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JCD to expel |

allies of

Avee, Niru
By Manzurul Haque Sohel

The Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
LICD), the student wing of the
BNP, is going to take stern ac-
tions against some of its dissi-
dents driven out of the campus
in December 1990 during
mass movement against
Ershad regime for their al-
leged association with the
Owvee-Niru groups.

The JCD sources said a sub-
commitiee was formed to pre-
parc a list of those who were
actively invelved with ‘Avec-
Nira group’' in collaborating
with the autocratic Ershad

me.

The JCD is likely to expel
those who will be found guilty.
Those whoe will be proved in-
nocent or victims of the cir-
cumstances will be ensured
their re-eniry on the campus
as well as in the organisation.

it may be pointed out that
over onc hundred students of
the University of Dhaka includ-
ing three DUCSU members,
three vice presidents and onc
general secretary of the hall
studént unions remained off of
the campus since the expul-
sfon of 12 JCD members in-
cluding Avee and Niru [rom
the organisation.

During this period of long
four months they could not at-
tend the classcs or appear in
the examinations.

Khaleda leaves
for Jessore
today

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister Begum Kha-
leda Zia will leave Dhaka for
Jessore by the first flight of
Biman h Airlines this
[Sunday) morming. From therc
she will go to Kushtia by road
and address two clection cam-
paign mectings at Kushtia-2
constiluency.

BNP emergency
meet today

An emecrgency meeting of
the Sccretariat of Bangladesh
Nationalist Party will be held at
9 am today (Sunday) at the
party's Election Office al
llouse-5, Road- 10, Dhanmondi
Residential Arca, party sourccs
said Saturday night, reports
S8,

The Joint Secrelary
General, sccrctaries and joint
secretarics of BNP now
available in Dhaka have bcen
rcquested Lo attend the
mecling in time, the sour~~s
said.

'Independence
Festival 91"

by DUCSU

BY DU Correspondent*

Dhaka Universily Central
Students Union DUCSU has
taken up a three day pro-
gramme titled "Indcpendence
Festival ‘91" to obscrve the
National and Indcpendence

The festival will begin with
the inauguration of an cnvi-
ronment arts exhibition by
Vice-Chancellor Prof Manfruz-
zaman Miah today Sunday at
the DUCSU building.

The programme also in-
clude holding of a drama by
the ' Aranyak’ titled ‘Iblish’ at
the TSC on March 25 and a
concert at the ground in
front of the Registrar's build-
ing on March 26.

2 activists of
Juba League,
BCL held

By DU Correspondent

Mohammad -Al, an activist
of Bangladesh Chhatra League
(S-A) was arrested along with

another person reported as
worker of Juba lLeaguce by po-

lice from the Kakrail area of
the city at about 2 pm on Sat-

Police said the BCL and
Juba Leaguc activists werc ar-
rested while they were extort-
ing tolls forcibly from the in-
tended participants of the
schedule of tender in T & T
Office at Kakrail. The other ar-
rested was Faruk-uz-Zaman.

Mcanwhile, the Awami
Leaguc backed BCL supporters
brought out a procession on
the Dhaka University campus
protesting the arrest.

The recent armed clash
that took place on the Dhaka
University ¢campus originated
from a brawl between BCL
activist Mohammad Ali and
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal leader
Saycedur Rahman, who is also
the Genceral Seerctary of
Mohsin Hall Students Union.

Mohammad Ali and Faruk-
uz-Zaman has been residing in
room nos 170 and 167 of the
Zahurul Haque Hall for a long

time though they were not the
university students.
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Devotees of the Hindu community taking 'sacred dip’ in the river Brahmaputra at

Langalbandh on Saturday.

—Star photo

Friends, not masters
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office room at the Cabinet
Division. Afllcr holding a bricl
discussion with the Stalc
Ministers for Infermation and
Establishment and the
Seccretarics of these min-
istries, she went to the con-
ference room of the Cabinet
Division to address the high
officials.

