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Turmoil to force Saddam out : Bush

Huge casualties as MIGs

attack rebels in Karbala

DAMASCUS, Mar 28 :
Iragl uppoiltlnn leader l-lld

that two government
uucl::l rebel pnﬂlinnl

in iﬂl.lll'l!.'rn Karbala

norate on Wednesday ll!ln;

and wounding many people,

reports Reuter.

"Two MIG-23 at-
tacked areas controlled by the
rebels in Karbala governorate
today killing and wounding

Swiss company
denies helping
Saddam stash
billion dollars

GENEVA, Mar 28: A Swiss
Trust Company denied on
Wednesday media reports that

it helped Iraqi President
m_l'iuﬂc lace billlons
' in invest-

ments, reports Reuter.
Bruno Buchler, the Swiss

Chairman and Secre of

Midco Financial Sa, said

was no connection between his

firm and Montana

inc, the firm US investigators

say built Saddam’'s financial

t's just a coincidence,

Montana has given Midco
Geneva address as il's own.
He said he thou
company wanted a European
base. We are a Swiss company,
financing investments for
Swiss, he added.

But Buchler did say that
Midco had been set up in 1982
with 2.1 million Swiss Francs
(1.4 million dellars) of Iragi

lle also confirmed that
Abdul Satter Al al-Abdulah, an
Iragi who investigators say was
a Montana Director, was also
President of Midco for more
than two years.

Midco's incumbent
President and Vice-President
are both Iraq's based in

. Buehler has not seen
them since July.

Blgl El:l_y Partie

ght lhcl

many people,” Shi'ite Oppos
tion leader Aylﬁnlhh ‘Ihq! nl
Mudarresi said in a statement.

There was no independent
confirmation of the report
which, if true, would consti-
tute a violation of a provisional
Gulf war ceasefire agreement
between Irag and the United
States.

Revoits against President
Saddam Hossein broke out in
iraq's Shi'ite muslim south and
Kurdish north after a US-led
multinational alliance routed
his occupation army in Kuwalt
at the end of last month .

White House spokesman
Marlin Fitzwater reiterated US
policy that fixed-wing planes
would be downed if they fly in
iraq but excluded helicopters
uncles they threatened the Al-
lies.

The Mudarresi statement
said the crew of a second Iragt

.

helicopter loaded with poison

gas defected to southern
rebels.
"An Iraqi air force heli-

copter was assigned to bomb
rebel-held areas in southern
Iraq with poisonous gas but its
four-me crew refused the
orders and joined the rebels at
a certain place in southern
Irag,” the statement said.

The Mudarresi statement
said Karna town, north of
Basra, and surrounding villages
were subjected to “pass
killings by troops of the
Republican Guard because its
people took part in the revolt
against

It said army began two
days ago to burn homes and
districts where the revolt
against Saddam erupted about
four weeks ago.

“They are also destroying
the houses of anv person who

took part in the fighting,” the
statement said.

The statement sald over
100,000 had so far Ned
to lran and Turkey since the

*F Jaahr Mshammed of the

Islamic Action salion
said in another statement the

iragli army was “committing
mass killings of wounded peo-
ple in southern lraq.

Another report from Mary-
land adds: US President Ge-
orge Bush today said the tur-
moil now gripping Iraq makes
it unitkely that llﬁl President
Saddam Husscin will be able to
remain in control of his coun-
try.

"It seems unlikely he can
survive, Bush told reporters

followi a medical examina-
tion at Bethesda Naval Mcedical
Centre.

SOUTHERN IRAQ: Some of the 600 Iraqi POWSs kept at US military check point near the city

of Safwan .in southern Iraq

March 26. The 600 demoralized I

raqi soldiers crossed to US

occupied territories to turn themselves in as Saddam Hussein's loyalists attacked, and

retook a string of southern cities from rebel control.

