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Private Sector in SAARC |

It is a welcome news for the private sector
here that the seven-nation South Asian
Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) is
currently engaged in a number of studies which
are all designed to set up frameworks [or

collaboration among business communities of |

member nations of the five-year old alliance.

To do the firet thing first, two possibilities
mentioned by the SAARC Secretary General, K. K.
Bhargava, should be tackled without much delay.
Both these two ideas may be the easiest ones for
implementation. One is the setting up of a SAARC
Chamber of Commerce, while the other calls for
SAARC Business Council. With both the projects
still under study, the respective functions of the
two proposed bodies are yet to be delined. It is
important that representatives of the existing
national trade bodies, such as the Chambers of
Commerce and Industries, should get together
and discuss among themselves what they can do
under the umbrella of a SAARC Chamber of
Commerce or, for that matter, under that of the
Joint Business Council. Objectives and functions
of the two bodies should evolve from within,
instead of being dictated by civil servants working
at the SAARC Secretariat. -

These business representatives may well
decide on some modest and realistic steps to
increase co-operation among themselves in such
fields as intra- trade, export promotion in
foreign markets and exchange of technological
know-how in the industrial field. In this context,

they should study prospects for organising SAARC
trade delegations to foreign countries, joint

exhibitions and fairs and consultations with, say,
EEC and ASEAN secretariats. Such collective
efforts will cut costs and, what's more ant,
demonstrate to the outside world as to what
SAARC nations are ready to do together for
themselves and the region.

When co-operation in these areas has been
institutionalised and strengthened, the grou
would know how far it can go in undertalfil::g
more ambitious and innovative projects than the
setting up of a SAARC Chamber of Commerce. In
an interview just given to the press in Bombay,
Mr Bhargava has hinted at the possibility of a
SAARC Common Market, although he has avoided
mentioning any time frame. It is certainly a
possibility that deserves careful long-term study,
although many would regard it as slightly utopian,
one which has so far eluded the six-nation
alliance in Southeast Asia, the ASEAN. But it is
important to introduce measures aimed at
lberalising trade among the nations, especially
involving commodities which figure in smuggling

operation.
The climate for co-operation among the SAARC

countries has never been more congenial than it
is today. To varying degrees, all the seven
countries have e -their strong commitments
to the promotion of the private séctor as well as
to co-operation with foreign capital. Above all,
with democratic regimes gaining strength in a
number of South Asian nations, including
Bangladesh. the latent energies of the private
sector have been released, ready to be used at
national and regional levels. We cannot let this
opportunity pass. Once the tempo is gone, it may
be dillicult to revive the innovative zeal that
remains the greatest asset of our private sector.

Renewing Our Theatre

It was International Theatre Day last
Wednesday. This is particularly relevant to
Bangladesh, as theatre is playing an increasingl
important role in the country's social and cultura
development. Theatre in Bangladesh has, since its
birth in early 1973, acquired a dedicated group of
performers and an appreciative audience. In an
entertainment-starved Dhaka, theatre provides an
escape, but not escapism, since the plays carry a
great deal of intellectual weight. Over the years,
the numerous performing ups have become a
forum from which to propagate free thought and
expression, to protest censorship and repression,
to promote Bengali culture, and at the same time
remain receptive to other cultures.

Despite having such a crucial role, theatre in
this country has remained a neglected area.
Demands for a theatre complex with a proper
stage, greenroom, training and rehearsing
facilities, have gone unheeded by the government.
Public arpctlt: for avant-garde as well as
traditional productions is healthy, yet, due to lack
of facilities, theatre is now’ passing through a
critical stage. :

This free-thinking and critical medium may
have been anathema to governments in the past,
but we have now entered a different arena where
"democracy” is the watch word. Therefore, a
change of attitude in the corridors of power is not
only desirable, but ed as a matter of course.
Apart from stage facilities, there are other ways to
encourage and assist technical and artistic
innovations. ~

One is, of course, subsidies. But perhaps more
important is interaction with theatre groups in
other countries. ere is a at movement in
avant-garde theatre productions in other Asian
countries such as India,r Singapore, the
Philippines and Korea. State-sponsored
exchanges, within or outside bilateral cultural

ents, would help to open up a new horizon
to our theatre directors and performers. We
cannot expect our thealre movement Lo survive,
let alone flourish, by keeping it imprisoned in an
insular cultural environment. A new generation of
audience waits expectantly, but their wait is likely
to b]}! in vain if we fail to allow our theatre renew
itsell.

