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Inside today

Elvegia R Mendoza was
recently promoted to
become the first wom-
an general in the
Philippines.
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Weekend
Magazine

'Up the Brahmaputra
with a Pair of Paddles
By P.J. English
Page 9

Article

Convicts paint a
better future

"We are not the write-
offs that society thinks
we are’, says one con-
vict. He is among the
many who take up pai-
nting in India’s first art
school for convicts.
Page 4

Tomorrow

p— . g

|

M SYEDUZZAMAN
ON
Economic
Objectives And

Targets For The
New Government

A former Finance
Minister of Bangladesh
and an internationally-

known expert on eco-
nomic development M.
Syeduzzaman has joi-
ned the ranks of regu-

lar contributors to
. The Daily Star.

The first article of his
two-part series on the
current economic scene
in the country, which
identifies the chal-

- cut off US military

lenges and options for
the new administra-
tion appears in to-

| morrow's issue of

The Daily Star.

THE TWO ARTICLES
ARE INFORMATIVE, RE-
LIABLE AND THOUGHT
PROVOKING, A MUST
READING FOR ALL WHO
ASK FOR CHANGES IN
THE COUNTRY'S
ECONOMIC POLICIES,
FOR ANEW ERA IN
DEVELOPMENT.

It is all in The Daily
Star tomorrow. Do
not miss it.

NEWS BRIEFS

CU teacher
hurt in attack

CHITTAGONG, Mar 21: Dr
Mukhdum-e-Mulk, Associate
Professor, Political Science
Department of Chittagong
University, was attacked and
badly infured early this morn-
ing at his campus residence by
some miscreanis, reports BSS,

UStocut
aid to Jordan

WASHINGTON, March 21 :
The Senate voled yesterday to
and eco-
nomic aid to Jordan because of
the anti-US stance the Middle
Eastern nation topk during the
Gulf War, reports Xinhua.
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Sahabuddin briefs Council of Ministers on economic situation

Acting President Justlice
Shahabuddin Ahmed bricfed
the new Council of Ministers
Thursday night on the
economic situation and the
tasks lying ahead.

In his first meeting with
the new Council of Ministers at
Bangabhaban after IRlar, the
Acting President outlined the
problems (aced different
sectors, and explained the
food situation.

Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
told the Prime Minister,
Ministers and State Ministers
that the new national budget
has to be prepared very
quickly, and al the same time

By Staff Correspondent

preparations would have to be
made to seck foreign aid at the
Bangladesh Aid Consortium
mecting scheduled to be held
in Paris in the first week ol
June.

A cabinet source said that
the Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia formally thanked
the Acting President for hoid-
ing a free and lair election.

Briefly narrating the nine-
year movement, Begum Zia
urged the Acting President to
look after the [amilies of those
who were killed at different
stages ol the movement.

Mecanwhile, the newly-ap-

pointed ministers have startied
attending their offices.

Prime Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia went to Sylhet to
offer fatcha at the mazar of
Hazrat Shah Jalal (RA).

It was not decided 1(ill
Thursday where her office will
be located. a rellable source
said.

On their first day in oflice
the Ministers and State
Ministers held serics of mect-
ings with senior officials to get
acquainted with their activi
tes.

Barrister Abdus Salam
Talukdar who is the Minister
for Local Government, Rural

Quick preparation of
budget emphasised

Development and Cooperatives |

told The Daily Star that he had
a meeting with the senior offi-
cials of all the divisions of the
ministry.

During the meeting he let
the officials know about the
commitmenis made the
BNP to the people a dis-
cussed ways of implementing
them. e is also the Secrectary
General of the BNP.

Rarrister Rafiqul Islam Mia,
State Minister for Labour and
Manpower said he tried to ac-
cusiom himself to the activi-
ties of his ministry by having

mectings with sentor officials.
See }’!Ft 12 Col. 1

Acting President Justice Shahabuddin presiding over the first meeting of the Council of Ministers Thursday, —PID photo
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Task Force reports

Industries in dire straits

About 50 per cent of the
industrial units in the country
arc sick. The credit squecze by
Devclopment Financing
Institutions (DFls) is hurting
genuine industrialists while
loans from the DFls remain
unpaid by many. Resources in
private sector continue to shill

[rom manufacturing to trading, .

smuggling and other activitics.

The 14-member Task Force
on Industirial Policy noted this
in its report to the govern-

- ment.

With S. M. Al-Husseiny,
Chairman, Bangladesh Public
Service Commission as its con-
venor, the Task Force has re-
viewed the industrial activities
in the economy over Lthe past
two decades.

It was one of the 29 Task
Forces, set up in early January
by the government to examine
the socio-economic situation,
prevailing in diflerent sectors,
and to suggest measures lo re-
juvenate the cconomy.

