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Iraﬂ to Ein Arab e meet :
Iraq to take part in an Arab League Foreign
Ministers' meeting in Caire, the official Iragi News Agency
(INA) announced : AFP from Nicosia.

n& Director of the Ministry's Arab section, Saad
Kassemn Hammoundi, will head the Iraqi delegation for Satur-
day's meeting, INA said.

It will be the first official contact between Iraq and Minis-

ter from Arab countries that took part in the US-led military
coalition that drove lragi troops out of Kuwait.
Israeli killed in West Bank : -

i
:

was killed in the occupled West Bank by
assailants on Tuesday, military sources said, rcports

were fired at the settler's car while he was driv-
Ramallah around 10.00 pm (1900 GMT), the
The man lost control of his vehicle and slammed
said.

then pulied the settler out of the car and

added.
experts to Gulf:

of experts to combat the huge oil
Gull from damaged terminals in
the Gulf war, a spokesman for the
on Tuesday, reports Reuter.

specialists and civil servants would
rations to retrieve crude from Gulf
spokesman said.

second team of 12 desalination plant experts will go
udi Arabia to help prevent oil entering the plants and to
ofl already inside them

in ari « Riots crupted in a western Paris
Suburb after a young Arab was shot dead by a security guard
on Tuesday evening, police said in Paris, Reuter reports.

Police said about 100 young Arabs gathered ncar a shop-
ping centre in the western suburb of Sartrouville alter the
man was killed.

They threw boltles and stones and clashed with police by
midnight (2300 GMT) more, than 100 riot police were at the
scene, confronting about 60 riolers. ;

French radio said the Arab youth was killed by a supermar-
ket security guard, who had been arrested. This could not be

immediately confirmed by police.

Two hostages killed in Canada:

Two inmates who had taken hostages in a high-securily
prison in Prince Albert in Canada, Saskatchewan were shot
dead by prison guards and a third was wounded alter a 24-
hour stand ofl, reports AFP,

Guards stormed the area held by the hostage-takers after
the knife-wielding inmates threatened to cut off the limbs of
their two captivates, a prison guard another inmate.

Prison authoritics belicved the crisis would be resolved
peaccfully Monday night after a third hostage had been re-
leased, but the hostage-ltakers then increased their demands
during ensuing negotiations.

UNESCO expedition soon : .

International UNESCO expedition, the great silk road, may be
held soon after the National UNESCO Committee in the
USSR and organising committees in central Asian Republics
and Kazakhstan signed an appropriate agrecment in

Tashkent, IAN.
Tircrm will take place from April, 19 to June 18,
1991 on the territory of Turkmenia, Uzbckistan and Kaza-

khstan, and involve researchers from 25 countries, including
Ethnographers, Historians Archaeologists, Ecologists and
Linguists . The of the expedition includes scien-
tific seminars in Khiva and Alma Ata, folk festivals in Central

Asian capitals and other arrangements.

Indo-Pak tromas clash: rakistani troops
suffered heavy casualtics Monday when Indian soldiers
repelled their attempt to cross the border into India, a

sentor defence official said in Nammu, India rcports AFP.
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"Heavy casualties were inflicted on the Pakistanis. And on

the Indian side

some [soldiers) were injured the official, who

did not want to be identified, said in this winncr capital of

the northern State,

He did not give detafls of the clashes that took place in the
district of Keran in northem Kashmir.

US to deploy Arm

officers in Bahrain

WASIHINGTON, Mar 27 :The
United States said Monday it is
discussing with its allies the
possibility of stationing a few
hundred army stall officers in
the Gulf in what would be the
first permanent US army pres-
ence in the region, reports
Reuter.

White House spokesman
Marlin Fitzwater said that un-
der discussion is moving part
of the US central command
from its Florida headquarters
to a Gull site. The central
command is headed by Allied
Commander General Norman
Schwarzkopl.

"Our allies in the region and
the central command are
looking at the possibility of
placing a
in the Gulf area so that we may
more casily facilitate training

and coordination with our Gulf

allies,” Fitzwater told re-

of that stall

This would be part of a
head unit. It would not
be ground forces, nor would it

be the command hceadquarters
itself, he said.

Though Fitzwatcr said the
site was still to be worked out,

 an administration official said

it was likely to be Bahrain be-
cause of longstanding US close
ties with that Gull nation.

