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Gorbachev's Next Task

A new Union Trealy redefining the relationship
between Moscow and the 15 republics of the
Soviet Union was put to a referendum on Sunday.
A unique event, and a commendable show of
courage. According to press , Gorbachev's
gamble appears to have paid ofl as none of the re-
publics returmed a 'no’ majority.

But that's only half the story. The issue of inde-
pendence for the three Baltic states — Lithuania,
Latvia and Estonia — remains unresolved, since
they even refused to take part in the ballot. It may
not be feasible to hang on to the Baltics much
longer, especially as the three, unlike other re-
publics in the union, have experienced sovereign
existence between 1918 and 1940. An ominous
signal also emerged from the Russian Federation,
by far the largest of the republics, where voters
appear to have approved a supplementary pro-
posal to turn the chairmanship of the
Federation's parliament into an executive presi-
dency.

Gorbachev now has a rough measure ol his
problems. He is also assured that people ol the
Soviet Union do not wish to see the USSR
disintegrate. The question now is : for how long ?

Gorbachev's policy of economic and political
restructuring is under threat. While mere
utterance of the word 'perestroika’ produces
thunderous applause in the Congress of Deputies,
in reality it has become an abandoned child.
Economic reforms, cornerstone of Gorbachev's
policy for national renewal, have sputtered to a
halt. Instead of a free market, the economy is
going through a free-fall. The consumer market
is in a worse shape than it was even during the
so-called 'stagnation period' of Leonid Brezhnev.
Last year Germany sent emergency {ood supplies
to prevent famine breaking out. The spectacle of
a one-time superpower needing food relief like
an Ethiopia or a Sudan is a sobering thought
indeed. For the Soviet people, who lost 20
million comrades in the war against Germany in
1941-45, the idea of relying on German
assistance for economic survival is laced with
bitter irony.

Failure of perestroika to produce the goods has
put the other pillar of Gorbachevian philosophy,
glasnost, under equal strain. Press criticism of
Gorbachev's h of the economy and the cri-
sis in the Baltics has weakened his authority.
Bureaucratic obstacles on perestroika's path and
moves to curtail have raised f[ears in lib-
eral circles in Moscow that the Gorbachev revolu-
tion may not be irreversible.

The rise of Boris Yeltsin as a parallel source of
power now adds further fuel to the fire. The mo-
tive behind Yeltsin's manoeuvres is not yet clear,
but it is something the Soviet Union could have
done without at this lar moment in time.

On-the whole, the Soviet people have chosen
what is by far the more sensible path. But the dis-
senting votes were mmany, and Gorbachev would
do well to heed that waming in his dealings with
the republics in the future. The Soviet republics
need one another for security as well as prosper-

llgr: but they also need ter freedom to develop
their individual national cultures and preserve

their traditional ways of life. With this referen-
dum he has been given a breathing space, a sec-
ond chance to make perestroika work.

Not So Simple A Problem

In all trains to and from Kishoreganj, there has
been lately a marked rise in ticketless travelling.
S0 says a report emanating f{rom that town
which is evocative of the memories of a horde of
immortals of Bengali culture and literature.

Too bad, undoubtedly. Specially when one
remembers that government has given in to a
World Bank suggestion that trains not earning its
own way through should go, one cannot help
worrying over the danger the ticketless ones are
throwing themselves and others of the area into.

There is no question about the easy ride being
a crime., That settled, let us try to look at the
problem through other angles. To begin with, not
all ticketless rail travellers are non-paying joy-
riders. Most of them are made to pay by railway
personnel many of whom do not take delight in
seeing a passenger with a ticket. Specially in the
areas where railway lives but peripherally — some
of which has been described by Monajatuddin in
graphic detail. It is symbiosis in action on those
timeless and out-of-this-world local trains.

The services offered by most local trains are
hardly salable. Lights and toilets and seats are
missing from the trains as a matter of norm. How
much railway can charge for such service really ?
Not the value of [ull ticket — specially if the train
does not conform dependably to any schedule.

The report, published on Tuesday in The Daily
Star, supplies the third point to ponder. One
cause ol ticketless travelling is the passengers'
inability to buy a ticket — it's beyond their
capacity. They are all working people, using the
train to go to work and to go back from work.
They are contributing, undoubtedly, to national
economy. Labour mobility is a necessary
precondition for economic well-being. Insisting
on a ticket at the current prices will mean a
contribution to' unemployment as well as to
lessening of economic activity.