Spcaking in a posture of
calmness and detlermination
the Prime Minister asked the
government officials to serve
the country and the pcople
with sincerity placing national
interest above everything.
*While scrving the nation you
should always remembcer that
you are the [ricnds of the pco-
ple not their masters,” she
said.

She said the democratic
government had been estab-
lished in the country after nine
years of rclentless struggle
against autocracy. She asked
the officials to lend their all-
out cooperation and pul In
conceried cfforts for fullilling

the hopes and aspirations of
the pecople.

The Prime Minister cx
pressed the hope that the offi-
cials would keep the adminis-
tration clean and corruption-
free.*You must go close to the
people i you want to scrve
them better,” she said.

Begum Zia laid emphasis on
bringing about stability in all
spheres for the uninterrupted
and unhindered development
of the country. “No one can re-
tain power forcver. We arc
holding it now, it may not be
casc tomorrow. But the coun-
try will stay forever. We shoulid
all work sincercly for its bet-
terment eliminating corrup-
tion and terror and
favouritism®, she added.

Begum Zia thanked the
caretaker government of the
Acting President and govern-
ment officials for successfully
holding the - parliamentary
clections peacefully and [recly.
This is for the first time after
the fall of the ninc-year-old au-
tocratic government that polls
took place peaccfully and ncu-

AL emergency
meet today

An emergency mecting of
the Awami League Central
Sccrctariat will be held today
(Sunday) at 12 noon at the
perty’'s central office at
Baagabandhu Avenue, a party
press release sald Saturday,
reports [ISS. |

All concerned have been re-

I quested to attend the meeting.
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trally, she said.

Turning to national prob-
lems she said the main re-
sponsibility of the new gov-
ernment would be to rebuild
the country. The past auto-
cratic rcgime had not only
shattered the national ccon-
omy but also destroyed all in-
stitutions through bribery and
corruption, she said.

The P’rime Minister further
pointed out that people of the
country were bluffed during
the nine years of autocratic
rule in the name of devclop-
ment. The foreign countries
were also made to belicve the
false claim of development.
This, she said, tarnished the
image ol the country.

Begum Zia said her party
had alrcady identified the
problems confronting the
country. The Party's 19-point
development programme was
now the national programme.
It was the responsibility of all
including the officials to im-
plement the national pro-
grammes for the development
of the country and dclivering
the goods to the people, she
said.

She said the progress of the
country lay in augmenting pro-
duction in mills, factories and
ficlds. All our problems, how-
ever big, could be solved only
by stepping up production, she
stressed.

Referring to terrorism in
campus the Prime Minister
sought coopcration ol all quar-

ters irrespective of political al-
filiation to climinale this

scourge oncc for all. On this
scorc all should kcep the in-
terest of the country upper-
most, shc stressed.

She placed particular em-
phasis on creating job oppor
tunities for the students re
moving session jam and check
ing the entry of the outsiders
into the campus as a mecans Lo
resist terrorism and other evil
practices. “If we eannot pro-
vide employment to the stu-
dents coming out of the uni-
versities frustration will natu-
rally engull them,” she said
adding all efforts should be di-
rected towards creating em-
ployment  opportunitics for
the studentgs at the end of
their studics. :

In this connection she
pointed out that the past aulo-
cratic regime tried to destroy
the character of the students
and used them to cling to
power.

*Now that a democratic
government has been eslab-
lished the cvil doers must be
punished no matter, to which
party they may belong. All
should exercise vigil so that
outsiders can not intrude into
the campus and disturb the
academic life of the students,”
she added.

Begum Zia blamed the past
regime for vitiating the aca-
demie atmosphere in schools,
collcges and universities te
meet their sellish ends.

Conscquently  students have
been suflering from lack of se-

L‘Urilif in the campus, she

*"We must try cradicating
terrorism [rom the campus so
that our boys and girls can
proscculc their studies [car-
lessly and [recly”™, she said.

