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Dhaka Day by Day
Shoppers Get Raw Deal

by S. Y. Bakht
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The Eid shopping season has just started in
the city with beginning of the month of Ramzan.
The family shopping spree will increase in the
coming days.

But for shoppers, a trip to the local shopping
centre may not tumn out to be a pleasant one at
all. Frequent traffic jams, over-crowded markets
without proper public facilities, wide circulation
of counterfeit and sub-standard products, poor

-customer service and a host of other somewhat

unpredictable problems can turn a shopping
trip into a frustrating and exhaustive ordeal.

This is generally the time year-marked for
doing the family shopping in clothes and other
personal use items, and also for buying gifts for
near and dear ones.

It is considered to be a booming time for
business, as a major portion of the total annual
merchandise retailing business is done during
the two Eid festival periods. Shop-owners, in a
number of shopping centres of the city, claim:to
do more business during this time of the year
than ‘n. any other single period of the year.

Among the numerous shopping centres and
markets in the city, none of them happens to
provide the required minimum standard ol
publft service amenities and facilities and most
of them flout safety regulations.

Almost all shopping centres and markets in
the city do not have adequate parking facilities,
forcing cars and rickshaws to park on the
streets. Even on a regular day, there are severe
traffic jams during peak-hours on major streets
near New Market, Baftul Mukurram, Gulistan,
Elephant Road, Mouchak at Malibagh and other
places. The traffic problem just compounds
during busy shopping periods, often clogging
major streets for hours.

Many shopping malls do not even have public
totlets and the ones that do have them are so
unhygienic. that they are unfit for use. Drinking
waler [acilities and rest-arecas for shoppers are
not available in any city shopping centre. A good’
number of these markets also frequently violate
safety standards and regulations.

However, most of the shops in the city are
extremely well-stocked and it seems that as
long as demand is there, supply of goods remain
surprisingly steady. A wide variety of products
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"All must be vigilant so that
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, achieved alter long
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Centenarian, litterateur and
journalist Mohammad
Nasiruddin on Tuesday called
upon the people to come for-
ward for giving democracy an

institlutional shape, reports
[3SS
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are available in Dhaka. According to a number of
shoppers, just about everything, including
smuggled goods and contraband {tems, are
available in the big city. Smuggled sarees,
cosmetics,shirts, trousers, shoes, electronic
items, cigarettes, food-stulls and various other
items are abundantly and very much openly
available in city shops.

Some city shops have such a wide variety of

_smuggled goods that shoppers pupulﬁ'rly refer

to them as "Dubai Market” and “Singapore
Market”. In one such market in the city,
advance orders are taken for goods not available
at the moment, with an assurance of bringing in
the product in only a week's time.

Sarees are perhaps the most widely
smuggled clothing ftem and the one most
sought-after by women shoppers. Shop-keepers
in more than one market in the city have been
heard to boast of having the "very latest design”
Indian sarees available.

Counterfeit and sub-standard products are
also widely sold in ¢ity markets, making it
difficult for shoppers to judge the quality of the
product they are buying. A shopper recently
bought a nice bottle of expensive perfume, only
to find out later that it contained locally
concocted spurfous liquid inside. Thus,
shoppers may find themseives in a helpless
situation, unable to get any form of reasonable
retribution for being blatantly cheated. Although
legal frameworks ps do exist, consumers
do not seem to be able to get any form of
protection. Shoppers also have to be on the
look-out for counterfeit bank-notes, as their
circulation increases around this time.

Anti-smuggling raids by law enforcing
agencies increase in frequency around this time
of the year. In previous years, well-publicised
raids were conducted to "stamp out” smuggling,
typically by raiding only a handful of shops in
some prominent city markets to confiscate
smuggled sarees and other goods. Shoppers
pointed out that these kind of raids fail to
control smuggling, to any meaningful degree, all
they do is cause a price-hike at the height of
the shopping season. To control smuggling
effectively the entry points need to be
monitored more diligently, they noted.

decnee and National Day.
lleld at the institute
premises at Dhanmondi, the

President Prol.
Ahmed as chiel guest.
Prof. Kabir Chowdhury, Prof.
Abul Kalam Manzur Morshed,
Fakhruzzaman Chowdhury and
Sharifullah participated in a
discussion session on "the role
of Nazrul literature in our in-

dependence struggle.” The

lajuddin
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Exccutive Director of Nazrul

Institute Prof. Moniruzzaman

gave the s h of welcome.
"Nasiruddin said the Ban-
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galee nation would not tolcrate
any conspiracy against the in-
dependence of the country.
Autocracy, which suppresses
democracy, flundamental rights
and freedom of speech, had no

place in our soil, he added.
Prof. lajuddin said the
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Nazrul literaturc had inspired
the people of the country in
the struggle against the British
and during our Liberation War.