There are no easy answers to these questions.
The recent emphasis on inter-city and express
trains at the expense of local trains has not
ushered in any prosperity for the railways. It
continues to lose badly. It carries progressively
less passengers and even lesser freight.

The whole question is crooked and warped.
The inter-city craze was one expression of
looking at it in a warticular way. Making
passengers in the interior ticket-minded will

require more than just honest personnel. Who
will take care of those extra things? And how?

Train was once the best affordable transport
for our people. Why shouldn't it become that

? We want the possibilities of that to be
looked into with more seriousness than ever
before. For the sake of our economy, our people
and, not the least, our railway.

Of course, thal was not whal
Bush meant. He meant that
now United Nations would
have “tecth”, that it would stop
tyrants in their tracks and pro-
tect nations [rom invasion. If
that were to happen, then it
would be for the first time in
the world's history. Previous
attempts to set up a kind of
“world peace force” have failed.

The League of Nations could
not prevent Mussolini from
invading Abyssinia. and it was

quite powerless when Hitler
began his invasions in 1936.
The great Congress of Vienna,
discussing post-Napoleon
powcr, failed to create any
pcacckeeping force in 18186,
But there have been some
powerful scmi-global forces led
by one nation which imposed a
‘peace” — Alexander and his
Macedonians, Claudius at the
peak of the sprawling Roman
Empire, the Kings and Queens
of Iberia for whom the Popc
divided the whole world, and
Queen Victoria's Empire last

century which ruled a quarter
of the world's people and half

its trade.

O-ONE knows how many
N they are. Official stati-

stics on Russian blacks,
the children of African fathers
and Soviet mothers, are unav-
ailable. Their numbers may run
into the thousands. Leningrad
alone is believed to have about
1,000 Russian-born blacks.

Last autumn about a dozen
met here to launch an Associa-
tion of Afro-Soviets to promote
their interests. Said organising
committee leader Joseph
Okum, whose father is Ghana-
ian: "We hope our association
will unite all Soviets who have
their roots in Alfrica and the
diaspora.

"Many Afro-Soviets have
never in their lives seen peo-
ple of their like belore. It is a
delight for each of us to feel
that he or she is not alone in
this world.”

The association, yet to be
registered as a charitable so-
cicty, aims to attract world at-
tention “to our perilous exis-
tence before we disappear like
the dinosaurs” as Michael Za-
yailsky, whose father is an
Ethiopian, puts it.

They tried unsuccessfully to
attract the attention of a hu-
man rights conference held
here last autumn by former
Sovict dissidents and human
rights activists and their coun-
terparts from the former so-
cialist bloc countries. The
mainstream press decisively
shunned them.

Okum says the association's
immediate objective is to raise
funds to set up an orphanage
in Leningrad for Alro-Soviet
children. He and his 12-mem-
ber "initiative committee” plan
a national hunt for abandoned
children of African descent in

| orphanages and baby homes.

These have now all gone
into historical mists, leavt
behind only colourful relics
colonial times in Asia from Lhe
Moguls and Parsees to the
American English of the Fil-
ipine wvoice to the church
spires of India te the Por-
tuguese forts of Malacca and
Macan.

But which is the world's
lcading force now? There lsn't
onc, in fact.

The US has no "empire”,
any more than the UK has.
"Colonies™ has become a dirty
word (even in o onec
of the last of them). The US is
nol the financial power it used
to be, because it is deeply In
debt.

The great financial powers
are Japan, West Germany and
Talwan, but these countries
scem o want to avoid global
political power. And in any
case il they were to take up
the role, there would be loud
protest from many nations.

Thus we must ask tLhe
ucstion : what is the outlook

r international coopcration,
instead of competition?

With the failure of the global
trade talks in Geneva, and the
news of violence and war in
Iran, lIraq, Israel, Central
America, East Africa, North
Africa, the Punjab, Alghanistan,
Kashmir and Sri Lanka, are
these all harbingers ol a re-
newed bloodihirsty era, and
one of beggar-my-neighbour
policies?

The world does not lack for
institutions and meeting-
places for the solving of prob-

lems and the patching-up of
quarrels. Since 1945, dozens
of them been

ganisation and
Health tion].