She narrated how smug-
gling was caling into the vitals
ol the nation. One cf the ways
lo stop it was to incrcasc pro-
duction in our mills and facto-
rics, she said adding goods are
smuggled into the counlry
when local production falls
short of demands.

With the supply of electric-
ity in rural arcas a large num-
ber of small and cottage indus-
trics would spring up thercby
facilitating employment oppor-
tunitics for rural women.

China to finance
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sOuUrces say.

The proposced hospital is
cxpected to cater to the needs
of thosc who normally prefer
to go abroad for sophisticated
treatment.

Equipped with most
amenities and facilitics, the
hospital will be manned by
highly skilled local proles-
sional physicians and experts.

Treatment to paticnts sufl-
fering [rom acute hcpatitis,
cancer and heart ailments will
also be offcred, the sources

The government expects,
with the establishment of the
proposcd hospital, serious pa-
ticnts will not be required to
go abroad.

The treatment facilitics at
the hospital will be as good as
those in Bangkok, the sources
=y

The Chinese government
has sought some points to be
clarified by Bangladesh gov-
ernment before finalising the
fund rclecasing deal.

Mcanwhile the Health
Minister under the new gov-
ernment has decided to
streamline the health scctor.

Jail revolt
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assaulted a jail guard
the bail inside the jail.

When contacted, the jail
authorities admitted the revolt
by prisoners. Details of the in-
cident could not be known
immediately.

A late night BSS report
said, the situation was brought
under - control when
metropolitan police and dis-

trict administration officials

intervened and got release of
the guards from a section of
the jail inmates.

Meanwhile a tripartite
mecting of jail guards, jail au-
thority and the inmates was
convened for tomorrow. Dis-
trict administration officials
will also attend the meeting as

jail guardians.

and rang
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have been taken to crcate a
congenial atmosphere.

The administration is now
busy with preparing the
President’s speech which will
outline the programmes of the

new government.

Besides Justice Shahab-
uddin’'s speech may contain
remarks about the

constitutional provisions for
imlhmkrirt-ﬂ
e on a

on ending the
form ol government.

He will also justify the for-
mation of the Council of
Ministers with the BNP mem-
bers o dismiss the allegation
that he has lost his :

As per the Constitution the
Acting President will have to

address the first session of
Parliament on April 5. In his

the Acting President.

On the other hand, the
Joint Declaration has limited
the tenure of the carctaker
government by staling that
power should be transierred lo
parliament.

But the constitutional pro-
visions make it clear that 1
should be a presidential clee-
tion to hand over full power to
the elected government.

Meanwhile the Awami
League has taken a stand to go
back to a parliamentary form of
government.

The stand of Awami League
is supported by its allies and

the Five-Party combine.

The Jamaat-c Islami has
shificd s stand and now pre-
fer to create a balance of
power between the presidency
and the parllament rctaining
the presidential form of gov-
ernment.

The BNP has not yet clearly

keeping in
mind a future presidential

the Jatiya Party has
clearly siated its intention to
oppose a parliamentary form of
government.

In this ecircumstances,

political circles belicve that a

or informally
must be held between the BNP
and the AL to decide the next
course of action al least to give
an easy cxil to the incumbent
Acting President.

Mecanwhile the Five-Party
Alliance contacted the Awami
League about the possible dia-
logue.

Awami
that they have

¢ sourccs said

The Five-Party source said
that the dialogue might be
held by the “end of the weck
with the consent of the BN,

A BNP source said that a
meeting of the standing
commitice of the¢ BNP on this
issuc will bc held soon alier
the return of NP chairperson
and Prime Minister Khaleda
Zia from Kushtia.

Political circles belicve that
in the meantime the BDNP and
the Awami Leaguce are trying o
narrow down their dilferences.