The participants in the dis-
cussion said Poet Nazrul cnvi-
sioned democracy and fought
for ending the discrimination
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discussion was attended by |
Former Adviser to the Acling |

An eme mecting of
the Executive mittee of
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(Thursday) at 5 p.m. at the
Dh-hemninncltrm
in Dhaka, reports BSS. _

All members of the commit-
ice have been requested to at-
tend the meeting

Rotary Club meet

The Bth regular week
meeting of the Rotary Club
Uttara will be held today
(Thursday) at 5.15 p. m. at the
residence of Rtn. A Rab
Chowdhury ‘Himonecer House
No. 21, Road Ne. 3, Sector 3,
Uttara. The meeting will be

followed by IRar, says a press
reicase.

Estate Acquisition
and Tenancy Act
(2nd Amendment)
Ordn promulgated

The

government has pro-
mulgated the Estate
Acquisition and Tenancy Act
(Second Amendment)
Ordinance, ]991, repealing
earlier Ordinance to restore
Section B6 of the Act in the In-
terest of the landless farm
lamilies, reports BSS.

An official handout Monday
said the second amendment's
Ordinance of the Act was pub-
lished in the Extraordinary
GCazette of March 9, 1988]
while the first onc was pub-
lished in the Gazette of
January 2, 1991,

The first amendment of the

Estate Aquisition and T\
Act, 1850 (Ordinance No 3,
1991] was promulgated to
amend Section 86 of the Act.
As a result, the future of the
landless farm families who
have been leased out Khas
Land in accreted land and gov-
ernment Khas Land have be-
come uncertain and disputes
arose,

After reconsidering the en-
tire issues, the government
promulgated the Second
Amendment Ordinance
restoring Section 86, of the
Act.

Metropolitan

Soviet PM

greets
Khaleda

Soviet Prime Minister V. S

Paviov has Be-
gum Khalcda on her ap-
pointment as the Prime Minis-
ter of Bangladesh, according to
official sources on Wednesday.

in & Mr. V. 8.
Maviov the hope that

Bangladesh Prime Minister's
activity would [(acilitate devel-
oping the [riendly Soviet-
Bangladesh
strengthening mutual under-
standing and fruitful bo-opera-
tion between the USSR and
Bangladesh in the interest of
safeguarding peace and secu-
rity in Asia and the whole
world.

The Sovict Premier also
wished the Bangladeshi pooplc
progress, ha and pros-
perity on 1 twentieth an-
niversary of the Independcnce

of Bangladesh.
CEC leaves
for Kushtia

The Chiel Election Com-
missioner Justice Abdur Rauf
left for Kushtia on Wednesday
to supervise the Jatlya Sangsad
election in a constituency
there today (Thursday), re-
ports BSS,

The Election Commis-
sioner, Justice Naimuddin
Ahmed, accompanied the Chief
Election Commissioner.

Bombs hurled at
AL leader's

residence

At least three bombs were
hurled at the residence of
Akhtarul Alam, Organising
Secrctary of City Awami League
at Taherbag in the city Tuesday
evening,

Alam told BSS over phone
that a portion of the wall of his
residence was due to
the attack which took place
around 7-30 pm.

Obituary
Abdul Jalil, a Senfor Me-
chanical Supervisor of
Bangladesh Sangbad Sangstha,
died of cancer night
at a city clinic. He was 53, re-
ports BSS.

Better govt-opposition
relations stressed

LGRD and Coopcratives
Minister Abdus Salam Talukdar
on Tuesday called upon the
party workers and leaders to
dedicate themselves in giving
democracy an institutional
shape for unhindered continu-
ation of democratic process,
reports BSS.

"We should not betray the
causc of the people, who had
power to have
democratic rights and ([ree-
dom”, he said while addressing
a discussion meeting organised
by Jatiyatabadi Samaljik
Sangskritik Sangstha [(JSSS)
on the occasfon of the Inde-
pendence and National Day.

Held at the Shilpakala
Academy auditorium in Dhaka
the discussion meeling was
presided over by JSSS Presi-
dent Khurshid Ali and ad-
dressed by Communications
Minister Col (Retd) Oli Ahmad,
State Minister for Information
Mohammad Nurul Huda, State
Minister for Education Princi-
pal Yunus Khan. BNP leaders
Abdul Matin Chowdhury,
Chowdhury Tanveer Ahmed
Siddiqi, Prof. Abdul Baten,
Firoze Noon, BFUJ President
Reazuddin Ahmed and former

e
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Chairman of Muktijoddha
Mahfuzur Rahman.

