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Black Day observed

ment for
cratic atmosphere in all
spheres, BSS.

Repression on
women will end,
hope Jamaat

women

By Staff Correspondent

Women's wing of Jamaat-e-
Islami, on Sunday congratu-
lated BNP Chairperson Begum
Khaleda Zia on her appoint-
ment as the country's first
woman Prime Minister.

Hafeza Asma Khatun, secre-
tary of the 's women front
ln a statement hoped that the

rmment under the
lnndcrlhip of Begum Zia would
take revolutionary steps to
stop all sorts of repression on
women including murder and
r.':-h: also hoped the BNP
government would be able to
create a true democratic atmo-
sphere in the country follow-
ing transition to democracy.

Sajeda condemns
arrest of AL, BCL

workers for murder

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League General
Secretary Begum Sajeda
Choudhury corldemned
the arrest of the workers of AL
and its front organisations
following the murder of a
businessman at Mirpur on
Saturday.

Begum Sajeda Choudhury
-.lltged that Aslam was killed

nf feuds over sharing of
illtgt y-earned money
between the activists of Zaker
Party and BNP of the area. No
worker of AL and {ts front
organisations was involved, she
claimed.

Sajeda Choudhury said
Abdus Salam of AL and Matiur
Rahman of Chhatra League
were arrested and warrants of
arrest were issued against a
number of Chhatra League
workers as part off a
conspiracy to involve them in
the killing. She demanded
immediate release of the
arrested persons and

-mhdmwnl of warrants.

Help to consolidate

of the
hours was to free the adminis-
tration from corruption and
to ensure

Huﬂm_m
lpwtfulmthmkufhwlml
"our party would establish it in

during
rule of Ershad. We will estab-
lish rule of law as it is the pre-
requisite of democracy,” the
Law Minister said adding that
there was no rule of law during
Ershad's tenure.

He also called for repealing
all anti-people laws enacted
during Ershad’s time and said
all misdeeds of his nine-year
regime should be unveiled.

sh Federal Union
of Journalists (BFUJ) President
Reazuddin Ahmed warmed Lhat
another conspiracy was being
hatched to foil the forward
march of democracy in the
country and urged all to re-
main vigilant against such a
move.

He sald democracy was
killed twice in this country,
first on January 25, 1975 and
again on March 24, 1982.

The people have ousted the
killer of democracy through a
mass upsurge in 1990 and re-

jected another group through

ballot in February 27, he said.
The meeting was also ad-
dressed by State Minister (or
Jute Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan,
State Minister for Labour and
Manpower Rafiqul Islam Mian,
BNP's Joint Secretary General
Abdul Matin Choudhury MP,
Dhaka city BNP President Mir
Shawkat All MP, City BNP Sec-
retary Salahuddin Ahmed MP,
BNP's Mahila Dal General Sec-
retary Sarwari Rahman

Food production
satisfactory

The overall food situation in
the country and the progress
of implementation of food de-
velopment projects were re-
viewed at a meeting of the
Project Review and Implemen-
tation Committee in Dhaka on
Sunday with State Minister for
Food, Barrister Nazmul Huda
in the chair, reports BSS.

DU
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general scecretaries of the hall
student unfons on Sunday with
Vice Chancellor Prof Manir-
uzzaman Miah in the chair.

The leaders assured that no
abusive slogans about o
tions or leaders would be
chanted during processions.

The meeting also discussed
ways of improving the living
conditions of the students and
ways of providing them with
more amenities.

Ganges waters

Mirpur area and directed the
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the BNP government after the
1975 political ¢

Books will be dillrihutad
among the learners free of cost
as part of the mass literacy
programme.

Begum Zia ICEI.Ilcd the pre-
vious regime of dcstmying all
institutions and sought peo-
ple’s cooperation in rebuilding
those and resolving mounting

problems facing the nation.
is a poor coun-

nation towards progress only
through dedication, sincerity
and untiring efforts.”