In the process Sheikh
Hasina as Leader of the
Opposition has grected the
Prime Minister Khaleda Zia
who In turn also greeted
Sheikh Hasina.

Political circles have ex-
pressed their optimism that a
concensus on vital national is-
sucs would be possible in the
ncar fulure.

AL activists attack houses
of BNP workers: 25 hurt

SIRAJGANJ, Mar 23: Al
least 25 pcople including two
women were injured in a clash
today between Awami Leaguc
and BNP supporters at village
Panagari in Kajipur upazila of
the district, police said, re-
ports UNB. .

BNP leaders said some 500
Awami Leaguc supporters led
by Nat union AL leaders
Ishaq nns Ramjan Chakladar
attacked with lethal weapons
the houses of BNP supporters
this morning when the clash
ensucd.

AL activists Ildris, Shafiqul,
Kawsar, Sahjahan and Rawsan
Alli and BNP's Z¢l Hossain and
Faruq, scriously injured in the
fighting, were admitted to the
Sadar Hospital.

The injured women,
Julckha and Bilkis Begum,
were relcased after first aid.

The attackers looted valu-
ables and beat up the inmatces
of the houses, stated Bosa
Chakladar in a case lodged
with the Sadar police station.

The houscs of BNP activists
ITaidul Islam, Ajhar Mandal,
Yunus, Zel Hossain, Mantu,
Manju member, Mannan, Za-
hurul and Chandullah were al-
legedly attacked.

Police and villagers said to-
day's clash was a backlash of a
post-election clash on Febru-
ary 27 between the activists of
the two parties.

AL candidate won the par-
liamentary polls in Kazipur
constituency.

When contacted, local AL
leaders saild their activists
might be involved In the Inci-
dent, but it was not a political
maller.

JP, BNP workers
clash: 7 hurt

at Ghorashal
By Staff Correspondent

At lcasl scven persons were
injured in a clash between the
activists of the Jatlya Party and
the BNP at Bangladesh Jute
Mill, Ghorashal Saturday.

Shahabuddin (26) an cm-
ployec of a tea stall was admit-
ted to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital with scrious
injuries. Six other injured per-
sons were given first aid.

About 20 to 25 people led
by Bakul and Harun, President
and Vice President respee-
tively of the Jatiya Party
backed former Fourth Class
Employees Union allegedly at-
tacked the workers of the pre-
sent BNP supported Emplo-
yees Union at the mill gate on
Saturday afternoon.

The Jatiya Party activists
exploded about 25 cocktails.
When the BNP worke:s chased

them they fled away.

ADP to be revised

upward
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US Dollar was disbursed, com-
pared to 490 million in the
corresponding period of the
previous fiscal ycar.

In the last fiscal (1989-90),
ADP was revised downward for
scrious current account deficit
resulting in failure to give pro-
jected local currency support.

Spadework

Another report adds: A 4-
member World Bank team ar-
rived Dhaka on Friday to begin
spadework for the coming Aid
Consortium mecting and dis-
cuss the national budget

preparations.

The WD country cconomic
mission led by the Bank's se-

nior economist James Sackey,

‘fortnight-long

metl Saturday Economic Rela-
tions Divisjon (ERD) Sccretary
Enam Ahmed Chowdhury,
opening its scries  of review
meetings with government of-
ficials.

Officials said during ils
stay in

esh, the mission would

review the country’'s economic
performance, discuss m:r:;
year's budgct preparations a
asscss its need of external as-
sistance next ycar (1991-92).

ERD confirmed the Aid Club
meceting would be held May
29-30 in the French capital.

Officials expeel a generous
response from the donors at
this year's consortium mecting
in view of the country’'s transi-
tion o democracy through fair
clections.

"Black Day' today
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emerged as the single largest
party in parliament. Begum
Khalcda Zia took over as Prime
Minister on March 20.
Deposed President Ershad
is now detained in a sub-jail at
Gulshan. He is facing trial for
sscssing fllegal arms and
unds. Besides, some more al-
legations against him including
abuse of power are under in-

n.