Reminding the party work-
ers that people are the source
of all power, Salam Talukdar
said, "We should not do any-
thing that may hinder continu-
ation of democratic 8s."

State Minister for Labour
and Manpower Rafiqul [slam
Mia, State Minister for Energy
and Mineral Resources Dr.
Khandaker Musharrafl Hossain,
State Minister for Forest and
Environment Abdulla Al No-
man, State Minister for Land
Zamiruddin Sircar, State Min-
ister for Establishment Osman
Ghani Khan, State Minister for
Jute Abdul Mannan Bhufyan
and State Minister [or
Irrigation Ansar Ali Siddiqui
were, among others, present
on the occasion.

Salam Talukdar who is also
BNP Secretary General said
the first step ol establishing
democr was successfully
over, and added that the polit-

ical parties both in power and
opposition must cooperale

each other to establish it in all

the spheres of national life.
"We want no more March

26 stained by the blood of gen-
eral mass,” he added.

Nor'wester likely

By Staff Correspondent

Nor'wester may hit Dhaka division and the
Rajshahi, Pabna, Bogra, Jessore, Kustia, Comilla a

fon of
Sylhet

during the next 36 hours, Met office forecast on Wednesday.
Unmeasurable rain was traced in Dhaka and Bogra while

two milimeters rain way recorded in Mymensingh on

Wednesday.

More rain may occur in Dhaka division and some places of
Rajshahi and Khulna division during the next 36 hours.
Weather will remain mainly dry elsewhere over the

country. A complex low lay

over Bihar, Orissa, Gangetic West

Bengal and adjoining Bangladesh extending through over

head Bay.
Seasonal low lay over Bay.

Outlook for subsequent two days: Little change
Extended outlook for another five days: No appreciable

change.

Temperature and humidity recorded in importaml cilics
and towns of the country on Wednesday were:

Cities /Towns Tcmperature in Cclsius Humidity in Pereentage

Max Min 9 am - 6 pm
Dhaka 33.5 23 69 :
Chit 33.4 21.8 69
Rajs e - 356.8 19.4 77 38
Khuilna 34.6 22.7 85 50
Sylhet 33.0 20.4 57 40
Feni 34.6 20.0 65 66
Comilla 34.0 20.0 64 70
Barisal 34.5 21.4 BO 66
Jessore 34.9 21.9 5; ‘;
32.4 18.7
gl 33.5 21.3 77 71
on

Highest temperature recorded in major regional cities

Wednesday wcre:
Colombo

Karachi

Bangkok
Singapore

2288

New Delhi

Bombay
Hong Kong
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relations,

| Pro-Vice

Chancellor Dr. Walkdl
Ahmed presided over the
meeting held in front of the
Madhu's Canteen. It was ad-

dressed. among others, b(
former Adviser Pro

Yeazuddin Ahmed, DUCSU
VP Amanullah Aman, MP,
Awami League leader Tolacl
Ahmed, MP, Workers Party
leader Rashed Khan Menon,
MP, BAKSAL leader Abdur
Razzak, MP, Mojahidul Is-
lam Selim of CPB, KM Ja-
hangir, MP, AFM Mahbubul
Huq of BSD, Rehena Prod-
han of JAGPA, JCD léader
Fazhul Huq Milon and Arun
Kumar Dey, the eldest sur-
viving son of Madhu.

The speakers, mostly former

student leaders of the Uni-
k versity having close ac-

|
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“Let's forget our difference of

opinion o country's
independence and
sovereignty unitedly”., Tolacl
Ahmed made the call for all
Amanullah Aman said the stu-
dent community would
continue movement wuntil

ety in the country.

He sought cooperation with
the new government in
giving democracy an insti
tutional shape.

CPB leader Sclim stressed the
need for greater national
unity to consolidate the vic
tory of democratic move
ment through materialising
martyrs’ dreams of an ex-
ploftation-lree society.

“We'll be guilty to the martyrs
il we again fail to establish
people’'s rights in the coun-
try,” said Abdur Razzak and
urged the new democratic

governmenl to uphold lrue

history of the nmation. ) discussion
Submission of returns mandatory

Rehabilitation of
wounded FFs
urged

at a discussion or-

onrtned by Dhaba City etk of

Sarwar Sultan Ahmed. Khan-
dakar Ahmedul Huq and
Mu hamimead Masud

Plea 1o resist
alien culture

of the country to lmsunch a vig
orous movement against Lhe
intcrundon of alien culture Inlo
andiadesh, reports [ISS.
Organised In conncttion
with the 21st National and In

viser of the Parishad, attended
the function as the chiefl guest
while Mohammad Jahangir
Hossain and Md. Aminul Karim
Choudhury look part in the

Corrupt practices in polls
cognizable offence : EC

The cleétion of a returned
candidate could be questioned
by an election petition made by
a contesting candidate for that
constituency for violation of
provisiens relating to expenses
under the Representation of
People Order, 1972, reports
Bss.

