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More rooms in DU

halls ransacked

Clashcs between two groups
of the students in Dhaka Uni-
versity continued for the third

Five more rooms of
Shahidullah lall and Sir Sal-
tmullah Hall belonging to both

the ps were ransacked

and looted Tuesday morning,
sSOUrces

?: campus remained

restive despite efforts of the
Dhaka University authorities
and the leaders of All-Party
Students Unity (APSU) to
defuse the tension.

The activists of both the
student sations hcaded
for the Madhu's Cantecn at
about 11-30 am for a show-
down carrying weapons openly.
Ilowever, clashes were averted
due to the presence of the po-
lice contingent.

Two rooms in Shahidullah
Hall were ransacked at about
10 am, allegedly by the ac-
tivists of Jattyatabadi Chhatra
Dal (JCD). Immediately after
the incident the activists of
Awami backed Chhatra
League ransacked three more
rooms in Salimullah Hall.

Both Jallyatabadi Chhalra

By DU Correspondent

Dal and Bangladesh Chhatra
League brought out proces-
sions in the

campus
Sunday nights incidents ignor-
India’s polls to
erupt in a

‘river of blood’

AGARTALA, Mar 19: India's
May gencral clections could
erupt in a “river ol blood™ and
the political leaders who
forced them should be tried
for murder, Dcputy Prime
Minister Devi Lal said as
Congress (I) Party closed ranks
ahead of polls, report
Agencies.

Lal, a maverick pcasant
leader who is no stranger lo
political controversy, told a
news conference he would not
stand for reelection to the Lok
Sabha, the lower house of Par-
lHament.

Instead, Lal said he would

wagc I pcrsonal campaign
inst party lcaders he

h ~d ibr 1hrusung clections,
nol due until late 1994, on a
country torn by caste and reli-
gious violence.

ing the advice of APSU leaders.
lowever, Lhe leaders ol the
(wo student organisations
asked their workers not to
chant any provoking slogan in
the procession.

Dhaka University Syndicate
in an emergency m:clin*
Tuesday apprchended that
the law enforcing agencics
failed to arrest persons in-
volved in lerrorism In the
campus, the situation might
WOrsen.

The Vice Chancellor met
the vice presidents and gen-
cral secretaries of the hall stu-
dent unions. The overall cam-
pus situation was discussed,
but the meeting (ailed lo take
any decision duc to the ab-
sence of any representatives
from the Zahurul | lagque [lall.

The Vice Chancellor will
meet them again today.

After the meeting with the
lcadcrs ol hall students unions,
the Viee Chanccllor,visited the
aflected halls.

The APSU lcaders held a
meceting Tuesday aflternoon Lo
discuss solutions to the prob-
lems but failed to come to any
decision.

Awami League ﬂaﬁ} and CPB (right) MPs belng ndmmutered oath by Chlef Election Comm:sqmnnr at the Snngmd Bhaban on Tuesday.
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in another .

Barrister Shahadat lossain
also questioned the legality of
the At General, who Is
appearing on behalfl of the
State, ng that he had not
been au by the Presi-
dent as required constitution-

sain said Lthat the Tribunal
could not begin the trial before
the commission submitied iis
report.

Altorney General Aminul
Haque disputed this saying
that the arms case against Er-
shad was a scparale case and
could In no way be attached to
the Commission’'s report.

lle said legal as
garding the beginning of the
trial had been dealt with ear-
r courts and ver-
dict had been that the
Special Tribunal deal with the
arms

case.

The Judge obscrved that
the FIR of arms casc had
been lodged under an “inde-
pendent law and the case was
maintainablc under the law,

Having heard both sides on
the objections raiscd by Er-
shad's lawyer, the Judge re-
cessed the Tribunal for about
an hour.

When I'ﬂrln[ r:lunu-d lhc

Che Baily Btar
Ershad pleads innocence

J\d&dclvtrnd Hl"r}t:qzﬂtm

ing the
appeal of the defence counsel.

"I"hrn the Judge read owut
the against Ershad by
the State accusing him of pos-
scssing fllicgal and unautho-
rised arms.

The Judge then asked Er-
shad whether he had anythi
to say. Ershad stbod up a
said, 1 am fully m"nc:nt. I
want a fair trial”.

The defence counsel Barris-
ter Shahadat llossain then
handed the Judge a leticr from
a lawyer who he said was ready
o defend the accused and
sought two months time.

AL this siage Allorney Cen-
laque raised ob-

The delence cnun-tl then
said that Sirajul Haque had
declined to fend the ac-

|

At this siage the Tribunal
granted the Defence seven
days time and adjourned till

Attorney General Aminul
Haque, Deputy Allornecy Gen-
crals, Amirul Kabtr Chowdhury,
and Hasan Arif appeared on
behall of State while Barrister
Shahadat Hussain, Maflizur
Rahman and Sharil Ahmed ap-
pearcd on behall of the ac
cused.