The Uniled Nations has
crealed a vast su tructure

fcs, devotled
ulture, culture
and education, pulation,
women's aflairs, tﬁ: environ-
ment, development funding,
disarmament, etc., etc. But
these are not a “force;” they
cannot impose their decisions,
however wise and peaceful,

Manila, the Asian Development
Bank. These two institutions
have continued to lend out bil

Mons of dollar equivalents over
the yecars, with almost no bad
debtors. They lend for up to 50

Which is the world’s leading force now?
There isn't one in fact.

and any nation can withhoid
operation of any decision as
“interfering in its internal af-

years, and much of the money
is at very low or no interest.
Those two are not the only

fairs.” The UN also has four $sources, though. Countries run

regional Commissions (the
Asian one is in Bangkok), with
many roles and committees.
But these, too, are powcrless
to imposc; they can only per-
suade.

Formed soon aflter the
United Nations are two inter-
nalional institutions of some
strength, but only in their re-
stricted fields. The Interna-
tional Monetary Fund was de-
signed to bring order to the
currencies of Lhe world, but
unfortunately it could not sur-
vive a gold crisis in 1971, and

their own funds (chicfly 10 en-
surc that their own nationals
do the supplying, (rankly).
There is a Colombo Club: there
is "IGGIL," the inter-govern-
mental group of alding-nations
to Indonesia; there is a "Paris
Club” of deblors for scveral na-
tlions. There are Common-
wedlth and Inter-American and
French ex-colony bodics look-
ing allcr aid to special arcas.

Then there are the political
bodics, which alse alm some-
times to provide cconomic col-
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called the “Bandung na

“(this has now broadened inlo

several bodies summed up un-
der the phrase the “non-

Agreement on Tarills and
Trade, which has had almost a
worldwide membership at one
time and another. This agree-
ment. which has only a tiny
permancnt stalf and no fixed

riers to International trade,
and has been moderately suc-
cessful

But its latest attempt at a
ncw nt, which in-
cluded services industries for
the first time and became a
bat nd over agricultural
subsidies. has crumpled. It
may be revived, but hopes of a
sound pact are dim.

To sum up : never in the

Africans Want Orphanage for
Abandoned Black Russians

Ru:ai_nn blalclu—umally the children of African student fathers and Soviet mothers—have formed an
association in Leningrad to attract world attention to their plight "before we disappear like the dinosaurs.”
They want first to conduct a national hunt for abandoned children of African descent and to set up an or-
phanage for them. The plight of these blacks in the Soviet Union is often serious. Discrimination is common.
They become outcasts at school and in the army are made scapegoats at the least pretext.
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"They will count and note
them down,” starting with
Leningrad orphanages since
"we have no funds now to
travel the length and breadth
of the country.” .

To raise funds, the associa-
tion intends to open an Alrican
cafe which will also serve as a
cultural centre.

Okum pleads: "I hope we
can count on the goodwill of
African officials, Afro-American
organisations and charitable
organisations everywhecre to
come to our rescue.”

The sceds of the problems
of these youths, the oldest of
whom are now 25, were sown
in the early sixties. The Soviet
Union, then projecting itsell as
the leader of the world-wide
anti-colonialist liberation
movements, f(nvited large
numbers of "African youths
dreaming about socialism” to
take up university and college
studies in the USSR.

That was soon alter Joseph
Stalin's death and Soviet soci-
ety was still closed bchind the

iron curtain.

Vliadimir Vydrin, an African
studies lecturer at Leningrad
University, recalls: "The initial
reaction of Soviet people to
what was termed the black
wave was that of benevolent
amazement."”

The African student popula-
tion was and still is predomi-
nantly male. For many Sovict
women marrying a foreigner
provided the only chance to
get outside thz Iron Curtain
and glimpse the luxuriant life
abroad. "A spate of marriages,
mostly of convenience, fol-
lowed."

On graduation, the young fa-
thers, especially those [rom
poor homes, faced the
dilemma of going home with
their [amilies or leaving the
children behind.

Soviet officials did not en-
courage foreign students to
stay on alter completing their
studies. Under Soviet law for-
cigners cannot take up dual
citizenship. New dralfl legisla-
tion may allow foreigners to do
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so alter living in the country
for a specified number of years.