For the past 18 years, hard-working and
dedicated theatre workers have carried the
burden, for meagre pay and little recognition from
the government, while at the same time enriching
television providing it with some of its best
directors, playwrights and actors. Even in an age
when money has become an all-powerful
commodity, most theatre ormers remain true
to the essential idealism
idealism can no longer be taken for granted. Old
spirits have to be renewed, and new one ignited.
Radical improvements and innovations are

ded, which cannot be carried out by resources
at the disposal of theatre groups themselves. It is
ml:r time for the government to play its proper
role, -
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the art. But even that

HE Prime Minister has
touched the t cho-
rd when she K
soon after the ocath of
office, that the task of
reconstruct the shat-tered
economy .will be taken up
carmestly. She has also said
that the first priority of her
government iIs to provide food

and clothing to the
mﬂhuitnlnmm

of these most basic of the
basic needs. These statements
reflect the' economic needs
and hopes of the people and
recognize the crucial
importance of addressing the
poverty problem of the people
to the on-going process ol
transition p
Although constitutionally
the President is the chief ex-
ecutive and the Prime Minis-
ter and ministers are his ad-
viscrs, given the process
through which the new Prime
Minister has come to assume
her office, she has an authenti
role; and, no doubt, the ap-
pointment of the ministers
and allocation of their portfo-
lios have been made on her
advice. This means that,
notwithstanding the constitu-
tional dispensation, de facto
power lies with the Prime
Minister and her party, BNP.
Therefore it is not the Presi-

. dent but the Prime Minister

who will be credited by people

governmental decisions and

actions and their' conse-

since her induction as
Minister.

The economic problems
faced by constitute
an intriguing challenge. In
facing it one may glibly talk
about the efficacy of market
forces, but there can be no
disputing that there is a very

mely poor and highly
differentiated economy of
Bangladesh. The actions to be
taken toward achieving food
security for the poor, as im

total development budget is
now dependent, is sought and
received on the basis of
planned programmes and pro
cts. There i1s no need to
bour the point further that
development planning has a
crucial role to play In
Bangladesh. There is therefore
an important role of the Min-
istry of planning particularly
the planning commission. But
there has been a serfous ero
sion ol the status and the role
of the Planning Commixsion
during the 1980s. In some n

| Planning Commission Faces a Ne

by Qazi Kholiquzzaman Ahmed

plinning and implementatiof
evolve an effective
planming process. to deal with
the wurgent problems of
poverty alleviation and sus

analyses and rescusrces Woward

fre benche of B peepieh

Whilc the overall approach
should be deter-
mined. the members of the
Planning Commisstion are ex-
pecled to the techni-
cal in charting owt
policy options and bes! courses
of action, given vartous con
stants. In India. for ,
members of the Planning
Commiaston, who are

can be no disputing that there is a very important m;:' ofﬂmuiucandwd

Interventions in the extremely poor and highly differentiated economy of Bangladesh.

plicd by the statements of Lhe

Prime Minister noted earlier
cannol bul, in mecastire

be interventionist in nature.
Targelted programmes and
projects are needed to cffec

tively reach the poor who suf

fer from lack of access to both
productive resources and em-
ployment. Also, to accelerate
the rate of growth which is
sine qua non for poverty alle

viation, planned development
gllorts focusing on sectors and
activities having growth poten-
tial are needed. Moreover. for-
eign aid, en which virtually the

spects, Lthe Planning Commis-
sion became virtually a post
box routinely processing pro
jeets. [t is well-known that
five year plans prepared in the
past had little relevance to the
realities ol the situation. and
that there was large scale
Mlouting of plan disciplines
starting from the presidency
itself. The Fourth Five Year
Plan may already have become
an firrelevant document in
many respects. It is therefore
tirgently necessary to have a
serious look at the various
aspects of development

of the Ministry of Finance on
the time of the minister is
likely 10 be greater.