The Tribunal, at first, had
fixed February 16 for hearing
the case but it could not
proceed duc to the sickness
of the former President.

A pectition for quashing the
trial was prefcrred by Ershad
in a Division Bench of the
High Court Division ol

Supreme Court and a two-
week stay order was obtained.
The Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court vacated the
order on February 26.

Ershad ts facing the charge
of keeping 8 unauthorised
fircarms and some quantity of
ammunition in his official
residence at the cantonment
which were recovered by

ice in presence of one ol

rciatives.

BNP extended
meet Mar 15

An extended meeting of
National Executive Commitiee
of h Nationalist Party
(BNP) will be held at the Insu-
tution of Engineers at 10 am
on March 15.

— Star photo
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heid hostage In Lebanon might be released

According

lo this source, thcnhmmﬁmm
Syria for the reilcase of these hostages, the US

icicvision network reported from London, reports Rewter.

World’s plight ‘sad & depressing’

LONDON, Mar 19: Prince Charles, heir o the
throne, sald today that the plight of the world
depressing and called for action te avert
in a
internatlonal conference on Lhe crwironment the

environmental tragedics.

[irttish
was “sad are'
mare human
major speech lo
Prince

referred 1o climale change, destruction of the rain lorests,
drought in Alfrica and the burning of the Kuwaiti ofl wells,

reporis Reuter.

Communist clout in Slovakia

PRAGUE, Mar 19: Cacchoslovakia's Inicrior Minister sald

in an intervicew published Tuesday that Communists may
manipulating the current crisis in Slovakia, and warmned of

be

political and economic independence from Prague,

even threatening to secode, reports AP

Pak PM's adviser resigns

ISLAMABAD, Mar

19: An Influcntial defence adviser to

Pakistan's Prime Ministcr resigned londy aller newspapers

said an

inquiry commitice found the official partly o blame

for [aulty construction of an airport. A governmeni statement
said Prime Minister Nawaz Sharil had accepled the

resi

reporis Reuler.

gnation of ljial Haider Zaidi, who looked alfler the daily
running of Lthe defence ministry which Sharil also heads,

Accept poll |

verdict: Menon

Rashed Khan Menon,
general secrctary of Bangla-
desh Workers Party and leader
of the S5-party alliance, Tuecsday
called upon all to accept the
verdict of the people in the
elcetions and engaged
themselves unitedly in imple-
menting the commitment of
the three alliances on the basis
of undcrstanding, repnrts BSS,

lHie was inauguraling the
two-day Central Committece
mecting of the party. '

Presided over _
rcau member of the party
Haider Akbar Khan Rano, the
meeting was attendced by the
candidates of the party who
contesled the last clectlions
and sccretarics of dis-
trict commiitees ol the party.

The mecling revicwed the
. performance of left parties in

the last elections.

It also thanked Acling Pres-
ident, Election Commission,

and all other conccrned
for holding Iree and [air clec-
tions. The meeting cxpressed
the hope that this process of
r:lm:uun would mutlnuc in fa-

Walemoﬁ'toUS
visit

WARSAW, Mar 19 : Polish
President Lech Walesa Ieft here

today for a weck-long visit to|

United States wherc he hopes
to drum up political and
[inancial support lor reforms in
Poland, sources close to him
said.

Khulna jail

From Page 1 Col 8

prisoncrs”, he added.
However, former Civil
Aviation and Tourism Minister
Colonel {(Retd.) M. A. Gallar was
safe in his cell, the source said.
There are 885 prisoners
including 43 women in the jail
which has the capacity to ac-
commodate 259 prisoners.
Beside jail wardens a con-
tingent of Khulna Metropolitan
Police was deployed around
the jail, the source added.
Tara Mian, a convict sen-
tenced for 27 years who was
recently transferred f{rom
Dhaka Jail and Rabiul, an un-

Polit Bu- !

der trial prisoner of Khulna
Jail reportedly led the revolt.

Editor :

C/A, Dhaka-1000 and printed
Publications Lid.,

Mirza Golam Hafiz
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years ol autocratic rule. The
re ntatives of the pcople
have formed the government.
The country has seen the
freest and faircst eclections
ever held in this country under
a nl:ulrnl carciaker govern-

Dr Badruddoza Chowdhury

menf. The nation awaills a
stable government for bullding
happy and country.
But the days will not
Le smooth as the cconomy is
in a bad shape and political
parties are sharply divided on
constitutional issues. These are

Abdus Salam Talukdar

Acting President forms 31 member Co

tssucs where national consen-
sus will be neceded.

m Khaleda Zia Tucsday
cal upon all o cooperatc
with her government in dis-
charging successfully its dutics
and responsibilities in future.

