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Despite the of the Gulf conflicts and
~ the recent t:rrm:n‘d'orgn upheaval in the country,
the students of Allance Frapcaise somchow
found the time, inspiration and the place to
practice and present not one play but three
at one go.
Ph?lmhh m.r:ul the first time the French insti-
tute had produced plays butl thcy had always
carlier translations from French into Bangla.
Not many thonths ago there had been a poetry
and playreading session, o the same
students, and that too had been a delightful oc-
casion. To have plays in fluent French, to enter-
tain the French speaking communily, deserved
an accolade.

The Bangladeshi readers arc used to Zola,
Dumas, Becketl, lonesco, Racine, Moliere and
such better known, novelists and dramalists.
The young actors had chosen Roland Dubillard
and Moincaux for their thespian efforts.

The two short plays included excerpts from
"Classical Tragedy” and “Glorious Monsters”.
"Classical Tragedy” ridiculed the theatre going
bourgeoisic French who like to flaunt their
knowledge. The two theatre lovers on stage
were left with the rhythm of the lines instead
of the actual words to quote and exchange. The
play scorned the hang-up of the middle-class
gentry with their penchant for appcearing to
have more knowledge of culture and civilization
than they posscssed in reality.

The second play dealt with Sarah Bernard.
The French treat great aclors and superstars as
"monsters”. Two characters were shown dis-
cussing how ridiculous it was for an aging ac-
tr¢ss lo go on performing even when her
charms and ability had completely waned. The
individuals recalled how the famous actress has
had to be carried on a wheelchair and peoplc
had to even speak her lines for her.

The last and most dramatic picce was "The
Police Supcrintendent is a Good Guy" by
Georges Moincux. This was a humorous, action-
packed, slapstick production about a police su-
perintendent who was given no rest while he
had to sort oul the problems of various individ-
uals who came to the police station with their

gricvances.

Abul Kalam Azad, who has often shown great
interest in acting in plays at the Alliance
Francaise confessed: "At first the lines were
difficult to memorise. But after repcated
practice the lines came to me naturally.” He did
not have anyonc to help him with his part at
home. Even the choice of the final play, which
was a tremendous success, was his.

Azad has acted before in "La Lecon”. He be-
lieves. "It is important to have plays such as this
so that people are more exposed to other cul-
tures. It is commendable to be proud of our
own literature but we should not close our
minds to others, specially when we have some-
thing to learn [rom them.”

Illjn'inm Deband and Abul Kalam Azad in Moineaux's “The Police
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Superintendant is a good
—Photo: Enamul Haque.

Azad says that the most important aspect
the play is perfection of the portrayal of the
characters. However, he admits that the direc-
tion can at times be of more co uence.

Sabbir Ahmed Chowdhury, who had double

of

roles — one as a policeman and the other as a
person who had visited the police headquarters

to gct permission to ca a revolver — has
acted before in plays too, like Azad. But these
had been either in English or Bangla. Like his
companion Azad, he is a keen enthusiast of the
regular weckly films at the French centre. He
also scldom leaves out what is offered in way of
films at the Gocthe Institute or the DBrilish
Council.

"“You must both entertain and instruct in a
play. It is vital to develop our local music,
dancing and sculpture, hand in hand with being
in touch with foreign cullures,” Sabbir com-
mcnis.

Khaja Ahmed, another important actor, says
about his role: "As I'm not a prolessional what-
ever | have achieved is thanks to Didier
[lubeau, the play director. lle was easy to get
along with, although he did tend to be strict.”

Pacha Khan, a private student of B.Com,

enjoyed his role too, except for the part that

his dreadlocks and curls could not be Mlaunted.

lic too had taken part in "La Feurcur de Lire”, a
reccnt pocetry and play reading scssion at the
Alliance Francaise,

Myrium Dcbard, who co-acted in the plays
with the boys, has been in Bangladesh for six
months. She has witnesscd at least three
Bangla plays, some even political in nature, at
the Mahila Samily., She is a keen enthusiast of
the TSC winter productions too. She loves
Bangla films too as they are so easy to follow.
She says "The story is invariably the same love
trianglc or the tale of struggling poverty.”

What annoys her sometimes at plays is the
restlessness of the audience. must com-
ment and chatter”, she complains with a gentle
smile. She hopes that the students of the
French school will produce equally enjoyable
plays in future "but for that dircctor is required
as Didicr leaves Dhaka next month™.