The Prime Minister vowed
to contain terrorism, smug-
gling, bribery and corruption.
"Henceforth, terrorism and
corruption will have no room

mw;ﬁl be spared, if

found gullty of corruption,”
she warned, in a flashback on
the charge with which General

Ershad overthrew ﬂ:ue hBHF

government in 1982, but him-

sell was charged with and top-
pled in December last year.

Begum Zia suspected there

in

Editor :

Publications Lid.,

law enforcing agencies to re-

cover it. She categorically said

nobody would be allowed to
take law in his own hands.
The Prime

national economy and asked

the people not to misuse

money.

She said national indepen-
dence would be protected and

democracy maintained and

strengthened at any cost.
Begum Zia ur

torate to vote

in the March 28 election.

She also asked the adminis-
tration to maintain neutrality

in the polling.

The meetings were alsd ad-
dressed by State Minister for
Social Wellare and Women's
ul Islam, Fazlur
Rahman Patal, MP, Farida
DUCSU Vice-
President Amanullah Aman,
MP, Azizul Huq, MP, Shamsul
Arefin Khan, Prof Shahidul

Affairs Tariq
Rahman,

Islam, Syed Masud Rumi and

BNP nominee for Kushtia-2
constituency Abdur Roul
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Minister
stressed on developing savings
habit for the betterment of the

the elec-
or sheal of
paddy, BNP's election symbol,
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late cighties while Pakistan,
Sri Lanka and China attracted
62 million dollars, 29 million
dollars and 1669 million dol-
lars respectively around the
same lime.

The Task Force noted that
the measures like Foreign In-
vestment Promotion and Pro-
tection Act of 1980, new In-
dustrial policy of 1982, sctting
up of Export Processing Zone
and Board of Investment and
privatisation were positive and
welcome moves taken in the
eighties. But most critical con-
straints lingered on in areas of
administrative bottleneeks in
implementation of existing
policies, it observed. Such bot-
tlenecks have ‘'lostered the
growth of unfair trade and
business operations, jeopardis-
ing the interests ol established
industries and approved units,
by exposing them to "uncven
competition”, it said.

Listing the difficultics
which have badly impaired the
image of the country abroad, it
pointed out underdeveloped
infrastructure, frequent natural
disasters as well as recurring
political turmoil and labour un-
rest as the most unfavourable
factors.

The  Task Force analysed
the recent trends in FDI flows

to Bangladesh and noted that
investments were slightly up
in the 1980s and this was
facilitated by investments out
of rctained earnings by FI}I

units rather than any net
growth in FDI fNows. The
primary of agriculture declined
while industry and trade
witnessed some diversification.
It mentioned about ready-
made garments, and food
processing units as well as
collaboration and licensing
agreements with foreign
investors, particularly those

from Hong Kong and Republic

of Korea in this connection.

it observed that the facili-
tics and incentives for FDIs,
available in Ba sh, were
comparable with those iIn
other countries in South Asia.

The Task Force identified
non-availability of infrastruc-
ture [acilities such as gas, elec-
tricity, telephone, and land in
the industrial areas and
"restrictionist” policies about
use of new products and tech-
nology through balancing,
modernisation, replacement
(BMR) and BMR & expansion
programmes as the constraints
to investment including FDIis.
There are even restrictions on
import of used machinery, it
said. It further noted that
manifold problems were faced
by investors in obtaining re-
lease Ictters from the customs
authorities.

It called for removal of
thll:ma in appointment of
oreign nationals and repatria-
tion of profits and other earn-
ings to help smoothed FDI
flows. It said excise duty load
in Bangladesh was heavier than
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Increased flow of FDI

that in the neighgbouring
countries. This leads to ex-
pansion of illegal trade and tax
evasion, it said.

The Task Force suggested
that good relations should be
maintained with the existing

com operating in
Bangladesh to attract new
FDIs. The recent experiences
in the pharmaceutical sector
has not been a pleasant one
and two foreign companies
wound up their operations, it
stated.

It further observed that
Glaxo faced labour troubles for
about five months and another
cooperation agreement with a
foreign {irm for running a
match factory near Dhaka had
also run into trouble.