Talking to BSS soon aller

Majedul Hugq

the announcement of her ap-
pointment as the Prime Minis-
tcr, she described the forma-
ton of the cabinei as “yet an-
other victory of people” and
sald her would continue
to work for the betterment of
the people.

Mustafizur Rahman

uncil of Ministers

She expresscd her grau-
tude 1o the Almighty Allah and
said BNP would carry forward
the unfinished task of shaheed
President Ziaur Rahman.

The party workers and
lcaders thronged the resi-
denee of Begum Zia with bou-

quets to greet her.

Israel refuses to swap Golan
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for peace with Arabs, adding
an unexpected wvoice to a
mounting domestic dispule
over territorial concessions.

The United States is pursu-
ing an Arab-Isracli settiement
bascd on licrritory for pcace.
Besides the Golan, Israel occu-
pics the West Bank and Gaza
Strip which it captured from
Jordan in the 1967 Mlddh‘:
East war.

Army Chiel of Stall,
LLieutenant Gencral Dan
Shomron, told Isracli military
reporters that thc wvalue of
territory changed when coun-
Lries from war to

"l want to say that a pulltical
armangement, when it exists, is
far more than (just) territory.
It is linked to limiting
weapons, supervision of one
country over (another) country.
it involves many things,” he
said.

“Thus if you are talking
about countrics at war, without
a doubt territory has very great
significance. But when you talk
about other types of arrange-
ments, it is clear that these
include various clements
which diminish the threat and

| offer the possibility, for exam-
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ple, of long-range carly warn-
in

E.'I‘hnt remarks werc bound to
in furiate the right-wing.
Shomron retires from his post
this month after a four-year
term dominated by a
Palestinian uprising against
Israeli occupation of 1.75 mil-
lion Arabs in the West Bank
and Gaza Strip.

Syria protests

Reports from Damascus
adds: Syria condemned
Isracl's right-wing Prime
Minister for ruling out the re-
turn of the occupied Golan
Heights to Syria.

¢ official Syrian daily
Tishreen urged Lhe United
States to press Israel to aban-
don its territorial claims for
the sake of peace.

Syria is énjoying much-im-
proved relations with the
United States after sending
thousands of troops to the US-

led multinational foree which ~

drove Iraq outl ol Kuwait last
month .

AP adds: Prime Minister
Shamir has dismisscd the 10

Seven more die
in Lanka

COLOMBO, Mar 19: Seven
peoplc have died in scparatist
vinlcncc in Sri Lanka's north
and east, military sources said
Tuesday. Two fighters of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Ee-
lam were shot dead in a clash
with sccurity forces on Monday

in castern Batticaloa, they said, |

reporis Reuter.

Palestinians who met
Scerctary of State James Ilakcr
as prospective ncgoliating
because they back the
PLO, an aide said Tuesday.

The stand s a ncw ob-
stacle to Middle East pcace
eflforts. The Arabs who met
Baker in Jerusalcm last week

have long been considered by
Washington as potential nego-
tialors.

Baker met the Palestinians
as an altempt to promole
Isracl's plan for an interim
period of autonomy or limited
self-rule for Palestinians in the
occupiced territories.

MPs invited to oath
taking ceremony
The oath of the office of the

Prime Minister and other Min-
isters and State Ministcrs will

be administercd today (Wed-
ncsday) at 3 pm in Banga-
hhabnn All MPs have becen
requested to attend Lhe oath
taking ccremony, says a PID
handout.

ft} Former Vice-President Moudud Ahmed and (right)
exHome Minister Ma] Gen (retd) Mahmudul Hassan, who
are now detained in the Central Jail and have been elected
MPs being taken to the Sangsad Bhaban on Tuesday.

. — Star photo

Moudud, Hasan
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elect of JP were prepared to
take oath on Tuesday. Bul
when the two JP Mps-elect
expressed their unwillingness
to take oath in the absence of
other JP Mps-clect, the
Parliament Secrectariat had
nothing to do. It was uplo
them when they would take
oath, he said.

Chiefl Election Commissi-
oner Justice M.A. Roufl who
went to the parliament
buillding in the afterncon to
administer oath to them

the views expressed
 Daar geoed s
Hﬂ lice was
- ﬁ entrance of the
pu'lilm:nt building to facili-
tate oath taking by the two JP
MPs-clect.

Situation inside
Ctg Jail calm

CHITTAGONG, Feb 20 : The
situation inside Chittagong Jail
is “quite calm” today. jail
sources said, reports BSS.

Twist of fate
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lawyers including Dr Kamal
Hossain, KM Sobhan and
others. None of the relatives of
Ershad was found in the Tri-
bunal compound.