The Task Force on Indus-
trial Policy has reported that
private investments in indus-
tries declined in the eighties.

Investments in trade and
services were twice as high as
in manufacturing in the latter
hall of the eightics. About 50
per cent of private investment
target-in industries remained
unattained in the Third Five
Year Plan period (1985-90),

The overall growth of indus-
trial production was signifi-
canlly lower in the 1980s
(about 2.5 per cent a year
since 1880-81) than in the
19708 (4.3 per cent during
1976-76 through 1979-80),
according to the Task Force.

It reported that shifting of
resources from manufacturing
to trading and other activities
in the eighties has rendered
the hope of a long-term indus-
trialisation an elusive one. The
expecled foreign investment
has also not trickled in.

Star Economic Report

On the export sector, it

noted . that limited success was
achieved through enhance-

menl of nontraditional exports.
But these successes arc less
spectacular when one looks at
the value and content of such

exports.
Overall, exports constituted
a meagre seven per cent of
Gross Domestic Product (GDP)
in the late eighties as inst
six per cent in the late sixties.
See Page 12 Col. 2

Sheikh Hasina
Leader of
Opposition

Shetkh Hasina, Leader of
Bangladesh Awaml League
Parliamentary Party, was on
Thursday officially recognised
as the Leader of the Opposition
in the Jatiya Sangsad, reports
BSS.

According to a notification

See Page 12 Col. 1

APSU rally for
repeal of

black laws
By DU Correspondent

The leaders of All-Party
Students Unity (APSU) in a
rally Thursday demanded
repeal of all black laws and un-
democratic articlcs [rom the
Constitution.

The leaders said students
would continue movement till

their ten-point demand was
realised.

They also demanded im-

mediate arrest of armed
hoodlums who created terror-
ism in the Dhaka University
campus In last few days.

The rally held at the foot of
Aparajeya Bangla monument
was addressed by Nazimuddin
Alam, Shahe Alam, S.M. Kamal
Hossain, Abdus Sattar Khan
and Moshrefa Mishu.

Nazimuddin Alam, Assistant
General Secretary of Dhaka
University Central Students
Union (DUCSU)] demanded
publication of white paper on
misappropriation of public
money and property by the
autocratic regime looted.

Shahe Alam, President of
Awami League-backed Chhatra
League said il armed hoodlums
were not arrested immediatcely
to stop the politics of murder,
the students would remove
them from the campus as was
done with Niru and Avee.

He also demanded cancella-
tion of all amendments in the
Consltitution including I'.he

See Page 12 Col. 8
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An Irnql boy gathern ﬁm-d thrnwn hy passing trmpa in UE-

occupied Iraqi territory

Thursday. Acute food shortage
prevails in the southern region of Iragq.

— AFP photo
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Be cautious while you
drive your car. The man

likely to kill by

rash driving may be you!

Mustafiz sets tone of foreign policy

Closeness with Muslim

states, good relations
with neighbours

Foreign Minister ASM

Mustafizur Rahman on Thurs- °

day pledged o reactivate late
President Ziaur Rahman's for-
cign policy of “close friendshi
with Muslim countries’

"good neighbour relation

with countries in region”,
reports UNB.

“The patiern of our foreign

will be ly iden-

tical with the policy adopted

by Ziaur Rahman to ensure
maximum welfare of the peo-
ple”, the new Foreign Minister
told newsmen.

In his maiden press inter-
view immediately after assum-
ing his office Thurasday morn-
ing,. Mustaliz expressed con-
cern over the omission of the
"Cuarantee Clause® (rom
Bangladesh-India Water Shar-
ing and Agreement. “This will
have to be restored to obtain
our legitimate share®, he said.

Bangladesh, under the
agreement signed in Dhaka in
1977 along with the guarantice
clause, was allowed 10 use 60
per cent of the total Mlows of
the common river Ganges In
lcan period.

Bangladesh, got
cusec of water and India
23,000 cusec under the pro-
vision of the pact with the
clause.

But the clause was dropped
in an t inftialled by
ousted ident Ershad and
late Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi of Indla on October
7.1982 in New Delhi, resulting
in the prevailing water prob-
lems.

The ncwly appointed For-
cign Minister, also a senior
BNP lecader, however, said
“Bangladesh is always in favour
of resolving bilateral issues

See Page 12 Col. |

Khaleda Zia warns

against smuggling

SYLIIET, Mar 21: Prime
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia
today offered Fateha at the
mazar of Hazrat Shah Jalal(RA)
here, reports BSS.

She also prayed secking
divine blessings for the nation
and the Muslim Ummah as
well.

