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Dhaka Day by Day

The Horror And the Holocaust

by Fayza Haq

The "Environmental exposition” at the
DUCSU Hall was a new endeavour indeed. A
few young artists had got together and created
the chiling and bloodcurdling atmosphere of
“71. One has seen paintings, etchings and even
pieces of sculpture based on that theme. But
this was something like walking into Madame
Tussaud's in London. The horror and fear that
the atmosphere created was more than
Hitchock's "Psycho” or any of the Sherlock
Holmes productions. War movies one has wit-
nessed cheaper by the dozen, but one has seen
nothing of this kind in the city of Dhaka.

What was even more admirable about the
exhibition was that it was the combined effort
of a few young artists. This included Milan Me-
hdi, Niamat [lahi, Prallad, Mahmudur Rehaman
Shagar, Nadir and Praddat. These six young
artists had put their heads together and pre-
sented to the viewers something overwhelm-
ing.

The entire display was in a single hall.
There were no lights, it was so eerie that it
beat a ghost story film or murder and mystery
concoction in celluloid. The pillage the car-
nage, the brutal mass burials, the heartless and
ruthless rapes, and the reducing of humanity
to worse than animals was brought into the
expo with a tremendous impact.

The young artists had used straw, sacking,
actual bones and skulls, clay modclling of des-
ecrated human bodies. Animals like dogs that
gather like vultures over the scene were done
in clay. Stone bits, rubble, pieces of wood and
rubbish reecreated the holocaust of 71 as one
had never witnessed before in Dhaka.

One of the ercations, showed hacked u
portions of human limbs with ugly hauting
skulls and rampant rubbish. It certainly recre-
aled the devastion of the genocide twenty
years ago.

There was another entree raped and
butchered female bodies left without care or
concern. Like the creation earlier, this too was
done with clay, sticks, rags, bits of bricks and
stones. The realism of the presentation was
indeced ove ring. Nobody could witness
the scene and forgive the Pakistani army per-
sonnel and the generals who had engineered
the agony and havoc.

Perhaps what could parallel this scene and
the ones before with what one has seen on the
screen has and read in the books of the Nazi

crucity during World War 1. The agony and fate
of the Jews, gypsies and any political unwanted
persons at that time was brutally annthilated in
a similar manner and left for the dogs or to be

rolled over in mass graves as remembered
from say "Winds of War”. "Gone with the Wind"
and "North and South® appeared fairy tales
when onc compared them to what onc saw
before one's eyes at the DUCSU Hall.

Even at the Madame Tussaud's room of hor-
rors where one saw psychic murdcress and
cruel men from history, the feeling of fear and
revulsion was much less. Having grown up with
brothers and sisters much younger than me |
have witnessed endless war films as they were
fans of such movies. | cannot recall horror to
parallel what | felt seeing in this exhibition.

The demonic and heartless Pakistani sol-
diers, led astray by the ruthless and foolish
commands of the drunken and dissipated gen-
erals, who had little idea of the '[l'LlL situation
in Bangladesh, wcre also delincated with fan-
tastic depth and sensitlivity. These soldiers
were obviously been shown the wrong path and
knew not what they did. But will there be
someone to forgive them? The people of
Bangladesh certainly do not. There is no ques-
tion of forgiving and forgetting a wound so
deep and vast.

The helpless and hapless carcasses ol hall
naked or simply disemboweled pcople brought
to mind the cruelty of the savage luns in the
Middle Ages. Grass, hay, and cloth once again
presented this view with precision,

Since the last 12 years [ have witnessed
many paintings and sculpture pleccs based on
the theme, although never presented under a
single unifying heading. | have always fclt re-
volted at the documentary films about '71. But
this expositions was done with artistic sensi-
bility. It was much more than taping of a few
speeches or willingly presenting of video or
film shots. Everything was done carcfully and
with great caution.

To merely have to create the mauled bodies
or the hungry dogs took not only time and skill
but also fmagination and inspiration. The pre-
sentation with the darkness and occasional
eerie lighting had a scnsational effect.

