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Bad Times for Belgrade

For most East European countries, the transi-
tion from Communism to democracy has been
marked by severe ethnic tensions which, for four
decades or more, have been lying underneath the
tightly-controlled authoritarian system. In the

.case of Y where the federal
had always been less harsh than in other coun-
tries of the region, the situation should have been
less diflicult. Unfortunately, the worst possible
scenario has been unfolding for Yugoslavia. The
country is on the brink of a civil war posing the
danger of a break-up of the federation.

Part of the problem lies in the posi-Tito politi-
cal system that has made the rotating presidency
of the federation weak, without giving the re-
publics a real sense of autonomy that could help
the process ol socio-economic development of
each ethnic or re s group. An explosion that
would shalter this uneasy relationship existing
among the republics and various ethnic groups
always seemed only a question of time. What the
unhappy country — and the outside world — did
not know when and how the explosion would
take place.

There is a general consensus among experts

that atleast part of the blame for the latest explo-
sion must be placed at the door of Slobodan Milo-
sevic, the Communist leader of Serbia, the largest

country's six republics. It is also the home
large Albanian minority, the victim ol a
crackdown thal a majority Serbians have report-
edly weilcomed. This gave the opportunity to Mr
Milosevic to n his hold not only over
Serbia butl also on other republics. The situation
provided communists in various republics to
agree to [ree elections which, held last year,
forced communists out of office in all the re-
publics, except Serbia and Montenegro. So, Yu-
goslavia became a split nation.

There is noth unexpected with the retreat
of communism in out of six republics. It is
also unexpected that students in Serbia
should take to the streets to stage demonstra-
tions against the communist regime of Mr Milo-
sevic. There is also nothing surprising that atleast
two republics — Croatia and Slovenia — should
now threaten to secede if Yugoslavia is not trans-
formed into a loose confederation.

The Yogoslav army has now appeared on the
scene, with the warning that it is ready to deal
with any situation that aggravates ethnic tension
and triggers offl a civil war.

A solution does not lie with the army. It lies
with the process that should put an end to the
communist in Serbia and pave the way for
a free and fair multi-party election at the federal
level. Then, there may come about the right cli-
mate for dealing with ethnic dilfferences. The
United States has warned that the inter-
vention from the army on the side of the com-
munhlr?uneofur!ﬁﬂmicwiﬂbrmganend
to all aid from Washington. Stmilar have
been issued by west European couniries.

At the time of its liberation two decades ago,
Bangladesh received substantial material and
moral help from Yugoslavia, especially from tLhe

late Marshal Tito, This [rie between Dhaka
and Belgrade endures. Al this n?mnenl. our hope

is that Yugoslavia will survive the test lacing its
political enlity and, whether it remains a federa-
tion or is transformed into a loose confederation,
continue to play its significant role in interna-
tional affairs, as one state.

Surgery at Home

An Australian oral and maxillogical surgeon left -

Dhaka last week after spending a fortnight treat-
ing patients at Dhaka Dental College. This was not
the first philanthropic visit by a foreign surgeon
to this country. Nor is it likely to be the last. They
provide, Iree of cost, a kind of specialised medi-
cal service desperately needed, but not available
in this country.

Their visits are welcome and greatly appreci-
ated. But they also expose our failures. Dr Filz-
patrick found Dhaka Dental College's oral and
maxillogical unit rather primitive, lacking in
essential equipment. The 20-bed unit also hap-
pens to be the only one of its kind in Bangladesh.

Such a poor state of aflairs would probably have
been tolerable had there been a shortage of ex-
pertise. But thal is really not the case. There are
hundreds of trained and experienced Bangladeshi
medical praclitioners scattered around the globe.
But, as long as opportunities to apply their
knowledge do not exist here, they are likely to
remain overseas. The brain-drain is as much the
product of financial incentives abroad, as lack of
facilities at home.

At the same time people are becoming increas-
ingly aware of specialised treatments available
:slsewhere for various aiflments, alfllictions and ac-
cidents. Consequently, a grow number of peo-
ple, both aflluent and not-so-aflluent, are travel-
ling abroad. Considerable amount of foreign ex-
change is thus spent without having any positive
impact on the national economy.

Institutional development has suflered a great
deal from government inertia and lack ol enthusi-
asm frem the private sector. In the past, when
awareness was low and public propensity to
spend on health matters not directly related to
life and death was correspondingly not high, un-
willingness to invest heavily on specialised facili-
ties may have been justified. But that is no longer
the case. Services provided by surgeons like Dr
Fitzpatrick do not save lives, bul they do make
living a lot more pleasant, with an incalculable
impact on a man's or a woman's sell-conflidence.
As such a large market now exists to promise at-
tractive returns on investment. Private sector ef-
forts, with a little ement from the state,
can go a long way towards arresting and eventu-
ally reversing the brain-drain. The government
could play a positive role by offering tax and other
incentives to people wishing to set up such
services. The outward flow of patients could also
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be reversed by offering cheaper alternatives at I

home.