At present students are
scared away by the militia and
KGB soon alter completing
their studics. Concessions are
nolt given even to thgse who
have Sovict wives. Until pere-
stroika, even students who had
fallen out with their home gov-
emments were sent home on
completion of their studies,
often to face persecution.

This Is why so many were
compelled to leave their fami-
lies behind. Many intended to
rcturn but economic con-
straints at home meant few
ever did so.

Soviet authorities have
never encouraged marriage
between Soviet women and
Africans. Recent press cam-
paigns openly discourage So-
viet women from marrying
men from Third World coun-
trics.

Reports on "horrible suffer-
ings” of Soviet wives in
Ethiopia and Cuba have been
carricd in Pravda and lzvestia,

address.

Asian Cup TT

Sir, Ping Pong, officially
known as Table Tennis, has
maintained its grace with
ever increasing popularity
both in the living room and
out at the park.

Miniature tennis on the
table, (Table Tennis !) repr-
esents an ideal combi-
nalion of stamina, agility,
and physical flexibility and
allures everyone of any age.
Like most of the sports, TT
has always been a very good
means of socialisation ev-
erywhere. TT played the
pivotal role in resuming
US-China relations two de-
cades ago swilching enmity
into amity that returned
China back to the UN and
thus revolutionised inter-
national relations — famous
as Ping Pong Diplomacy.

Once again, the Chinese
paddlers displayed superi-
ority smashing their neig-
hbours out. despitle ab-
sence of world level pef-
formance, al the 8th Asian
Cup Table Tennis Tourna-
m=nt in Dhaka recently. On
the host side, the compe-
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tition was an honour for:

standard-deficient Bangla-
desh being the venue, as
was an education afresh,
from placings to manners,
which will enlarge her
vision for the upcoming
World Championships in

Japan.
M. Rahman -

Zila School Road
Mymensingh 2200.

Form of Govt

Sir, | would like to re-
produce the ope few
lines | wrote in an article
titled "Tribute to Zia": "In
learming to play piano, all
ten fingers are in motion, it
won't do to move a few fin-
gers only, and not the
others said Chairman Mao
Tse-Tung. Our beloved
leader late President Ziaur
Rahman knew the meaning
of this. He had all his fin-
gers on the pulse of his
country, and struck
the right keys. He moved
his fingers on all the sec-
tors of development in
Bangladesh and worked
hard to bring about socio-

economic changes for the
rapid development of his
country.”

Now that Shahid Zia's
party, the Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP), is
again forming the govern-
ment and BNP's Chairper-
son Begum Khaleda Zia has
already assured the nation
that the government will
complete the unfinished
tasks of Late Zia and lollow
his ideals to improve the
lot of the common people,
we sincerely hope that the
BNP Chief, and every mem-
ber of her govt., like Shahid
Zia, will put their fingers in
every segment of the
country's politico-economic
sel-ups.

Meanwhile, we earnestly
hope that only honest and
dedicated persons will be
appointed in the key-posi-
tions of the government.
We want that the ‘practice’
of both higher and lower
levels corruption be ban-
ished from the soil of
Bangladesh for ever. It is
also expected that the new
government will adopt ev-
ery measure keeping iIn
view the general welfare of
the common people. They
will also work hard to con-
tain the politics of hate and
non-cooperation by apply-
ing democratic principles.

Perhaps, t is
the right place to decide
on the future form of gov-

ernment in Bangladesh. |
personally feel that the
parliamentary form will do
well in the present context
of our country. The leader
of the majority in parlia-
ment will be the Prime
Minister who will head the
government while the par-
llament will appoint a
President as the head of
the state. In this regard |
feel that the Acting Presi-
dent Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed may be requested
to continue as the Presi-
dent of Bangladesh. The
Acting President has al-
ready proved his efliciency
and credibility as the coun-
try's Head. If Justice Sha-
habuddin accepts such re-
quest, it will also save the
nation an immediate ex-
pense of hard earned

for holding a presi-
dential election.

M.Zahidul Haque,
Assistant Professor,
Bangladesh Agricultural
College,

Dhaka-1207.

- Royalty and politics

Sir. Recent comments
made by Princess Diana
about Prime Minister John
Major has stirred in quite a
few criticisms from various
quarters. First and fore-
most is that the Royal Fam-
ily. by convention, is not
supposed to comment

about politics. They are to |

among others. Some said So-
vict women were sold into
slavery or forced into prostitu-
tion to survive.

