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Chinese Gen E tc Pak award :

Pakistan President Ghulam Tuesday awarded one
nl' the count top military l"‘lﬂll to mlling Chincse
JL-I siatement said, reports AFP,

ﬂumﬂmmﬁrﬂmﬂﬂtrﬂxuﬂn the Deputy
Chiel of General Stall of the E‘Pkl Liberation Army in
recognifion of his “personal e s" to promote relations
between China and Pakistan and their Armcd Forces, the
statcmen! sald.

Cen. Xu Xin has been a “sincere and close friend of
Pakistan and it's army,” it said, adding that cooperation
between the two Armed Forces had “further strengithened
the bonds of friecndship that alrcady cxist between the two

neighbouring countries.”
ines needs strong leader :

Eduardo uangco, President Corazon Aguino’s estranged
cousin = political opponent, said Wednesday the
Philippincs needs a strong leader who can pull the country
out of erisis and impose law and order, reports AP
Conjuangro said Mrs. Aquino’s successor would “be
with a bankrupt lion and... would have 1o pick
pleces and put it together and make It run once
"We need leaders who could our people, motivale
and ins theny to take on the burden of rebuilding this
who could form governments which in tum
- could impose order and restore stability so that we could live

peaceiul and eventually prosperous lives,” Conjuangco said,

Scuds hit Mlthideen base :

said Wednesday Scud missfles slammed into

positions around the besieged garrison town ol Khost

in southern Alghanistan, killing scores ol people, re AP.

At least 35 Scuds have been launched from the Afghan

tal of Kabul in the past week, said Najibullah Lalraye,

information minister of the government-in-exile
red in Pakistan.

said Scud missiles, with a range of 100 to 176

miles (160 1o 280 kflometers), landed inside the town limits

of Khost and killed scores of civilians. lle also said 700

familics had fled the town of about 30,000 since the latest

guerilla assaull began last Saturday.

Iraq annuls Kuwait's annexation:
The Iragl Parliament Wednesday annulled it's annexation of
Kuwait, Htlrn(ﬂﬂrwnmrwyﬂﬂﬂjmpned says AFP,

The decision to annex Kuwait was taken August 7, five
days aflter Iraqi troops invaded the ofl-rich Emirate. The

report was monitored in Cyprus.

Bid to hijack Soviet lzlane foiled :

A Sovi¢t parllamentarian foiled a hijacking when he grappled

with a 20-ycar-old man armed with a knile and |cargas

canister who demanded to be flown abroad, lzvestia

newspaper in Moscow reported Wednesday, reports Reuter.
The paper sald Deputy Nikolal Sazonov, an engincer at the

Clanl Kamaz truck plant in Tataria, came to Lthe aid of two

stewardesses in the incident aboard a flight from Moscow to

Ezhnic Chelny on March 14,

}

"Without thinking, Nikolai rushed to the aid of the women
an wrestled with the Bandit, who it later turned out was
armed with a knife and teargas canister,”

lzvestia said.

PORT MOKESHY, Mar 21 :
Papua New 'Guinca (PNG) is
considering recruiting up to
5,000 Nepalese Gurkhas 1o sct
up a National Guard 1o fight a
erime wave In the South
Pacific nation, a government
document said.

A cabinet submission o the
Plpua New Culnea government
on Lhe establishment of a

forces? We are going to train
these people who may form
the nucleus of an armed
uprising latcr,” he said.

Prime Minister Rabbie
Namaliu said last Thursday he
wanted to sct up a National

Cuard, in which youths aged
beitween 13 and 19 would

spend one year gaining mili-
lary and civic training, as part

National GQuard said the foree
should be given a 50 million
US dollar annual budget.

The Gurkhas would be
reeruited from llong Kong to
train youths in miltary and
civic work for the next five
ycars, said Lhe document,
which was lcaked 1o local me-
dia

The document said the
National Guard should have au-
lonomous financial powers and
be headed by a newly created
minister for the Inlerior.

Senlor military olficials re-
jected the proposal today, say
ing t would create a force
stronger than the couniry's
defence and poliee forces,
which cach number 3,000

We arc going to fight this,
even Il I mcans going lo
court,” a scndor dekonee force
officer wid Reulers.

“What is the motive behind
leup a paramililary foroe
out the censututionally
established dofence and police

of a scrics ol mcasures (o
combal crime.

Othcr mcasures announced
by Namaliu included a nine-
hour night curfew, which
comes inlo effect on Thursday,
reintroduction of the death
penalty and tatlooing of crimi-
rals.