All is fair in love and war they say. Yet could
these atrocitics, as the young artists had cap-
tured them, be ever wiped away or the trau-
maltic memorics be removed?
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today
Performing Art
Centre

Performing Art Centre will
organise a discussion and cul-
tural function at Biswa Shahitya
Kendro auditorfum today at 4
p.In. to observe the Indepen-
dence Day, 1991].

Reazuddin Ahmed Presi-
dent, Bangladesh Federal
Union of Journalists (BFUJ)
will be the chief guest in the
function.

Village doctors'
meeting

A meeting of the Palli Chik-
itshak Samity (Village Doctors’
Association) will be held today
(Friday) at 10 a.m. at 47
Dilkusha Commercial area (4th
floor, Libralink), Dhaka- 1000,

Jamalpur Chhatra
Sangsad

A discussion meet on ‘Mahe
Ramzan —month of sacrifice
and tolerance will be held to-
day (Friday) at 5 pm under the
auspices of Jamalpur Chhatra
Kallyan Sangsad in Dhaka’ at

central Cafeteria of Dhaka Uni- !

versity (ground floor of DUCSU
Bhaban). The discussion will be
followed by Iftar.

JSP meeting

An extended meeting of
Jatiya Sramic Party (JSP) will
be held on March 30 and 31 at
123, New Kakrail road (first
floor), Shantinagar.

On March 30 Acting Chair-
man of Jatiya P Mizanur
Rahman Chowdhury will attend

the inaugural function as chief
’ . est while presidium member
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jam in varsities

The t has consti-
tuted a high-level committee
with Prol. Zillur Rahman

Siddiqui as convenor to rec-
ommend ways and means to
reduce session in the uni-
versities, an ! handout
sald in Dhaka Thursday, re-
poris BSS.

The committee will
recommendations within three
wecks to the government
about possible measures to re-
duce scssion jam, find out
causes of the jam, and formu-

late plan to avert session jams
at the educational institutions
in future.

The members of the com-
mittee are: Prof. Mahmud
(Bangladesh University of En-
gineering and Technology),
Prof. Mozaffar Ahmed (IBA,
Dhaka University] and *Prof.
Anupam Sen [Chi Uni-
versity). The Registrar of
Shahjalal University of Science
and Techneology, Dr, Bazlul
Mobin Chowdhury, will act as
the member-Secretary of the

commitiee.

Hamidullah Khan, MP. Adv
ocate Shamsul Huq Chowdhury
and journalist Gias Kamal
Choudhury have been also
included in the committee.

The wuniversities of the
country hawve been suffering
from session jam by two to four
years due o the closing of the
universities at whims during
last few years and the defer-
ring of the examination dates,
the handout added.

JP legal aid
body formed

By Staff Correspondent

Jatitya Party has formed a
“legal aid” committee to pro-
vide legal aid to detained
members including former
President Ershad.

Former minister Advocate
Fazle Rabbl has been made
convener of the B5]1-member
commiltee.

Hearing of wnit
petition challenging
Wage Boar
award Mar 31

The writ petition challeng-
ing the implementation of the
Wage Board award for journal-
ists and other employees will
come up for hearing on March
31, reports BSS.

The petition will be heard
before a Division Bench of the
High Court Division compris-
ing Justice Mohammad Abdul
Jalil and Justice Kazi Shafiud-
din.

Senior Advocate Khondker
Mahbubuddin Ahmed with Ad-
vocate Joynal Abedin are rep-
resenting the Bangladesh

Sangbadpatra Parishad (BSP),
the petitioner.

Barrister Akhter Imam with
Advocate Sk. Habib-ul-Alam,
Advocate Md. Khalequzzaman
and Advocate Mozammel
Huque Mehdi are representing
the respondents Bangladesh
Federal Union of Journalists
(BFUJ), Bangladesh Newspa
pers Press Workers Federation
(BNPWF) and Bangladesh
Newspapers Employees Feder-
ation (BNEF).

Abdul Wadud Bhuiyan, Ad-
ditional Attorney General will
defend the case on behalf of
the Secretary, Ministry of In-
formation and Chairman, Wage
Board.

