Patnaik blamed the Hindu fun-
damentalist Rashtriya Swayam
Sevak Sangh (National volun-
teer crops) for stirring up the
trouble.

Meanwhile, AFP says: Indian
political parties have asked
New Delhd to sack
Haryana Chicef Minister Om
Prakash Chautala, a son of
Deputy Prime Minister Devi
Lal, who quit the same post in
disgrace twice before.

The demand for the dis-
missal of Chautala, one of
India's most controversial
politiclans, has mounted since
he lost his legislative majority
to rule the state , five
days after he became its Chief

| Minister for a third time.
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