DHAKA TUESDAY MARCH 19, 1991

o oms — s

Upazila roundup

MAULVI BAZAR
Rice price up

From Our Correspondent

March 18 : The price ol
rice in all hats and bazars of
Maulvi Bazar district has gone

the middie class people.

The price of rice has In-
creased by Taka 2 to 3 per kg
during the last three days. A kg
of rice which was sold between

There s no indication ol com-
ing down price before ensuing
Boro scason.

SHERPUR

Property worth
Tk 10 lakh gutted

From Our Correspondent
March 18 : worth
about Taka 10 lakh was gutted
at village Satnumber Char in
Kamarer Char Union under
Sadar Upazila on Friday last.
It is learnt that the fire
from a cow -hudh
rapidly spread over other
hmuu' Ir-nlrh:mt to ashes 36
dwelling houses, five cow
sheds, agricultural products,
household articles and cash
Taka 4500. Three cattle were
injured and eight goats and at
least 300 poultry birds were
roasied alive.

Education Week
observed

Education Week was ob-
served in the district with
much enthusiasm recently.
The weeck-long programme
tncluded cultural and literary
competition and seminar.

Teachers and students of
educational institutions from
five upazilas in the district
took part in the competition.

Mr Ashrauddin, Principal,
Sherpur Women's College and
Mrs Ferdaus Jahan Head
Mistress, r Government
Girls High School were se-
lected best teachers.

Principal Md Hasmatullah of

r Senior Madrasha in
Nalitabari u was sclected
best Madrasha teacher.
Besides, ur Government
Womens College, Girls High
School and Bashumay Tegharia
Senior Madrasha were se-
lected best educational institu-
tion.

Mr AKM Kamaluddin,
Deputy Commissioner dis-
tributed prizes among the
winners as chiefl guest.

NETRAKONA
12 1injured 1n
road aecident
From Oitr Correspondent

March 18 : Twclve persons
including journalist and school
teacher were injured when a
Dhaka-bound BRTC bus from
Netrakona had collided with
another Dhaka-bound passen-
ger bus [from Kishorganj at
8.15 am on Saturday in
Digarkanda, 38 kilometre off
here on Netrakona Dhaka
highway, police and eyewit-
nesses said here.

All the injured persons
were sent to Mymensingh
Medical College Hospital.

The injured persons were
Fazlul Haq Ruman (30),
Netrakona district based cer-
respondent ol Banglar Bani,
Md (55), Headmaster
of Milampur High School of
Sherpur district, Sharif
Hossain (27), Serajul Haq (38),
Wahidul Islam (30), Abdul
Matin (40), Anil Paul (35),
Mufazzal Hossain (38), Milon
(20), Hafizuddin [(55),
Khurshed Mia (50) and Amir
Hossain (34) driver of the
BRTC bus. Both the buses were
badly damaged, the sources
added.

Bar Assoc

executives
Mecanwhile, election of
Netrakona District Bar
Association was held on March

15 at the Conference Room of
the Association. Advocate

Sadar Uddin Ahmed and -

Advocate Jinnatul Islam were
elected President and
Secretary respectively.

SATKHIRA
Drug addicts

On rise
A Correspondent

March 18 : The Number of

drug addicts s growing
alarmi at Satkhira.
It is t that even rural

youths are being addicted to

different kinds of intoxicants
like wine, opium, country

made wine and drug like mor-
phine, pethidine, phensidyl,
sedative tablets, palm juice and
other liquid containing alco-
holic ingredients.

According to a survey,
Saikhira town and its suburbs
have turned into open markets
of dm All kinds of d are
ava in grocery vern-
dors shops. The number of

addicts is alarmingly
increasing. It is alleged thal a
well-organized circle of crimi-
nals has been smuggling

hereoin lrom Indila into Lhe
country and selling the same
in different local markets.
When contacted, a police
source denied the views.

4 commit suicide

UNB adds : Four people al-
legedly committed suicide in
separate incidents in the dis-
trict Friday, police said.

Family sources said Ashok
Chandra Bachhar (25), a linal
year Chemistry student of
Dhaka University, allegedly

himsell to death due to
frustration in family life. Ashok
of Sadar upazila got married
only eight months back.