2,000

Hur: than 2,

is at US chec

Iragi refugees flooded a

int :

S military

checkpoint Tuesday, part of a growing tide escaping food

shortages and chaos in
Safwan.
The

many
sitting atop their belongings
soldiers, said US soldiers at "C

collection of tents and tanks
Irag.
One Iragi soldier was a
Many refugees said
held by anti-government re

southern Iraq, reports AP [rom

crammed into the back of trucks and
., included about 500 Iraqi

t X-Ray,” a makeshift
miles (kilometers) inside

, the soldiers said.

fled Samawa, a southern town
Is until President Saddam Hus-

sein's troops recaptured it about a week ago.

The refugees say a mostly Shiite Muslim uprising that be-
gan last month in the aftermath of the Gulf war has faltered,
and Saddam's soldiers now cantrol all major cities and towns
in southern Iragq.

ANC exiles airliftin .E starts : m-

airliit home of some 40,000 African N n{ANC]
exiles resumes Tuesday when a charter Fianl: takes nﬂ' from
Lusaka with people on board, organisers in said Johanesbung
reports AFP.

In a statement Wednesday, the Inter-organisational Na-
tional Co-ordinating Committee for the repatriation of South
African exiles [NCCR), comprising mainly the ANC and anti-
apartheid clerics, said the returnees had all received indem-
nity from the white minority Pretoria rnment.

An ANC spokesman said the plane been chartered by
the Swedish International Development Agency (SIDA).

Emergency in Colombia : coombia has

declared emergency measures along its pacific coast and on

its borders with Peru and Ecuador in an effort to control an

outbreak of a cholera epidemic that has killed more than 600
people in Peru, reports Reutl:r.

111: Ministry ol Health declared a red alert on Tuesday in
some of the poorest regions of the country after six people
were treated for the disease in the town of Tumaco, 56-km
(360 miles) southwest of -

Four people were treated on Wednesday, bringing to 12
the number of victims in Colombia since the epidemic began
there two weeks ago. No deaths have yet been reported.

Nepal prepares for polls : me nepan
Congress Party, one of two partners in Nepal's ruling
coalition, announced candidates Tuesday for all 205 seats in
the May 12 parllamentary elections, reports AP,

The candidates include Prime Minister K.P. Bhattarai, who
will contest from Katmandu constituency, the party said.

Bhattarai led last spring's pro-democracy movement which
resulted in the overthrow of the monarchy-dominated gov-
ernment. The Nepali Congress and the United Left Front, a
coalition of communist parties, formed an interim govern-
ment, which is to continue in power until the elections.

12 killed in Punjab : nweive persons.

including three militants and twu police hcad constables,
were killed in Punjab since m:-dny night, reports PTI from
Chandigarh.

Security forces nabbed four militants while onc person was
kidnapped during this period.

An Amritsar report said three suspected militants were
gunned down in an encounter with security forces near rail-
way gate in Shivala Bhaian locality in Amritsar.

The encounter took place when security forces were con-
ducting searches for militants responsible for the shootout in

Makboolpura locality there an Monday.

15 shot dead in Alexandra : a: icast

5 people were gunned down in could blood Wednesday
whe-n Zulus in combat uniform burst in on a general vigil in
Alekandra and opened fire with authormatic weapons, police
and witnesses said reports AFP.

Twelve people were killed on the spot and three more
died on the their way to hospital police said.

Eighteen others were being treated for gunshot wounds in
clinics and hospitals near the violence wracked black town-
ship bordering Johanesburg's luxury northern suburbs.
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Gorbachev
admaits
mistakes

MOSCOW, Mar 28 : Presi-
dent Mikhail Gorbachev has
accepted Lthat several mistakes
have ben made during his rule

but strongly defended his
policies n!; Pcrestrotka and
Glasnost saying there was no
way back, reports PTL

In a Soviet TV Interview
Tuesday night Mr. Gorbachev
perhaps for the first time ad-
mitted that it was mistake to
have rejected what worked
from the past before creating
new mechanisms.

it was Inexpedient to
‘reject what still worked, be-
fore creating new elfective
mechanisms’ Mr Gorbachev
said adding that 'l am not try
ing to avoid responsibility’.

In a spirited defence of his
politics, Mr. Gorbachev said 'it
was possible to reach the gains
of Perestroika with less dam-

age.’

