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What Do the Working
Mothers Do With
Theiwr Children?

lt‘hrﬂﬂ l': to work,

where do | leave the

chiddren?” was onc
of the many banncrs displayed
by various women's or-
ganisations on the Interna-
tional Woman's Day. This was a
rcminder ol the commen
problcm shared by all woman
workers, at onc time of their
carcer or another.

Even given the slow pace of
industrialisation in our coun-
try, there is a growing demand
for workers, especially cheap
workcrs. Economy alone does
not call for such labourers but
Socicly alse needs dual work
force of both men and women.

But although there is a twin
pull for women workers, the
socicly eor the eeconomic
structure does not look alter
the special nced of mothers
and, by exiension, the child.

Just as a woman has the
right to work she also has the
right to motherhood. She is
not only a care-taker of chil-
dren, providing food and
nourishment, but a giver of
love and emotional support.
And nobody has the right to
deny her this.

The question then arises, is
the government providing
this? There does exist a Labour
Law, in our country, which has
a number of clauses protecting

" the rights of women labourers.
[lesides, cnjoy the common
rights ol a worker, such
as, a proper toilet, canteen,
rest-room cic. under the Fac-
tory Act, she also has certain
rights mcant exclusively for
her and by extension the well-
being of her child.

The Factory Act provides
that in a factory where there
are more than 50 (fifty) female
workers, Lhere should be
‘creche’ facilities. Children be-
low six years ol age will get the
benefit of this facility. They
shall also have toilet
facility. Il required, the gov-

by Sabah Chowdhury

ernment can even ask the

as milk to the children of Lhe
mothers working under them.

The law also says that,
women should net work more
than 9 hours in a day. The
should be given a break of h-.ﬂ
an hour, after cvery 5 hours.

However, it is sad to note
that these laws have remained
in paper only. Not to speak of

The Factory

Act provides that in a factory

where there are more than 50 female
workers, there should be 'creche’ facilities.

But in B
remain unheard of.

the these

private factories,
laws have not been imple-
mented in any of the govern-
ment factories.

Different classes ol women
suffer in different ways. The
woman suffers as a garment
employee, as a person break-
ing bricks on the roadside, as
well as an oflice employee.

Women belonging to the low-
est class are the worst victims.
For instance garment workers
often hide the fact of their
motherhood to continue em-

ployment.
Employces generally
do not want to women
with small children, as her in-
put as a worker might suller.
She might also turn out to be
irregular.

Another side of this prob-
lem is that, although in case of

angladesh such facilities till

the aflfordability of a middle
class working family.

These days we all are aware

ility, nor is she to
leave the place of work within
a_specified time? Thesc and

THE TASTY NUT THAT COULD
RESCUE AN ECONOMY

or centuries the ngali
nut tree has played an
impeortant traditional
role in the South Pacific. Now
the nut has been earmarked as
the environmentally-friendly
cash crop of the future. It may
take on a vital economic role
for Solomon Island sm-
allholders and their cash-
struck government.
The Solomons is a necklace
of small islands, atolls and cays
scattered across 800,000

only for il the ngalli nut
is tten.

Now the nut could provide a
cash injection for the
Solomons i islanders can ex-
ploit a consumer market niche
among green, halthfood shop-
Erl reassured that buying it

lps sustain the world's trop-
ical forests.

Within two years a ngali nut

t here seems to be tak-
ing ofi and attracting the in-
terest of environmental groups

In the Solomon Islands, a nut project has cracked )
the belief that cash crops always bring exploitation of

land and

people. As Gemini News Service

ngali nuts suit the traditional food gardening
methods of landowners as well as the taste of
environmentally-conscious Western consumers. by

Nicola Baird.

Solomon Isiands

square kilometres of the
Pacific Ocean. It is a young
country where 20th Century
western values meet age-old
custom and traditions.

Just 10 per cent of the

315,000 people live in towns.

The rest are in the villages of
their ancestors, eking out a

subsistence living from their
bush gardens and the sea.

Land s a major issue.
islanders have
food for

Without fit,
nowhere to grow

themselves or their large fami-
lies. Land is passed from gen-
eration to generation and the

ngali nut tree has become a
boundary marker, a signpost of

land ownership in the dense
tropical bush.
The protein-rich nuts are

important too. A ngali nut can
make or break the reputation

of a chief or big man. At feasts,

spreads of pork, chicken. taro

and. sweet potato make food fit

around the world. Neil Judd, a
consultant ecologist from
British-based David Bellamy
Associates (DBA), which plans
to initiate an economically vi-
able rainforest conservation
scheme in the Solomons, says:
" The ngali nut project is a
classic example of a sustainable
forest product, used by the
people forever but never be-
fore put on the export mar-
ket."

