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DU hall rooms
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Joasimuddin Hall, Zia Hall and
Hall remained In the
hand of JCD weorkers while
Zahurul Haq Hall and
Salimullah Hall were being
held by BCL activists.

Of the injured students,
three were identified as JCD
workers of S M Hall and one
OCL worker of Suryasen llall
They all were beaten up. No

Women rush for
BNP tickets

By Staff Correspondent

Hectic lobbying by some
300 women secking the BNP
tieket for 30 seats reserved for

women Iin parliament Iis
putting BNP leaders in trou-
ble.

Senior leaders of the BNP
said that these womcn WwWerc
visiting there residences

regularly with the hope of
being nominated by the party.

The leaders said that they
have become tired of thesc
regular visitors.

The lobbying is intensive
because anyone getting a BNP
ticket is almost sure to gel
elected. The BNP now com-
mands an absolute majority of
thc Mcmbers who will form
the clectoral college for clec-
tion of the women members
on April 4.

The BNP will intervicew
women sceking nomination
from the party on March 23
and 24.

The date for submitting
nominations is March 30, and
_~2 last Day for withdrawal of
meminations is April 2.

Interview timing
for BNP women
candidates

The interview of the BNP's
women candidates for their
nominations in the parliamen-
tary seats rescrved for them
will be held in the party's
Dhanmondi Election o on
March 23 and 24, a party
press relcase said here
Monday, reports BSS.

The interview of the candi-
dates of Rajshahi and Khuina
divisions will take place from 9
am to 1 pm and from 2 pm to
4 pm respectively on March
23 while thal of Chittagong
and Dhaka divisions will take
place from 9 am to 1 pm and 2
pm to 4 pm respectively on
March 24.

The address of the venue
for interview is Housc No-5,
Road- 10, Dhanmondi Reside-
ntial Arca.

Soviet citizens
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where sentiment is-strong for
radical reform and for reduc-
ing the power of the central

The day afler the referen-
dum, the first ever in Soviet or
even Russian history, i1 re-
mained unclear what political
capital Gorbachev might try to
make of his t victory.

The Soviet President had

lobbied heavily for approval~

and predicted victory on the
question of whether citizens
wanted to stay together in a
revamped federation.

With all 15 republics having
endorsed some sort of inde-

nce, Gorbachev wanted
to appeal dircctly to the peo-
ple to resiore a national unity
shattered by sometimes violent
ethnic, legal and political dis-
putes.

Sunday's election - was
marred by scattered violence
and charges of { ties.
In some districts of the
Ukraine and Russia, oflicials
lured voters to the polls by
sclling such scarce goods as
beer, citrus fruit and sweets.

Democratic reformers Lried
to turn the referendum into a
vote of no-confidence for Gor-
bachev and his fellow Com-
munists, saying they feared a
vote backing the union would
be used to suppress separalists
with violence.

The Soviet leader has said
republics voting "No™ in the
referendum may pursue seces-
sion under Soviet law. How-
ever, the law requires a
lengthy waiting period and
says any secession must be ap-
proved by the national parlia-
ment. Independence seckers
say it would be near impossible
to achicve their goals by that
route.

UnofTicial tallies showed the
Ukraine, the nation’'s agricul-
tural and industrial heartland
with 52 milllon pcople, ap-
proved the rclerendum by a
small margin.

But a spokesman for the
election commission in the
Ukrainian capital of Kicv said
52.8 per cent ol Kiev volers
cast ballots against the union.

The spokesman, Valentin
Danilyuk, said 78.2 percent of
Kicv voters approved & second
ballot question, added by the
republics legislature, favouring
Ukrainian sovercignty.

bullct injurics were reported.

Of the rooms, 30
belong o JCD workers whilc
20 w0 DCL activists. Five rooms
of JCD and two ol BCL were set
on fire.