Members of the Planning
Commission during 1980s
were mostly bureaucrats and
the legacy continues with all
the present members of the
commission being bureaucrats.
To be sure, planning is not
simply an accounting or an
administrative exercise. It is
in the main about policies,
linkages. econon'ic interae-
tlons, consistencies, institu-
tional arrangements: and

above all. marshalling of ideas.

enable the incoming govern -
nmenl o appoint members of
it~ cholee to purse develop-
mcnt planning reflecting IL
political directions #t enunci-
ales. The practice is a recog-
nition of the fact that devel
opment planning is a serious
business for a government In a
developing ecountry

It may be recalled here that
the government of President
Ziaur Rahman decided in 1978
in favour of a two-year plan for
the period 1978-80. The rea
son given included political

W

The Baily Star g

sieps to st
cal capability
discharge its res
cMiciently towa

fts techni-
it o be able o
nsibilities
ach
the national developmental
doals.

with the responsibility of all
N the day the South
African government

O published a White Pa-
per for the repeal of the two
Land Acts, two MPs from the
official opposition Conservative
Party were ejected from the
all-white House of A.ucml:?vh
One had called Home irs
Minister Gene Louw
"scandalous” and the other had

minutes later shouted: "The
minister's lying again.”

The right-wing Conservative
Party, led by Andre
Treurnicht, opposing the '

introduction of identity cards
that would no longer state the
holder's race, as required so
far by the Population
Registration Act. It is one of
the last three cornerstones of
apartheid President F W de
Klerk intends to scrap by the
end of the parliamentary ses-
sion in June.

When, on February 2, de
Klerk told parliament he
would repeal the three laws
during the session he was
opening, the official opposition
walked out in protest, insult-
ing his reformist government.

The Conservative MPs, who
are to serve on the joig com-
mittee that will consider the
Land Acts White Paper,
will realise they have little to
oppose. The best news they
will have for their party is that
the land will not be redis-
tributed, as demanded by the
African National Congress
(ANC) and other liberation
movements.

Three senior cabinet minis-
ters said on the day the paper
was published that after the

five Bills necessary to enact

Apartheid Law-scrapping could
LLeave Mini-homelands

Arthur Maimane writes from Cape Town

The South African parliament is now debating the repeal of the key Acts which

have imposed apartheid on the

country for so long. The business is due to be completed when the session ends in June. So many laws have

been impoésed
Lﬂ‘;m'lhip.__

the repeals are passed, there
will at last be no discrimina-
tion in the buying of land and
property. Everybody will be
frec to live wherever they can
afford to buy.

It emerged under question-
ing that white supremacists
will still be free to impose pri-
vate apartheid in areas they
prefer to keep as pure white
enclaves— a series of mini-
homelands ‘dotted about the
country.

De Klerk has spoken about
protecting communities with
"shared values and lifestyle” in
non-racial constitution that is
still to be negotiated.

Minister of Planning Hernus
Kriel had a different phraseol-
ogy. With apartheid disman-
tled, communities would still
be free "to decide on their
norms and standards.”

Kriel explained that because
South African Common Law
did not permit racial discrimi-
nation it had been necessary

: over the last 40 years, it is proposed that many individual Acts
proclamation of the President. The African National Congress is unhappy about the

since 1948, when the National
Party came to power, to pass
vast amounts of legislation to
impose its apartheid policies—
"social engineering,” Minister
of Development Aid Stoffel van
der Merwe called it.

The government has now
come full circle and hopes by
June to have wiped out all
those laws passed over 43

The repeal of the Land Acts
(passed by carlier government
is 1913 and 1936), which re-
stricted black ownership to 13
per cent of the land, will make
it possible for them to buy land
anywhere and even get loans
from the Land Bank that at
present helps only white farm-
ers.
If, after the repeal, white
farmers irr a particular area do
want such a neighbour the law
will not protect his rights. The
farmers will "decide norms
and standards,” in Kriel's

should be wiped out by
government proposals on

words, of who farms with
them.

The same applies to rented
property in urban areas. White
tenants already in residence
can keep out other races by us-
ing the same loopholes to
protect their "shared wvalues
and lifestyles,” in De Klerk's
words,

"Kriel argued to the press
that it is not unreasonable for a
landlord to turn away any ap-

licant "because he d?m*t
ke his face.” |

That might be acceptable
common practice if the colour
of the face does not matter.
But here it does. The minister
dismissed the suggestion of
passing anti-discrimination
laws such as those operating in
other heterogeneous coun-
tries, like Britain and the
United States.

They would, he said, not be
"worth the paper they would
be written on” because racists

would find ways round the leg-
islation. Common Law could be
used to take discriminatory
landlords to court.

it was pointed out to the
three ministers that repeal of
the last three cornerstones of
apartheid would put South
Africa only in the position the
US was Iin before the civil
rights movement held freedom
marches in the early Sixties.
This, too, was dismissed.