The Prime Minister also
visiled the mazar of Hazrat
Shah Paran (RA) and offered
Fatcha

From the Osmany Airport,
lhe Prime Minister was taken
to the Circuit House in a cer-
emonial motorcade. She was
presented with a guard of
honour there.

Aflter a bricl stay, Begum

| Khaleda Zia and her entourage

went to the mazar of Hazral
Shah Jalal to olfer Fateha. She
and other members also said
their Johr prayer at the mazar

ue.
The Prime Minister and her
entourage members then went
to the mazar of Hazrat Shah
Paran, six miles away from
Sylhet town.
Thousands of people — men

and women, old and young —
stood in line on both the sides
of the road and grected the
Prime Minister with difllerent
slogans. Begum Zia recipro-
cated the sentiment by waving
her hands at the jubilant
Clm.

From the mazar of Shah
Paran, idhe Prime Minister
came back to the Circuit
House.,

Al 4 pm, the Prime Minis-
ter met with the local adminis-
tration at the Circuit House
and discussed with them mat-
ters relating to various prob-
lems in the districis. Begum
Zia asked the district adminis-
tration fIncluding the Police
Administration to gear up the
measures against smuggling
and hoarding so that the gen-
eral mass did not suller, par-
ticularly in this holy month of
Rarmzan.

Begum Zia also asked the
district administration to en-
courage production at all
levels, particularly in agricul-
ture and mills, to reduce de-

See Page 12 Col. 2

AL move to identify
causes of debacle

The Awami League working
committice has em its
central secretariat to identify
the causes of the Party's deba-
cle in the parliamentary
elections and to pinpoint the
weaknesscs in its organisa-
tional activities.

The secretariat has been
given one month to do this and
prcparc a report with neces-
sary rccommendations.,

This decision was taken at
the meeting of the AL Central
Working Committee that
ended Thursday evening.

The adjourned meeting of
the committee began at the
Bangabandhu Bhaban
Wednesday with party chief
Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

Aller a thorough discussion
on the situation prevailing in
the country, the meeting
adopted a political resolution
which is expected to be an-
nounced today (Friday).

A source, who was present
at the meeting told the Daily
Star that during the delibera-
tions, the working committee
members expressed their de-
termination to continue the
struggle to- establish a parlia-
mentary democracy.

Thcy stressed on strength-

ning the party from the grass-
mut- level and urged immedi-
ate s and action from the
leadership in this regard.

By Staff Correspondent

“The report of the Al sec-
retariat will help the party
leadership take decisions to
make the Party strong and dy-
namic”, said the source and
mentioned that the letter of
presidium member Dr. Kamal
Hossain was also discussed al
the meeting.

Dr. Kamal Hossain did not
attend the -url:in.g commit-
tee mectin n on
March 13, tccau:t of r. ill-
ness, but he sent a letter to
the meeting where he clearly
described his views about Lhe
causes of the party’s failure in
the elections and identified
certain organisational weak-
Nesses.

During the discussions on
the letter, the working com-
mittee members felt the ab-
sence of Dr. Kamal and said
that it would be helpful for the
party if he (Kamal) would re-
main present al the meeting
and elaborate on certain points
ol his lelter.

*However, the commillee

to discuss Dr. Kamal
Hossain's letier at the next
meeting in his presence”, said
the source.

Some members al the
meeting expressed Lheir dis-
satisfaction at the publication
of the text of Hossain's
letter in a sections of press.

See Page 12 Col. 3

US re

ISLAMABAD, Ma- 21 : The
United States regards Kashmir
as a disputed territory and
wanis India to take into 'ac-
count the views of Kashmiris
on the future of the Himalayan
sltate US Ambassador to Pak-

istan Robert Oakley said, re-
port Agencies.

“The Uniled States does
not accept India’s contention
that the United Nations resolu-

tions no longer apply, and that

Kashmir is an integral part of
India," Oakley said in a letter

to a Washington-based Kash-
mirl organisation, reproduced

ards Kashmir as disputed territory

Thursday by Pakistani newspa-
rs.

= He was responding to a let-
ter from Kashmir-American
Council Executive Director
Ghulam Nabi Fal, who criti-
cised the Ambassador's earlier
remarks that Washington "no
longer urges a plebiscite on
Kashmir as contained ({n
United Nations resolutions of
1848 and 1949.

*Our policy is that any res-
olution of the problem must
take into consideration the
needs of all affected parties,
including India, Pakistan, Mus-
lim Kashmiris and non-Muslim

Kashmiris," Oakley said.

"We have urged India and
Pakistan many times to resolve
their differences over Kashmir
bilaterally and peacefully in the
spirit of the 1972 Simla
agreement which calls on
them to discuss Kashmir with
a view to resolving their dis-
pute over it,” he said.