Contingents ol police werc
posted at diffcrent places of

the campus since the small |
hours of Monday. Residents ol |

the halls, where gunshots werc

fired on Sunday night said, the |

BCL workers suddenly at-
tacked the Mohsin Hall, a
stronghold of JCD, afier a BCL
worker quarrclled with his
JCD counterpart at TSC.
Armed BCL activisis staried
firing at Mohsin Hall from its
main gate opposite Zahurul
Haq Hall, the BCL stronghoid.
Lalter the BCL activists took
ition at Lthe IER building
sidc Mohsin Hall and con-
Unued firing till police arrived.
During the five-hour gun bat-
tie, both the groups (JCD from
Mohsin Hall and, BCL from
IERR) fired about 500 rounds.
Using automatic wecapons
clashes in and around Mohsin
Hall later spread adjoining
halls. Electric bulbs werc bro-
ken during the incidents.

Vice-Chancellor of the uni-
versity Prol Moniruzzaman
Miah held two meclings one
with the hall provosts and Lhe
other with the leaders of the
All-Party Students Unily
(APSU) to discuss the campus
situation.

The meetings termed the
acts of violence as ‘'mysterious’
in present circumstances.,

The Vice-Chanccllor asked
the provosts as well as the
APSU leaders to find out ways
to free the campus [rom arms.
He also asked provosts to take
steps to ensure rcturn ol stu-
dents who left their halls.

" The Vice Presidents and
General Seccretaries of ten
halls of the¢ Dhaka University
accused Lthe activists Awami
League- Backed Chhatra League
for creating terrorism in the
campus on Sunday night. They
said when the students of dil-
ferent halls were preparing to
bring oul processions in sup-
port of the programme of All
Party Student Unity (APSU)
demanding trial of Ershad,
such incident of gunshots
indicated a sign of fresh con-
spiracy.

Jatfyatabadi Chhatra Dal
KCD) on Monday urged the au-
thorily to arrest armed hood-
lums and compensale the stu-
dents who had been injured

it said an tdentified quarter
was now active to mar the
transition to . This
quarter was the accomplice of
ousted President Ershad and
assisted him in 1986 clcctions.
The violence on Sunday night
was an attempt to restage the
"Mufjib-Yahya-Bhutto' drama of
‘7O the armed hooligans of
some leaders, it said.

One run over
by truck
By Staff Correspondent
One Humayun Kabir (22)
died while a speeding truck
ran over him on Monday
evening al Sonargaon crossing
in the city, police said.

Police seized the truck
(Dhaka-ja-ta-1411) but the

driver managed to escape.
The dead body was sent to
the Dhaka Mecdical College
Hospital for autopsy.
A case has been registered
with Tcjgaon Thana.

All-party govt
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ing an all-party government”,

he told a questioner adding

*such a situation does not ex-
ist”.

He said, with the oath-tak-
ing ceremony over and BNP
having the support of an abso-
lute majority in Parliament,
the formation of a council of
ministers with BNP nominees
is the only logical option.

He said leaders of his party
did not attend Monday's Iftar
party hosted by Acting Presi-
dent Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed, because they did not
have prior information about it.
BNP chiel Begum Zia had her
own programmes in the
evening, he said.

Askced whether Iftar party
would be helpful in ironing out
différences between his party
and Awami on the form
of government thec BNP Secrc-
tary General said: "Should the
decision be taken in parlia-
ment or elsewhere?®

Shahabuddin
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Awami Lcague. The same
drama is being enacted now by
some political kaders, said
BNP Sccretary Gencral Abdus
Salam Talukdar.

He said the Acting Presi-
dent shall have to transfler
power to BNP and Awami
Leaguc's opposition will only
undermine the image of that

party.
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Awami League chief Sheikh Hasina along with the Eight-party leaders at a meeting with Acting President Shahabuddin

Ahmed Monday
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amine Ershad. The DBoard
found the ex-President medi-
cally fit to appear before the
Tribunal which had sel the
next date to start the trial on

Fecbruary 18.

in the mecanlime Ershad's
Defence Counscls filed a Writ
petition in the Appcllate
Division of the Supremec Courl
against the judgement of a
High Court Division Bench, in
which the stay order on
Ershad's trial beforec the
Tribunal had been vacated.