Mecanwhile, BNP and APSU
have deecided to observe the
day as a Black Day”".

A discussion meeting and a
rally will be held at BNP's
Banani office premises today at
3 pm in observance of the

"Black Day".

BNI® Saturday urged all na-
tionalist and democratic forces
of the country to take a vow (o
foil all conspiracies ol the re-
emergence of autocrat Ershad.

In a statement issued in
Dhaka Saturday night on the
eve of the ‘March 24 Black Day’
it also called upon all to re-
main alert against such a de-
sign and sought cooperation of

to set transition to democ-
racy on a easy-going motion.

way to democracy Is
still tmperilled as some politi-
cal rs are oul to rchabili-
tate autocrat Ershad in the
country’'s politics, the stale-
ment said

given their con-
 sent about the dialoguc.
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Colombo detains ship with
mortars

COLOMDO, Mar 23 The Srl Lankan custors has detained a

nority in the us
mﬂ&pﬂbr;uw. 43.2 per cent of s inhabliants were

White in the five New York city

— Manhattan,

Brooklyn, BDronx, Qucens, Staten . The preceding cen-
sus gave 52.4 per cent of the Whites In 1980, reports Tanjug

Seven killed in S Africa

JOIIANNESBURG, Mar 23: Scven peoplec were killed
overnight in two black townships wracked by chronie vio-
lkence in recent wecks, police sald Saturday. A policcrnan was

wounded by gunfire late Friday in Alexandra, the only

black

township within Johannesburg a city limits, and police found
four bodics Saturday in Alexandra and three others in the

ncarby Tembisa township, reports AP,

Ethiopia expels Libya’s envoy

NAIROII,

tivilics It says were |

Mar 23: Ethiopia has cx
sador and three other diplomats from

ible with their df
sions. Ethiopian radio Friday

lied Libya's ambas-

and Sudan for ac-
plomatic mis
quoted a Forcign Ministry

spokesman as saying the four had been “instructed lo leave
Ethiopian territory within four days as persona non grata.’

reports Al

Jackson to contest US polls

WASIHINGTON, Mar 23: US civil rights leader Jesse Jack-

son said on Friday he m

ight seck the democmatic

party presi-

dential nomination for the third time. Jackson, who lost to
Michael Dukakis In his 1988 attempt o win the democratic
nomination was speaking lo reporters al a meeting of party
lcaders planning stmategy on how to beat Republican Presi-
dent George Dush in 1992, reports Reuter.

Six killed in Delhi blast

NEW DELIII, Mar 23: At lcast six

people Including a

woman were killed and 48 wounded in a twin bomb blast at a
bus stop ncar a slum area in west Delhi tonight, police said.

'Two bombs exploded simultancously at about

7.45 pm at a

bus stop in Khyala village near Tilak Nagar, police said, re

ports PTI1.

Publication of Dawn resumes

KARACHI, Mar 23: Pakistan's leading English-language

daily the Dawn reap

in Karachi today afler nearly a
week of anti-media violence. The decision to resume

publica

tion following a one-day break came after the militant Mohafir

National Movement (MOM) called off a boycott of the newspa-
per and its sister publications, reports Reuter.

Water supply
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tribute o aggravating the cri-
sis.

Dhaka WASA, the organisa-
tion responsible for water sup-
ply in the city, has the capacity
to produce 11.50 crore gallons
of water a day. This can meet
only 50 per cent of the need of
this city. The water require-
ment has becn estimated at
about 24 crore gallons for the
city's 60 lakh residents.

For producing 11.50 crore
gallons of walcr, Dhaka WASA
depends on 137 decp tube-
wells and the Chandnighat
Water Works, which provide
35 lakh gallons everyday.