Amena Khatun (32) of
Raipur village, Sabina (28],
wife of Atiar Rahman in
Sirangirdanga village and
Laxmi Rani (20) of Janbazpur
village in Sadar upazila al-

ly committed suicide by

ng poison. Family feuds
were the reasons behind their
suicide, relatives said.

Amena's husband Ahmad
had a second wife while Laxmi
got married to Krishnapada
only a month back.

Four separate cases were
filed in this connection.

KISHOREGANJ

- Bazitpur team
win cricket
league trophy
From Our Correspondent

March 18 : The final match
of Kishoreganj Cricket League
organised by District Sports
Association was held at the lo-
cal stadium on Sunday.
Bazitpur Upazila Sports
Association team won over
Moynul Smriti Cricket Club by
44 runs. Bazitpur Upazila
Sports Association Club batted

first and were all out for 141
runs in 33 overs.

Moynul Smriti Cricket Club
scored 97 runs in 32.4 overs.
Kabir Ahmed Khan of Nagua
Cricket Club and Azharuddin
Ghantu of Bazitpur Upazila
Sports Association team be-
came man of the series and
man of the match respectively.

Mr Igbal Hossain Khan, ADC
(General) distributed prizes as
the chiefl guest. :

BARISAL

Sher-e-Bangla
Medical College
annual sports held

From Our Correspondent

March 18 : The annual ath-
letic mect of Sher-e-Bangla
Medical College was held here
at medical college play ground
recently with great enthusi-
asm.

It was inaugurated by Dr
Harun-ar-Rashid, Principal,
Sher-e-Bangla Mcdical College
and the prizes were given away
by Dr Abdul Karim Mollah,
Director, Sher-e-Bangla
Medical College Hospital .

Hundreds of students par-
ticipated in 21 events.

PIROJPUR

Malpractice 1n
" land recording

March 18 : Malpractice and
irregularities in land record-
ing, surveying and refixing of
land revenue in Nazirpur
upazila here have been going
on unabated, it is alleged, re-
ports UNB.

According to sources, many
irregularities have been cre-
ated in the absence of land
surveyers in the upazila.
Taking advantage of the situa-
tion, local touts in collabora-
tion with the officials are al-
legedly depriving real owners
of their land.

Suflcrers alleged that some
influential circles are grabbing
their lands bribing the oflicials.
As a result many of them
turmed destitutes.

Local people have urged the
authorities to take stringent
action against the people re-
sponsible for this heinous ac-
tivities and restore legal rights
of actual owners.

FENI

Tk 4.74 lakh

allocated for
30 projects

March 18 : Government has
allocated Taka 4.74 lakh for
the execution of 30 uplift pro-
jects in sadar upazila of the
district during this financial
year, reports UNB.

According to official
sources, the projects include
development of Irrigation sys-
tem, construction and recon-
struction of roads, bridges and
culverts, renovation of educa-
tional institutions, implemen-
tation of health and family
planning programmes.

About 25 per cent work on
the projects has already been
completed and the rest is ex-

to be finished soon.

After completion of the
project about two lakh people
of the upazila will get bene-
fited.

New method may revolutionise
arcane farming

Correspondent

PABNA, March I8 : A newly
developed method known as
‘Spaced Transplanting
Technique' (STP), modified by
cane agronomists at Sugarcane
Research and Training
Institute (SRTI) may revolu-
tionise sugarcane cultivation in
Bangladesh.

The Ltechnique Iinvolves

rmination of ‘one ecyed
scedlings’ In poly-bags or two-
ngs on soil bed and
then transplanting
field after certain period with
appropriate spacing.

The STP method eliminates
haphazard, random and gap-
ping growth of cane as per
conventional way of cultivation.
Another important aspect ol
STP is low utilisation of canc
secd. Under the conventional
cultivation, about scven tons of
cane sceds are required In one
hectare of land. STP neceds
only one quarter ol this quan-
tity. Whereas it produces twice
as much as sugarcane. il the
total arca under sugarcane
cultivation uscd the STP
method, savings on account of
seed cane alone would come
to nine lakh tons per year.