The Appellate Division of
the Supreme Court again de-
ferrcd the case for 15 days.

Laler this order was also va-
cated and now tLhere is no bar
on Ershad's trial by the Spccial
Tribunal.

Another case against the
deposcd President related to
the recovery of a huge amount
of moncy (TK. 1.92 crore) will
begin tomorrow (Wednesday)
at the Special Judge Court and
will be chaired by Lhe same
Judge.

Attorncy General Aminul
Haque, Deputy Attorney
Generals Amirul Islam Chow-
dhury and lHasan Aril will
appear before the Tribunal on
bechall of state while Barrister
Shahadatl Hossain and Molizur
Rahman Majumdar will appear
on behall of the defendant.

— PID photo
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the legitimacy of the Ershad
regime and had been in
movement since then. Its
leaders had pledged to take
part in a free and fair clection
under a ncutral carctaker gov-
ernment following the over-
throw of Ershad.

The party, therclore, had
no representation in the Third
Parliament elected on May 7,
19086, and the Fourth Parlia-
ment clected on March 3,
1988.

Mirza Golam llafiz, ker
ol the Second Parliament who
claimed that he legally contin-
ucs to be the Speaker beeause
‘the Second and the Third
Parliaments were not legiti-
mate’, looked weary with a
long gray beard.

He is a contender for Lhe
post of Speaker of the filth
parliament, reliable sources
said.

The oath-taking began with
a recitation of verses from the
holy Quran.

Chief Election Commis-
sioner Justice M.A. Roul, who
was designated by Speaker
Shamsul Huda Chowdhury to
conduct the oath and the 134
BNP MPs-elect were on their
feet during the swearing in.

Camcras ol press photogra-
phers kept on flashing.

M. A. Mannan, the 135th

5?-::!4::{ of BNP recached
late. Ile may be sworn in
today (Tuesday).

Ershad and his associates

~ Chittagong

BNP MPs

Parliament Secretary Abdul
Awal then requested the
Mcmbers to sign the oath and
sign the book containing the
list of MPs.

The book s kept in the
room of the Parllament Secre-
tary as a tradition of parlia
menl,

Begum Zia and other BNP
MPs then went to the Scerc
tary's room in a qucuc lo have
photographs for their identity
cards taken.

Begum Zia told wailing
journalists she had nothing
much to say. She however told
a questioner she was hopelul
about the formation ol a eoun-
cil of ministers.

Earlier, Jamaal MDPs-clect
took eath under the leadership
of Moulana Matiur Rahman
Nizami. Another Jamaat MP-
elect Shahjahan Chowdhury ol
fafled to attend the
function. lle will be sworn In
later.

Rashed Khan Mcnon, MP-
clect of Bangladesh Workers
Party took oath [rom the Chicl
Election Commissioner alone.
lle is the lone MP’ not only
from his party but also [rom
the 5-party alliance.

Rashed Khan Mcenon was an
MP in the Sccond Parliament,
but had boycotled clections to
the Third and the Fourth par-
Haments,
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All-Party Students Unity (APSU) brought out a procession in the city on Monday demanding the trial of deposed President
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APSU
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and Fatrul Hakim Lala.

Fazlul Haque Milon said
vesled quartiers were aclive in
spreading terrorism In educa-
tional institutions using black
moncy. They wanied to step up
terrorism In campus as thcy
could not tolerate the fall of
Ershad.

Nazimuddin Alam wanted 1o
know from the Acting Presi-
dent why the trial of Ershad
wis being delayed even aller a
Milss UpsSurge.

Alam demanded immediate
arrest of the persons involved
in Sunday night's incident in-
side Dhaka University campus.