" Fitzwater said the United
States and its allies—victorious
in driving Iraq from Kuwail
last month—Were interested in
having some planning stafl lo-
cated in the Gulf permanently.

He said he did not know
how many stall officers were
involved but that *we're clearly
just talking a few hundred.”

The United States has
maintained a naval presence in
the Gull for 40 years, but not
an army onc,

LONDON, Mar 27:- Kurdish
rebels sald they overran an
Iraqi airfield south of the
northern ofl city of Kirkuk on

, €A two combat
aircraft and burning others,
reports Reuter.

A spokesman for the Iragi
Kurdistan [ront, an umbrella
group for Kurdish orga-
nisations, said he had been
given the news by veteran
Kurdish guerilla lcader Jalal
Talabani, who has returned to
Iraq afller years of exile. The
spokesman said "Kurdish
forces have established control
of Khalid airpert..and a number
of Iraqgi jcts have been burned.
One Mig and one Suhkhol are
in the hands of the Kurds in
full working condition.®

The report could not be in-
dependently verilied.

Another message f[rom
Riyadh adds: About 100,000
Iraql soldiers, one-tenth of the
army, are believed to have
been killed in the six-weck
Gulfl war, Allied military
sources said on Monday.

They said it was impossible
to be more precise. Most of
the Iraqis would have died
during the five wecks ol re-
lentless Allied air attacks on
troop positions and supply
lines which the four-
day ground war to oust lraq
from Kuwait.

These would have been
buried in the desert long be-
fore Allled grounds troops
reached their positions.

Nor was it known for sure
how many Iraqi soldiers, were
on the battleficld to start with,
the sources said.

Estimates just before the
war of more than 500,000
massed in Kuwait and southern
Iraq were now seen as inflated.

"There might have been a
total of about 100,000 Iraqi
soldiers who died that is

~ US troops In
Gulf mailing

arms home

JERSEY CITY (New Jerscy),
Mar 27 : US troops hcaded
back from the Gulf are illegally
mailing home weapons they
picked up during the war,
postal workers at a New Jersey
Bulk ‘Mail Facility rcported,
says AFP.

"It séems as if some troops

got a little carried away with
their tmghiﬂ of war,” said

John Leyden, Assistant
Director ol the customs scr-
vice oflice.

Dozens of Iragqi automatic
rifles, knives and bayoncts
have been found by postal and
customs officials in the duflel
bags shipped through Necw
Jersey, said a postal
spokesman who added that no
other mailing centre had
reported the problem.

The shipped wcapons
which began to be discovered
two weeks ago, violate fedcral
and military regulations which
prohibit sending arms through
the mail, and postal officials
said troops could be prose-
cuted.

"This usually happens after
a war,” said postal spokesman
Frank Santora. "But sending
weapons is oul the question.”

Package from the Gull are
x-rayed upon arrival at the
New J centre, the largest
of the 21 centres around the
country : The wcapons arc
confiscated and the packages
.are shipped on with a note
outlining federal regulations
and penaltics.

No accidents involving the
weapons have occurred, bul
authorities are concerned
about the potential hazards.

“This place is full of them,”
said Tom Mallahcy, a postal
union leader, "I'm worried that
something ‘might happen. I'm
worried about an explosion
peady to happen.”

Wolves" at the
presentations.

e
e

with presenter Barbara Streisand after she presented him
with his Oscar as Best Director for the movie "Dances With
63rd annual

Academy Award
—AFP phato

LOS ANGELES, Mar 27:
Kevin Costner, once snubbed
by major studios, was the new
golden b:ﬁcrnf Holl on
Tuesday his film Dances
with Wolves won seven Oscars,
reports Reuter.

Costner, a quiet, studious
36-year-old who had never be-
fore directed a film scored a
personal triumph when he
picked up Oscars for best di-
rector and for best picture.

British actor Jeremy lrons
was named best actor for his
role of Danish-born soclalite
Claus von Bulow, who was
cleared of the attempted mur-
der of his comatose wile, in
the tragi-comedy of Manners
Reversal of Fortune.

American Kathy Bates, a 42-
ycar-old leading stage actress
relatively unknown in the film
indu:uzrturﬁ.ﬂ]y accepted the
Oscar best actress for her
role of an obsessional fan who
smashes the ankles of an au-
thor to keep him writing In
miscry.

the :h:l we can
come to form
the Infor-thnm .:hm
pleced r. a senior
weslern source said.
“It's almost | 1o
know how many were on the
battleficld to begin with be-
cause so many deserted during

the war®, said Lhe Riyadh-
based source.