Papua New Guinea Forest
Minister Karl Stack, who made
the submission to cabinct, said
on Wednesday the governmeni
would nced o seek foreign aid
to help finance the National
Couard

The proposcd commandcr
of the Natonal Guard, cx-
Defence Foree Commander lan
Graville, 1old Rculcrs on
Wodnesday he had been given
four weeks to draw up detadls
of its establishment

Under the plan, 1.200
CGurkhas could be recruited in
the frst year to train 18,000
conscripled youlhs.

Ceneral Mendoza: Her husband 1s a colonel

Lithuanian guard
wounded in
troops’ shooting

MOSCOW, Mar 21: Soviel
‘black berct’ commandos
opened fire small bus carrying

Lithuanian border guards,
wounding at least one,

Meanwhile, nearly 1,600
kilometers (1,000 miles) away
in Georgia, Georgian and
Ossciian groups thal have been
fighting pitched battles with
shells, grenades and machine
guns agreed to a ccasefire, the
Soviel news agency Tass re-
ported Wednesday.

Howcver, there were also
reporis of continued violence
in the South Ossetia section of
Georgia, with a nurse and a boy
injurcd in an attack on a clinic.
Twenty-five Ossectian bus pas-

sengers reporiedly were taken

hostage.
The shooting in Lithuania

began when the Lithuanian bus
approached a roadlock sct up
by the black beret’ troops on a
street in Vilnfus and refused to
stop. The jecps chased and
fired at the bus until it
stopped.

The fighting in South
Ossetia has cut ofl the region's
capital of Tskinvali, leaving it
without power or communica-
tions with the outside world.
The Interior Ministry
spokcsman safd the Ministry
had arranged a mecting be-
tween leaders of the Georgian
and South Ossetian paramili-

tary groups who agreed to the
ceascfire. ¢
The fighting was sparked

when Ossetian activists moved
to separale their homeland
from Georgia.

Tehran Riyadh
to restore ties

next week

NICOSIA, Mar 21 : Iran and
Saudi Arabia said Wednesday
they will restore diplomatic
relations next week, a move
likely to raise Tehran's stand-
ing in the Gulf and promotc
regional security, reports AP.

Simultancous announce-
ments in Riyadh and Tehran
~1ul ties between the Gulfs
iwu largest countries will be
reestablished Tucsday.

The announcement fol-
lowed a surprise mecting
Monday in Oman between Ira-
nian Foreign Minister Ali Ak-
bar Vclayali and his Saudi
countcrpart, Prince Saud al-
Faisal,

Tchran radio also said the
two sides agreed on the num-
ber of lranian pllgrims who
will be allowed to visit holy ci-
ties in Saudi Arabla on Lhe
June liafj, the annual Muslim
pilgrimage.

The broadcast, monilored
in Nirosia, did not give dclaifls.
But the state-run Tchran
Times sabd Monday that Rivadh
had agreed to allow 110,000
Iranians Lo make the pilgrim-
age, morc than doublec the
numbcer allowed under a Saudi
quola.

Oman, which mediated the
Tehran-Saudi riflt, said the
ecarly resumplion of tics was "a
very important step on Lhe
road te [ruitful coopecration
among all regional states for
the sake of stabilizing security
and pcace in the Gull region
and lor mobilizing widcer cl-
forts for inter-Islamic coop-
cration”.

The agreement coincided
with Tehran oflicially reopen-
ing #ts cmbassy in Amman,
cnding a decade of acrimony
with Joerdan, and undcerscoring
“Tchran's commitment to me-
nding rclations with its Arab
ncighbours.

Earlicr this month the Ira-
nians exchanged interest soc-
lions with Egypt, condemnod
by the latc Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini, the lranian spiritual
keader, for fts ties with Isracl.
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Rebels destroy food reserves : US
‘accused of bid to starve Iraqis

BAGIIDAD, Mar 2] : An
iraqi Cabinct Minister said
Wednesday that rebels had de-
stroyed stratcgic food re-
scrves, and accusced the United
Stales of Lrying to starve it by
continuing an cight -month-old
economic embargo, rcports
Reulter.

Trade Minister Mohammied
Mchdi Salch also told a Bagh-
dad ncws conference that
scorcs of government ollicials
had been killed by Shi'ite Mus-
lim and Kurdish rebels against
President Saddam [lussein,

This was the first ofTicial
reference to the Kurdish
rcbellion in the north, where
rcbels claim to control all of
Kurdistan Province except the
city of Musul.