Didier Hubeau, a computer expert by proles-
sfon, believes :"The most important thing is to

. give the audicnce something pleasant. It is not

enough for the producer or director to have a
scnsc of inflated cgo or satisfaction.” His role
as the director of Lhe plays was important as
actors cannot procced without adequate direc-
tion. It is intcresting to nofe that Didier had a
part as an actor too in the last play.

Who can blame one for hoping
for more such entertainment from the French
school?

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

Kim greets
Shahabuddin

ACROSS

President
Republic of Korea Kim [l Sung
has warmly congratulated
Acting President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed, and the
pecople of Bangladesh on the
occasion of the 20th anniver-
sary of independence of the
country, reports [3SS.

Kim Il Sung
expressed his conviction that
the friendly and coopecrative
rclations between the two

countrics will further develop.

Birendra greets
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Khaleda

congratulated Prime Minister
of Bangladesh Begum Khaleda
Zia on her assumption of the

Bangladcsh and wished her
success in her new responsi-
bilitics, reporis [3SS.

| Sunday
33 One of 5.00 Opening and recitation
HOMES from Al-Quran
34 Dallies 5.20 News in Bengali
36 Linda — 5.30 Nirjhar
L 5.55 Mahe Ramzan
41 Less cooked | 6.25  Sports Programme
45 Rends 7.056 Tagorc songs
45 Individust 8.00 News in Bengali
:; Eﬁ:ﬂ 8.30 Discussion
49 Greek letter | 9.00 Drama Scrial: Oshin
50 Condensed 9.50 Tomorrow's p mmc
5\ “‘_‘?“1‘;‘;"‘“ 10.00 News in English
World 10.25 Shilpa-Shahitya
11.15 News
11.30 Closing

and waiting..
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office of Prime Minister of
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Art exhibition
begins
by BUET Correspondent

The combined art exhibi-

tion of six young artists began
at the Fine Arts Institute

premises on Saturday.
The apprentice artists
named Samiron, Prodduit,

Naxir Ahmed, S M. Mahmudur
Rahman, Md. A, and Asziz
Ahmed arrayed as many as 30
works of paintings.

in them the artists divulged
landscape, nature and love,

mm’m ete.

A large number of art-lovers
gnthcred at the opening of the
exhibition.

The 7-day long show be-
ginning from March 23, will
end on March 29.

The exhibition is open to all

from 10 am to 7 pm everyday.

Metropolitan

Heavy llow of richshaws on

problems including road acci-

carlier

dents. Some e

roads. On the contrary, roads
could be constructed on the
existing railway tracts.
Mcanwhile the present gov-
ermment has the work
on the construction of Ma-

Lack of buyers at
Islamic book fair

By Shahzad Monju

Four out of 30 book stalls have
been closed at the middle
of the Islamic book fair at
Baitul Mukarram
due to lack of buyers.

Islamic Foundation has ar-
ra the book fair from
Fcbruary 19 and it will con-
tinue till April 13.

Ekushey February and Ramzan

JP's 'development
day’ today

By Staff Correspondent

The Jatiya Party will ob-
serve 'development day’ today
(Sunday).

A Jatlya Party press release
said a discussion meeting will
be held at Gulshan office at 11
am. The Acting Chairman of
the Jatiya Party Mizanur Rah-
man Chowdhury and central
leaders will address the meet-

ing.
S5 grocery shops
gutted in city

By Staff Correspondent
Al least five grocery shops

were damaged at Kazipara

Bazar at Mirpur when fire
broke out from an adjacent
petrol retailer's shop at around
9 pm Saturday.

Fire DBrigade personnel
brought the fire-under control
within half an hour.

None was injured, police
said.

have occasioned this fair. It
is for the second time that
Islamic Foundation has ar-
such a [air in obser-
vance of two occasions.

Book on religion, religious
education, research publica-
tions books for children and
biography of Prophets are

sold in the ;

Other slalls, aboul 12 In num-
ber sell prayer books, caps,
prayer mats and scent.

Employces of most of the book
- reported lower sale of
books and blamed the heat.

Salesmen at the Abbasia Li-
brary blamed lack of public-
ity. Most of the people do
not know a book fair is go-
ing on here, they said.

The average sale this year is
lower than that of last year.
Masud Rana of Sirhind
Prakashan hoped sales will
pick up as people get their
salaries or Eid bonuses.

An employee at the Islamic
Foundation's stall said books
worth Taka 400 to Taka
500 were sold during the
last two days of Ramzan.

