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Need for a Science Policy

Al a time when experts from various flelds have
been offering new ideas for the development of
the country, ideas which we all hope will receive
the attention of the new elected government in
due course, it is only natural that scientists of
Bangladesh should also come forward to state
their case for the much-needed rethinking in
their field.

There is no doubt at all that such a rethinking
is absolutely necessary, the kind of rethinking
that paves the way for careful planning, if the
country is to deal with manifold problems facing
this field. In the first place, there is wide-spread
frustration among scientists, old and young, In
the country, which provides one of the reasons
for continuous brain drain from esh,
There are also questions asked about the quality
of science education in the as well as
about the level of research at the university stage.
Again, are we doing a reasonable job in using the
results of our applied research in the country's
industrial field, in agriculture or in medical insti-
tutions? Where does Ba stand in relation
to the transfer of technology from developed

countries?

These are all important and complex questions.
If we are to tackle them in a systematic manner,
instead of treating them in an ad hoc way,
Bangladesh should first formulate a science and
technology policy, a policy that not only lays the
foundation of a new t in this field but also
provides for a framework for the eflective
implementation of the policy itsell. In a two-part
series, just published by this paper, Dr Anwar
Hossain, a noted scientist of this country, has ar-
gued why one of the priorities of the elected gov-
ernment should be to formulate this national
science policy and explained what kind of struc-
ture should be brought into being in support of
such a . He has covered the two areas in
substantive details.

Obviously, no single scientist, even of the
stature of Dr Hossain, can possibly provide all the
answers to questions raised here or, for that mat-
ter, in the minds of intellectuals in Bangladesh.
Therefore, it is important for the authorities to
set up high-powered study group to look into all
aspects of the situation and to make necessary
recommendations to the authorities.

The political liberation that the country has
earned through the fall of an authoritarian
will lose much of its meaning il we fail to free our
creative energies from bondage, bureaucratic and
authoritarian, and put them to use in the field of
national development. In the case of science,
there is the additional need to that the
modernisation of our 8ociety essentially depends

on the development of a scientific aﬁpmach to
ences the

our every-day life, an approach that
thinkjng of our teenagers as much as it deter-

mines the behaviour of our adult population.

Hence, just to give one example, the introduction
of computers in a school classroom changes more
than just the curriculum. Like all other develop-
countries, Bangladesh has no choice but to
this road, the starting point of which may

well be the formulation of a science and technol-

ogy policy for the country.

Peace on the Campus

Gunshots rang out on Dhaka University campus
on Sunday night. And it continued for several
hours. This probably would not have merited
much of a comment six or seven months ago,
especially as, mercifully, there were no casualties.

But things are supposed to be diflerent now.
Ershad and his regime have long fallen from
power; parliamentary elections have been held in
a remarkably peaceful and [ree manner. Tensions,
bred by an oppressive atmosphere, that caused
tempers to flare and patience to snap, are no
longer there. Democracy, for which tolerance is a
precondition, is making a tentative return to the
country. In that context, return of peace to the
campus was not only desired, it was positively
expected. Sunday night shattered the illusion. But
why? :

Current wisdom holds that two groups of
"mastans” decided to take recourse to bullets
after words failed them during an argument. As
often happens the battle spread from hall to hall.
Another line of thought suggests that this is
merely an exercise to gain control of various halls
of residence.

Either way, this is a most unfortunate and dan-
gerous development. What eflect it will have on
the All-Parly Students Unity (APSU) remains to
be seen. For the present, consensus among APSU
components on its 10-point demand, including
trial of Ershad and establishment of a government
accountable to a sovereign parliament, appears to
be holding. Student unity through APSU — what-
ever the issues — has been instrumental in keep-
ing the campus atmosphere peaceful and con-
ducive to educational pursuits since the fall of
Ershad. But what happens when the bind is gone,
and old party political divisions resurface?

Sunday's battle has reminded us all that ten-
sions remain below the surface, and it does not
take much to light the fire. And the guns, they
too -are very much in existence. There is no rea-
son to feel smug about the lack of casualties on
Sunday. As long as the gun mentality persists, it's
only a matter of time before a life or two is lost.