HE chances are grow-
ing that by the end of
1981 much of Southern
Alrica will be more peaceful
than it has been at any time in
the last 30 years. Wars that arc
estimated to have claimed at
least 1.2 million lives In
and Mozam-bique scem at
to be winding down while in
South Alfrica the could see
the real end 43 years of

apartheid.
s In con-

agreemen

Micts M the former Port
colonies, which date back long
before they became indepen
dent in the wake of the Lisbon
coup d'etat of 1974, will be a
direct result of the end of the
Cold War.

On December 12 an un-

State James Baker
Angolan Foreign
Pedro van Dunem.
it was yet another stage In
joint US-Soviet action to
defuse conflicts which In the
past cach had stoked wup
threugh their surrogates.
Mediating on Angola was the
former colonial power, Por-
tugal. More talks will be held
in the US in mid-January and

met
Minister

Portugal hopes a peace
settlement will be signed by
March.

Crucial to success 18 the de-
cisfon by the Marxist-oriented
Angolan government of Presi-
dent Dos Santos to switch to a
multi-party system. The first
stage will be completed In
April. This satisfies the US and

will UNITA the chance to
pariicipate in government in

Soviet re and the in-
dependence of neighbouring
Namibia has led to the exit of
Cuban troops ahead ol sched-

ule,

The last Cubans will leave
on July 1 and if all goes to plan
and both superpowers stop
supplying their clients—UNITA
and Luanda — clections will be
held under the eyes ol inter-
national obscrvers.

An agrecment signed in
Rome at the beginning of
December could also lead to
peace in Mozambique where
the rebel Renamo movement
(Mozambique National Resis-
tance] has been fighting the
government in Maputo since
long before neighbouring
Zimbabwe became indcpen-
dent in 1980.

Under the t the rebels
are to stop fighting along the
raflway line that links »
locked neighbouring countries
to the sea. Zimbabwean troops
supporting Mazambique also
have to stand oll and an eight-
nation monitoring commission
with representatives from both
sides has been set up.

At the same time, In a pat-
tern somewhat similar to the
one in Angola, the government
of President Joaquim Chissano
has set up a multi-party state
and fIntroduced a market
economy. Renamo will be able
to take part in elections and
its leader Alfonso Dhlakama

Tis uniquc as it would
I bring colour to an other-
wise dreary prison and
olfer a new approach to social
rcform for hardened criminals.

Every Sunday, some 300 of
about 1,200 inmates in a south
Calcutta jail gather at a large
hall to pick up brushes and
paints., Under the tulclage of
two of Calcutta's better known
painters, they participate in
what prison authorities hopc
woluld change them from mur-
derers, rapists and kidnappers
to responsible, and creative,
members of society.

Bikash Bhattacharya and
Paritosh Scn, well-known
painters ol Calculta, have to-
gcther launched the project.
As Bhattacharya explains,
"Such ventures arc noble. And
| am happy to be associated
with them. In a cily where the
artistic temperament is always
lauded, such projects arc suc-
cessful and set an example to
others.”

Officially recognised by the

communist government of

West I, the school of art
is the first of its kind in the
country.

A promising artist is 27-
year-old Arun Naskar, who is
serving a ten-year sentence for
attempted murder and assault.
His painting, entitled "The
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Sir, It is a common
practice that, often people
travel on trains without
paying for theif tlickets.
This is most common in
the case of iInternal or
cross district travelling.

The money collected
through ticket sale goes to
the vernment as a
revenue which in turn is
used for the maintenance
and welfare of the Railway
Department.

So those of us who travel
by trains should always
keep in mind that il we do
not pay the required
amount, it is our Railway

It's Looking Brighter in
Southern Africa at last

_Ifﬂn
Africa
talking

and hard negotiations on Angola, Mozambigque and South Africa bear fruit in 1991 Southern

situation in the entire war-weary region. Both former Portuguese colonies are

to their rebel movements and both are moving towards multi-party government. And in South Africa

it is hoped talks aimed at producing a new constitution and involving all the main political parties will start

SO0,

tial candidate.

Th;- third ﬂtﬂnf this re-
lona Irw: —
Lulh Alrica — holds . but
is much more problematical.
12 months allcr the
release of Nelson Mandela the
rountry enters a in which
the t-mru.jrmn
of and Presidont F.W,
de Klerk will be at an end.

