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Defence Secretary Fidel
Ramos is poised to seek
the presidency and ai-
des believe Corazon
Aquino will en-
dorse him.
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Feature

Banking and
Finance

Jute is environment-
friendly. The rise in oil
prices may help jute
to regain its compe-
titiveness.
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The time has
arrived to give
women a chance

by Nasrin Sobhan

In a sitaution where
women are considered
equal when sharing bu-
rdens and labour they
should also be eligible
where legal rghts and
privileges are
concerned.
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Metropolitan

The modern street ven-

dor sells goodies, even
plant seeds, sitting on
hired rickshaw using

microphones.

Task Force report said
| Taka 1800 crore would
be needed to alle-

viate poverty.
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US to forgive
Poland’s debt

WASHINGTON, Mar 20:
President George Bush wel-
comecd Polish President Lech
Walesa to America Wednesday
and said the United States will
forgive 70 per cent of Poland's
dcbt to the United States, re-

ports AP.
Attempt on
Punjab Governor

NEW DELHI, Mar 20: The
Governor of India's Punjab
State O.P. Malhotra narrowly
escaped assassination today as
Sikh guerillas stepped up their
campaign for independence,
reporis Reulter.

Iraq claims
hardware

UNITED NATIONS, Mar 20;
Irag on Wednesday claimed a
right to recover the tanks, ve-
hicles, artillery and ammuni-
tion it abandohed in Kuwait
during its disorderly retreat.

69 killed in
Hunan hailstorms

HONG KONG, Mar 20:
Hailstorms killed 69 people
and injured 1,061 people in
central China's Hunan pro-
vince, a semi-official Chinese

news agency reported today,

says AFP

Rerremn Day Last me for Sehri  1Ra
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If you miss your copy of The Daily
Star today, please call Tel: 863035,
246023-4 PABX or Hawkers' Union
Tel: 231947, 244297. For excellence
in journalism please read The Daily
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Begum Khaleda Zia being administered the oath of office of Prime Minister by Acting President Justice Shahabuddin
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Ahmed at Bangabhaban on Wednesday. (Picture of swearing-in of other Cabinet Ministers and State Ministers on back

— Star photo

ty, Jamaat leaders absent from ceremon

BNP chiel Begum Khaleda
Zia was sworn in as Prime
Minister at Bangabhaban by
Acting President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed on Wednes-
day. Eleven cabinet ministers
and 21 ministers of state were
also swomn in.

The simple ceremony, held

at the Darbar Hall of Bangabha-
ban, was attended by Members
tical leaders,
diplomats, high civil and mili-
tary officials. .

Begum Zia is Lhe [irst
woman Primc Minister of
Bangladesh, and the second
woman Prime Minister of -the
modern Muslim world. She is
the eighth Prime Minister of
Bangladesh.

She came into focus follow-
ing thc assassination ol her
husband President Ziaur Rah-
man on May 30, 1981 and
joined politics following the
overthrow of the BNP govern-
ment of President Justice Ab-
dus Saltar in a military coup on
March 24, 1982.

Khaleda sworn in as PM

11 Cabinet Ministers,
21 State Ministers

By Staff Correspondent

*| was not in politics when
power was snatched from BNP
on March 24, 1982, but when

'l joined the peopleion. the

strects 1 promised to organise
resistance against injustice”,
she told newsmen after the
swearing-in.

Begum Zia looked elegant as
she entered the Darbar Hall at
3-07 pm. Then bugles were
played to announce the arrival
of the Acting President in the
hall, a mute witness of many
ups and downs ol history.

Besides the ministers and
the state ministers designate,
BNP members of parliament,
Rashed Khan Menon, MP of
Workers Party and other Five-
Party Alliance leaders
Khalequzzaman Bhuiyan,

Hasanul Huq Inu, A.F.M. Mah-
bubul Huq, Moinuddin Khan
Badal and Kazi Kader of Mus-
m League were present at the
function. .
Members of parliament be-
longing to Awami League and
other components of the 8-
Alllance abstained from
the on. MPs belonging to
Jamaat-e-Islami 'whicguphl:
given total support to in
parliament did not attend the
function. |
Only Mizanur Rahman
Manu, and Awami League MP,
was present. He was possibly
unaware of the party decisjon.
Also present in the audicnce
was Awami League chiefl
Sheikh 1lasina’s husband Dr.