Report from Washington
says : The Uniled States has no
intention of becoming directly
involved in the unrest In Iraq
but will down gun-
ships mmthm
threaten Allied troops,

International

ﬁlﬂcmmﬂum

ourselves in the internal con-
flict in Iraq,” spokesman Mar-
lin Fitzwater told reporters in
discussing unrest threatening
the government of iragi Pres-
ident Saddam Hussecin.
Fitzwaler said the use of he-
lcopters against insurgents

violated the spirit of the order

President George Bush
stopping the Aghting but was
"not covered by the terms of
the ceasefire” reached by Iragi
and Allled commanders.

Bush has publicity de-
nounced Saddam for using he-

the White House said on Tucs- }Ek"""l "'Ir' ;"“'l': "f:;‘::i"l

BAMAKO (Mali) : Lieutenant Colonel Hamadoun Touman

Toure, head of the National Reconciliation Council (CNR)
formed by Mali's armed forces and police, meets Mar 25
with representatives of other groups who helped oust
President Moussa Traore. The CNR, which has seized
power, has suspended the constitution and dissolved the
government and the ruling single party, the Malian
People's Democratic Union. — AFP photo

E-EOBE B BY| Onelakh Iraqi troops killed
in war: US to down copters

strongholds in lIraq. bul
Fitzwater sald there was no di- -
rect violation of the ceascfire
now in eflfect.
The Presidential
spokesman saild the under-
on helicopters “was a
sidc discussion, nothing in

writing.
The remarks by Bush
signalled, in effect,

the

not enter the turmofl that
erupted shorty aller the Gulf
war ended last month.

Some Kurdish leaders had
publicity called for American
assislance, but Fitzwater said
ne (ormal requcsts had been
reccived.

The United States has
downed two Iragl jets [lying
missions against the insur-
gents, but has been vague about
what it would do about heli-
copters.

"We made it clear that we
do not believe that they should
be flying helicopters or fixed-
wing aircralt over the country,
that we intended to shoot
down [ixed-wing aircrall be-
cause of the direct threat that
they posed to our forces,”
Fltzwater said.

He said armed jcts were
considered an Immediate
threat to Allied forces, but that

helicopters did not gencrate
the same concrms.

"Fixed-wing aircralt fly sev-
eral hundred miles an hour,”
he said. "Thcy carry bombs
that could threaten coalition
forces.”

"Helicopters, they My
slower. It's easicr to detect. We
would apply the same kind of

judgement,” Fitzwater said. "If

they threaten US forces or
coalition forces, they'll be at-
tacked.”

Defence Department
spokesman Pete Willlams told
rcporters the Iraqi govern-
ment continues to consolidate
control in the southern of
the country, but that the situa-
tion remains fluid.

Rebels controls the ofl city
of Kirkuk in the north,
Wiliams said, but there is evi-
dence that Iragi forces are re-
grouping there.

Fitzwater sald the with-
drawal of US combat troops
[rom the Gulf was not rclated
to unrest in Iraq. But would be
basced upon the implementa-
tion of a permancnt ceasefire
now being drafted at the
United Nations.

"We have carried out the
mandate of the United Na-
tions,” Fitzwater said. "We have
acted on behalf of the interests
of our country.”

Troops arrest President of

Mal1 as riots continue

DAKAR, Mar 27 : Mali's
armed forces and police have
scized power and formed a
National Reconciliation Coun-
cil, radio Bamako monitored
here reported, quoting an offi-
cial communique, reports AFP.

The National Reconciliation

Council [CNR), headed by a
Lieutenant- Colonel, has sus-
pended the constitution and
dissolved the government and
the ruling single party, the
Malian People's Democratic
Union (UDPM), the commu-
nique said.

Earlier report adds : Mali
President Moussa Traorc was
arrested by soldiers from his
own army amid widesprecad
rioting and heavy gunfire in
the capital Bamako, wilncsses
said Tuesday, reports Reuter.

"The President has been ar-
rested — it was soldiers who
arrested him," said one wit-
ness who dcclined to be
named.

Another said he was Traore
taken early Tuesday in a hcav-
ily armed military convoy [rom

the presidential palace to-
wards a military air base.