The government hides be-
hind the excuse that it did not
create apartheid, only dewvel-
oped it from the land seizures
and conquests of the last three
centuries. And it will be pro-
tected from the controversial-
and vote-losing-effects of re-
pealing apartheid.

The White paper says it
would be impossible— and
could cause conflict—to give

back to black ple the land
takcn away Trom them by

forced removals during the
government's ycars of "social

enginecering.”

Van dcr Merwe said restitu-
tion, and even reparations,
would be “destructive” rather
than constructive. And. any-
way, the minister observed,
more land was taken [(rom
whites than from blacks-to
create new homes for them
after they were re-
moved [rom IMrwm-l
lands.

Too many laws have been
imposed over the last 40 years
for them to be repealed by In-
dividual.

Acts of Parliament. To has-
ten the reforms, the White
Paper proposes granting the
State President authority to
dismantle apartheid by
proclamation on the advice of a

committee.

All these Acts dismantling
apartheid could themselves be
repealed by a majority gov-
ernment under a non-racial
constitution.

The ANC was not consulted
on the White Paper, which it
has condemned. It has
published a document detail-
ing.its own intentions for the
landless after their liberation. —

GEMINI NEWS

ARTHUR MATMANE made
his name as one of talented
group of journalists who ran
Drum Magazine in Johan-
nesburg in the Fifties and
Sixties. In exile in Britain he
worked for BBC World Service.
Now he is back in South Africa
as Parliamentary corresp-
ondent for the Johannesburg
Weekly Mail

Cory Gouvt Hastens Industry Dispersal to the Countryside

Manolo B. Jara writes from Manila

HE Aquino Government

has put in place a pro-

gram aimed at has-
tening the dispersal of
industries to the countryside
and boosting exports.

"Trade and industrial activ-
ity cannot forever be focused
in Mctro Manila,” says the De-
partment of Trade and Indus-
try (DTI) in explaining the
program.

As such, DTI adds, there is
an urgent need to disperse in-
dustries to the countryside
where the bulk of the unem-
ployed and underutilised natu-
ral resources are located.

The program calls for the
establishment of 16 Regional
Industrial Centres (RICs)
throughout the country. Four of
these centres have already
been established — one in Lu-

zon, one in Central Philippines
and two in Mindanao in South-
ern Philippines.

President Aquino herselfl
launched the Luzon project
known as "Calabarzon". It
derives its name from the five
provinces participating in the
program : Cavite, Laguna,
Batangas, Rizal and Quezon.

These centres are to oper-
ate similar to the Export Pro-
cessing Zones already in oper-
ation in various parts of the
country.

In the Calabarzon projeet,
for instance, industrial estates
have been approved by the
Board of Investments. These
are mostly private ventures,
with investments ranging form
300 million pesos (US$10.7
million) to as high as 1.9 bil-

lion pesos (US$67.8 million).

Similar centres have been
established in lloilo in Central
Philippines and General Santos
City and Cagayan de Oro City in
Mindanao. Y v

As the DTI puts it, "The
establishment of these centres
has greatly supported the con-
tinued flow of investments into
the countryside and augur well
for the creation of jobs in areas
where unemployment is great-
est.”

The establishment of these
centres gains added signifi-
cance in the light of the un-
precedented growth in gov-
ernment-approved {invest-
ments in the last five years.

. According to the DTI, in-
vestments surged from 3.8 bil-

lion pesos (US$135.7 million)
in 1986 to 108 billion pesos
(US$£3.9 billion). This meant a
195 per cent average annual
growth for the period.

The DTI adds that approved
investments over the last three
years have surpassed targets by
as much as 150 per cent.

The bulk of these invest-
ments, or 69 per cent, has
flowed into the countryside,
registering a 262 per cent av-
erage annual growth for the
past five years,

Manufacturing absorbed
most of the investments, ac-
counting for close te 128 bil-
lion pesos (US$4.6 billion ), ot
56.2 per cent of the total. In
this sector, textiles and wear-
ing apparel were the leading

L]
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address.
Eid shopping

Sir, Even though Eid is
still far away the already
converging crowd at vari-
ous marketing centres
reminds us how we wait
eagerly each year to cele-
brate Eid. The most impor-
tant part of this festival has
become the wearing of new
clothes.