See Page 10 Col 1

Portfolios

The Acting President Jus-
lice Shahabuddin Ahmed on
Wednesday allocated the port-
folios to the newly appointed
Primme Ministcr, cabinet minis-
ters and the state ministcrs,
reports BSS,

The portfolios are as follows :
“Prime - Minister Begum
Khaleda Zia : Establishment,
Information, Energy and Min-
eral Resources, Mirza Golam
Hafiz : Law and Justlice, Dr.
Badruddouza Chowdhury : Ed-
ucation, Maj Gen (Retd) Ma-
jedul Hugq : Agriculture, Irri-
gation, Flood Control and Wa-
ler Resources, ASM Mustalizur
Rahman, Ministry of Foreign
Allairs, Saifur Rahman: Finance
and Planning, Barrister Abdus
Salam Talukdcr: LGRD and Co-
operatives, Col (Retd) Oli
Ahmed: Communication
(Raflway, Roads and Highways),
M Keramat Al Commerce, MK
Sec Pagé 10 Col 5
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Be cautious while you
drive your car. The man
you are likely to Kkill by
rash driving may be you!
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First task is to

rebuild economy,

restore law and
order: Khaleda

By Staff Correspondent

Prime Minister DBegum
Khaleda Zia said on Wed
the first task of her n-
ment would be to rebuilld the
shatiered economy and restore
law and order so that the peo-
ple have two square meals a
day and can live in pcace.

Talking to newsmen imme-
diately aflter taking oath as
Prime Minister at Bangabhaban
she called upon all 1o work
hand in hand for restoration of
democracy.

Restoration of democracy is
not the responsibility of the
government alone, she said
adding: The peoplc have re-

responsibility on others

-also by voting for them.

The Prime Minister said
her government would try to
fulfil the commitments made
to the people during the clec-
tion.

Elaborating she said, the
economy and all institulions
were destroyed during the last

-

nine ler immediate task
would be to salvage the ccon-
omy and rcbuild the institu

Lions.

Replying 1o a quesiion she
said her party was committed
to establish a corruption free
government.

Begum Zia lold anothcr
quecstioner that the peoplc
through their movement re
stored democracy which had
been snatched away in 1982.

She sald she was not di-
rectly connected with politics
in March, 1982. But when |
joined thc people on the
sireets | vowed 1o organise
resistance against iInjustice,
she said.

She said, | was conlflident
that the people of the country
would bufld resistance against
injustice, as they had done in
the past. The people were with
us and with their cooperation
we have achicved today's vic-
tory, she said.

See Page 10 Col 6

e was not a public servant : Defence Counsel

He surely was, says Attorney General

Ershad charged for

amassing wealth

By Staff Correspondent

De President Ershad
was f[ormally charged in the
Spccial Judge Court on
Wednesday lor acquiring
property beyond his known
sources of | :

‘ ﬁ:‘dﬁn}ﬂlﬁ included

non-deposit of gift items to the
government Toshakhana
(Treasury).

On hecaring the charges
against him Ershad pleaded
not guilty as he had done the
previous day (Tuesday) during
the arms casec trial which was
chaired by the same Judge.

Ershad said, "I am not guilty
and | want a fair trial.”

The hearing was adjourned

till April 21.
The Special Judge Court is

housed in the same compound
where the Special Tribunal has
been set up.

Earlier the District and
Sessions Judge Mohammad
llabibullah who is chairing the
Special Judg Court set up to
try Ershad rejected two

titions of the Defence

nscl Shahadal Hossain, who
prayed for ng the case .

Before the formal charges
were made Ershad's Defence
Counsel in his petitions said
that the ex-President was not
a public servant and as such
the case could not be
continued under Prevention of
Corruption Act 1947.

Secondly, he said that the
enquiry commission set up by
the government to investigate
alleged corruption by Ers
had not yet submitled fits
report.