While hc was sitling in the
dock of the Tribunal, Ershad
looked exhausted but he tried
to kecp a smiling face for a
while.

According lo his security
men Ershad had his hair dyed
a few days back and was [ast-

Just afler his entrance into
the dock, he exchanged pleas-
antrics with a pcrson who was
sitling in the gallery.

Aftcr hearing of the objec
tions raised by his lawyer At-

‘torncy General Aminul Haque

went to ex-President to show
couricsy.

Altorney Genceral said: "l
have no personal malice
against you. But | have been
appointed by Lhe rnment
to run the casc [airly, honestly
and i

E.:ll:::?cpllcd: "1 have ap-
preciated the gesture you have
shown me and say so. Thank

}“lﬂ;.l'ler delivery of the judge-
ment rejecting the petition of

defense lawyer, Ershad looked -

complctely broken down. lle
sat in the armchair keeping
his lcgs and fingers crossed.
Iis nervousncss was clearly
visible.

When he was formally
charged and stood to plead
not guilty, he seemed 1o be
suffering from a nervous
breakdown and his voice was a
bit lower than it was when he
was in power.

As Lthe station wagon was
entering the Court compound
he waved o the press pholog-
raphers who were slanding
oulside the gate and on his
return, he did the same.

One of his security men said
that it was for the [irst time
alter internment 72 days

t he was taken oul of
the residence which was de-
clared a sub-jail in the posh

Emergency
landing of plane
with US troops

CAIRO, Mar 19 : A Bocing
747 Laking about 400 US lroops
back home from the Gull war
made an emergency landing at
Cairo airport loday afler the
erew reporied a lnﬂmh"ll fault
Egypt's national Middle Easi

W said. The troops
m mhnri':zl-l&lymldﬂ

rhuhud the chartcred al
MENA said, reporis Reuler,

H

Sheikh Hasina
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Joint Declaration stands for
cstablishment of a sovereign

parliament’ and an
‘accountable government’
which., she sald, means

restoration of parliamentary
democracy.
No individual political party

in the present fament has
cnough strength to pass an
amendment lo the

Constitution. But i the three
alllances stick to the Joint
Declaration they can easily
make an amcndment for
restoration of parliamentary

She sald those who want to
complicate the situation do not
want dcmocracy. Power is
their only target. Dy breaking
the pledge made in the Joint
Declaration arc betraying
the sacrifices ol those who laid
down their lives in the demo-
cratic movernent, she said |

She sald the spirit of the
Joint Declaration was lo re-
solve differcnces on the basis
of mutual undcrsianding. “Our
stand was thal Lhe Acting
President will hand over
power to a sovercign parlia-
ment. Now unity has become a
forgotten chagter only lo
capture power, said .

She sald the majority party
showed no signs of hringlnf
about a change in the form
government despite the fact

that the parliament has no
power under the presidential
system. ‘1 was in parliament

before and | know how parlia-
ment funclions under such a
sysiem,” she remarked.

She said her party raised
objections to the formation of
the Council of Ministcrs be-
causc Lhe Joinl Declaration of
the three alliances wanted the

Acting [President to remain

n-partisan. |lc was supposed
to head a carctaker govern-
ment for holding elections,
she said.

Asked why the Joint
Declaration did not categori-
cally mention establishment of

iamentary democracy, she
said the terms "sovercign par-
lament’ and ‘accountable gov-
ernment’ used in the declara-
tion were enough to indicale
that it stands for a parliamen-

MMM. h-dﬂ'n[thc

CcPri pﬂl‘il-ll'l'lﬂ'llll'y group, said
there are dillerences over the
interpretations of the term
'sovercign parliament’. Let Lhe
differcnces be resolved in par-
lament, he said.

AL dissidents

Frown Page | Col 6
Narsingdi-5 consliluency.

A former Awamd I..n‘ue MP,
Khasru resigned from the pri-
mary membership of the
on Marchk 14 and ITL:
Jattya Party on Mareh
what he said, 'his political
survival .

The extended m-utlﬂ
which resumed aller an

t of five days ,was ad-

journed till 10 am today
cdnosday
I‘W*Lm millﬂum member Dr

Kamal Ilnu-in did not attend
Tucsday's session. e has re-
mained absent from the previ-
ous scssions duc to sickness.
He had issucd a statement o
the President and other cen-
iral committee members of
the party narraling his
tion on the activities
ing the and suggcstions
for the future coursc of action
of the party. No discussion on
his statement was held In
s mocling,

In the past three sessions of
the exiended mecting the dis
trict level leaders who the
polis blamed the central .
ership for Lheir electioral 8l
liance with the other m
nenis of the B-party lor
defeat.



