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power in Mali and
formed a National
Reconciliation Council
headed by Hamadoun
Touman Toure.
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Business
The Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers
of Commerce and

Industry has de-
manded the with-
drawal of all
hidden taxes.
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Grandmothers
find children of the
disappeared

A group of grandmoth-
| ers in Argentina has
been painstakingly
trying to trace chil-

|  dven born or kid-
' napped in the years

under military rule
when thousands of
people disappeared.
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NEWS BRIEFS

Only one petition’

questioning poll

Only one election petition
the election of a

candidate in Comilla has so far

been received by the Election
Commission. This was stated

by the Election Commissioner
Justice Syed Mesbahuddin

Hussain to BSS Wednesday.

110 tolas gold
seized at ZIA

The customs seized 110 to-
las of gold and ornaments
worth about Taka ten lakh
from four passengers who
came from Dubal by a flight of
Bangladesh Biman at the Zia
International Airport Tuesday,
Customs sources said, reports
BSS,

List of BNP
nominees today
By Staff Correspondent

The list of BNP nomineces
for 30 seats reserved for
women in the parliament will
be announced today
(Thursday).

Election to the seats will be
held at the conference room of
the Election Commission on

April 4.

Medical students
boycott classes

By SSMC Correspondent

The students of all medical
colleges boycotted their
classes Wednesday in protest

st the new curriculum of
the Bangladesh Mecdical and
Dental Colleges. They also
locked the rooms of the de-
partment heads at about 9 am

Kushtia - 2 poll
today

By Staff Correspondent

The eclection in Kushtia-2
(Bheramara-Mirpur) con-
stituency of the r!ian'u:nt will
be hl:ld today ('Iqsuridaﬂ The
election in this scat remained
postponed after the death of
Marafat All, a candidate of JSD

(Rab) on February 17.
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jailor injured in clash between prisoners and guards

8 killed in firing at Comilla jail

From Our Correspondent

COMILLA, Mar 27: Eight
prisoners were killed and at
least 100 others injured In an

in-ui:d clash between the re-

bellious prisoners and the jail
here this noon.

In the clash, the deputy

jailor was sly wounded

as he was repeatedly hit by

‘ram daos’'. His condition was
stated critical.

The clash ensued when a
group ol jail iInmates armed

with pipe-guns, lethal weapons
and rods came out of their

lockups demanding their re-
lease. raised various slo-
gans in favour of their de-

mands which also include

beiter management inside the

Eﬂ. Al one stage, they tried to
open the jail gate,

The guards in an attempt to

bring the situation under con-

trol opened fire on the violent

prisoners killing eight of them
on the spot. The jail guards

also sprayed hot water on the
prisoners. Of the Injured, 30
were admitted to the Comilla
sadar hospital while 11 injured
prisoners were released after
first aid.

The injured persons also
include 14 police personnel
Preparations were being taken

to shift the deputy jaflor to
Dihalc.

Eyewitness accounts said
they heard sounds of firing In-
side the jail at about noon to-
day but disturbances began
in the morning

The identities of the dead

‘Set Page 10 Col §

Press Note

Eight prisoners of Comilla
Central Jail were killed and 28
jail guards including a Deputy
Superintendent injured when
jail guards opened fire on the
runaway prisoners Wednesday

See Page 10Col 6

Ramsan Day Last ime for Sehr  1Nar
B Thursday 435am 620 pm
12 Friday 434 am 620 pm -’
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rom all ﬂlk! of hfa ﬂ{EkEd ta tha Natmna] Memnrml at Savar on the Independence Day TU‘QSdﬂ} to pay homage to
mrl:yrs of the Liberation War.

Independence Day celebrated with renewed enthusiasm
Vow to build a happy nation

The nation celebrated its
21st Independence and Na-
tional Day on Tuesday amid
great enthusjasm and

jubfilation.

The day bore a special sig-
nificance to the people as it
was celebrated after the end of
a nine-year autocratic rule.

On this historic occasion,
homage was to the mar-
tyrs of the Liberation War and

1 the nation took a fresh vow to

build a happy and prosperous

A day-long comprehensive
programme taken up by socio-
cultural organisations included
discussions on the significance
of Liberation War and rallies

and special prayers at mosques
and temples to invoke divine

By Staff Correspondent

“blessings for the progress and

prosperity of the country. The
day was a public holiday,

A 21-gun salute heralded
the beginning of the day in
Dhaka city. The national flag
was hoisted atop all public and
private buildings on the occa-
sion.

The Acting President, Jus-
tice Shahabuddin Ahmed
hosted a reception at Bangab-
haban in the evening to cele-
brate the day.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia visited the Na-
tional Mausoleum at Savar and
placed wreaths there on the
auspicious day. She also at-
tended as chiefl guest a grand
ra'ly of children held at Dhaka
St=s. J.Ium in the morning.