The months of sizing up
cach other must now give way
to the real busincss. Talks
about talks have run their
course and promisc of a real
demelition of apartheid has
now lo be fullilled. African pa-
tience is wearing thin and
Mandela must begin to show
results from his personal rap-
port with de Klerk. Murmurs
of "scllout” are inevitable in
such a situation. Negotiation
usually leads hardliners to ar-
gue that talking is a wastic of
time.

The crunch will come In
February when the South
Alrican fament reassem-
bles. De Klerk prom
lation abolishing
stones of apartheid, the Land
Act and the Group Arcas Act.

Oliver Tambo, at 73, and
Nelson Mandela, at 72, are in
an uncnviable position as lcad-

]

crs of a 78-year-old mow ment.
the Alrican Natonal Congress
(ANC), thalt has not yct pro-
duced the goods. The majority
of its membership is young and
thrusting while its Icaders are
wise and careful and anxious at
the end of their lives 1o reach
al lcast the foothills of power.

The new mood of the
National Party under de Klerk
has up the situation at
last, but real change and abso-
lute proofl that apartheid is on
the w? out is still lacking
What if the military, supported
trol? Or if a law and order
breakdown, fuclled by the ri-
valry between the ANC and
Chiel Buthelezi's Inkatha
Movement, causes de Klerk to
pull back?

The point is being reached
where the talking can no

lo

HH r:::[fﬂ ?ﬂ:rgr?ll?u‘lt:?
The more radical Pan African
Congress (PAC), Inkatha, the
black consclousness movement
AZAPO, the mainly white and
liberal Democratic Party and
the extremist white AWB all
have to be brought together if a
lasting solution is to be found

and a ncw constitution formu-
lated

Southern Africa

——

The ted tricamcral
parliament has 1o give way 10
two multi-party chambers with
a larget set not later than
1995 for onc-person-onc-vote
clections. The ANC wants a
constituent first, but
that looks unlikely 10 happen.

Of immediate urgency is the
ending of the violence between
ANC and Inkatha supporters
thal wracked the townships all

through 1960,
Then there s the thorny

issucs of sancltions. The inter-
national line, insecure at Lhe
best of Umes, I8 buckling be-

fore the end of apartheid has
been secured. The ANC headed
oll mowes to lll sanctions iIn
mild -year, bul in Decembor the
European Comimunity Wied
bans on investment. Talk t»
starting up about rmailsing the
sporting boycett

The ANC, at its first na-
lional conference held iInside
South Alrica for 30 years, re-
jected advice rom Tambo to
review its pro-sanctions policy
Their fear is understandable
Now Lhat the ANC has sus-
pended violence, sanctions are
the only really cflective pres-

Second Gulf War—its Aftermath

HE misadventure of

Saddam Husscin in this

second Gulf war,
initiated by him, has been very
costly indeced. Iraq Hes
prostrate and hed. Her
citics have been ravaged by
thousands of tons of bombs;
her industrial installa-
tions, military hardware. lie in
ruins. Whereas the first Guil
war against lran could be con-
sidered a draw inspite of her
smaller size, in the second
Gull war, she was routed with
her soldicrs running for cover
against the advancing allicd
forces led by the US. During
the seven-month crisis tiny
Iraq faced against superpower
America. She garncred sympa-
thies around the world and
Saddam evoked admiration
among many young hearts. All
that has gone with the wind.
The woes of Saddam and Iraq
are not over yct; for this muly-
cthnic country, the lid may
just have come oll the cauldron

ol discontent.
During the crisis noiscs

have been coming [rom
Washington of a new order in
the Middic East. Since Camp
David agreement 1979 Egypt
has entered firmly In the
Western camp. With Iraq lying
prostrate the task should be
casicr. With an eye on the Gull
oil, the Saudi-led GCC (Gulf Co-
operation Council)] becomes
the nucleus around Egypt.
During the crisis Iraq tried
desperately to draw Israel into
the conllict thercby making it
the traditional Arab-Israell
conflict rather than singly Iraq
[acing the.- US-led coalition.
The gamble failed as the US
held Israel on a tight lcash.
One interesting lallout was
the Iraq-lran rapprochement.
As the economic embargo

by Arshad-uz Zaman

staried o really pinch Saddam
Hussein, in a dramatic move
he cleared the deck entirely
with Iran and all the pending
issues with her were settled
This newly born friendship is
likely 1o last for a while at
icast if Iraq remains within her
present borders and the pre-
scnt leadership survives. Ian
views mm suspicion the
physical of the Western
military might, converting the
Persian Gull into a Western
lake.