Saddam said last Saturday
that his troops had crushed a
scparate n:bcllhn in the south,
mainly by Shf'ite Muslims, but
there have been subsequent
reports of continued fighting
in scveral towns.

"All belongings of the Min-
istry of Trade, of foodstulls and

other matcerials were de-
stroycd, burned or looted in
the southern governates and in
Kurdistan,” Salch said.

“The acts ol sabotage, loot-
ing and fires is the third chap-
ter in the aims of the Ameri-
can-Zionist aggression against
Iraq,” he said.

"It started with Lhe eco-
nomic blockade, lollowed by
the military aggression and
then the acts ol sabolage.”

The United Nation Securily
Council imposed a trade ban
on lraq shorlly after ils August
2 invasion of Kuwail.

Iraq, suffering chronic food
shortages, is now calling on
the Council to lift the block-
ade,

"The west's pretext for im-
posing the blockade is no
longer valid after Iraq with-
drew from Kuwait,” Salch said.

“Why is the blockade still in
force? The aim is clear. It is Lo
destroy and starve the Iraqi
people because they are oul-
side  American imperialist
hegemony.”

"Could the British or Amer-
ican people acceptl thatl their
children remain without milk
for eight months? This con-
tradicts the simplest human
rights,” he said.

Saleh criticised US and Eu-
ropean media for describing
the rebellion as an uprising by
the people to topple the
regime.

"Their (rebels) aims are
clear. It is to loot and dest
the foodstulls of the people
and de:ﬂ government insti-
tutions hospitals that serve
the people”, he said.

"AH fund stores, including
grain silos were completely
destroyed and thcy can no
longer be used as storage
houses.”

Salch said food losses in-
cluded more than 70,000
tonnes of flour, 61,000 tonnes
of rice, 40,000 tonnes of
sugar, ncarly 4,000 tonnes ol
cooking oil, 3,160 tonnes of
powdered milk for babics, and
272 tonnes of tea.

Tie said only Jordan, among

a handful of Arab countries that
sympathised wilth Baghdad,
had sent adequate food sup-
plies to Iraq during the block-
ade.

Irnn. he added, had sent

two truckloads of food,

uding some powdcred milk

thal: consumption dates had
expired.

AFP [rom Nicosia adds :
Iragi troops crushed an anti-

mment revolt in the cen-
tral town of Khanaqin, Iraqi
radio reported overnight, as
rebels said they had captured a
key oil city further north.

The United Stales warned
Iraq againsl using hclicoplers
to attack insurgents, saying
such operations would be con-
sidered a threat to coalition
forces. The International
Commitice of the Red Cross
rcported dire food shortages
in Iraq and United Natiens
Under-Secretary Gencral Am-
rtti Ahtisaari, who has just
toured the country, spokc of
"dramatic” humanitarian con-
ditions there.
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Saddam lied to me about

WASIIINGTON, Mar 21:
Ambassador April Glaspie said
Wednesday Iraqi President
Saddam lussein led to her in
denying he would Invade
Kuwail, and the US mistake
was thal "we did not rcalisc he
was stupid, enough to go
through with the attack, re-
ports Al

Breaking an cight-month
public silence wil hlunlly
undiplomatic hﬁﬂ' .
Amcrican e Scn-

ate Forcign Ht'l.nlhnl Commit-
lec that she had repeatedly
warncd the Baghdad govern-
mcent Lthat its  grievances
agiinst Kuwailt would have 1o

i be settled peacciully.

And in a mecting with Sad-

dam on July 25, he sounded
concillatory and asked her
personally to deliver to Presi-
dent George Bush the message
that Iraq had no intention of
invading its oil-rich neighbour,
she said. A weck late Iraqi
stormed into Kuwait.

“It was delibcrate deception
on a major scalc,” Glaspie told
a pac hearing of the Senate
Committce. She added that
Saddam had made '‘an extraor-
dinary miscalculation.’