Impressive physical [easts,
march past and dances depict-
ing the cultural life of the peo-
ple performed by little chil-
dren enthralled the audience
at the packed stadium.

.JThe Prime Minister en-
couraged the juvenile partici-
pants by clapping her hands,

The children's rally had a
festive atmosphere with Be-
gum Khaleda Zia releasing
multi-coloured ballons into the
air nru:l P:an! too.

played Shaheed Zi-
aur Rahmans favourite song
'Pratham Bangladesh Amar
Shesh Bangladesh' (the first
Bangladesh, my last
Bangladesh) as Begum Zia
mounted the red-carpeted

See Page 10 Col 7

» SINGAPORE, Mar
Singapore armed forces com-
mandos stormed a hijacked
airliner after an eight-hour
standoffl at Changl Airpaort here
early today, killing four
Pakistani air pirates and free-
ing all passengers and crew,
Communications Minister Yeo
Ning Hong said, reports AFP.

The rescue went smoothly,
Yeo told a press conference, all
passengers and crew are sale.
Two commondos sustained
hard injuries.

He said the military opera-
tion on the Singapore Airlines
(SIA) Airbus, Flight SQ 117
that left Kuala Lumpur Tuesday

night with 118 passengers and
11 crew on board, was very

Yl:n sald the negotiativns
with the hijackers lasted for
more than eight hours, but
when they became violent, it
became essential to mount a
rescue. The storming of the
aircraft took place at 6:50 a. m.
(1050 GMT) he said.

The minister said the hi-
jackers werc armed with hand
grenades, explosives and
knives, He said the pirates,
who claimed to be members of
ousted Pakistani premier Ben-
azir Bhutto's Pakistan Peoples
Party (PPP)., kept changing
their demands as the nego-
tiations dragged on. First, he
said, they wanted the release
of some political prisoners,

Hijacked Singapore airliner
stormed 4 Pakistanis killed

among whom they named only
Asif Ali Zardari, Ms. Bhutto's
37- year-old husband.

In Islamabad, the govern-
ment refused any negotiations
with the air pirates and a PPP
spokesman denied any in-
volvement in the hi

AP adds: Furmjfrmrll?gﬂmc
Minister Benazir Bhultto
charged on Wednesday that
Pakistan's ruling Islamic coali-
tion .« masterminded a
Singapore hijacking to defame
her lelt-of-éenter Pakistan
People's Party.

But a government
spokesman hinted her party
was behind the incident and
said security will be increased
at the nation's airports.

— Star photo

'People’s welfare must replace self-promotion’

Mass media will be

recast: Khaleda

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia today said mass
media would be recast and re-
oriented to people's welfare
services instead of self-pro-
motion of any individual or
party, reports UNB,

To this end, the Ministry of
Information will be restruc-
tured enabling it to thrash out
people’'s problems through
special programmes for their
resolution, she said at her first
meeting with the high oflicials
of the Ministry at the Secre-
lariat.

The Prime Minister, in
charge ol the Information Min-
istry, said the mass media had
been destroyed and debased to
the publicity for self-promo-
tion in the last nine years

"We would like to ensure
that the national media play
their due role,” Begum Zia told
the information officials.

The Prime Minister noted
with concern this ministry had
done nothing good for the
people during their movement
against autocracy, as there was
no democratic government in
the country.

"Now it's people's govern-
ment . . . it will direct its ac-
tivities towards the welfare of
the people.”

Stressing the need for de-
voting the national hookup in-
cluding radio and television to
pro-people activities, she said

the media should highlight the
programmes and policies of
the fnrnmcnl as well as
people-ortented programmes
maintaining strict neutrality.

Begum Zia focused on the
importance of the Information
Ministry in an independent
country and said it should fully
devote to the welfare of the
people.

The premier sought the eo
operation of the Information
Ministry officials and asked
them to discharge their duties
freely and with neutrality
holding high national interests.

Underilining maintenance of
discipline in all spheres, De-
gum Zia warned stern mea-
sures would be taken nst
those found negligent of duty
and indulged in frregularities.

The Prime Minister said
media should objectively pro-
ject the prevailing situation in
the country to keep the people
abreast with ft.

Eightyfive per cent of the
people are poor and lacking in
education, she said, adding
programmes including mass
literacy campaign would be
taken to educate the people as
well as acquaint them with the
country’s situation.

Begum Zia also suggested
screening documentary f(ilms

through projectors in vﬂh!u |

to impart knowledge to the
See Page 10 Col 1

* Private sector
will get Govt's
full support

Star Economic Report

The government will ex-
tend allout support through
policy redirections to encour-
age private sector to set up
new industries and introduce
market-oriented reforms.