WASA authoritics say that
the output from the deep
tubewells has reduced by 156
per cent recently since the
underground water level has
gone down, which they con-
sider as normal in this scason.

admitted that an aver-
age of three ta four deep tube-
wells remain out of use every-
day duc to mechanical trouble
or for maintenance purpose.

The WASA authoritics said
that 20 per cent of the water
produced is totally wasted in
different ways, while another
26 per cent remains beyond
WASA's account. So, accordin
to them, Dhaka WASA's lo
systcms loss of waler stands al
45 percent, which is undoubt-
edly too high.

It is gathcred from con-
cerned sources that the main
reasons behind the wastage arc
— open hydrants, lcakages in
the supply lines, overflow of
waler from Lthe overhead tanks
in households and uncon-
trolled use of water through
non-metered supply system.

An oflicial of Dhaka WASA
told the Daily Star that over
1200 hydrants for supplying
free waler now exist in differ-
¢nl roads and lanes of the city.
But most of the hydrants have
no lap to check the flow of wa-
ter. Taps were duly fitted with
all hydrants, but these were ci-
ther removed or stolen, caus-
ing Lthe wastage of a huge quan-
tity of water everyday. ,

"Ward Commissioners of
Dhaka City Corporation wcre
officially empowered to look
after the hydrants in their ar-
eas to ensure proper utilisation
of water and lo arrange re-
placement of taps if required”,
said the official and alle
that the Commissioners [al
to do the job.

On the misuse of water by
non-metered consumers and
the overflow of water [rom
overhead tanks, the officlals
sald that it was only the
awarencss of the people that
could save water for the eon-
sumption of others. /

He mentioned that 35 per
cent of the one lakh 10 thou-
sand water consumers are still
without meters and pay waler
bills at a fixed rate.

Dhaka WASA has now en-

a German firm 1o look

gaged
| into the problems behind the

huge systems loss and recom-
mend ways to improve the
waler supply system in the
city.

The German lirm has been
working sincc 1989 for the
projcet financed by the World
Bank. About six erorc Taka will
be spent for the project which
is likely to be complected by
the end of the year.

Dhaka WASA has a Tk. 71
crorc crash programme o in-
crcasc supply of water in the
city. The programme, initiated
in March 1989, includcs in-
stallation of 60 new dcecp
tubcwells in different parts of
the city. Work on the installing
of 56 decp tubcwells started
last year and 24 of them have
already been commissioned.

The implementation of the
crash programme is reportedly
hampered due to delay in fund
rcicase by the government.

With the implementation of
the crash programme, Dhaka
WASA will have a total of 170
deep tubcewells which will be
able to supply a littlic over 14
crore gallons of walter daily.
And yet this quantity ol water
will remain far behind the
growing nced of the capital
city. _

Experts believe that instal-
lation of waler treatment
plants either at Demra or:
Saidabad can help solve the
city's water problems. The
proposed plants can depend
on surface water which would
not affect the underground
water level. B

Experts also suggesl cxpan-
sion of Chandnighat Water
Works for increasing ils pro-

Mirpur plunges
into darkness
By Staff Correspondent

A vaslt arca of Mirpur
plunged Into darkness Salur-
day evening following a break-
down in 33 kv grid line be-
tween Kafrul and Thigoon sub-
station at Mirpur.

Executive Engineer of Mir-
pur Zone lold The Daily Star
that “Second fault was noticed
necar Thigoon sub-station line
allcr the previous one was re-
paired near Kalfrul which de-
layed the restoration of sup-
ply”.

The over-loaded line of the
arca was onc of the causes ol
the break-down, he said.

He said repair work on the
line was going on and the
supply would be restored
overnight. Supply was restored
partially in the area from Mir-
pur old sub-station, he added.

Hasina
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government for its fallure In
protecting lives and property

as well as

of cssentials. Price of ricé has
increased by Tk 2 1o 3 per
scer afller the taking over by

BNP, she added.