The emergence of yet an-
other racial group is a bother
to Soviet oflicials, who are
hard -pressed already with the
inter-cthnic violence in the
Southern republics and an
surge in other intcr-racial and
inter-ethnic problems.

The Soviet Union's official
anti-racist stand at interna-
lional forums does not extend
to the domestic front. Racial
abuse and discrimination is a
daily occurrence. Although a
recent constitutional provision
makes racial abuse punishable
by law, it secms doubtful the
courts will prosecute oflfend-
ers.

Alro-Soviet children have
had to put up with much ractal
intolerance, bigotry and
hypocrisy. Neighbours and
somectimes relatives scofl their
mothers for “shamelessness
and debauchery.” The children
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stay oul ol polilics abso-
lutely. This means they are
not to even slightly talk or
make public their personal
opinions about any political
topic or personality.

However, it seems that
modern day Royal Family
members are dilferent [r-
om their predecessors.
They do not want to be si-
lent speclators to the polit-
ical events of their time.
Therelore, time and again
they are seen to be making
this or that comment on
political personalities.

Perhaps. in future the
convention which prohibit-
ing the Royally [rom get-
ting involved in politics has
to be amended.

We have to walil and see,
what happens in time with
the modern day tendency.
Hadi Talukder
Banani, Dhaka.

Environmental
pollution

Sir. These days when we
all are so aware of the haz-
ards of pollution, we
should, at all costs, avoid
doing anything which will
pollute our atmosphere
ronment.

However, we slill see
that despite grave wamings
from experts we do nol
lake them seriously.

A news Illem recenlly
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Thus far, very few nations
iif indeed Lhere are any) are
willing to hand their powers
over W an international body.
especially in defence and for-
cign allairs.

So all one can do is to wish
President Bush's idea well, 10
sce what peopic have in mind
for this "new world order,” and
hope that t means peaceful
movement, peaccful trade and
peaceful communications
round the globe.

— Depthnews Asia

become oulcasts in public
schools.

Eightecn-year old Marina,

whose father came from Chad,
says: "My only protector is my-
scil. My tool is to pretend |
don’'t sce, don't hear and don 't
care.”
More difficult are the lives
of black Russian boys drafled
inte the Red Army, where
cthnic discrimination s ex-
tremely severe.

Michael Zayaitsky, who re-
lated harrowing experiences
from his two-year call-up ser-
vice, said: "Often there is, only
one black in a whole detach-
ment and 1t is tempting to
make a scapegoat of him at the
lcast pretext.”

Gorbachev's perestroika
politics, although it has al-
lowed for ethnic sell-expres-
sion and asscrtion, has brought
no improvements in the living
conditions of Alro-Soviets. Like
many of the lower Soviet
strata, Lhey live in horrible
conditions below the poverty
line. The transition to market
cconomics and the collapse of
the state-managed economy
has meant a further deteriora-
tion.

Now nationalist tensions
and the rise of Russian [ascism
could pose scrious dangers for
Soviet blacks.

. Lecturer Vydrin says:
“Although for now Lhe fascists
organisations are more con-
centrated in a struggle against
‘zionists and masons’ it is
feared that with time they may
remember others who spo!l

the purity of the Russian na-
tion.” — GEMINI NEWS
CHARLES QUIST ADADE is

saild that dumping of poly-
thene bags in drains is re-
sulting in health hazards
for the local community in
Barguna. cause the
drains to be blocked and
thus stop flow of rain
waler. It ﬂm-n lo us
waler logging can have so
many Ill-effects.

| hope the citizens of our
country should consider
this as a threat to health
and try their best not to
create such a situation.

Dolly Mojumdar, Tangail. .

Aspirin and heart
attack

Sir., A news |llem, re-
cently published, says Lhat
low of Aspirin, helps
preveni heart attack. This
has been proved to be cor-
rect, both in the cases of
men as well as women.

Doclors have discovered
that such a dose helps re-
duce heart allacks 30
per cenl. Well, anything
even low doses of medicine
intake, is good enough, If it
really can save us from
heart atlacks.

We would look
oanch Dnitgh oo mig

h as
help l‘unhtru' from
discases.
Taher Ahmed

Bijoynagar, Dhaka.