This was stated by Indus-
tries Minister Shamsul Islam
Khan on Wednesday at a mee-
ting with the representatives
of the private sector at the
office of the Federation of
Bangladesh Chambers of Com-
merce and Industry (FBCCI).

The meeting was presided
over by Al-haj Md Akram
Hossain, president of FBCCI.
Among othe:s, M Akbar Ali,
MP, former Vice-Chairman of
Dhaka Stock Exchange,
Khorshid Alam, former presi-

See Page 10 Col 7

Police 'firing at
Bheramara: Two
killed, 25 hurt

From Our Correspondent

BHERAMARA (Kushiia), Mar
27: Two pecople were killed
and atleast 25 others injured
when police opened fire to
disperse a mob at Bheramara
Bazar Tuesday afternoon.

Official sources confirmed
one death and ten injured in-
cluding five policemen.

The trouble started when
three of some 200 reserve po-
lice, brought here for election
duty, exchanged hot words
with some shopkeepers over
seizure of Indian sarees. The
policemen reportedly took
away three pieces of Indian sa-
rees forcibly from some shop-
keepers and beat up them.

See Page 10 Col 4

Ershad’s arms case

Prayers to adjourn
proceedings rejected

By Staff Correspondent

Two petitions for adjourn-
ing proceedings in Ershad's
arms case were yesterday re-
jected by the one-Judge
Special Tribunal set up to hear
the case.

Rejecting the petitions
Judge Mohammad Habibullah
observed that it was clear from
the statements of the Defence
Counsel that efforts were being
made by the Defence to try to
delay the proceedings unnec-
essarily.

The Tribunal resumed yes-
terday after a seven-day ad-
journment. The time was given
after the Defence Counsel
Shahadat Hossain pleaded that
time was needed to bring a

lawyer to defend the accused.
lHfowever, no new lawyer
turned up yesterday to defend
Ershad.

The accused former
President H. M. Ershad was
present at the Tribunal and sat
quietly in the dock.

in his first petition to the
Tribunal the Defence Counsel
said that the accused wanted
to challenge the March 19
order of the Tribunal and as
such needed adjournment of
the Tribunal for at least one
more week.

The Judge rejected the pe-
tition saying that the order of
the Tribunal could be chal-

See Page 10 (bl 3

Restore Liberation War
spirit, urges Hasina

Awami League President
and Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament Sheikh Hasina
Tuesday vowed to protect
Bengalee language, culture and
heritage and re-establish the
spirit of the Liberation War,
reports BSS.

She said that her party
would resist all injustices and
repression and continue strug-
gle for the establishment ol an
accountable government and a
sovereign Parliament.

Addressing a gathering at
the national martyrs memorial
at Savar in the morning,
Sheikh Hasina said by estab-
lishing an exploitation-free so-
ciety and b smile in the
[aces of distressed, Awami
League would take revenge of
the killing of Bangabandhu

Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the
father of the nation.

Sounding a note of warning,
Sheikh Hasina said the inde-
pendence which was attained
at the cost ol 30 lakhs martyrs
and dignity of 2 lakhs women
was under a threat due to the
conspiracy being hatched by
the reactionary forces, enc-
mies of democracy and com-
munal forces. She said the un-
holy attempts of destroying the
values of the Liberation er
that began with the l:lilln.{’
Bangabandhu Shecikh M
Rahman on August 15,
was still going on.

Sheikh Hasina lamented
that Independence Day was be-
ing celebrated, but no respect
was shown at state level to the

See Page 10 Col |
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KGB vows to

MOSCOW, Mar 27: Soviet
security forces armed with wa-
ter cannon, rubber truncheons
and tear gas vowed today to
crush a banned anti-govern-
ment rally outside the Krem-
lin, reports Reuter.

.Moscow city oflicials said
hundreds of thousands of
demonstrators were expected
to march to the Manezh
Square, at the gates of the
Kremlin, tomorpow in defiance
of a ban on all protests in the
capital.

President Mikhail Gor-

bachev has launched a fierce
attack on his opponents, say-
ing they offered no credible al-
ternative to his government
and lacked ideas for ending
the Soviet Union's political and
cconomic crisis.

In a 90-minute interview
with Soviet television on Tues-
day, Gorbachev said he was
optimistic about healing the
country's depending economic
and political wounds with a
new anti-crisis programme
and a treaty between the cen-
tre and the republics.

Gorbachev criticised both
the leadership of the Russian
federation, the biggest Soviet
republic, and of Moscow city
council, which says Thursday's
protest will go ahead as
planned despite government
wamings.