Now, with DUCSU elections not too far away, it
is crucial that ‘all components of APSU, together
or separately, keep their unruly elements in
check and allow a sense ol tolerance to take root.
An emphatic rejection of terror is necessary for
campus democracy to flourish, and vital for what
the university was established in the first place —
education.

The Agenda for the Middle

war in the Gulfl finished quickly —

more quickly than most obser-vers
part of the Interna-
s task in the Middle East

led. The first

sistance to the necessary changes in the
Middle East is not going to collapse as sat-
as the resistance of the Iraqi Re-
publican Guard. But we have to be as de-

to collective security, the

history when one member state had been
swallowed by another. The military ma-

chine in has suffered a
feat. Most its
that defeat.

and Iran were active and

ample, from Senegal and Niger in what
called the South,
Czechoslovakia and Romania in what used

used to be

to be called the East.
There are three

Middle East : Gulf security
and Arab/Israel. All three must be tackled
. The six GCC states and Egypt
and Syria, meeting in Damascus on 6
March, made a constructive start by
agreeing new forms of coordination and
cooperation for Gulf securi
| our full support. The details of this agree-

ment have to be hammered out but it is a

imaginatively

serious start.

Arms control is trickier. ‘All states have a
right to sell-defence and therefore a right
to the weapons which they need to ensure
ty and integrity. But a line
must be drawn between legitimate security
requirements and an arms build up which
tens others and leads to a renewed
arms race. Ultimately only stable political
relations in the region can give states the

their sovereign

frigh

N what was the biggest

political assassination in

Sri Lanka in over thirty
ycars, the island's
controversial and colourful
State Minister for Delfense
Ranjan Wijcratne was killed in
a car bomb explosion in
Colombo last March 2.

Mr. Wijeratne (59) was
travelling to his office from his
home in Colombo when his
motorcade was blown up,
killing over 20 others includ-
ing civilians, wounding dozens
more and damaging houses
and buildings in the vicinity.

In a country not unused to
assassinations in the recent
past, Wijeratne's assassination
came as a shock and many felt
it was the biggest since Prime
Minister Solomon Ban-
daranaike was killed way back
in 1960,

The six-loot-tall minister
‘was in many ways a colossus
among the present-day politi-
cians of Sri Lanka. Respected
by many, hated by others, he
was known for his unorthodox
style of speech and equally
unorthodox way of handling
maltters. :

At the time of his death he
held the Cabinet portiolio of
Minister of Plantation Indus-
tries and was in charge of the
country's main export crops—
tca, cocount and rubber. He
was also the chief executive of
the ruling United National
Party (UNP), holding oflice as
its general secretary.

But his major task was as
Minister of State (Deputy Min-
ister) for Defense from where
he led the war against the

Tamil rebels—the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
fighting for a separate state in
the country's north and east—
vowing
(LTTE

that "either 1 will get

his lecader Prab-

particular look different now. The
responded effectively to a challenge

nem:;m took a part in
great cost to themselves, Syria
responsible. The

priorities now for the
, arms control

ty. These have

Kuwait is

making

{1 time in its

de-

from
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confidence to do without vast armfes and
But
~ rs too have a role. The -
lln:nlugl:letmemberl of the Seﬂ?:'t:]'
Council account for 85 per cent of arms
exports. We shall have to discuss the pos-
sibilities of tighter control among
twelve in Europe
viet Union. There are already suppliers
clubs for weapons of mass destruction.
Their rules try
through controls on the export of relevant
tec . We must now work for ways of
e controls more eflective.
Conventional weapons are more diflicult.
Britain already has its own rules, stricter

the
., With the US and the So-

to prevent proliferation

than is often supposed. We need to find on conflicting
ways of distinguishing internationally be-
tween peacelul states whose needs are
defensive, and others who might use new
armaments for aggression. Even where
controls are effective, a country

which does

not like the limits imposed on #t may be

open.

bined

capable of developing its own manufactur-
ing capability. These difficulties require us
to approach the problem with our eyes
They are not a reason to refuse to
approach the problem at all. It cannot be

t to allow again a country like Iraq un-
der Saddam Hussein, with his record and
policies, to accumulate nearly
many tanks as Britain and France com-