By her stunning diplomatic
and military success the US
finds hersell alone in the
centre stage today. Mr Bush
has lost no time to armounce
to the world his formula for
the long standing Palestinian
problem. liis proposal is se
cure borders for Israel and
universal diplomatic recognit-
tion In exchange for recogni-
tion of Palestinian rights. lle
has not spelt out what those
rights arc. Isracl, totally de-
pecndant on the US for her
survival in a sca ol hoslile Arab
stales is opposed lo any
change of the status quo
Virtually all predeccssors ol
Mr. Bush have come up with
various formulas for a scilie
ment of the Arab-isracli dis-
putc only to be rebufllfed by
Israel. On the other hand the
Palestinians find themselves in
a particularly vulnerable posi-
tion today. Over the years
friendship with Isracl has re-
mained sheet anchor of US
policy in the Middle East. The
emergence of the US as the
nrddy credible power in the
Middle East and the derline of
the Sovict power, who brought
such powerful support to the
Palestinian cause, weakens the
hand of the Palestinians. The
Gulfl Arab states have been Lhe

financicrs of Palestine and
aller the Gull war theilr depen-
dence on the US has greatly
increased. All these factors pul
logether make the present sit-
uation (raught with danger for
the Palestinians.

The second Gull war puts
the world on notice that the
USA has totally recovered from
her Vietnam syndrome. We
have scen the massive arrival
of US forces iIncluding land
forces far a from her
shores. The fond hope of
Saddam that the fear of casu-
altics would tie up the hands of
Bush proved totally illusory.
The second Gull war pre-
sented the world with a new
Amcrican weapon — OCNN
ICable News Network), Like an
extralerresirial object it alone
has access to all corners of all
the homes of the world. The
US monopoly in this ficld is
absolute. Such is the power of
the CNN that when Saddam
expelied all foreign media he
kept it and true to its power it
remained the only vehicle for
carrying Saddam as well.

Paul Kennedy in his re-
markable book “"Rise and
Decline of the Great Powcrs®
brilliantly analyses the state of
the two superpowcrs and
spclls out in detail their de-
cline. Inspite of that the truth
is Lthat they alone are on the
global slage because no credi-
ble challenger has appeared on
the horizon as yet. As the first
US soldiers started pulling
out from the sands of Arabia,
Mr. Bush and Mr. Baker have
started crisscrossing Lthe globe
in an cflort to find an accept-
able solution to the Palestinian
problem. Il past {s any guide,
Lthis problem still promises to
bc a much harder nut to crack
than Mr, Saddam Husscin.

Convicts Paint a Better Future

Prakash Chandra writes from Calcutta

"We are not the write-offs that society thinks we are,"
who take up painting in India's first art school for con

lLLast Mccting,” shows a con-
demned man clutching the
iron bars of his cell. It was
bought by a local firm, the
Goenka Group of Industries,
for 12,000 rupees (US$960).

Other leading artists help
out by explaining basic colour
and form to the prisoners, who
arc given [reec art materials.

As a prison official says, "We
hope that access to such cre-
ativity will reform hardened
criminals. It will also raisc
funds for financially-starved
developmenl programmes in
various prisons.”

Prisoncrs uce some 15
oil and water colours each
month which are sold to vari-
ous art gallerics in Calcutta.

Mother Teresa, who had
once visited the jail, was
greatly disturbed by the
squalor and misery in Alipur
jail. She had suggested Lo the
govcrnment to hand over 500

inmates to her llome for the
Mentally Retarded called
Shishu Bhavan. But the gov-
ernment did not accept this
suiestion.

But today Mother Tcresa is
clated. Her two visits, since
the start of the art school, are
still recalled fondly. "She said
she could not come regularly
but every week some nuns
[rom the Missionaries of Char-
ity (MOC) come here and
rcadoul her message. They
even bring food,” says Amil
Basu, a prison official.

A portion of the moncy
raised through sales are ear-
marked for the MOC, which
works among the poor in 80
countries, relying mainly on
donations to run hospitals, or-

phanages, lcprosy homes and
soup kitchens for the desti-
Llules.

Concludes Sister Shanti
from the MOC, "Though

Molther. Tercsa wanted these
prisoners at our ncew home for
the mentally retarded, the of-
fcr was turned down because
the government [cit there was
not cnough scope and it would
be dangerous lo relcase so
many convicts at one Llime.

"But we are extremcly
pleased the way things have
turned out. In this world of
desolation, it is imporiant to
get smiles on the faces of the
prisoncrs.”