He said members of the op-
position were doing everything
in their power to aggravate the
Soviet Union's problems and
called for restraint. "The insti-
gators will meet resistance
from those who are defending
the Constitution,” he said.

The main Communist Party
daily Pravda warned on Tues-
day that Thursday's rally would
be used by radicals “to
despatch demonstrators to the
very walls of the Kremlin.”

KGB officers, responsible
for security at Red Square,
cordoned off the area with
small metal barriers.

Our people will act in ae-
cordance with the law, but the
column shall not pass, vowed
Major-General Lsev Belyansky
of the Soviet Interior Ministry.

The Interior Ministry an-

nounced it had prepared anti-
riot measures, including water
cannon, horse patrols, rubber
truncheons, tear gas and a bri-
gade of police dogs.

KGB units and local poelice,
placed under direct central
control by a special order of
President Mikhail Gorbachev,
declared their readiness in a
scare campaign clearly de-
si to discourage demon-
strators from taking to the
streets.

But Moscow ¢ n‘y officials,
backed by leaders of a big min-

crush Yeltsin rally at Kremlin

ers strike, branded Lthe three-
week ban unconstitutional and
sald city council members
would lead marchers, acting as
human shields. -
icted hundreds ol
thou s would turm out in
su rt of populist Doris
'ﬂ:lpl.lpl:l under attack by the
communists and locked in a
bitter struggle with Gorbachev.

The leaders of the big Rus-
sian Federation -- which
Yeltsin leads as President of
the republic’s parllament-- also

declared theKremlin ban illggal.

*
Drive carefully and observe
all traffic rules. The man
you are likely to kill by rash
driving may be yourself.

—————————————————
10 PAGES: PRICE

R —— S —

1

TAKA 3.0

o e IS S . e e — - ———

| JP will support

AL in parliament
if Sirajul Haque
defends Ershad

Star Report
Awami League presidium
member and sentor lawyer
Strajul Haque will defend de-

fence counsel from the next

hearing,
Ershad sought permission

o engage a loreign lawyer bul
the Dar Council provision pro
See Page 10 Col 6

BNP PP meets

today
Star Report

The BNP Parllament
will mect at Lhe
loday at 1] am.

mecting will discuss the party
strategy to be ted In the
inaugural seasion of parllament
on April 5

The ruling party, BNP will
come under pressure from op-
position Awami League and its
allies for amending the Consti-
tution to revert to parllamen-
tary form ol government. Ja-
maat-e-islami and Jatlya Party

MP’s may not join Awami
League in the move.

BNI® sources told The
Daily Star that the is

commitied to csta a gov-
ernment accountable o the

See Page 10 Col 6

MPs yet to be
sworn in take
oath Mar 30

The oath taking ceremony
ol the MPs-cleet, who are
to be sworn-in, will be held on
March 30 at ® am at Lthe num-
ber one committee room of
the east block of the Sangsad
Bhaban at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar,
a Jatlya Sangsad Secrctariat
press reicase sald Wednesday,
reports OSS.

The Chiel Election Com-
missioner Mohammad Abdur
Raul, will administer the ocath.

The  concernied MPe-elect

See Page 10 Col 6

Orientation
programme
for MPs Apr 1

Mostafa Kamal Majumder

A day-jong orientation pro-
gramme for the newly eclected
Members of Parliament (MPs)
will be held at the Sangsad
Bhaban on April 1.

All parties represented in
the present parffament have
been requested to ask their
MPs to attend the orientation
programme, being organised
by the MPs Club with the sup-
port of the Parliament Sec-
retariat.

The orientation programme
is the first of its kind in
Bangladesh. Similar progra-
mmes are organised in India
and some other countries.

The orientation programme
is basically designed lo ac-
quaint the new MPs with the

See Page 10 Col 2

Attack on PDB
men leaves
Mirpur without

electricity
By Staff Correspondent

A large number of people of
Kalyanpur in the city are living
in darkness after power su
to the arca was suspended
lowing a clash between some
Power Development Board
(PDB) employees and dwellers
of a Mirpur shum on Monday.

PDB sources sald tLhe
dwellers of Natunbazar area
altacked the PDB men with
lethal weapons when they
went there to cut some illegal
electric lines at 1] am. The at-
tackcrs armed with axes, ram

See Page 10Col §

Yaqub Khan
resigns
ISLAMABAD, Mar 27: Pak-

istan’'s veteran F Minis-
ter, Sahabzada Yaqub hias
resigned, a government

lpoheimuﬂlndqm

‘I'-;\ﬂl Khan sent his resig-
natien 0 Prime Minister

Nawaz Sharifl on March 20,