A 'mela' with a purpose

BSCIC had a handicrafts ex-
hibition at the Shilpakala
Academy premises to celebrate
Independence Day. The
shopkeepers invited to partic-
ipate ranged from those who
normally sat in New Market to
those who carried on their
business in Baridhara and
Gulshan.

The exhibition was of a
humble nature. It invited the
not so well to do and certainly
did not lure those who lived In
Dhanmandi{ or Banani. The
prices of the items were ex-
tremely reasonable, but the
quality of the products would
not invite a passing fancy for
the upper middle class.

It was interesting to note
that what one finds in the oc
casional melas were presented
with care and neatness. One
normally finds these items
anywhere from the Shishu
Park near Shabagh to New
Market, Green Road and New
Elephant Road.

In the brass and copper
shop there were butterfly sets
available for Tk. 110. A set of
brass birds was there for the
same price. Decorated jars
could be bought for Tk. 175
while plain ones could be had
for Tk. 150. A set of brass fish
in a case was for Tk. 325 while
the k scts were for Tk.
300. A pair of brass ducks
could be had for Tk. 50. Tiny
goblets and glasses in the

il
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Viewers at an exhibition of cottage products at Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy in city on Thursday. Thousands of
people are daily crowding the stalls put up by the BSCIC in
its attempt to publicise domestic products. But then, can
Bangladeshi items sell well in view of a host of levies that

make them costlier than the imported ones ?

Omar Khayyam style was there
for Tk. 60. "Kajaldani® and
"Shurmadan{” could be had for
Tk. 15 to Tk. 40.

A brass "Kula", for decora-
tion purpose, was there for Tk.
350, while cigarette cases in
brass were for Tk. 100. Gaudy
"surahi”" and glass sets with
stone setting were for Tk. 150
each.

The "pradeep” holder in
copper was for Tk. 200. An
interesting combination of a
copper and brass pen holder
could be had for Tk. 300. A tif-
fin carcer of brass, costing Tk.
415, was another useful ftem il
not exactly attractive. Pots for
plants with engravings, also in
brass, ranged from Tk. 300 to

Tk 400.
Onec had scen these (tems

many a time simply going lo
and fro to office, passing New
Elephant Road.

More quaint and the typi-
cally mela {tems were clay
statues, horses and deer rang-
ing from Tk 30 to Tk 60.
Painted deer were available
from Tk. 12 to Tk. 40. A set of
wooden ducks in black and red
and made from wood was for
Tk. 15. A clay teaset with three
cups was for Tk. 15.
Meanwhile clay toys, tiny in
size, ranging from cats to pen-
guins, were to be had from
Tk. 3 to Tk. 10. There was the
westernised kissing couple for
Tk. 120. Aluminium plaques of
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Sheitkh Mujib and General Zia
was crammed in between the
toys and they could be had for
Tk. 40.

Clay fruits and vegclable
brought in the village atmo-
sphere in yet another stall
Bitter gourds were for Tk. 4,
mangoes for Tk. 4 and lichi
bunches lor Tk. 5 apicce. A scl
of "pan”, "supari” and cigarctte
or a plate of biscuits, all done
in clay, could be had for Tk. 5
to Tk. 6.

More cosmopolitan was the
exhibit by Ruby Shilpi Kuti. It
had dolls made by needy
women at Mirpur. Thirty
women had becn employed for
this small industry. These dolls
varied from Tk. 30 to Tk. 300.
The attempts werc both cast-
ern and western in outlook.
Embroidered bags and wall
pockets ranged for from Tk
35 to Tk. 60.

Shetuli and Aarong has
items of this type by the
dozens. There was nothing
new in them but thecy made
the mela more colourful and

varied.
Handmade cards were
there for Tk. 15 1o Tk. 285.