In 1985, SRTI introduced
the STP technique on trial ba-
sis under the 'farming systems
research programme’. Under a

ilot production programme
1987- 1988 initiated by
SRT1, about 41 farmers of
Ishurdi were encouraged to
cultivate 13 hectares using the
STP method. The average yield
per hectare was 84 tons from

country's sug

those in the

STP against 43 tons from the
conventional method.

A siudy of 94 farmers at five |
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locations in Ishurdi, Darsana,
Jalpurhat, Thakurgaon and

Rangpur Sugar Mills zone in

PABNA : Sugarcane seedling in a polybag ready for

transplantation.

—Star photo

1989- 1990 showed even bet-
ter resuits. Each hectare
yicided about 119 tons under
STP against 47 tons with the
conventional practices.
in terms of ln'hulln-:lllli sTP
[armers got a net profit of Taka
62,000 per hectare, whereas
traditional cultivators got only
Taka 12,000 per hectare.
However, the most impor-
tant feature of STP is employ-
ment generation for women-
folk. In arcas under STP, a
woman worker earms Taka 40
a day for filling 1000 poly-bags
with soil. On the other hand
[armers have found the busi-
ness potential in raising
scedlings tn his homesteads.
Country's current produc-
tion from a total cultivated arca
of over |,B80,000 hectares now
stands at 6.8 million tons of
sugarcane, end product of
which is 1.,70,000 tons of
sugar and 3,00000 tons of
gur, (molasses). The require-
ments per year are |1 million
tons of s for the pro-
duction of 3,00000 tons of
sugar and 6,00000 tons of gur.
For obvious reasons Lhe
shortiall of over four million
tons of sugarcane cannot be
made up by Increasing the vol-
ume of land under s
cultivation. The simple solu-
tion lies with the efforts to In-
crease per hectare.
Scientists at the SRT1 hope
that Increasing per hectare

yield of sugarcane th STP
country can earn sell-suffi-

ciency in sugar and gur.

Drama festival
concludes

BARISAL, Mar jg§: Scven-
day long drama festival on the
completion of 23 yecars of
Kheali Group theatre of Barisal
concluded here in the Aswini
Kumar Town Hall premises re-
cently, reports BSS.

it was presided over by
Prof. Begum Firoza, Mr.Hasan
Imam a noted cinema and
television artist inaugurated
the function while Mr. Nurul
Alam Khan, Deputy Commis-
sioner, Bakerganj was the chief
guest. Noted drama and dancce

"artist Laila Hasan was the spe-

cial guest.
Seven dramas were staged

by different theatres in this
connections.

Ticketless train

passengers on rise
From Our Correspondent

KISHOREGANJ, Mar 18 :
Ticketless passengers are on
the rise in the trains running
between Kishoreganj-Barisal,
Kishoreganj-Mymensingh and
Kishoreganj-Gauripur, Shyam-
ganj-Jariajhanjail and Muha-
ganj routes creating problems
to the genuine travellers.

These ticketless passengers
mostly day-labourers, beggers
and women engaged in flying
business of various items like
Indian sarces, hawkers and

subscription collectors cause
sufferings to the genuine pas-
scngers are occupy seats of or-
dinary passengers and make
the compartments and tiolets
of the trains dirty.

It is further learnt that the
railway security men and the
ticket checkers are reluctant
lo [ace these ticketless pas-
scngers. Besides, the passen-
gers are also reluctant to buy
tickets because of the abnor-
mal risc in the train fares.

2 killed in
road mishaps

TANGAIL, Mar 18: Two per-
sons - a college student and a
minor boy - were killed and
several others injured in two
scparate road accidents here
on Thursday, reports BSS.

A Z M Tangila Islam, a final

year zoology honours student
of Sadat College was killed at

Zamurki and several others
were Injured when a minibus
fcll into a ditch.

In an other accident ncar
Kagmari a minor boy was run
over by a truck.

Two cases were registered
with Mirzapur and Tangall Sa-
dar thanas.