"People want alternative
sources of cash, they want to
find other ways than selling
timber products. The ngali nut
is the answer."

The nut is billed as having a
unique taste and already peo-
ple are biting in a chain of
Australian health food shops. A
vast chocolate making empire
is said to be interested in the
high quality cooking oil pro-
duced from the nut.

The Commodities Export

Marketing Authority (CEMA),
offers cash for nuts at
huﬂnl peints around the
Solomon's seven provinces.
CEMA manager Pitakia Peloma
says: "Ngali muts grow allover
the bush. Usually everybody in
a village can claim they have at
least one nut tree on their
land. People just have to clear
the bottom of the trunk and
collect the nuts. They don't
have to plant, or work hard,
like you do with copra or co-
coa.”

The people of the Solomons
will have to pool more nuts to
be able to have . marketable
surplus. To encou them to
sell in bulk, advertisements
are being run on the national
radio station, Radio Happy
Isles. At the moment the nuts
are slow to come in,

Barry Evans, who works at
Dodo Creek Agricultural
Research Station, a govern-
ment-funded centre that mon-
itors new crops. thinks people

are usgd to seeing the ngali
-nut having a traditional custom

value, not a commercial value.

He says: "Things
work in the Solomons until
people see results with their
own eyes. If a neighbour dries
nuts and then sells them for
dollars, they'll want to do' this
t00."

Wearing a kernel coloured
T-shirt emblazoned with the
homegrown slogan "in search
of the ultimate nut,” Evans
said: "The beauty of the ngali
nut is that do not have
to be MHgngE'nw to plant,
grow, look after or it

A locally-owned %?mmunlty
project from Ysabel ce is
not daunted by shelling or
marketing the tonnes of
whole nuts CEMA hopes to buy
during the main harvest.
Already it is selling nuts in kilo
bags, billed as fresh from the
rainforest. "We are working on
packaging for overseas, but
haven't pushed that market
yct," company manager Gilbet
Leamana said

lturalists like Evans
are determined that promot-
ing new cash crops, like spices
and coflee but chiefly the ngali
nut, will give people in the
Solomon Islands trade op-
tions. The major benefit of the
ngali nut as a cash crop is that
it does not effect traditional
land use.

The government sees the
benefit of the nut too. No
longer will it have to rely solely
on earnings from copra and
cocoa, cash crops susceptible
to price drops on a flooded
world market.

"It's the cash crop for the
future,” said Sir Baddeley
Devesi, Deputy Prime Minister,
fresh from an overseas promo-
tion of Solomon islands prod-
ucts. "The Australians are crazy
for ngai nuts.” — GEMINI
NEWS

do not '’

many other questions remain
unanswered till now.,

There is, as a matter of [act,
no easy answer to this prob-
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Do | stay with them or leave them behind?

lem. The undertaking is such
that, either the government
supported by the private scc-
tor should show initiative and

come forward, or this country
runs Lthe danger of raising se-
riously phi:::nlly and mentally
malnouris children.
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men in the Eyes
of the Law
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by Rahat Fahmida

The rights of womcn
mh&-lh*i
ol great controversy. There
are scveral statutory laws o
reflect the legal status of
Bangladesh women  Tradi-
lional Mushim Law, Indian Suc-
cession Act of 1928, the Mar-
ried Women's Property Act of
1874 and Mushim Family Laws
Ordinance of 1961 inchading
the constitution of the country
itsell gau

of the legal the de
privation women lcnd Lo

In Bangladesh
also these legal rights are not

assured or .

so0 in the villages.
incquality is based, often, on
the traditional of men
being head of the family and
being more k he
has the ultimate responsibility

of protecting and maintaining

women. Lack ol positive prac-
tice of women's legal rights,
whatever they be, is not
only adverscly aflecting their
lcgal status in the [amilics but
al the national level as well.

The
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KATHMANDU: Parental
property virtually never passcs
on to daughters, only to sons.

Disaflection over this
inequitous inheritance system

is now being voiced by the

small segment of Nepali
women who arc educated and
enlightcned.