Traore, who scized power
in a 1968 coup, has bcen
fighting for his political sur-
vival against a powerful pro-
democarcy movement which
launched an indcfinite gencral
strike on Monday.

The movement was de-
manding the President’s res-
fjgnation and an end to one-

rty rule in this vast but im-
poverished West Alfrican coun-

Three days ol clashes be-
tween demonstrators and se-
curity forces over the weckend
left at least 150 people dcad
and a thousand woundcd, ac-
cording to western diplomalts,

In official broadcasts,
Traore put the death toll at
276.

"He has been arrested,” said

" Bakary Karambe, head of Mali's
only trade union and President
of the Pro-democarcy Coordi-
nating Committee, adding that
the President was being held

by paratroopers.

“Costner bags 7 Oscars, says
he'll let kids touch them

A year ago, Dances with
Wolves, the spectacular story
of a cavalry licutenant played
by Costner who deserts his
post to join a Sioux Indian

tribe in the 1860s, was
derided by his critics as
Kevin's gate.

It was a satirical reference
to heaven's gate, the film that
came to symbolise excess and
ego.
g‘:.Eml'.1.14|'.Il«:m told Costner his
film was too difficult to make
and, with subtitles for Indian
speakers and running to three
hours, would not sell.

But Costner, smiling and
punching his fists into the air
in triumph, showed on Monday
night he had overcome his

‘eritics.

*| had an earnest desire to
make that film, said Costner,
who took a giant salary cut be-
fore his film was finally dis-
tributed by Orion Pictures.

Costner was never in school
long enough to join the main-

stream, so he concentrated on
sports and excelled in football,
baseball and basketball at high
school level.

He married his colle
sweetheart, Cindy, when he
was 20. They now have three
young children.

.Asked what he was going to
do with his Oscars, he said,

"I'm going to let the kids touch

them, then I'm taking them
away from them. They break
at their age."

His success, he said, would .

not go to his head. "I can
myself in check because it st
matters to me what people
think of me. | care what E
parents think, what my frie
think,” he said.

Costner said he thought

"dances” had a "lair chance" of

winning Oscars in some of the
12 categories for which it had
been neminated,” but didm't
think he would get best diree-
tor and best picture awards.

He said Traore had becn ar-
rested for failing to bow to op-
position demands that he re-
sign.
Karambe said there had not
been a coup d'ctat. Opposition
leaders would meet the mili-
tary this morning to decide
what to do with the President.

Fresh violence erupted
around 11.30 p.m. (2330
GMT) on Monday and swept
quickly through the city of half
a million people.

Soldiers took up defcnsive
positions and sped through the
city in armourcd cars, scaling
ofl key arcas such as the state
tclevision centre.

Gunlfire from small arms
and heavier weapons cracked

and boomed above the shout- L

ing and confusfon. Tracer bul-
lets strcaked across the sky
and fires flamed around the
city.

Karambe said the gunfire
was pcople shooting into the
air in celebration. But western
diplomats said thcre also was
some looting.

The diplomats said the
overall picturc was unclear.
"Il's a very fluid situation .... a
very dangerous one,” saild one

He said it appeared that
fighting had broken out be-
tween different factions of
Traore's :

mmﬂ the Central Ba-
gricl Toure Hospital said two
or three people had died so far
during the night's violence, but
the final toll could be higher.
They said at lcast six pcople
had been injured.

305 rebels killed
in Myanmar
<o RO, e ilied 308

305
insurgents in their one-
operations in the mrtm

command and north-cast com-
mand areas, Myanmar press
Monday, rcports

arms, 226 assorted mines, and
45.17 kilos of heroin and

664.38 kilos of were
seized in 41 major

The Duily Star S

Off the Record
I'm scared: Sophia Loren

Loren. -
ding back
tears as she
held her
sccond Oscar,
sald she was
still scared to
face the
awards
ceremony 30
years aller
receiving her
first award.

She is the
only perfo-
rmer 0 have

the Iltalian
“Two women”
in 1961,
"Tonight I'm
still scared.”
Loren told the
star-studded
awards cerec-
mony at the
Shrine Audito-
rfum in Los
Angeles.” |

"But | am not alonc and | will share this eventiul evening
with the three men in my life. My husband Carlo Ponti, with-
out whom | woulkdn't be the person whe | am today. and my
two sons. . . * Loren said.