_ W(;rk on 300 km road network

in Mymensingh in pro

MYMENSINGH, Mar: 18,

The Government has de-
cided to take up a project for
improvement of nearly 300
kilometres of roads in greater
Mymensingh district to pro-
vide all weather access at rea-
sonable cost to selected pro-
ductive and marketing centres.

The main objective of the
project is to facilitate trans-
portation of ltural sur-
plus of the area and to develop
the infrastructure for other
development activities.

For impicmentation of the
project an agreement was
signed with the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) in
1986 for financial assistance.
As per agrecment, the Bank
shall provide fund to cover the
entire cost of consultancy ser-
vice and 80 per cent of the
cost of civil work. The
Government of Bangladesh
shall bear the cost of land, rest
20 per cent of the cost of work
and other rclated local expen-
ditures.

The project includes 46 km
long Tangail-Modhupur Road,
10 km long Karatia (Bhatkura)-
Basail Road and seven km-long
Porabari-Gopalpur Road in the
district of Tangail, 20 km long
Mymensingh-Phulbaria Road
and 86 km long Haluaghat-
Raghurampur (Mymensingh)-
Netrakona-Thakurakona Road
in the districts of Mymensingh
and Netrakona, 20 km long
Kishoreganj-Chamraghat Road
and 12 km long Kishoreganj-
Hossainpur Road in the dis-
trict of Kishoreganj, 27 km
long Jamalpur-Sherpur-
Jhulgaon Road, 40 km
Sherpur-Nakla-Phulpur Road

and 24 km long Jhenaigati-»

Jhulgaon-Nalitabarli Road in
the district of Sherpur.

Arrangement for acquisition
of land, engineering design
tender documents, specifica-
tions, drawings and estimales
and other preliminary work
were completed first and ap-
proval of the Government and
the ADB was then
taken.Tenders were invited
from the per-qualified contrac-
tors and were received, scru-
tinized and evaluated for the
approval of Government and
Bank. Eight contracts outl of
total 10 contracts have been
approved. It took three years
to complete these initial for-
malities.

At the time of pre-qualifica-
tion of contractors it has been

From A Correspondent

observed that no big construc-
tion company with adequate
experience and sulficient
equipment and machinery has
been emerged in the country
as construction has not been
up here as industry.
Local construction firms are
lacking in experience of big
construction work. For the
reason, for all the big contracts
of the project joint venture of
local and foreign firms have
been selected,
The work on Mymensingh-
Fulbaria Road and Tangail-
Modhupur Road were awarded
in 1989 to joint venture con-
struction company Soiltech-
IJM of Bangladesh and
Malaysia and work of
Haluaghat-Raghurampur-
Netrakona-Thakurakona Road
to the joint venture company
of RDC-TPL of Singapore and
Bangladesh. Due to difficulties
in land acquisition, political
disturbances, frequent hartals
and mainly due to early and
prolonged rains in 1989-90
physical target of work could
not be achieved. In the first
year of the three year period of
contract, the contractors have
constructed godowns, repair-
ing shop and set up site of-
fices, field laboratories, stack-
yard, mixing yard, batching
yard, machinery yard and col-
lected equipment and machin-
ery required for the job.
Besides, the contractors have
collected reasonable quantity
of different materials and have
executed some physical work.

work

it took very long time in
preparatory and precliminary
work. Moreover in the first

year, practically, no physical
road work was done. For this
reason people got frustrated
about the future of the project.
But at present all the officers
and stall associated with the
project, the consultants and
company Samwhan-Mir Akhter
Hossain Ltd. of South Korea
and Bangladesh in last October.
In the meantime they have
procured huge quantity of
equipment and machinery at
site, set up their site offices,
ficld laboratories, dillerent
yards and constructed
godowns. Due to difficulty in
land acquisition start of earth-
work has been delayed.
However the contractor has
now started the earthwork and
some bridges and also col-
lected good quantity of con-
struction materials. This Sout.i
Korcan construction firm has
recently completed World
Bank aidced road development
work in North B;‘Efl.
contractors are ing all out
efforts for the progress of the
work. Work is going on in full
swing at the moment.