They were done by art stu-
dents and are normally avail-
able in New Market stalls. The
same slall sold wood and alu-
minfum plaques of
Rabindranath and Nazrul as
well as General Zia for Tk, 25.
Il you went in for a flag and ab-
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Assistant Chiafnfr Staff Air Cum Shamsher Ali is seen with the winners of BAF

Qirat and Azan competition concluded at Dhaka Cantonment on Thursday,
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Body to reduce session |

z{nniversary of
Ibrahim Khan's

death today
By Staff Correspondent

The 13th anniversary of
death of Principal [brahim
Khan will be observed today

F )
’;-ert socto cultural or-

ganisations have taken up pro
grammes to mark the death of
the noted educationist, writer
and social worker of the sub

continent. lbrahim Khan
Academy and Ibrahim Khan
Parishad will jointly hold a dis
cussion at Kakelt High School

| at Dhanmondt in the city at 4

pm. Another discussion jointly
organised by |brahim Khan
College. Pllot High School and
Madrasa will be held at
Tangail. Similar programme
has also been taken up at
Karatia Sadat University
College on this day

Ibrahim Khan's eldest son
Asaduzzaman Khan allas Suja
Mia and daughter Begum
Khaleda Habib will hold Milad
Mahfil and feed the destitute
at their respective residences
in Dhaka in observance of the

clery

Discussion on
Syed Abdus
Sultan today

By Staff Correspondent

Dhanmondi Shahitya Chakra
will hold a discussion mecting
late Syed Abdus Sultan at 373,
Mlu Road, Maghbazar at 9-30
a m today (Friday)

Begum Suflia Kamal will at-
tend it as chiel gust while
Professor Kabir Chowdhury
will preside.

The participants in the dis-
cussion meeting include Dr
Ashraf Siddiqui. Abu Rushd,
Luthur Rahman Sarker, Ramzan
All Khan Majlis,. M. A. Mohai-
men. Abul Fazal Shamsuzza-
man, Abdul Majid, Alf lHossain,
Sadequa Shafiullah, |lazera
Nazrul, Golam Rabbani and
Mina Aziz.

siract symbolic creation you
paid Tk. 35

The fower stall had scis of
Nowers which ranged from Tk.
115 to Tk. 200 and were madce
ol cloth. A rose or tulip or
cherry flower stick was for Tk.
10 cach. Trailling plastic
moncy plant lcaves could be
had from Tk. 25 to Tk. 35.

Leather items were tLhere
too. They included jewellery
boxes, handbags, pencil hold-
ers, carry bags, picture frames
and slippers. The prices were
certainly lkess than whal you
found in the normal handi-
crafts shops along Mirpur Road
and Green Road, leaving
Gulshan aside.

Eatables were included like
hot olive, plum and lcmon
pickles as well as guava and
apple jelly for Tk. 25 to Th 27.

There was a stall, that is
normally found in Baridhara,
and it sold cradics and chairs
of jute for Tk. 60. Table mals
were to be had for Tk. 25 for
13 pleces,

There was a bookstall too
with novels and pocms of
someonc called Dilara Khanum
Dolly. She was sclling audio
cassetics of her songs oo,

Modest as was the handi-
craflt show il also iIncluded
prints of [amous Bangladeshi
artist ke Zainul Abedin and
Sultan. Melas of such type
bring back the simplicity to
our lives that is vanishing so
rapidly with the unavoidable
mechanisation and modernity.
Pecople with limiled budgets
got a chance to buy nightiecs
and “kurtas” al reasonable
rates without avoiding the
hustle and bustle of Gousia or

—~Fuyza Haq.

Jamaat urges to
investigate cause
of jail rebellion

By Staff Correspondent

Maulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami, Secretary General of
Jamaat-c-Islami in a statement
to the press on Thursday
urged tlEc authorities con-
cerned to (Investigale the
causes of recent jail rebellion.

Bangladesh Muslim Iﬁl
in a statement on Thursday

condoled at the killing of eight
prisoners in Comilla Jail.

The stalement issued Md
Ayenuddin, President of the
Muslim League, Senjor Viee
President Kamruzzaman Khan
and Sgcretary General MA
Salam also demanded imme-
diate of judicial enquiry inito
Comilla Jail incident.
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