The law on property should
be changed, the women feel,
in view of recent political de-
velopments notably the dc-
throning of the monarchical
autocracy and the institution of
constitutional democracy.

One who feels strongly
about the law giving equal
trcatment to women and men,
as well as to races, castes and
religions, is Padma Sakya. Ms.
Sakya tcaches at the University
of Tribhuvan and is Education
Director at the Centre for
Women and Development here.

Ms. Sakya notes that a
woman gets a share of the
parental property only il shc
does not get married by age
35. But should she marry later,
she has to rcturn the property
to her brothers, who share it
equally and who often hold it
in common ownership. This
has happened to a cousin of
hers, says Ms. Sakya.

Moves are afoot to change
the law, led by prominent
women and their organisa-
tions. Among them are politi-
cians like Sadhana Pradhan (an
outstanding fighter in the pro-
democracy movement and a

'-"Einilter in the interim gov-

by Mallika Wanigasundara

ernment), the popular Nepal
Women's Association, univer-
sity teachers, government offi-
cials, social workers and Lhose
active: in non-governmendtal
groups.

"We hope to organise a fo-
oqum soon to agitale for prop-
erty rights [or women, advo-
cate a more participatory rele
for women in development,
education for women and so
on,” says Ms.Sakya. )

Shisham Mishra, a univer-
sity student and volunteer
worker for the Forum on the
Protection of Human Rights, is
sharply critical of how the law
works to the advantage of
greedy male siblings. Even if
parcnis want to give some
properly to their daughters,
the sons often do not allow it,
she says.

Ms. Mishra qualifies that
her own brothers are "not like
that.” But the law as it is sim-
ply does not give women any-
thing to fall back on.

The inequity becomes cven
more pronounced in the case
of pecasant and working class
women, who make up the vast
majority. They have no aware-
ness of their rights, have no
time to think of such altcr a
long day ol drudgery which is
repeated for practically all
their lives, says Ms.Sakya.

Nepal's literacy ratc is
around 34 per cent and her
per capita income is US$160.
The country is classified as
least developed, and 85 to 90

per ccnt of its people live in
villages.

" Nepall women arc gripped
by a glaring contradictlion, says
Ms, Sakya. "We worship a living

-- a girl-child who is
picked at five ycars of age,
lives in the Kumari temple un-
til she is 12 and is worshipped
by all Hindus and Buddhists.”

This girl represents divine
power, but has not been able to
help the cause of women (n

Nepal, says Ms. Sakya.

the parcntal property, so she
is presumed to be comlortably
off

To the women's counter ar-
gument that wives enjoy the
income from the property but
not its ownership, Mr. Upreti
countered that the system in
fact gives women an advantage

in marriage.

Rather than bride ms
going around in scarch of
women with Lthe largest

dowrics, it is the other way

Spurred by the spirit of the democratic

movement, women in Nepal are geari

to

agitate for the reform of law inimical to

their gender

A silver lining in this tradi-
tion is that no prospective
husband could demand a
dowry, as they do in India.
Thus no bride would have to
suffer gruesome rcpercussions
il her parents failed to deliver.

The rationale bechind
Ncpal's property rights system
was cxplained by Bharat
Upreti, a lawyer who took a
prominent part in the pro-
democracy movement. The
system of inheritance by sons
is to prevent the property
from passing into other hands.

At the same time, the daughter
who marries gets a husband
who already has his share of

around. "Husbands are in the
market and they have to prove
their worth and their ability to
maintain a family,” he says.

In the case of an unhappy
marriage, the wifc has the
protcction of the law to some
extent. If she has been married
for lﬁlyearn and is over 35
years ol age, she can seck di-
vorce and get hall of her hus-
band's property.

Mr. Uprcti said that Nepal's
new Conslitution assures equal
protection regardiess of race,
religious caste or gender. Any
law which is discriminatory
and goes against the spirit of
the Constitution will lapse
within one ycar and will have
to be replaced with a new one,

Vincent Kimuli,
year-old Ugandan civil
scrvant, to make ends mcet.
Ilc has joined the promising
"xcrograzing milk cow”
scheme introduced by the
rcgional diocese of the Roman
Catholic Church of Uganda.
Kimuli is supporting a fam-
ily of six with a quarter o: an
acre of land and one Fri.sian
cross-brced milk cow. The
cow brings a net monthly in-
come of 27,000 Uganda
shillings ($48)—almost ten
times Kimulil's government
Bald-headed and stocky, the

Imft-spukm Kimuli is now the

envy of his fellow civil servants
in the arca ol Kitenga village,
80 miles southwest ol Kam-
pala—including those in higher
salary brackets.