WASHINGTON, Mar 28: A new
immigration unit that
Attorney General Dick Tho-
rnburgh promised would
streamiine the review of

claims "l‘l be swamped -’hﬂ

unprocessed cases Ihl'n it
opens next week, a
memo says.

The corps of 83 specially
trained asylum officers,
spread among seven
Immigration and Natur-
alisation Service offices, is
significantly smaller than
what the agency estimated
was needed to the job,
according to a memo
ined by the Mi-ud
Press.

"Financial considerations alone
drove the adoption of this
nu .- said the memo by
Deputy INS Commissioner
Ricardo Ineunza.

If additional officers were not
hired and trained “backlogs
will continue to grow at po-
litically unacceptable rates,”
Inzunza wrote in the Dec.
28 memo to Commissioner
Gene McNary.

Since then the backlog of un-
processed applications for
political asylums has in-
creased from 97,000 to
more than 108,500,
according to INS figures.

The asylum unit was created
last summer under regula-
tions the Attorney General
issued to "ensure that thope

45,000 Iraqis flee

GENEVA, Mar 28: Over
45,000 Iragis have fled into
neighbouring Iran to escape
fighting in the south of their
country, the United Nations
Disaster Relel Office (UNDRO)
said on Wednesday, reports
Reuter.

The Geneva-based agency
said they were mainly Iraqis,
wilth a few refugees from other
nations who were being repa-
triatcd by the International

NEW DELHI, March 27 :
The major political parties
have virtually launched their
campaigns to woo voters by
chalking out poll planks and
strategies amid indications
that the mid-term Lok Sabha
elections will be held in the
last week of May, report agen-
cles.

Parties hoping to win the
elections on planks ranging
from stability and secularism
to 'rotf’ and Ram have started
forging alliances and seat ad-
justments.

The National Front (NF) and
the Left parties decide to field
all sitting candidates and be-
gan talks on seat sharing. They
have decided to launch their
election campaign on March
18 at Patna on the main plank
of defeating the forces of
communalism, seperatism and
those working against the sec-
ular basis of the democratic
polity. The plank was decided
at the CPI-M headquarters
here on Wednesday.

The NF is likely to contest
about 400 of the 543 seats in
the coming Lok Sabha elec-
tion, with its largest compo-
nent, the Janata Dal, fielding
some 240 of them, Dal sources
sald. The remaining seats will
be contested by the Left par-

ties, and other like the

Peasants and Workers' Party in

Maharashtra with which scal
adjustments are possible.

Sources said it had not yet
been decided if the NF and

Indian Eolls scene
s launch headlong

into electioneering

Left parties would have a
common poll manifesto,
though they could issue a
statement of their common
objectives. Like in the 1989
elections, the two formations

f

would campaign jointly.

Dal leaders said the only
seats where the party and its
allies had to decide which
party would contest which scat
werce the 90.0dd oncs that

- = i

BOMBAY — Indian electioneering is now the focus of all

newspapers. A cartoon in the daily

Independent here

shows Rajiv Gandhi, VP Singh, Chandra Sekhar and L. K.

Advam in the scamhle

into Iran

Organisation for Migrations.

UNDRO, which a week ago
ut the number of people
ecing the rebellion in south-

ern Iraq at 30,000, called the
increase ‘dramatic”.

Turkey, which borders Iraq
to the north had also wit-
nessed a increase in the

number of refugees., UNDRO
estimated their present num-

ber at 4,500.

were left to the Bharaliya
Janata Party (BJP) the last
time in seat adjustments.

The BJP declared it would
go it alone and denied that it
had joined hands with the
Janata Dal (S) to get the Lok
Sabha dissolved. :

The Congress (I) said al-
liances and adjustments would
emerge only after the an-
nouncement of the election
schedule by the middle of next
month.

After Chief Election
Commissioner T.N. Seshan
met President

R.Venkataraman, the
Commission announced Lhat
the election schedule would
take into account the examina-
tions, Ramzan and the harvest-
ing scason.

The elections would be held
in the last week of May, Deputy
Election Commissioner R.P.
Bhalla confirmed.
Simultancous elections will be
held in Tamil Nadu and
Pondicherry, Commission offi-
cials said, but they were not
sure whether elections would
be held in Assam, Punjab and
Jammu and Kashmir, the threc
other states under President’s
Rule.