Ilwice as

The Arab/Israel problem is trickiest of
all. We can see quite clearly what the end
result should be : The state of Israel
recognised by all her neighbours and exist-
ing behind borders which she feels to be
secure, a Palestinian entity on the West
Bank, perhaps with a special relationship
with Jordan and a special demilitarised

status, the unique importance of Jerusalem
to both people — and several religions —

formally
getiing o this Gestton

The signposts are there
Council Resolutions 242 and 338 — Land

for Peace — plus a

recognition
imate political rights of the Palestinian
people. their right to self-determination.
negotiations between the

But the engine of

€nces.

ened the of

world, through

Hussein's
to take military
unlikely to be as clear cut.

We live in a world of nation states. The
system of order laid down in the UN char-
ter means that security, order and justice
are essentially achieved by interaction be-

ideclogies. The Gulfl crisis
has not resurrected that rivalry. On the
contrary Soviet cooperation was main-
lained despite occasional tactical differ-

the pressures of a real eri-
sis, the US and Soviet Union have deep-
process of ending the cold war.
The Gulf war has shown that can
hope for a period when the nations of the
the United Nations and the
Security Council, will judge international
disputes by objective tests, will do more
prevent disputes and — If those efforts fall
— will be able to enforce the UN's deci-
sions. Because Iraq's aggression against
Kuwalt was blatant and indefensibie, it was
relatively easy to persuade the international
community of the need to reverse Saddam
. eventually of the need
action. Future disputes are

Security
of the legit-
Prevent

]

voluntarily
to gain in strength. We live In a
orderly world, and shall never see com-

plete peace and harmony. But the reversal
of the aggression in the Gull should en-
courage us all to persevere. Britain can no
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greater

proliferation through controls
on the export of relevant technology
must now work for ways
controls more effective.

of making the

pted
rough, dis-

longer impose her own solutions. But be-

cause of our long experience, because of
our recent effort in the Gulf, because of our
partnerships in Europe, with the US, in
the Security Council and In the Middle

tween states. The differences between sys- East, we have the will and the ability to
tems of government within nation stales make a stalwart contribution.

Harold Pieris writes from Colombo

He was known for his unorthodox

matters... He believed people

hakaran’'s) neck or he will get
mine.” »

it was yct not clear as to
who was responsible for the
assassination though the LTTE
is strongly suspected. The
LTTE was not Mr. Wijcratne's
only enemy.

In late 1989 Wijcratne
spcarheaded the successful
crushing ol the Marxist Sinhala
rebel group, the Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna [(JVP)
which had brought the country
to a virtual standstill.

The success of the opera-
tion where many thousands
died endeared Wijeratne to the
victims of JVP violence but at
the same time made him a
hated figure among JVP sym-
pathisers,

Wijeratne  entered the
higher echelons of politics
when he took over the helm of
the ruling party as its chair-
man in 1988 alter the JVP as-
sassinated his predecessor and
there were no takers for the
job. Later on in the year when
the party's general secretary
was also killed, he took that
job, too.

His latest offensive was
against South Asian casino
King Joe Sim who was de-
ported from Sri Lanka in Jan-

A planter by profession, he
was a Colonel in the Sri Lanka
Army's Volunteer Force. He
had declared that he never en-
tered politics earlier because
"he had no money" and that
he believed people should not
enter politics to make money.
Wijeratne was widely believed
to be a man of integrity while
being outspoken and ruthless.

He was also the govern-
ment's official spokesman ad-
dressing the press corps once
a week. His press conferences
were lively aflairs with him
throwing bouquets and brick-
bats at news rs and jour-
nalists, attacking Indian ofli-
cials at one time, and praising
them at another.

One of his last onslaughts
was against ragging of new en-
trants in the country's univer-
sities. Just two weeks ago he
issued detention orders under
emergency regulations against
students suspected of being
involved in ragging and de-
clared that the country's uni-
versities "may as well be
transformed into warchouses”
if discipline cannot be main-
tained.

For the country's armed
forces, Ranjan Wijeratne was
their inspirational leader in
their wars against both the
JVP and LTTE. He toured the
[rontlines, and vowed "to fol-
low the LTTE wherever they

go.