Shah Alam called upon the
Acling President to take effec-
tive measures for recovery of
arms and arrest terrorisis
from educational institutions.

Nasir-ud-Doza accused the
Saudi Arablan and US govern-
mentl for their alleged inter-
fcrenee in the internal allair of
Bangladesh and said the stu-
dents must put Ershad and his
henchmen on trial. lie de-
manded abrogation of all black
laws from the Constitution for
ushering true democracy.

‘Shafi Ahmed alleged Lhat
ccriain quarters were Lrying to
influence the verdict of the
court regarding trial of Ershad.
lie called upon the people to
resist such attempts.

Earlier APSU brought out a
procesgion in the Dhaka Uni-
versity campus to protest the
lerrorist activities which took
place in the campus on Sunday
night.
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Smuggling hampers private

Fro 3 W &
growth o apnﬁa\t ;I:nd dy-
namic private sector.

The report notes that the
economy remains under di-
verse controls even after the
'liberalisation’ of the industrial
policy. Fiscal incentives do not
encourage the growth of indus-
trial capital. These rather fa-
cilitate wider operations by
tradcers and smugglers. Hidden
costs are high for any en-
treprencurs, causing lingering
stagnating situation in the pri-
vate sector.

The task force has observed
that private sector develop-

ment efforts can not be sus-
tained with mere declaration
of political intent. It calls for
more open support and active
efforts by the government for a
well-consistent change in so-
cial attitude towards private
scctor. Incentives and facilitics
are nceded for earning profits
on invested capital and such
profits are not thc same as
those which are grabbed
through permits and quotas
under political patronage. Un-
less this distinction is made,
"black money” will always drive
"good money” out of circula-
tion.

About high production
costs, the task force has
pointed out that rates of inter-
esl on bank credits and loans
rose by 160 per cent between
1972-73 and 1989-90. Harder
terms for institutional credits
have also adversely aflfected
mobilisation of surpluses for
funding industrial operations.
Capital costs have meanwhile
gone 19 times higher in 1980-

90 than that of 1972-73. Ram-
pant corruption, high system
loss and other managemecnt
incfMiciencics of utility bodics
have forced upward revision of
tarill in suceccssive phaseg®in
an arbitrary manncr, causing
an adversc impact oniindus-
trial operations particularly the
export-oriented scctors like
tea, frozen food and jute, cx-
port competitiveness has been
lost. Incpt management of in-
dustrial credit opcrations by
Development [inance Institu-
tions (DFI's) and huge unre-
covered amount of credits have
led to high rates of interest, i
has pointed out.

It has reported that succes-
sive hikes in rates of Ltaxes and
dutics in cxisting arcas over
the past twenty yecars by the
successive governments . have
encouraged lax cvasion while
produclive activitics have
borne the major brunt ol fiscal
MCASUrcs.

The members of the task
force include : Prol. Taherul Is-
lam of Dhaka University, Lati-

Rahman, President,

esh loyers- Associa-
tion, Hamid Shafiul Islam, Sec-
retary General of the Federa-
tion of Chafbers of
Commerce and Industry
(FBCCI), Khorshed Alam, exec-
utive committee member of
FBCCI and a former president
of Dhaka Stock Exchange, ABM
Mahbubul Amin Khan of

desh institute of Bank
Management, Dr Nazmul Bari,
Deputy General Manager,
Bangladesh Shilpa Bank, Dil-
war Hossain, former chairman.

fur

BFIC, and Laila Kabir, former
president, Bangladesh Tea As-
sociation.

The task force suggested
that the future political leadcr-
ship should formulate realistic
programmes taking into con-
sideration the actual state of
industrial operations and pri-
vate secctor activities in the
economy. The policy package
or policy mix should have real-
istic goals within a specific
time period.

It stressed that import
banks should be enforced for a
specific period to patronise
the growth of domestic pro-
duction capacity in arcas
where import substitution is
possible.