However, the Assembly by-
election at Meham in Haryana
would not be conducted as the
state government had written
lo the Commission that the law
and order situation there was
not conducive for holding the
clection.

Meanwhile, the Commission
has swung into action to con-
stitute the tenth Lok Sabha be-
fore June 5. A number of
“sensitive” polling booths will
be earmarked so that special
care is taken to enable voters
to exercise their franchise.
Most to be these sensitive
booths are likely to be in Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh, Haryana and a
few other states.

Burmese military rulers

create 'Alice in Wonderland'

BANGKOK, Mar 28: Burma's
military rulers are creating an
"Alice in Wonderland” world of
political machination to
prevent any weakening of their

ruthless grip on power, a for-
eign mﬂt of Rangoon said
Wednesday, reports Reuter.

"It is pcrl':ctly clear that
the military rulers are deter-
mined not to transfer power in
the foreseeable future to any
form of democratic govern-
ment”, he told reporters.

Human Rights abuses were
worsening in a country that in-
ternational rights groups regu-
larly accuse of kﬂllr:ﬁ:, torture
and mass arrests, foreign
resident, who asked not to be
identified, said.

At least one prominent op-
position figure had been tor-
tured to death, he said.

*The picture is one of con-

tinuing gloom and tragedy,” he
said, adding that the number
of people being detained was
increasing.

Burma's best-known politi-
cal detainee, Aung San Suu Kyi,
showed no signs of yielding to
government pressure to resi
from the National League for
Democracy, he said.

The League won an over-
whelming popular mandate in
General Elections last may but
the ruling supreme law and
order restoration council
(SLORC) refused to hand over

r.
SLORC supporters now
dominate the league' and late
last year the party agreed to
help military rulers to draw up
a new constitution.
The foreign resident, a
well-informed observer of
Burmese politics, said SLORC

had created so many obstacles
to a real transfer of power that
genuine league members
would never have chance to
take a role in government. |

Its rules and regulations
were so all-pervasive that it
could deny a national assembly
scat to anyone it chose to, he
said, adding it was like the
fantasy world of "Alice in
Wonderland”, the assembly has
yet to be established.

SLORC had managed to
neutralise about a r of
the 396 league me who
won assembly secats last year,
the foreign resident said.
Some were in jail and others
on the run.

He identified the opposition
figure who died under torture
as U Maugh Kho, a trade union
organiser and leaguc member
who won clection to a Rangpon

seal in the assembly.

"Someone obviously made a
mistake” and allowed relative
to see the body, which showed
clear signs of abuse, the resi-

- dent said. "Usually people are

just told prisoners have disap-

“I think what's happening
in Iraq now is a sad case. To
answer your gquestion on
whether we have responsibility
towards it | would say no. We
always said our main target was
to free Kuwait. What's happen-
ing in Iraq is up to the Iragl

.~ e said.

"I don't think we should get
hmhdhﬂaﬂﬂd.ﬂd-yl
made sure that we never en-
tered any main city, not even a
village.” he added.

Prince Khalid said

The Daily Sar S

R
“am | One lakh asylum-seekers
likely to swamp US

-I--I!i-ﬂ!md Lawyers representing the

this country encounier a
hﬂmk'lpm-

W m
v
district direciors who con-
sulted with the State

Department.

Critics have charged that these
offictals were distracted by
other duties, hostile o the
reiugees claims, and were
too susceptible o political
considerations raised by the
State Department.

Inzunza noted lhat since a

temporary group of 117
asylum examiners bcgan

work last all, the time to
ss cach application

"has been significantly

slower than hoped for~

A 20 per cenl increase in asy
lum applications during the
current fiscal year plus the
scttiement of a major law
suit over refugee rights will
add another 125,000 appii
cants to the pool. Inzunza
said. ‘

Under the settlement an
nounced In January, the
Justice Department agreed
to reconsider the requests
of Salvadoran and Gual

emalan refugees who were

denied political asylum
since 1980, Another
350,000 reflugees who
never appliecd may also be
given the chance to scek
asylum.

refugees contended that the
Stalte Department had
properly injected political
considerations into the de-
cisions. They neted that
Central Americans were

refugees were often ruled
incligible on the ground
that they were [flecing
poverty rather than political
perseculbon.