If the allegations were pro-
ved the election of the re-
turned candidate might be de-
clared void or any other candi-
date might be declared eclcc-
ted, an Election Commission
Press release has said.

Any person could also file a
case for election offences and
corrupt practice in the elec-
tion with a competent criminal
court as any violation of the
provisions of the election law
was a "cognizable offence” for
trial by a competent criminal
court, The Election
Commission said this in refer-

ence (o certain comments
made by a section of press on
the violation of the election
expenses limit during the re-
cent clections to the Jatiya
Sangsad.

With a view to dispelling
the doubts created the
people on the role of the Elec-
tion Commission about the im-
plementation of the related
laws the Commission said cer-
lain amendments were made
to the 18972 Representation of
the People Order to limil the
clection
testing
Sangsad, a provision
made under the amendments
limiting the personal expenses
relating to election unto Taka
5,000 and the clection cx-
pcnses upto Taka 3 lakh for
each contesting candidaics.

The commission said a new

provision was incorporaled in

the order for submission of a
stalcment before the start ol
the main election campaign by
cvery contesting candidates
stating the probable source of
fund to meet the election ex-
penses, assels and labilities,
his annual income and expen-
diture and a copy of the in-
come tax return last submitted
by him [if he is an income tax
asscssec).

Besides, the Commission
said it was obligatory to cvery
cahdidates to submit o the
Reterning Officer a retumm of
election expenscs in the pre-
scribed forms with bills, re-
ceipts and necessary docu-
ments within 15 days after
publication of his or her name
in the gazette.

Any violation of all the pro-
visions of the election law is a
cognizable offence for trial by a
competent Criminal Court '
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Sealed Tenders are heréby invited by the Chief Engineer, BTMC 7-9, Kawran
Bazar, Dhaka from the reputed and bonafide Air-Conditioning firms for
installation and commissioning of Air-Conditioning Plant (Air-Washer) with
supply, fabrication and installation of overhead ducting system and its ancilliary
works & adjust the same with Humidification system of pre-Spg &'Spg for the
following Mills as detailed:

NOTICE

S1. Name of the mijls
No.

Estimated cost
of the work

.

Price of Tender schedule
(Non-rcfundabic)

i. R.R. Textile Mills
No-2, Bashbaria,
Sitakunda, Chittagong.

Air-Conditioning/

Tk. 28,08,450.00/- Tk. 70,500/

The eamest money must be enclosed with the Tender in favour of BTMC, in the
form of Pay Order/Bank Draft from any Scheduled Bank of Bangladesh.

Existing contractors of BTMC who have expertise and successfully completed
more than one central overhead supply Air Ducting of A. C. System and firms
| who are expertised for installation of Industrial Air-Conditioning (with chillers/
Humidification (Air-Washer) plant and have successfully
| completed minimum 2 projects (Not less than 150 tons capacity) under Govt./
| Semi-Govt./ Organisation/ Corporation may purchase the Tender documents on
getting clearance from the Chief Engineer, BTMC. The bidders must enclose
CBA. Electrical contractory & supervisory licence, Bank Solvency certificate,
uptodate income tax clearance certificate, list of so project so far completed, list of
Tools & equipments, Bio-data of Engineers & Technical Staff and status of the
firm along with the Tender. It may also be noted that the above mentioned
documents shall have to be produced at the time of obtaining permission for

purchasing tender documents.

The tender documents will be available during office hours from the Addl.
Chief Accountant (H.O), BTMC (1st Floor), 7-9, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka on or

/before 7-4-91 upto 12-00 noon.

Tender will be received upto 11-00 A. M. on 8-04-91 and will be opened
30 A. M. on the same day in presence of the bidders (if any) in the office of the
Chief Engineer, BTMC, Bastra Bhaban (3rd-Floor), 7-9, Kawran Bazar C/A.,

Dhaka.

Corporation reserves the right to accept or reject any tender or all _tcndcrl

without assigning any reason thereof.

TMC-21
DFP (BA) 2418-23/3
G-31

Tk. 750/- (Taka scven
hundred fifty only).

at 11-
L1