The task force has rccom-
mended that anti-smuggling
drive must be launched effec-
tively. Research and develop-
ment projects must be
stren for raising pro-
ductivity and harmessing Lhe
full potentials of available
indigenous resources. There
should be proper competition
between public and private
sectors with no discriminatory
facilities against éither. Il has
suggested there should be ad-
equate arrangements Lo com-
pensate the industrial sector
for any losses relating to pro-
duction costs, arising oul ol
currency depreciation and
other policy intervention by
the government. Import sub-
stituting industries should be
given active consideration flor
widcning the country's indus-
trial base but such industries
must prove Lhemselves capable

sector

of producing quality goods at

competitive prices.

It has recommcnded moves
to amend the Companics Act,
strengthen the activitics of
stock exchange, utilise private
savings for investments in cor-
porate sector, and raise the in-
vestment ceiling in the private
sector. The industrial units
under different public sector
corporations should be con-
verted into public limited
companies for diffusion of
ownership through public sub-
scription of shares. Privatisa-
tion of distribution arrange-
ments in the eclectric power
scctor and also of national air-
lines should also be consid-

cred, it suggested.

The task force has called
for manning the Board of In-
vestment (BOIl) and other
promotional agencies of the
government with cfficient and
dedicated officials. The role of
the t should be that
of a facilitator, and not con-

_ troller in matters of support lo

the private sector. The experi-
ences of four Astan tigers and
also other newly-emerging in-
dustrialising economics pre-
sent unique examples about
such a facilitating role by the
government, It pointed
out.

It has suggested a uniform

minimum wages policy alL the
national level and alsé for

closer links between wages
and productivity.
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single family and a guest were kmull in the fire, which

de st

royed Ltheir home Sunday

al Daktal village in Madhya

Pradesh siate, the Press Trust of India (PTT) said. rcporis’

Two planes crashland in Manila

MANILA, Mar |8: Two ajrcrafl plancs crashlandcd within
an hour of cach other at the domestic alrport, causing

minor injurics to passcngcrs and crew, the

-fun

ncws agency rcporied today. A six-seater beecherafl owned by
Airlink, a local airline, flew In with a defective landing system
and a DC-3 cargo plane which had right engine fallure lew

[rom Isabela provinee, reports AFT.

Over one lakh arrested in Seoul

SEOUL, Mar

|8: Natfonal police roundcd up 123,666

people for pelly crimes ranging from urinating in public to
jumping qucucs in the first six days of a month-long

orackdown, a police

said Monday. Officials said thal
over 60,000 were released alfler receiving

rcprimands. Ncarly

50,000 paid MNncs of under 7 dollars cach and 3 804 wcre
referred to summary trial for possible jalling up to 29 days.
The arrests began last Monday nationwide.

19 killed in S. Africa
JOIIANNESBURG, Mar 18: Al lcast 19 people were kilied

and more than 60 others injured as rival black [actions
battied with machetes and guns in hhln:iy township batlics,

police said Monday. The violence erup

Sunday when the

Inkatha Frecedom Party ealled a peace fally In Alexandma, &

northern Johannesburg township, to try

and halt violcnoe

that has killed scores of pcoplc there and In two olher
townships in the past two wecks, reports Al

Roh's resignation demanded
SEOUL, Mar 18 Candidaics in South Korca's [irst local

clections for three decades are fighting widcspread voler
apalhy afler corruption scandals croded public confidence In

politicians.

Thousands of dissidents

demanding the

resignation of President Roh Tac-Woo, who they say was
personally implicated in one scandal, have clashed with not
police in the capital and other citics, rcports Reuter.