Human rights activisls cen-
lended this view was fos-
tered by US support of the
Salvadoran ernment,
which is batiling lefi-wing
rebels

The 6 million dollars INS has
carmarked for the asylum
programme this is fEar
icss than what r nations
spent, Arthur C. Hehon, di-
rector of the refugee pro-
gramme for the Lawyers
Committee for Human
Rights in New York, noted
Ten countries in Western
Europe, including France,
Britain and Germany. to-
gcther spend 5 billion dol
lars a year. Canada spends
BO million dollars annually,
Helton sald

Off the Record

Schwarzkopf wanted
to act like Romans

WASHINGTON, Mar 28:

Allled Gulf Commander Norman

Schwarzkopl says he wanted to annihilate Iraq's armics as
Hannibal once crushed the Romans but US President George
Bush pulled him up short, reports Reuter.

In a television interview with David Frost scheduled for
broadcast this evening, the US Army General also said

Baghdad's ceasefire
negotiators "suckered me”
into letting Iraq keep
Mying the helicopters it is
now using against Shi'ite
and Kurdish rebels.
Discussing Bush's
decision to stop the
ground war after four days
on February 28, when the
of ousting Iraqt forces
rom Kuwait had been
won, Schwarzkopf
recalled that the allies
were pounding the
fleeting Iragis "and it was
literally about to become
the battle of Cannae, a
battle of annthilation.”
The Carthaginan
General Hannibal, one of
Schwarzkopfl's military
heroes, encircled an
entire Roman army at the
village of Cannac in 216 B.
C. and cut it to picces.
"Frankly, my
recommendation to Bush
had been. You know,
continue the march,”
Schwarzkopl said. | may,
we had them in a rout and
we could have continued

to reap great

5

destruction on them. We could hnvt completely ckurd the
door and made it a battle of annihilation.

"And the President made the decision that we should stop
at a given time, at a given place that did leave some escape
routes open Furthmlug:thncknutnndlthinkﬂmnwry
humane decision and a very courageous decision on his part

He said historians would second-guess Bush forever and

critics were already complaining

that the allies failed 10

destroy Iragq's Republican Guard and other units entirely.

Menem's wife finds
it unbearable

BUENOS AIRES: The wile of President Carlos Menem,
Zulema Yoma, asked a court to grant her a diverce decree
from he husband, he spokeswoman said Wednesday, reports

AFP.

The action has been long awaited by

witnessed the unusual spec

Argentines wha have

tacle of having Menem martial

disputes played out publicly when the President banned his
wife from the Presidential Palace.

Ms Yoma told reporters she felt "obliged to take this action

" because the situation had become unbearable™ and for her

personal peace

own

and that of her children.
She said she would be filing for a fault divorce on the

grounds of her husband’s infidelity.
She rejected a mutual consent divoree which could be
finished in several months, instead opting for ItnLl.h]r and,

undoubtedly controversial, court, process that could

L year.

Major survives
no-confidence vote

LONDON, Mar 28 UK
Prime Minister John Major
casily survived a vote of no-
confidence in parliament on
Wednesday night, reporis
Reuter.

Major, who replaced Mar-
garet Thatcher as Prime
Minister only 120 days ago,
faced charges ol incompe-
tence over government plans
to scrap a hated local tax,
known as the poll tax, only a
year after it's introduction.

The Opposition Labour
Party’'s motion “that this house
has no confidence In h;:
ma government in |

Pg it's inability to rectify

damage done 1o the Bri-
u-h pnplt by the poll tax”
was rejected by 368 o 238,

Labour had no chance ol
winning the no-confidence
vole. But the debate gave It a
chance (o exploil conserva-
tive disarray over the lssue.

Major gained stature and
respect for his role as a World
lcader during the Gull war but
his lcadership has since been
undermined at home over the
issue of local government N-
nance.

During the debale, he de-
fecnded 2 4.5 bin sig plan 0

Major must call a general
clection mid- 1082 and Ut
had been he might set