But the amount of sales of
Solemania Book llouse and
Islamic Grantha Bitan
Thursday were Tk. 4000
and Tk. 2100 respectivcly.

Soleman, the owner of the
Solemania book stall said
salc at his tall v -hu_

" Taka five to seven

every day.

The Holy Quran, books on Na-
maz and Ozifa Sharif are
sclling well, he said Books
for children from India and
different of scent are
also le in the fair.

Imst year for the job.

ment, In can-

the locus standi of
the ment in case the

work is finally cancelled.
Mcanwhile, varfous ques-
tions have surfaced in the

minds of general public as to
the nature of the controversial

By Shahiduzzaman Khan

Banani flyover project. — Star photo

Blockade on road

The busy Outer Circular
Road ncar Mouchak in the city
was blocked for over an hour
following a hitch between tral-
fic police personnel and a
truck helper on Saturday
morning, reports UND.

Hundreds ol vchicles in-
cluding an ambulance with a
serious paticnt were suddenly
stranded on the road between
Mouchak crossing and

Maghbazar from 10.45 am to

12.15 pm.

The incident occurred

when a traffic police stopped a
truck loaded with government
consignment. The driver ol the
that the traflic

truck alleged
police asked for "bribe”™ and

refusal of the payment made
him angry and started beating

the helper of the truck. The
police also took the helper to
Ramna police station.
In retaliation the
driver put his truck in an
oblique
blocking the traffic movement
during the usually busy hours.

The blockade was soon
joined by other trucks coming

truck

position on the road
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' BNP interviewing candidates for 30 elective posts of women MPs in Dhaka on Saturday. The
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party Chairperson*and Prime Minister Khaleda Zia and other senior leaders are seen.
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- Thundershower likely

By Staff Correspondent
Rain or thundershower accempanicd by tcmporary gusty

wind likely to occur at one or two

places over Rajshahi,

Dhaka, Jessore, Kushtia, Noakhali, Comilla and Sylhet region.
Weather likely to remain dry elsewhere. Day temperature

likely to risc by
Rain and

the country except in
Celsius and in Rangpur,
two to three degree Celsius.

one to three degree Celsius.

thundershower occurred at one or two places
over Rajshahi and Khulna divisions on Saturday. It was dry
elsewhere. Day temperature remained nearly unchanged over
Satkhira where it rose by two degree
Rajshahi, and Tangail where it fell by

The highest temperature of 37 degree Celsius was

recorded in Jessore on Saturday.

The sun scts on Sunday at 6:11 pm and rises on Monday at

| 5:58 am.
. Outlook for su t two days: Little change
' Extended outlook for another five days : Weather may
improve.
| Temperature and humidity recorded in some citics on
Saturday were:
| City /Town Temperature in Celsius Humidity (%)
Max Min 9 am 6 pm
' Dhaka 31.8 22 61 i:;
Chittagong 33.8 23.4 82
Rangpur 33.5 19.2 57 42
Sylhet 33 19.7 64 54
Khulna 32.6 19.6 58 46
Jessore 32.6 18.2 x x
Cox's Bazar 35 24.5 72 X
Rajshahi ° 35.6 190.5 55 67
 Maximum temperatures of some regional citics :
Comombo 32 degree Bangkok 35
Calcutta 34 Betjing 12
\S&ingapore 30 Karachi 12

— Star photo

By Staff Correspondent
" Jatiya Ganatantric Party

(JAGPA) greeted DBegum
Khaleda Zia and said that the
pcople of the country hoped
that the BNP government
would fulfil its promises given
during mass upsurge.

In a meeting of the
Executive Committee with
Shafiul Alam Prodhan in the
chair, held in Dhaka on
Saturday, JAGPA urged the
new government to repeal the
Special Powers Act, Press and
Publications Act and other
black laws.

BNP must change all the
anti-state policies taken during
the last 19 years and will can-
cel the 25-year “slavish ac-
cord” with India, it said.

The National Committee for
Resisting Aggression has con-

tulated Begum Khaleda Zia
g:hcr assumption of the of-
fice of the Prime Minister.

in a press release on
Saturday, Dr. S.M. Lutfor
Rahman, President of the

commiitee also felicitated Lhe
members of the Council of
Ministers and that un-
der the leadership of Begum
Zia, BNP will lcad the nation
the road of progress and pros-
perity.

| Council of Banglade

against bribe

[rom the opposile direction
which barricaded Lhe other
lane forcing the traflic to a
complete standstill.