“We have also urged the

mment of India to make
every ellort to establish a dia-
logue with Kashmiri leaders to
regencrale a democratic pro-
cess by which Kashmiris can
express their will in free and
fair elections, and to take into

account their views on the fu-
ture of Kashmir.”

Oakley said his country re-
mained “'seriously concerned”
about the excessive use ol
force and alleged human rights
violations in Kashmir.

"We reject the use of indis-
criminate violence by both mil-
itants and security forces, and
we deplore the loss of life in
Kashmir,” he said. "We also
conlinue to urge the Indian
governmenl to permil interna-
tional human rights advocacy
groups to visit India to exam-
ine the human rights situa-
tion', he added.

A U.S. Embassy spokesman
confirmed the existence of the
letter but said Washingion’s
policy was unchanged.

Pakistan wants a plebiscile
in Kashmir — the only Musiim-
majority slate in India — as
explicitly mentioned in the
1948 U. N resclution.

Three persons, including a
woman were killed in Kashmir
valley since last night, while
business activity resumed lo-
day afier a day's strike.

Security personnel, carry
ing oul search n-ptrlunm
were allacked by miliLants In
Shahgund village of Sumbal in

Baramulla district yesterday.
One person was killed in the
encounter, oflicial sources
said. It was not clear whether
the killed person was a mili-
tant or a civillan

In an encounter between
Boarder Security Ferce (BSF)
personnel and mililants, a
woman was killed and another

person was injured al Sogam
undecr Lalpora police station in
Kupwara district yesierday, of-
ficial reports received from

the disirict lown sald.
Meanwhile, shops and busi-
ness establishments opened

today
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4 shot dead
by BSF in

Chhagalnaiya

FENI, Mar 21 Four

Force (BSF) at a frontier village
in Chhagalnatya upazila here
today. officials said repors
UNB.
Another r was alwo
with bullct as the
indtan border guards opened
fire at village south Jashpur at
about 4 pm. BDR offictals said,
Injured Jasimuddin [38)

was rushed 1o hospital in a

| critical condition

The  dead were named
Rahimuliah (38), Sahabuddin
(32). Joynal (24) and another
unidentified person. all from
the same village

Sources said BSF went on
shooting on a group of
Bangladesh nalionals while
they were gquarrelling with
neighbouring villagers of India
over the use of a commen river
waler

BSF men took away Lhe

bodies of Joynal and Lhe
unidentified victim
Later, in a mecting at

about 10 tonight, the OSF as-
sured the BDR officials of re-
tuming the bodies

Two olher bodics were sent
to Feni hospital for post-
mortem.

Mixed reaction
to allocation
of portfolios

By Staff Correspondent

The formation eof the
Council of Ministers and Lhe
allocation of portiolios have
created a mixed reaction
inside Ba sh Nationalist
Party (BNP) and among the
members of the public.

BNP insiders fec! that a
good number of leaders of the
E’a who had been in the

refront of the movement for
nine years have not recetved
due altention.

According to them, some
newcomers in the y have
got prominence at exXpcnsc
of thosc who had been active
in waging movement and
keeping the rty intact
against repcated assault from
the Ershad regime.

it is gathered that even
some cabinet minisiers and

See Page 12 Col. 6

AL won't put
candidates for

women's seats

By Staff Correspondent

Awami League will not put
any candidate in the April 4
elections to 30 reserved scals
for women in the Jallya

Sangsad [(parliament), party

SOUrcCs .
Mecanwhile, BNP which

emerged as the single largest

rlrty in the February 27 par-
jamentary polls, has decided

to contest in all the 30 re-
served seats. The party will se-
lect 30 candidales tomorrow
and the day aller among over
300 women secking nomina-
tions from the party to contesl
the polls. Jamaat-c-Islami
which su BNP to form
governmenl with its 18 MPs-
elect is likely 1o share 1weo
seals with BNP.

Kamal Hossain
off to Canada

Awami League Presidium
member Dr. Kamal Hossain
Thursday left for Calgary,
Canada, to attend a Uniled
Nations Cenire for Transna-

Wife of former
adviser commits

suicide
By Staff Correspondent
Syeda Aklima Khanam, 49
wile of former licalth and
Family Planning Adviser Dr. A
Majed Khan allegedly commit-
led suicide al her Danani resi-
dence Wednesday midnight.
Police said she hanged her-
sell from a celling fan of her
bed room.
Gulshan police rushed o
the residence brought Lhe
down and sent it Dhaka
ical College Hospital for
posl -moriem.
The motive was not known.
A case of unnatural death
has been with Guishan