The academy said Loren, who has a
since as a fllm extra in the [talian
Vadis” in 1949, had in a carcer rich with memberable perfor-
mances, added permanent luster 1o our artform.”

Loren first arrived In Hol in 1958 and starred In
such fiims as “Boy on a Dolphin,” desire under the eims,” “El

cid™ and "Arabesque.”

She needed his consent

TOULOUSE: A civil court Tucsday prohibited a 36-year-old
widow from gaining access to sperm that her husband de-
posited in a sperm bank in 1985, four years before he died of
AIDS, AP.

The court upheld the action of the sperm bank’'s manage-
ment, which Claire Gallon she could not have the sperm
because of a contract specifying it could be used only il her
husband was L to give his consent.
had ed s with the Center for
the study and Conservation of Sperm in 1985, when he was
suffering from testicular cancer and feared that treatment
might render him sterile.

Two years later, after receiving several blood transfusions,
he was determined to have acquired immune deficiency
syndrome. He died in July 1989,
wife, secking tuuhb;w a child, asked the center to re-
the sperm, but she was rebuffed and went to court.

The court backed the center and said it could destroy the
sperm after three months. The delay was intended to allow a

possible appeal by Mrs. Gallon.

Mrs. Gallon's lawyer, uc Labbe, said the widow was
secking only to gain possession of the sperm. lle said she
would make a decision about impregnating hersell only after
further deliberations and consultations.

During a hearing in February, Labbe said Mrs. Gallon was
convinced that the frozen sperm was not contaminated with
the AIDS virus. That issue was not addressed by the court in

its judgement.

Rabbits' rampage

WELLINGTON (New Zecaland): A South Island town °
with tens of thousands of rabbits plans a mass shoot
of their plentiful pest-pn Easter weekend, reports AP.

The town of Alexandra, which calls itsclf the rabbit capital
of the world, will offer cash prizes to tcams of hunters that
shoot the most rabbits in a 28-hour period.

Hunters from two area shooting clubs will go into a draw
for 12 "well-stocked” blocks of laxd. Their booty will be
counted on Saturday night at the town's Easter Festival. The
winning team will reccive 500 Dollars {(about 320 U. S.
Dollars).

Aside from the significance of Easter for Christian rcii-
gions, children in many parts of the world-expect candy and
presents on Easter Sunday momning from a mythological
“Easter Bunny.”

Bid to stop anti-Gorbachev stir

Rallies banned
in Moscow

MOSCOW, March 27 : The
Sovicl government has banned
rallies in Moscow for the next
three weeks in a bid to clamp
down on protests against
President Mikhail Gorbachev
as he fights to hold the country
together, reports Reuter.

The government on Monday
told Moscow’s city council —
dominated by anti-communist
radicals — thc KGB and the

Interior Minister to take
"necessary measures” o carry
out the order, the official Tass

have return (o work before
talks began, it is not known
who he will be mecling, the
men who have downed tools
claim Paviov wants to talk only
to strike-breakcrs.

Iraqi envoy
injured 1n
Ankara blast

ANKARA, Mar 27: An Iragi

news said. diplomat was wounded by a
The ban on rallics starts bomb which blew up his car in
and runs to April 15, a Ankara Tuesday, an Iragl em-

period which covers a planned
demonstration in suppori ol
Russian leader Boris Yeltsin as
well as the implementation of
slecp price raises on food and
an ongoing sirike by miners
demanding beticr pay.

The miners, some of whom
also want Gorbachcv's resigna-
tion, are confident the April 2
price increascs will boost pub-
lic support for their cause.

Prime Minister Valenlin
Paviev set Friday as the start-
ing date for talks to settle the

crippling miners’ sloppage,
which ministcrs say has cost

bassy sourcc sald, rcporis
Reuler.

“An Iragql diplomat was
taken to hospiial. 1 haven't
seen him. It was his car which
exploded,” said the source at
the embassy, who did not give
his name.

He did not identify the
diplomat or give any other de-
tadls.

Earlier this year Turkey
asked 50 lragi di , em-
stafl, teachers and oll-

men and their familics o leave

more than three million _ 4 kept the remaining 25
tonnes of coal. iraqi officials under close
But it was unclear whether o noe :

Paviov's deciston to meel min-

ers’ rescnlalives could be Turkey allowed US planes

as a retreal, to Ny missions against

Although he had previously Imaq during Oull war, but
insisted the strikers would sent no troops In the Cuill