Thirdly, the moncy which

See Page 10 Col 4
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Enraged Attorney General lashing out at the se
deposed President Ershad on Wednesday. The incident delayed the start of

cﬁrit_v,r men, who blocked his way to the Special Judge Court, trying
the trial by about two hours.

—Star photo

. companied by

Securitymen obstruct
Attorney General

By Staff Correspondent

Security forces at the
Special Judge Court premises
on Wednesday obstructed en-
try of Attorney General Aminul
Haque into the premisecs
dclaying the start of Ershad's
trial by about two hours.

The high handedness of the
security officials seemed to
undermine the importance of
the trial for a while as the oc-
currence of such an incident
was almost unthinkable.

On beinyg ‘hsliucied Lhe
Attorncy Gencial, who was ac-
two deputies
and two junior lawyers blasted
the securitymen calling them
inelficient officers.

"You have taken Ershad's
money and that is why you are
obstructing us,” the Attorney
General screamed at the
Assistant Superintendent of
Police (ASP) who had ordered
securitymen to let no trans-
port other than that of the
Judge ‘to enter the Court
premises.

The ASP later said that he

too was under orders.

At one stage in the argu-
ments, the Judge of the
Special Court came out of his
chamber and told the securi-
tymen that the Attorney
General and the Defence
Counsel were part of the Court
and any attempt to stop them
would be treated as a con-
tempt of Court. His words fell
on deal ears.

The securitymen later al-
lowed the Attorney General's
transport to enter the Courl
premises after being ordered
to do so by their higher ups.

Aminul Haque refused to at-
tend the Court and insisted
that the matter be settled
atonce by higher security offi-
cials.

The Attorney General, fari-
ous al the misbehaviour of the
secu who laughed at
him while he was hﬂnﬁ ob-
structed entry said "you,
policemen, you thrive on
bribes and harass people for

See Page 10 Col §

Y'slav army warns feuding republics of stern action

BELGRADE, Mar 20: ‘The
Yugoslav army issued a stern
warning to the country's
fcuding republics on Tuesday
that it will not tolerate inter-

cthnic conflicts or permit civil

war, reports Reuter.
The statement broke the

army's silence sincc tanks

rolled into Belgrade in a brief

show of force last weck follow-
ing bloody clashes between
anti-communist dcmonstrators
and police in which two peo-
ple were killed.

Western diplomats have ex-
pressed concern the army
might try lo impose order
after its proposals were re-
jecled last week for emer-

gency measurcs to counter
months of rising tension in the
country's worst crisis since
World War Two.

The Yugoslav army will un-
der no circumstances permit

* armed infer ethnie conllicts or

civil war in Yugoslavia, the
army statement said.

Tke army stepped forward
aflter the collective presidency,
the bighest state authority and
commander-in-chiefl of the
arrhy, collapsed on Monday
whien a fourth member was re-
called from the eight man body
antd it was stripped to a quo-
ruymn.

' Yugoslavia's six republics
aind two provinces, a patch-

waork ol rival ethnic groups and
religions have edged towards
disinlcgration since the one
all-powerful Communist Party
fcll into disarray last year.

In the first [ree clections
since the communist took
power alter World War Two,
four of Yugoslavia's six re-
publics voted out the commu-
nists all returned strongly na-
tionalist governments exaccr-
bating ethnic tensions.

The army also had a warn-
ing for politiclans leading the
rival republics, violence will
not be tolerated from any quar-
ter in dealing with inter ethnic
inter republic or inter party

disputc it said.

Trying to remain above the
rancorous quarrcl over the
country's future the army said
it had no intention of taking
part in the political fray.

But while the army

reached non-vielence, the

ry communist President ol
Serbia, the largest republic
said he might arm Serbs living
in the neighbouring republic of
Croatia.

If militias in Croatia failed
to disarm, we shall arm the
Scrbs. As we don't want (o
leave defenceless people at the

, of armed bands, Ser-
bian Slobodan Miloscvic
said.