Bomb blast in Soviet plane

MOSCOW, Mar 18: A passcnger Lthrew a fircbomb on a

Sovict jetliner Monday and the deviec cx

ploded, filling the

aircraflt with dense smoke. Dut the crew donned oxygen
masks and safcly landed the plane, the Sovict ncws agency
Tass said. The [lyushin-88 jctliner with 343 passengers and

17 crew members on boa

was fying from Moscow lo Lhe

Siberian cily of Novosibirsk whon the fircbomb cexploded at
12.15 am (2115 GMT), rcports AP

Administrative void
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reports to its cmbers about
the economic Situation before
aid pledges are made by the
donors. .
This year Lhe Aid Club
meeting was deferred until
late May by the interim gov
crnment in consultation with
the World Bank to facilitate the
political fovernment after the
parflamentary clections to
name its own asscssment about
aid requirements in the light
of its development priorilics.
The preparatory work al
the government level for the
forthcoming Aid Club meeting
has not really got off this ycar.
The prevailing administra-
tive vacuums is likely to fur-
ther delay the work.
Meanwhile, some donor
circles in Dhaka have given
clear iIndications that they
would like to discuss the eco-
nomic issues with a ncw polit-

ical rnment .
priorities must be spelt
out clearly §o that the aid re-

quircments can be assesscd in
concrele terms, onc soJdrcc
said.

The forthcoming Aid Club
meeling assumes a grealer
significance because the World
Bank has alrcady withhcld
trance (instalment) funds un-
der some on-going credil pro-
grammes in scclors like eon-
ergy and [inance because ol
non-fulliliment of some policy
conditions.

The controversy over Lhe

AL leader
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chased the AL workers who
took shelter at the housc of
former UP chairman and AL
lcader Nizammuddin. Nizamud-
din was not in the house dur-
ing the incident.

The agitated public ried o
storm the house. Several
bombs were hurled at the peo-

Police from Kalatia police
camp soon rushed (o the spot
and urged Lhe people nol 1o
take law in Lheir own hand.

More police from Kerani-
PS and Sutrapur mill bar-

led by ASP Amjad Hos-
sain reached the spot and
raided the house.
recovercd two coun-

guns, scven big

and huge quan-
ties of lethal weapons and
ammunition from the housc.

Fourteen persons werc ar-
restedd. Most of them, police
said, are known criminals.

1

policy conditions has been fur-
ther heightened by the des
mands ol trade and Indu:h-y
scctors to rencgotialc the
conditions of lending opcra:
tions by the World Bank and
the International Monclary
Fund (IMF).

The proposcd indusirial
scclor credit programmc of
the World Bank has also run
into trouble becausc of the lat-
ter's insistence on implement-
ing policy dccisions which
have political implications .

The iInterim governmenl
has so far nol taken any dect-
sion on the Issue on Lhe
ground that only the clccled

crnment is compelent to

with the same.

DUJ concern
over Dinkal

situation
By Staff Corresponident

Dhaka Union of Journalists
(DUJ) in a statement o Lhe
press on Monday expressed iis
concern over the receent inci-
dents in Daidly Dinkal.

Zahirul Haq, President of
DUJ and Ruhul Amin Gazi,
General Secrctary of DUJ in a
statement said the authority
has shown autocratic mentality
by unjustifiably issuing show
cause notice In the Acling
News Editor of the daily.

it also said the authority is
making delay in the payment
wage and allowances (o the
journalists.

The statement pointed oul

{t was not possfble to bring out
an ecight-page dally with a

handiul of journalists, but Lhe
Dinkal authority is b ng oul
the paper employing a lew
Journalists with very law
salary .

The leaders of the DUJ also
condemned Lhe atlack on Lhe
journalists of the daily.

JP PP meet
today 1

A mecting of the parliamen:
of Jatiya Party will be
held at Guishan at 10 am. lo-

day (Tuesday), a prees
relcase sald, reports

Bomb blast in
Delhi hotel

NEW DELHI, Mar 18 : A
E;!rfuluﬂﬂllﬂlhlﬁﬂ

in New Delhi
hillrm"rul and

wounded three others on
Monday, witncsses and police
said, reports AP,