The members of the Task
Force on FDI Policy were: Dr
Ayubur Rahman of the Eco-
nomics Department, DU,
Mushfiqur Rahman, Additional
Secrctary, Ministry of Sports,
Dr. Shah Mohammad Farid, Di-
rector General, BRDDB, llabibur
Rahman, Executive Chairman,
Bangladesh Oxygen Limited,
Zahed Hossain, former direc-
tor, BTC, A. Hasnat Khan,
Managing Director, Bangladesh
Oxygen Ltd., A. S. Mahmud,
former president, Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce and
Industry, Dr. A. K. A. Momin,
TIP, Planning Commission
and Dr Md Ali Rashid, associ-
ate professor, Economics De-
partment, DU.
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he added.
"Americans will share in the

pride of every Bangladeshi on
April 5 when you present your

ﬁfemmcnt before the popu-
ly elected parliament,” the
US President said adding that
in that place the future

of the country would be de-

bated.

A strong, democratic par-
liamentary opposition would
contribute to ensuring that de-
cisions were made for the
common he asserted.

Admiring the creativity,
fortitude and resilience of the

ple of Bangladesh. Bush

that those would be en-
hanced by strong democratic
institutions,

The US President also
hoped to work with the new
government not only in lh:
very important dﬂthpmcnt
that they had long shared, but
as a fcllow de search-
ing for ways to strengthen

Govt by, for the people

systems of government by and
for the pcn le.
The Ambassador in

Bnnglndcsh Willam B. Milam
on Sunday called on the For-
eign Minister A. S. M.
Mustafizur Rahman and
handed over the letter.

French PM

UNB adds: Prime Ministér
of France Michel Rocard has
congratulated Begum Khaleda
Zia on he: assumption of the
office of Prime Minister of

"I wish you full success in
the accomplishment of your
mission and express my best
wishes for the reinforcement
of d and for the eco-
nomic and social development
in your country”, said Rocard
in a message to Begum Zia.

The French Primer, on be-
half of his government, assured
of doing "everything possible
to intensify the cooperation
and to strengthen the privi-
leged friendly ties" existing be-
tween France and Bangladesh.

In a separate
James A. Baker, Sncr:l:nry nf
State of the United States,
congratulated A. S. M.
Mustafizur Rahman on his ap-
pointment as Foreign Minister.

"We're gratified by the
peaceful elections just con-
cluded in Bangladesh,” Baker
said.

The US Secretary of State
expressed satisfaction over

's "courageous and

principled stand” in support-
ing the United Nations resolu-
tions on Iraq.

‘I'hr. American leader also

for sending
‘imevearsh s s i

"I louk forward to working
with you to build on the warm
and ni:iding friendship be-
tween the two countries,”
Baker told the new Foreign
Minister of Bangladesh.

US Ambassador W
Milam delivered both mes-
sages to the Foreign Minister
when he called on Mustafiz

lam B.
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which is responsible for the
Middle Ennt is reportedly
planning to return in the near
future to its headquarters in
Tampa, Florida.

"There's a possibly we will
be moving a forward headquar-
ters element of Central Com-
mand, not the entirety of Cen-

tral Command, but a forward
headquarters element some-
place over here on the Gull”
Schwarzkopl said.

"But's there's an awful lot of
negotiations that have to go on,
the locations have to be ac-
cepted and all the arrange-
ments have to be made.”

the late 1940s but it is a sea-

based task force maintaining a
continued presence in the
northern Arabian Sea and the

| GuiL

Schwarzkopl said there
have been rumours that the
Kuwaiti government had asked
American forces to locale
Lthere.

"But there's been nothing

The US Middle East Force .
has been in the region since °

US base on Arab soil

officially asked by any govern-
ment for us to maintain a per-
manent military ground pres-
ence over here and we had no
intention of doing that,”
Schwarzkopf said.

"We've said we will come
when asked . . . and will leave
when asked.”

Asked when he expected a
permanent cease-fire, Schwar-
zkopf said, "I hope the cease-
fire wlll be si last week."

The signing of the cease-
fire has been complicated by
fighting in Iraqgt cities between
Saddam's troops and rebel
forces.

Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein, fighting a string of
uprisings since his Gulfl war
defeat, sent his new Prime
Minister on a tour of southern
hotspots, secking to demon-
strate that revolt there had
been crushed.

Shi'ite rebels said hit-and-
run attacks continued in the
south and in the capital, Bagh-
dad, Kurdish lnlurm:ntl re-

ported heavy fighting around

Mosul, which, they say, is the
only major centre in Kurdistan
province still in government

hands.

Radio said crowds
turned out to greet Saadown
Hammadi when he toured Na-
jaf and Qadissiyah. Najaf, a
Shi'ite holy city, was reported
by ref and Shi'ites in ex-
ile to have been a major centre
of unrest.

Hammadi, himsell a Shi'ite
in a cabinet dominated by
Sunnis, stressed the need “to

rebuild what was destroyed by
the and saboteurs who
came outside the coun-

try's borders,” the radio said.

Other top posts in the new
mrmmnt remained in the
of known Saddam loyal-
ists and Iragi exiles scorned
the changes.
Ezuldeen Berwari of the
Kurdish Democratic Party said,
Wtul!tuunfwcw
if Saddam is not changed? He
is the man who should be

reshulled.”

'|

1

BMDC withdraws

new curriculum

By DMCH Correspondent

Bangladesh Medical and
Dental Council (BMDC) Sunday
withdrew {ts announcement
regarding the cancellation of a
new curriculum.

The BMDC verbally an-
nounced the cancellation on
March 18 amidst strong
protests by the students of
eight medical and three dental
college. But it did not issue
official notification to this
fect.

. A BMDC notification re-
leased Sunday said that it was
forced to make the verbal an-
nouncement when its mem-
bers were seized by _the
protesters at the BMDC office
at Bijoynagar in the city.

The notification said that
the Medicine Faculties of the
universitics are only entrusted
with cancelling the curricu-
lum. The BMDC can only ap-

prove proposals on such issue,
it added.

Addl Secretary
blames BNP for
bomb attack

By Staff Correspondent

Bombs were thrown on
Sunday at the Banani, resi-
dence of Mahiuddin Khan
Alamgir, Additional Secretary,
External Resourres Division.

A guard at the residence
was quoted by police as saying
that the attacks were carried
out by two youngmen at around
seven in the evening. The at-
tackers who fled could not be
identified.

The bombs exploded on
contact with the walls of the
residence but no one was in-
jured.

Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir al
leged that the attack was car-
ried out by the supporters of a
BNP candidate who had been
defeated in the Feb 27 election
by his brother Sirajuddin
Khan, an Awami League candi-
date of Kachua in Chandpur.

A case has been recorded at

Promotions
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was a complicated matter and
even the President or the
Prime Minister was not autho-
rised to create a new post
without observing due formali-
ties. In this case no formalities
were observed in promoti
officials beyond the sanctio
posts, he added.

When the necessity of
creating a new post is [elt
under any ministry, another
senior official said, the
proposal is sent to the
organisation and ment
wing ( O and M) under the
Establishment Ministry. The O
and M works out a detailed
scheme justifying the creation
of that new post and send it to
the Finance Ministry for
approval. If the Finance
Ministry agrees to it only then
the new post s sanctioned and
Gazette notification follows.

Independence
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Khaleda Zia will attend as the
chief guest a rally of school and
college students and juvenile
tions at the National

The Acting President will
also host a reception at

Bangabhaban
Various socio-cultural and

political o tions have al-
ready chalked out their pro

grammes to mark the day.

ABIDJAN, Mar 24: Soldiers fired Su

racy protesters in Malf's

prevent the injured from receiving
to President Moussa Traore

Troops loyal
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on =
and cordoned off to
help, witnesses said.

killed at lcast

148 civilians in the three days of demonstrations against his
rule, pro-democracy groups said. There was no way to inde-
pendently verify the count, reports AP.
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and declared In Lahore on
December 20, 1970 that no
constitution could be framed
nor could any government at
the centre be run without his
party’'s cooperation.

He also mentioned thatl the

People’'s Party was not
prepared to occupy opposition
benches In the Nattonal
Assembly .

But Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, the then
chicl of the Awami Lecague
exprésscd his dctermination
to frame a congtitution on the
basis of the six-point
programme and ur the
early convening of the National
Assembly as well as the
transfer of power to the

“"j""“'!ﬁ'ﬂ'y
session of the

National Assembly was
convened on March 3, 1971 in
Dhaka by Gencral Yahya Khan,
who was then ruling Pakistan
as President and Chiel Martial
Law Administrator. While the
whole nation waited eagerly lor

the first session of the
assembly, Gencral Yahya
declared the Indelinite

postponement of the session
on March 1.

Yahya's declaration in-
furated the pecople they came
out on the streets agitating
against the conspiracy to
deprive them of their rights.

In this situation Ban-
gabandhu delivered his
historic speech on March 7, at
a mammoth gathering at the
Race Course Maidan (now
Suhrawardy Uddyan) in which
he declared allout non-
cooperation with the Pakistani
rulers.

In his speech, Bangabandhu

asked the people to prepare
for a greater movement

hinted at the for an
independent . From
that day the movement

entered a new phase and the
civil administration virtually
collapsed.

General Yahya came
Dhaka on March 14 and
started discussions with
Bangabandhu and other Awami

League leaders. Bhutto also
joined the dialogue on March
20, but there was little

progress and the non-
cooperation movement

continued.

The last meeting between
Bangabandhu and Yahya Khan
took place on March 23, Lhe
Pakistan day.

On that day a new
Bangladesh [lag inscribed with

Ershad's prayer
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Meanwhile, a bail petition
filed on behall of Be o

Raushan Ershad, wile o
I'Il H-I- H- EI Mt

was tted by the Sessions
Judge of Dhaka for hearing on
March 30. But the court re-
jected a prayer for an ad in-
terim bail.

Begum Raushan Ershad
hunchupﬂimhﬂhn;;
appropriation ol money
construction of multi-storied
“Tower House” of Janata Pub-
lishers Limited. Her ball peti-

tion was earlier rejected by the

lo

Sessions Judge's court on be-
halfl of the accused. He was as-
sisted by Advocated Shetkh
Rezaul Karim. The stale was
represented S. Barua, Assis
tant Cb,ummllllun:r

| (Prosecution).

| March 25 today

a map of the country was seen
E;ig-mp public and private

\"-hylﬂlhw
with AL leaders the
a was preparing for I.ht

. Huge quantities of
arms and ammunitlion and

additional forces were brought
in from West Pakistan for the
purpose.

Then came the fatcful night
of March 25. Dhaka city was
calm with only a rumour in the
air that Yahya Khan was
planning action against the

_ people.

Yahya Khan had left Dhaka
unannounced that same
evening.

Pakistani troops came out of
the cantonments and barracks
at around 11 pm. And carried
out indiscriminate attacks in
diffcrent arcas of the city using
heavy artillery and soph-
isticated fircarms.

Their main targets were the

Dhaka University dormitories
where they kil teachers,
students and officials.

University teachers killed
that night were on Dr GC Dev,
Dr Fazlur Rahman, MA
Moktadir,, MR Khan Khadem,
Shrafat Ali, Dr Sadat A, Md

Sadeque and Dr Jotirmoy Guha

Thakurta.

Ra police barracks
and the then EPR camp at
Peelkhana were also attacked
the same night.

A large number of slyms’
and markcts and the offices of
three newspa The Ittefaq,
The Sangbad and The Peop
were burmmt by the Pakistan
occupation forces.

When the night passed and
dawn came, {innumerable
co were found ng on
the streets and in different
areas of the city.

The started by the
occupalion forces all
over the country till the birth
of Bangladesh on December
16, 1971.

Recalling the achicvements
of Awami League government

post-independence

Hasina sakd Banga-

hu Sheikh Mujib initiated
pragmalic and peop

programmes to make the
try self-rellant.

village and consoled
mother, his widow Arj

their decision to work for AL
candidate in the Mar 28 clec-
tion following assurance from
Hasina that she would press
the government to take legal
action against the killers.
Earlter Hasina addressed