However a police tow van
came to It the truck that
blocked the road but was

forced to leave the spot due to
the outrage and oultery of the
local people

Later the truck drivers
withdrew the blockade follow-
ing the request of the people,
mostly those of the stranded
vchicles.

The truck drivers com-
plained that Lralfic policc were
always harassing the truck
workers demanding “tips.”
Some cven sajd that on such
occasions like Eid-Ul-Fitr ha-
rassmenl by the trallic police
will increasc.

The biennial general meet-
ing and eclection of National
sh-China
Friendship Socicty will be held
on March 31 at Dhanmandi
Kakali iligh School auditorfum.

Members of the society

have been requested to join

the meeting timely. .
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Anarchy on city roads

to Dhaka Cantonment
land was not acquired before
the construction started. The
Cantonment authoritics raised
objection %o the llegal’ occu-
pation of the land for flyover
construction. The project has
not been Included In the
three-year rolling plan of Lhe
Fourth Five-Year Plan, the
sources sald.

Back In 1986, a decision
was laken up lo consirucl a
number of flyovers in Dhaka
city through Annual Develop-
ment Programme. Initially,
four Myovers were undertaken
by the Planning Commission.
Al a proliminary slage, Japan,
Belgium and West Germany
wanied to fund the project.

The Japancse Government
carricd out a feasibifity study in
Dhaka city and jound that con
siruction of flyovers are not
fcasible at this stage. The study
found that elimination of rick-
shaws [rom the city streets ' is
nol humanly possiblc unlcss
alternative sources of income
for huge number of rickshaw-
pullers are arranged. On the
contrary, Dhaka traffic was nol
so cnormous which could ex-
pedite the construction of fly-
overs.

When Japan backed out,
foreign assistance to this pro-
ject became uncertain which
was duly communicated by the
Economic Rclations Division
(ERD) to the ministry con-
cerned. Aflterwards, it was
decided to go ahead wilh the
project depending on limited
resources available locally. A
proposal involving Tk. 7541.32
lakh was submitied to the
Planning Commission again for
consideration on July 286,
1989,

The déposed President Er-
shad approved the project
with the note ‘flyovers at Ma-
hakhali and Banani can be
constructed on a dclerred
paymcnt basis as per design of
the local contractors and as
reccommended by the Roads
and Road Transport Division.’

wish Lo be present.

DFP (G) 3298-21/3
G-29

Government of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh

Ministry of Agriculture
Project Implementation Wing
Khamar Bari, Farmgate, Dhaka.

Memo No. Agri/PIW/E&R-I1/Pro-1/88/45/ dated : 21-3-91

NOTICE INVITING
RE-TENDER

Scaled tenders are hereby inviled from the bonalide
Supplicrs for supply of overhead Projector for Depariment of
Agriculture Extension under Revised Second Exicnsion and
Research Project (IDA Credit No. 1215-BD).

The cost will be financed by the IDA, as such chigibic
goods and the supplicrs must be from World Bank Mcember
countrics other than South Africa and Isracl.

Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information
from Project Implementation Wing, Mimstry ol
Agriculture, Khamar Bari, Farmgate, Dhaka.

Tender documents will be available for salc al a non-
refundable price of Tk. 500/- (Taka five hundred) only during
office hours on all working days from 24-3-91 w0 28-3-91 a1
Project Implementation Wing, Minisury ol Agncullure,
Khamar Ban, Farmgaie, Dhaka.

Intending bidders must submit Earncst Moncy @ 2.50%
of his total quotcd value in the form of Pay Order / Bank
Draft of any scheduled Bank in favour of the Project
Director, Project Implementation Wing, Ministry ol
Agriculture, Khamar Bari, Farmgaie, Dhaka.

Tenders will be received at Project Implementation Wing,
Ministry of Agricullure, Khamar Bari, Farmgatc, Dhaka
upto 12-00 Noon on 30-3-91 and be opencd immediaicly
therealier on the same day in presence of the ienderers who

The Project Implementation Wing, Minisury of
Agriculture reserves the right Lo reject any iender including
the lowest tender and accept any tender in part or full and 10
waive any minor irregularity of a tender il the waiver is
found 10 be in the interest of the Project 1o do so without
assigning any rcason whatsocver.

Project Implementation Wing,

(Md. Jamaluddin)
Project Engineer,
Ministry of Agriculiure
Phone : 317795