Glaspic has been pummcled
by man analysis and Demo-
cratic politiclans for stale-
ments 1o Saddam that they say
could be seen as giving a go-
ahead to invade Kuwail. In
particular, they have cited an

When the first woman
general stocks freezer

MANILA : Elvegia R. Mendoza
calls hersell a typical
houscwile. She cannot be —
not when she i1s Lhe first

woman general in the
Phﬂirpim.
Asia's [irst woman President,

Corazon Aquino, herscll a
former housewile. recently
pinned one star on Men-
doza's shoulder, capping
more than 32 years of
military service. For the last
ten Mendoza has been chief
Nurse of the Philippines
rrd litaury

The long road up the rigid
hierarchy, Mendoza con-
feases, has been a h&ﬂ
act between career
lamily. She has managed a
home for three children,
despite a job that has taken

htr constantly away from
to | t lar-

nspec
ﬂuu‘hntpil.l.ll-ﬂnn{rr

guent Lraining Lrips abroad
it is simply a question of lime

management, Brig. Gen
Mendoza says matter-of-

from Addy Tan

factly, snapping a salute
when any of her all-fcmale
stalf enlers her office in
Camp Aguinaldo, headquar
ters of Lhe armed forces.

As Chic{l Nurse, she manages
nearly 400 nurses — ncarly
a "battalion” — in 31 mili
tary hospitals throughout
the Philippines.

She admits planning and ad-
ministration are forte.
She advises the armed
forces Chiel of Stafl in for-
mulation policies on mili-
:? nursing. She calls her-

a “structurc” person.

The Deputy Chiefl Nurse, Licut.
Col. Victoria Vidol, thinks
Mcndoza's promotion is a
milesione for women in the
military: "She is trail-blaz-
ing. Everything clse will be
easier.”

Before Mendoza., the highest
rank a woman soldier had
reached was full Colonel.
She s the only woman
among 120 generals. The
office of the Chiefl Nurse has

been agitating since 1086
to have a woman promoled
to star rank.

“I didn't compete with fe-
males,.” Mendoza cempha-
sises, "1 competed with
males because therc's only
one crilteria in the military
~— exemplary serviee and
lcadership.”

She gradualed in nursing from
a central Philippines col-
lege near her home
province of Antique and
joined the armed lorces in
1958,

She recalls: "Since young, |
wanted to serve, | wanted
to save lives. If a patient is
in serious condition, | do
not easily give up. | was
trained in nursing school
never o say 'l can’t do it
but TH try my best.”

It s with satisfaction that she
claims no patient has ever
died during her shift. "l
pray a lot.” she confesscs.

all young recruits who
{: given a hardship

invasion plan : Glaspie

Iraqi transcript in which she is

quoted as saying the United
States had ‘'no opinion on the
Arab-Arab conllicts, like your
border disagreement with
Kuwait.

But Glaspie disputed the
accuracy of the transcripl, say-
ing 1t was sclectively edited,
and commiltee Democrats
secmed to accept that.

Glaspie said the United
Stales have been lulled by
the prevalence of border dis-
putes between Arab countries
without major wars and by the
knowledge that other Gull

slatcs were poised to make

concessions to lraq on the
disputed Ramallah oil ficlds

post, her first such assign-
ment was (wo years in Jolo,
the Muslim stronghoid in
the Sulu Archipelage. That
was long before Jolo was
razed in vicious fghting in
the Muslim seccessionist
war in the early Seventies.
Another two-year stint in
Marawi City, also a Muslim

area in Mindanao, followed

before ' she returned to
Manila to work In the hos-
pitals.

She met and married Her-
minio Mendoza, a lawyer
with the armed forces, now
a Colonel.

He has always becn one rank
lower than his wife because
he joined the military later.
A wife of higher rank pre-
sents no problems in the
home. "He's used o .7
Mendoza laughs. "He
doesn’t inlerfere with my
work, we complement each
other. He is very supportive.

He was proudest when she was

promoted gencral

She is looking forward to a
quieter life soon when she
retires at the age of 56.
That is when she can watch
more television and do
more light reading (a
favourite is The National

Gc:"ntl'.i Also she wants
to talk to her orchids

more. —GEMINI NEWS

BELGRADE; Mar 21 : Yu-
geslav President Borisav Jovie
withdrew his decision to re-
sign, casing the country's
worst crisis since World War
Il, reports Rculer.

His announcement, [ive
days aller he said he would
quit, gave back to the ruling
collective presidency the
power to make decisions and
cleared the way lor urgent
crisis talks among Lthe coun-
try's top leaders today.

Jovic, a Serbian Communist,
acccpted a vole by the Parlia-
ment of his native republic,
Scrbia, lo reject his resigna-
tion.

"It's up to you to decide and
| respect any decision you
make,” Jovie, 63, told thc
Communist-dominated Scrbian
Parliament, which had elected
him to the presidency.

Noriega, who is in a US

per, reports Reuter.

a born-again Christian.