In the meantime 15 km
earthwork and 60 per cent of
pavement work for 12 km and
26 culverts have been com-
pleted on Haluaghat-
Raghurampur-Netrakona Road.
Besides, construction of four
bridges is in progress.

So far 20 per cent progress
has been achicved. It is ex-
pected that nearly 50 per cent
work will be completed on this

. road during the eurrent finan-

cial year.

" Eight km of earthwork and
eight culverts have been com-
pleted on Mymensingh-
Fulbaria Road. Earthwork of
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o
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Development work of Mymensingh- Netrakona read in
progress. —Star photo

gress

remaining and pave-
mcnt work for six km have
been taken up. Nearly 40 to 50
per cent work of the road is
expected to be completed
during this financial year.
Twelve km earthwork, six cul-
verts and 70 per cent of pave-
ment work of 12 km have been
completed in the meantime.
of 18 per cent of to-
tal work has been achieved.
40 to 50 per cent work
of the road is likely to be com-
pleted during this year.

The work of Jamalpur-
Sherpur-Jhulgaon Road,
Sherpur-Nakla-Phulpur Road
and Jhenaigati-Jhulgaon-
Nalitabari Road have been
awarded to the joint venture

Problem of land

It is gathered from the con-
cerned source that the main
bottleneck in the progress of
the work is the problem of
land acquisition. It has been
observed not only in this pro-
ject but in almost all the de-
velopment projects of the
country that the progress ol
work is delayed substan-
tially due to delay in the
progress of land acquisition.
Land Administration should
take proper step to simplify
the procedure and there
should be a time limit for the
same. Delay in the execution of
the work contributes to the
increase in the cost of the pro-
ject. There is no justification
to spend more public money
and increase public suffering
for nothing.

The concerned department
says that the whole project will
be completed in 1993. With
the completion of the project
there will be a great qualitative
change in the road communi-
cation system of Greater

area. Far flung ar-
eas of districts and district
headquarters of Jamalpur,
Sherpur and Netrakona will be
connected with the national
road network. These district
headquarters will directly be
linked with the capital with
shorter but very high quality
road. This much [(aster and
ecasier road network will
greatly contribute to the socle-
economic develo of the
area and ultimately to the de-
velopment of the whele coun-

ury
-

Its effect will be far reach- l
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Political scene

Show cause on eight
AL leaders
From Our Correspondent

Manikgan| March |18

. Eight leaders of
Manikgan] district Awami
League were served with show
cause notices on charge of
anti-pdrty activities.

The deciston was taken in
an extended meeting of the
party with district Awami
League President [(former
Minister) Moslemuddin Khan
Habumia in the chair., AL

Agriculture Affatrs Secretary
Md. Nurul Amin and a top in-
sider of district Awami League
Md. Zainal Abedin, the source
addcd .

The accused leaders were
blamed for anti-party activities
during the last parllamentary
ciection.

APSU demands arrest
of criminals

Our Khulna Burean adds :
All Party Students Unity of
Khulna on Saturday demanded
arrest of criminals of the city
area within scven days other-
wise Lhey will launch a move-
ment.

in a joint meeting of the
students and workers at Baro
Bazar area, APSU lcaders Md.
Ismail, Golam Mustafa, Marafl
Hossain, Shawkat Mahmood
Chowdhury and Uday Das
Gupta called upon the adminis-
tration to nab those criminals
of the ghat area. They
urged Lhe political parties
to give shelter to those crimi-
nals who arc still involved
anti-social act under
shelicr of Jatiya Party .

1

75

Khuilna district and city units
of Awami League here yester-
day. Pro-AlL. Chhatra League and
Pro-BAKSAL Chhatra League,
Sramik . Khulna district
and city units of BAKSAL also
arranged different pro-
grammes to mark the day.

AL and BAKSAL hoisted Na-

tional and Party 1 al thewr
respective party and

portraits of the late
leader. Both AL and BAKSAL
held two separate discussion
mecetings in their respective
offices. AL city unit President
Advocate Manjurul Imam
presided over the AL diacus-
sion meeting where the spe-
akers were Messrs Shamshur
Rahman Mani, Md Lutfar
Rahman and others Juwvenile
rally alse held in the AL office

where sweels were dis
Lribrueed

Our Jirajgan| Cerrcspondcdnt
adds . - The

7ist birth anniversary of
Bangabandhu Shetkh Mujibur
Rahman was obscrved in dis-
trict and upazilas
including Belkuchi and Shah-
jadpur on Sunday.