The huge cow, white with
black spots on its thighs, was
lent to Kimuli eight month
ago under the programme of
the Masaka Diocesan Develop-
ment Organisation (MADDO).

The project, run under the
theme of "a poor man's short-
cut to selfl -reliance,” was initi-

| ated in Masaka diocese two

with the help of West
?mﬁcrmnm(:nﬂmﬂu who donated
young Friesian bulls. The bulls
are airlifted to Uganda to ser-
vice local breeds to produce

superior milking cows.

‘How Vincent and Family
Live off Their Cash Cow

A West German charitable
organisation, MISEREOR, col-

lects bulls from donors and

flies them free to charge,

Kitenga was one of ten vil-
lages selecled in the districts

of Masaka and Rakai to try the
project on an expeﬂntntg ba-
sis before it is spread to the
rest of the diocese. Kimuli was
selected chairman of Kitenga's
nine-man committee to
administer the project.

Every village selects a
committee of [armcrs whe
agree to accept other project
members irrespective of their

religious affiliation or political
beliefs.

To qualily, farmers must
have a plot of land, fodder or
grass for the animal and a cow-
shed. Members must pay for
membership, a renovation fee
and maintenance of the bull.

Dr Jackson Mukasa, veteri-
narian in charge of the
scheme at MADDO uar-
ters in Masaka town, explained
that it was better to bring live
bulls to Uganda than to
frozen semen for breeding.

He added: "For artificial in-
semination, you necd sure re-

sa
farmers could take advantage
of the pro lo raise
yiclds. The
introduce dairy farmi
small scale to familics not be-
fore involved.

frigeration and exact t to
have the nest results is
not necessary when you have a
Friscian bull at hand.”

The bulls are imported

while still young so they can
grow up in local conditions
and get used to the climate. -

Musaka said many local

t milk
F:tlunt aimed to
ng on a

In such cases, MADDO givcs

a cross-breed cow o a mem-

commitliee

NEPAL LOOKS FOR REVISED LAWS

he said.

lie also cautioned against
drastic change. Certain casics
conscrvalive and in-

ing lo enter a university, once
worked as an anthropologist's
assistant and has a somcwhat
different vicw about women's
position in socicty. :

"I worked in the villages
and found that women do have
a greal say in family aflairs,
(contrary to) what is generally
belicved. People have a wrong
pereeption about these rights
and privileges. We should not
try to impose them on women
overnight within a modern
framework,” she says.

it should be a gradual pro-
cess wilthin traditional pat-
terns, she adds.

Ms. Chadda has a different
problem. Born of an Indian fa-
ther and a Nepali mother, she
has no na ty although she
and her family live in Nepal.

She could obtain an Indian

passport, but she doecs not
want lo do so. "1 have lived all

my life in Nepal, | am Nepall
and want to remain onc,” she

Says.

She is in cffect an Indian ef-
tizen and does not necd a visa
to live in Nepal. But, she poinis
out, “it affects my chances of
cntry into the universily,
among olther malters.”
Depthnews Women's.

ber on loan and provides [ree
medicine, treatment and train-

ing.

Mukasa said: "The snag is

that we are faced with the
roblem of purchasing cross-
reed milk animals. On the
other hand, we do/not want lo
rush.

"The imporied bulls and the
cross-breed cows delicale and
expensive. We want Lo
lcarn gradually as the of
the scheme is spread through-
out the diocese. So far the pro-
ject is promising in Kilenga
village.”

Some have notl been as suc-
cessful as Kimuli with their
borrowed cows. One 60-year-
old widow has been gelling
much less milk from her cow.
Mukasa blamed poor produc-
tion on misma ment. The
cow was nol getting enough
food because the woman's
granddaughters refused (o
help, considering it beneath
their dignity to carry grass and
clean the cowshed.

For Kimuli, the arrival of
the cash cow has been a boon,

lie gets four and a hall litres of
milk each [rom Lhe cow,
which he i on maize and
lodder

With better leed the cow
mu:lkrmduﬂt up o 12 litres,
he . As it is, each litre pro-
duced. brings Shs 2,000

(nearly $4).