Lately, we notice that
even men or for that mat-
ter young boys have become
quite aware of how they
dress. And what could be a
more appropriate time
than the Eid to make new
and fashionable dresses!

So we notice a huge

Letters for publication in these columns should be
addressed to the Editor and legibly written or typed
with double space. For reasons of space, short letters
are preferred, and all are subject to editing and cuts.
Pseudonyms are accepted. However, all communica-
tions must bear the writer’'s real name, signature and

crowd of young men and
boys moving at different
market places in the city,
in search of the t kind
of dress for themselves.

We welcome this new
irend in our society. It
gives the festivity a treat!
Because, | must hope,
when donning new appar-
els they would ofcourse be
giving away the old ones (o
their poor fellow beings.
Ramiza Roul
Banani, Dhaka.

Craze for money
Sir, A news item says

that a man named Liu, of
China, made 1,635 dollars,

1

by selling eighteen people,
between 1985 and 1990.

However, the saddest as
well as the most surprising
part of the story was that in
a bid to make money. he
did not even s his im-
mediate family members. It
is indeed to note
that he did not stop at
making business out of
Selling his mother, his
wife, and even his very own
three-year-old daughter.

This speaks volumes
about the vice of greed. His
craze or, in other words,
love’ for money, made him
blind of all other ‘lovely'
human feelings.

Eventually, however, he
was executed. A rightful
punishment for a crime of
this dimension.

We hope that those
criminals who are thinking
of such crimes, shouid be-
come careful and think

before committing such
terrible acts.

Shahexd Zaman
Banani, Dhaka.

Mishuk — self-driven

Sir, I do not know if the
manufacturers of Mishuk
auto-rickshaw are planning
io introduce a model suit-
able for personal, private
and family use; to be used
as a mini personal trans-
port vehicle in lieu of the
car; sell-driven by the
middle-class owner.

I could buy one for
around Taka 60,000-
75,000; compared to a
couple of lakh Taka for a
used car. The body has to
be modified. The potential
buyers are thoese who have
no social fixation on cars.
In fact the middle class
could meet the need of a
personal vehicle for city
use (either alone for busi-
ness/office or with a small

investment areas.

"All these investments,
however, will lose their mean-
ing if jobs are not created,” Lhe
DTl says. "The Board of In-
vestments therefore took pains
in ensuring that such jobs
were created. As a result, ut
1.4 million in jobs, directly or
indirectly, were crecated over

the past five years.”

One of the major factors for
the surge in investments, the
DTl notes, has been the im-
plementation of simplified
procedures and documenta-
tion.

Today, it says, it takes an
average of 15 days to process
documents for project ap-
provals, which is below the 20-
day deadline set by the law.

In addition, project appli-

family).

A few prototypes could
be made for publicity and
evaluation. The R&D to
be subsidised or sponsored.
Hall-car-man
Dhaka

Plea for help

Sir, We often caome
across news items in the
press which say, for in-
stance, that a poor father is

appealing for help, for
treatment of his child as he

cannol aflord the cost.

The cases are generally
of surgery. This kind of pa-
tients often need treal-
ments which are very ex-
pensive, and oflen require
taking the patient out of
the country. The reason be-
ing that sometimes the
treatment required is not
available in our own coun-

try.
It would be a very good

cations which used to require
seven different types of docu-
ments now need only, one sim-
plified document.

These changes, DTl says,
become even more |
when viewed againet the #o-
quirements of sqme of the
ASEAN members. ASEAN s
the Association of Southeast
Asian Nations composed of
Brunei, Indonesia,
Philippines, Singapore and
Thailand

The DTI says that in In-
doncsia, Malaysia and Thai-
land, the processing time

takes about 60 to 90 days.
Thesc countries also require
from 29 to 50 items in In-
vestment applications as
against 20 in the Phili ;
it adds. —_

idea if Initiative is Laken In
the private sector, lo set
up such specialised hospi-
tals as would be of help to
people belonging to the
limited income group. Each
and every time, therefore,
we do not have to depend
upon Lreatment abroad.

Diseases are such a
thing, we really do not
know who will be afflicted

by it.

It is nol possible (o tlake
patients outside the coun-
iry for every 'acute’ but
‘small’ thing.

Therefore, we [eel that
such ts should
be availlable in our country,
to take care of people's
needs, so that helpless fa-
thers do not have to appeal
for help.

Reaz Ahmed
Warl, Dhaka