Awami League, BKSAL.
Bangabandhu Parishad and
other front organizations took
up massive programme which
included Quran Khwani, Milad
Mahifil and discussion meet-

Ings.
Speakers at a discussion

mecting at Shahjadpur with
Advocate Abdur Rahman in the
chair called upon the people to
materialise ideals of Banga-
bandhu.
Our Sherpur Correspondent
adds: The district unit of
Awami League ob-
served 7 1st birth day of Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man with due respect.
On the cccasion national

Market compound with Dr.
Md. Mozammel Hoque, Secre-
tary General of district Awami

League rn-tdlng.
Ziaul Hoque, Organising
district AL, Mr. Ab-

dul Khalique, Benoy Kumar
Shah of Chhatra League spoke
in the meeting.

A milad mahfil was alse ar-
ranged and the destitute were
served with food.

Family planning
officers' confce
held

From Our Correspondent

MAULVI BAZAR, Mar 18: A
conference of government and
non-governmental officers and
employees of Family Planning
was held at Maulvi Bazar on
March 15 with Mr Sayed
Mohsin Al, Chairman of Maulvi
Bazar Pourashava in the chair.

-

Price spiral of
inputs hampers
betel leaf output

From Our Correspondent

MAULVI BAZAR, Mar 1§ :
Betel leal production in Maulvi
Bazar district has been ad-
versely affected by the price
rise ol fertilizers, ofl-cake and
pesticides.

e

_*Sylhet l-aw-yersr resent

withdrawal of HC bench

From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, March 181 The
Government order rescinding
the sitting of High Court Bench
in Sylhet and other places
outside the capital has created
great resentment among the
lawyers and members of the
public in Sylhet.

A public rally held at Court
Point vehemently protestin
the order threatened to launc
a mass movement unless the

"“unlawful and prejudiced
order” was rescinded. g
Addressing the rall

speakers from all walks of i
accused the goverhment of

serving the interest of a few

Dhaka la rs at the cost of
litigant public and contended
that when the Article 100 of

the Constitution allows such
High Court Circuit benches
outside the capital this hurried
order of the carctaker
govermment at its life end
could have no motive other
than serving ends of
a few metropolis advocates and

allowing an uninterrupted easy
metropolitan lfe to some court
officers.

They charged the Acting
President Justice Shahabuddin
Ahmed of nepotism and
partiality for taking this dec-
isfon when parliament is being
formed soon. It demanded the
withdrawal of Lthe order for the
sake of Justice to the mofussil
ltigants.

Earlicr, a dclegation of
hﬂt‘nrd others met the
Deputy Register Sylhet High
Court Division and the Deputy
Commissioner, Sylhet and
presented memorandum dem-
anding the withdrawal of the
order. They also asked not the
authorities concerned to
transfer bills, records, furn-
ifture and officials of
courts, Sylhet till the o
was withdrawal by the Acting
President for next Parliament.
The dclegation was headcd
Advocate AK. Hamid Bak

Suicide cases

1mncecrease

DINAJPUR, March 18: Sul-
cide cases are increasing alar-
mingly in ulm:d dlltrlul:.'.L Eight
persons including three wo-
men committed suicide while
another 16 ns tried to
commit s during last one
week. Mahmuda Begum (20)
and Marina Begum (82) of
village Mohamudullapur and
Khalkhali of Sadar upazila,
Panchami Rani Roy (14) of
Chirirbanda upazila, Khoka Mia
(70) of Kharol upazila, Smir-
ftimoy Datta alias Kalu (28) of

Mohalla in
Lown, Suflan (20) of
Panchabari, Yousuf All (25) of
ur and Md.

village
Jamal (22) of Kamalpur
all of Sadar u commitied
suicide by endrine. All
the dead bodies were sent 0
Lhe for autopsy.
m. nine women and
scven men also tried to com-