Two bombs exploded in the

predominantly ethnic Serb re-
gion of Croatia Kninska Kra-
jina, on Monday, causing dam-
age but no injuries, aboul
200,000 of Croatia's 600,000
ethnic Serbs live in Krajina.
Milosevi's comments at Bel-
grade University were certain
to intensify the crisis, he said
Croatia was [ree to quit the
country but cannot take the
Serbs in Croatia with iL."
Serbia plunged Yugoslavia
further into crisis on Monday
by striping the ruling collee-
tive presidency which groups
the republics and provineces of
all decision making power.
Increasing the stakes in the
political crisis, Serbia removed

the rcpresentative of its
Kosovo province from the
presidency denying il a quo-
rum for taking decisions.

The country is ungoverned,
onc Western diplomat said.

Political leaders were Lrying
lo organise a crisis, mecting
on Thursday grouping the
members ol the state presi-
dency and the heads of the re-

Fuhhllﬂrﬂﬂm.
Giving tLhe polilicians a

breathing space, the national-
ist leader of Serbia’'s o -
tion Yuk Draskowvic, a
mass demonstration for today
o coincide with a session of
the Serbian o dis-
cuss last weck's prolesis.

e ——

A breach of
pledge given
to nation:

lee of the party al s ad-

journed meeting in Dhaka

Wednesday with party chief
See Page 10 Col 2

Chiefs of three
services greet
Khaleda

The chicls of three services
made a courtesy call on Prime
Minister Degum Khaleda Zia at
her residence Wednesday
cvening, reporis BSS.

Chief of Army Stall L. Gen.
Muhammad Noor Uddin Khan,
Chicl of Air Swall Air Vice
Marshal Mumtaruddin Ahmod
and Chiel of Naval Stall Rear
Admiral Amir Ahmoed Mustala,
staycd with Begum Zia for
some time and iclicitated her
on assuming the office of the
Prime Minister.

Ershad hopes to
run for

presidency

By Staff Correspondent

De President Ershad
still hopes to contest the
presidential election.

“Yes, I'll contest . . . it is my
fundamental right and | have
already announced | will stand
for another term,” he told the
reporters when the Special
Tribunal went into recess on

w ?

Ershad, who a red be-
fore the Tribunal the sec-
ond dﬂ._pleldﬁj his inno-
cence s of possessing
over 1.9 cr which was re-
covered from his house and of
converting gifts worth taka
over 11 lakh to personal use
instead of depositing them to
the “Toshakhana".

Asked about his reaction on
the charges brought against
him the ousted President re-
fused to make any comment.

Replying to another query
he said the Acting Chalrman of
the Jattya Party would decide
about his taking oath as a
member of the t

He also refrained

See Page 10 Col 2

Raushan's
release
ordered

A division bench of the High
Court Division of the Supreme
Court Wednesday ordered re-
lcase of Begum Raushan Er-
shad from detention i she is
not required in detention In
any other case, reporis BSS.

The bench co Jus-
tice Mohammad Abdul Jalil
and Justice Kazi Shaliuddin
delivered the judgement on a
writ petition against her de-
tention under the Special
Power Act, 1974.

The court found the order
of detention illegal, malalfide
and without lawful authority as
the ground of delention was
deemed irrelevant.

Barrister Rafiqul Haque
with Barrister Kazi Shahadat
Hossain and Advecale Shefkh
Hezaul Karim for De-
gum Raushan while Mr

Aminul H.unl. Al Gen-
eral with Mr Syed mh“lrm
llossain, Deputy Mltlm .
eral and Mr. Obaidur .
Assistant Attorncy General ap-
peared for the siate.

Shekhar, Major
greet Khaleda

NEW DELIHI, Mar 20: Indian

mak-

Prime Minister Chandra
Shekhar congratulated
Begum Zia afier she

was sworn in as the first
woman Prime Minister of
Bangladesh. reports AFP.

In a message o Begum Zia,
“r Shckhar said he hoped re-
lations between the two neigh-
bouring counirics would im-
prove under her lcadership.

Mr Shekhar said he was
conlident the two couniries
would be able to work logether
for mutual benefit of thelr

people.
UNB adds: Briuish Prime
Minister John Major has

congratula Begum
m:-u her appoint-
menl as Prime Minister.