Painter Bhattacharya ad-
mits: "llere, the chances of

failure are more than that of
succcss because you simply

cannol motivate in a shorl
limc somecone who has spent
years inside a hell hole. 1 is
more than an experiment. It is
a challenge.” '
Subimal Chalttoraj, a scnior
jail official, points out: "There
has been a marked change in
the behaviour of several con-

ﬂune convict. He is among the many

vicis alter this school was
started. For instancc, drug
rackcicering has dropped in-
side the jail along with inci-
dents of sexual harassment on
Sundays.”

Other jail wardens say that
their task has been madce
easicr. There arc less in
stances of attempts lo bolt
prisaon.

The convicls arc enjoying
this project..They getl a re-
pricve from the rouline mendal
labour. According to Uttam
Sau, a 30-year-old prisoncr
scrving time for double mur-
der, "this school has conveyed
a very important message to
us. We are not the write-ofls
that society thinks we are.”

Echocs Swapan Malty, 24
convicled of murder and rape:
“l would love to paint through
out the week. Nobody has
given us so much care here.”
The only thing that bothers

him Is whether he will be able
lo pursue a carcer of painting
afler his eventual relcase. 7l
doubl ve much,” he mur-
murs., ing: "Notl many will
buy paintings from an ex - con-
vicl..we are seclling only be-
causec we are im in a
place which Is normally associ-
ated with the bad elements of
lifc, not with something as
crcalive as art and cullure.”

But most convicts who were
questioned agreed Lhat Lhe
school has brought about a re-
freshing change in their regl-
mented liestyle. Painters and
wrilers like M.F. Husain and
R.K.Narain from other parts ol

L country have been asked to
ﬂbil ‘ll-h' ]l"il.

An oflicial adds Lhat visiting
authors lalk with the inmates
afler the day's work is over and
‘that the expericnce is obvi-
ously good masaala [spice) for
most of them.” Moni Shankar
Mukherji, a ecicbraled
wriler, who visilted the prison
recently, remembers: "1 loved
it because | have often heard
about visits emincnt
lo prisons the matier ends
there. This s something that
will, hopefully, continue and
make things betler for the
prisoncrs.” — Depthnews Asia
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Department which suflfers,
and lose ability to provide
comforts.

So it is for our own
benefit we should try to
pay our dues and not cheat
as eventually we will be
cheating ourselves, our
nation and people.

Farooq Ahmed
Tejgaon, Dhaka

Suicide

Sir. A recent news item
said that, suicide cases are
increasing at an alarming
rate in the district town of

Dt .
‘ﬂajpur

A survey by a team of ex-
perts may perhaps reveal
the truth behind this. But
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otherwise it Is quile
difficult to understand as lo
why suddenly, people of a
certain place want to end
their lives.

We all want to live as
long as possible on this
beautiful earth of ours. Even
a person who has crossed
his eighties, does not want
that life should come to
an end. Death sounds scary
and dreadful to him also.

Scientifically, suicide
cases are fo studied
care experts. We do
g ey surdbor by
when we hear about people

their own lives.

Life is short, anyway,
::z then end it even

re the real end comes?

This by itsell Is a bigger
tragedy than anything else.

Rabeya Majid
Mohakhali, Dhaka,

‘Iftari' items
Sir, We seem inclined to
go for all fried things avail-
able at the [irst hand to
meel Lhe requirement of
“Iftar’. And it is despite the

fact that we more or less
are aware of the lesser food

value and ter harmful-
ness of s items.

The other day | was
passing a markel
street by vendors

[rying and selling ‘lftarl’
items and their eager buy-
ers, in the aflernoon. There

were some [ruil vendors
loo, but attending a much
lesser crowd. There were,
of course, no milk or sand-
wich vendors |

We always develop a bad
food habit. Our inclination
toward more lasty and less
useful foodstull or ilems is
initiated from our homes. A
child picks up o his/her
habit or deligh! itlems that
he/she finds al hand. If
rice-and-pulse-and-fish is
our habit, [ried pancake is
our delight. When children
mup and remain outside

for longer time Lhe
snack habit is added and
on avallability of

items. And obviously
availability of trash ltems Is

»o much ‘more Lhan good
ones, for Inslance sand-
wich. _

Some shops, may be
lermed as comparalively
posh, tend to sell them. bul
the price Is too high for the

commoners. Why nol such
items have become com-
monplace by now, | don't
undersiand. That does not
cosl very much; then why
should it be so much high-
priced 7?7 And not only
sandwich or like items, we
may also Innovale some
completely
local fast food
eficial to health
keted at a chea price,
can't we ? !

Manik Chowdhury,

Wari, Dhaka. '
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