"A tiny new testament sent threugh
two soulhern baptist evangelists 10 lead Manuc] Noriega to profess

The head of the World
Health Organisation, lliroshi
Nakajima, discloscd after a trip
to Iran that he had secn Iragi
refugec children with burns
out of use of napalm by Iraqi
government troops against
rcbels.

Doctors treating the chil-
dren have not yet confirmed
the origin of the wounds, but
insurgent groups have accused
troops loyal to President Sad-
dam llusscin of using napalm,
chemical wecapons, phospho-
rous bombs, Katyusha rockets
and missile to quell the unrest.

Iraqi radio, quoting a scnior
official from the ruling Baath
Party in Baghdad, said
Khanaqgin was now "secure and
safc” after troops secized it in
battics with Shi'ite rcbels.

"Popular forces” and the
"will of the masses”™ crushed
the anti-government {insur-
gents, the report said, adding
that "mobs” had destroyed
properly, looted and burned
food stores and the
general hospital.

Jovic withdraws
resignation

Jovic Lriggered a conslitu-
tional crisis by saying he would
resign last Friday when he
failed to persuade the eight-
mcmber presidency to accept
army plans to impose emer-
gency measures aller months
of tension in the multi-ethpic

country.
Rival republies rgjected
Jovic's request despite several

days of anti-Commujist dem-
anstrations in the& Serbian

capital, Belgrade, clashes
with police which left two
dead and scorgs injured.

Three othier members of

the preside — the highest
constitutio body and com-
manderia-chief of the yrmy —

quit o were removed after his
resignation, stripping it of a
yuorum and its d-cision-mak-
ing powers.

Off the Record

Noriega finds God

MIAMI: Topplcd Panama-nian strongman Manuel Antonio
prison awaiting trial on drug-trafficking
charges, sce-ms to have found God, according to a baplist newspa-

The Florida baptist witness reported in the edition dated March
21 that Moricga, whose trial is scheduled for June 24, has become

the mail opened the door for

faith in Chris,” said the article.

Evangclists Rudy Hemandez and Clift Brannon have visited
Noricga four times at the Metropolitan Correctional Centre, Near
Miami, and a group of baptist pastors has been praying for him,
the church newspaper said.

Brannon and Noricga have corresponded since the former
dictator entcred jail in January 1990 and Noricga has becn
studying the scriptures.

When Noriega surrendered in January 1990 following the US
invasion ol Panama that toppled him from power, sieries abounded
about his interest in voodoo. ljc was said to were red underwear to
ward ofl evil spirits.

His lawyer, Frank Rubino, was not available for comment but
recently Lold that Noricga takcs time from trial preparation
lo read a Spanish-language Bible.

Rubino and ution spokesmen told the paper Noriega's
reported conversion would not affcet Iegal stralegics.

"

Schwarzkopf gets praise
from Soviet counterpart

LENINGRAD (USSR) : Gen. Il. Norman Schwarzkopl, allicd
commandecr in the Gulf War, is receiving praise from an unusual
source, the long-time superpower adversary Lhe Soviet Union,
reports AP,

Marshal Dmitri Yazov, the Sovict defense minister, told reportcrs
in Len Wednesday he admired the American gencral's
batticficld prowess.

*There is a lot we can lcarmn from the organtzation of coordination

of stales with dilferent national hmgu ages and H‘ﬂmrm in exccuting
one goal. | . . .

cantellthat [
a greal skill
had to bc
shown by
Gen. Schw-
arzkopf and
his stall of-
ficers in si-
multancous
conlrol of
US, French,
Syrian and
Egyptian
troops,” Y
zov said.
Yazovw
defended
Soviel-m
ade weapo-
ns that Irag
used in the
war, but

said Sowvict
forces could
borrow
techniques

from the US-led allics . | e listed Uhe use of crulse missilcs, massive
use of aircrafl, radioclectronic suppression ol encmy Lroop com-

mand and control

sysiems and massive use of the navy, strike

aircrall carrier units and missilc defense ships.
The defense chiel claborated on comments about the per-
formance of Sovict-made military hardware he made t0 a Sovict

legislative committec in early

March.

He said the Sovict made Scud missiles Irag used against isracl

and Saudi Arabia —la,

gcly knocked out by US Patriot missiles—

dﬂthchhﬂtlm-ﬂbumm
“The Soviet army ended sue of those kerosence-fueled mis-

siles. ..

Illfnpmhhmlu}mludulm'ﬁlhlm‘ht.hl

Mlm“mmmhrwu{m*ﬂuhﬂm

Scuds,” Yazov. said.