Mr. Wijeratne's killing came
aller the government began a
fresh offensive - against the
LTTE in the Madhu area in the
north on February 28. An-
nouncing the government's in-
tention to wipe out the LTTE
camps in the area, Mr. Wijer-
atne said the rmment had
ordered 9,600 refugees in the
area to move away pending the
attack.

There has been a resur-
gence of LTTE activity in the
North and east. The previous
weck the LTTE ambushed and
killed 45 soldiers in Mannar
and on February 27 six more

style of speech and equally unorthodox way of handli
should not enter politics to make money. l

soldicrs were killed
comalee.

Mr. Wijeratne's assassina-
tion may mean that the
lorces have lost : ira-
tional leader whe ‘them
to the hilt at all times. As to
who will provide that leader-
ship remains to be seen and
will depend on the naming of
Wijcratne's successor by Presi-
dent Ranasinghe Premadasa.

At the time when the gov-
ernment was asking refugees
from the Northern and East-
ern Province who fled to other
areas in Sri Lanka and also to
India to return to their homes,
Wijeratne's death will be a set-
back for the rehabilitation plan
of the government.

in Trin-

The last car bomb attack in
Colombo took place in Novem-
ber 1987, and the LTTE was
belicved to be responsible.
Since then there have been no
such attacks although there
was JVP-related violence
which was abated by December
1989. With relative peace in
the country , tourism has re-
vived.

For President Premadasa
and the government, too, Mr.
Wijeratne's loss is a huge blow.
It was he who held the ruling
party organisation togcther
during the height of the JVP
attacks on it and loudly dcfied
the JVP,

President Premadasa
posthumously promoted Mr.
Wijeratne to the rank of
"General” paying tribute to Mr.
Wijeratne's efforts to "preserve

the sovereignty, unity and ler-
ritorial integrity of the coun-
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Sir, Reading is one of
the best hobbies which
man can cultivate. Not only
does it give him informa-
lion, it also helps him to
improve his language.

We all should try to de-
velop this habit in our
leisure time. But while
chosing the books, we must
be very careful. The books
while helping us to pass
our time should also be of
certain standard. The
books should help us to
combine leisure with use-
fulness. That also should be
easy reading as well as in-
teresting.

Of course, then the
question of time comes in.
Those of us who do a job,
or have small children to
look after, seem to be very
tired at the end of the day.
So even if we do want to,
we cannot spend our time
reading.

But there is a famous
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saying "if there is a will,
there is a way”. So no mat-
ter how busy we are, if we
really want, we must be
able to dedicate some of

our valuable time to reading
each day.

Roxana Jabeen
Dhanmondi.

- Quota for women

Sir, Indian woman have
demanded 30 per cent
seats both in the areas of
politics as well as jobs.

This is a good and useful
demand, as long as women
are concerned. India being
the largest democracy in
world, if women there are
able to achieve even this
much, it will not only be
an example but the
beginning of a ray of hope
for women in other third
world countries as well.

Women are exploited by
and large in most of the

countries of the world.
More so in the Third World

countries. So any endeavour
from any quarter, in the
direction of providing any
right to women, should be
lauded.

We hope this will
eventually lead to better
and fruitful results. No
country can progress until
and unless the other half of
the population also con-
iributes to it's working
force.

Shams Huq
Narinda, Dhaka.

Polythene bags
Sir. The production of
polythene shopping bags
has brought a revolution.
These disposable bags not
only help save space but at
the same time also help
save money. Because, these
bags are much cheaper and
can be easily folded and

stored in a small place.

They are most popular
with housewives as wh-
enever one goes to a
market, there is a chance
that the seller of any item
will give her a [ree
polythene bag free to carry
the thing he is selling. So
there is a bag free for her,
everytime she is buying
something.

There can be no joy,

than getting anything f[ree,
be it a cheaper polythene
bag or a costlier curio. This

|l am sure eve e will
agree with me. But the of

late mass production of
polythene bag in our

country has also led to
deterioration of its quality.

are not the same as
were before in sustenance
or with holding capacity.
The producers must pay
attention here too.

Kalabagan. Dhaka.

IEInnghduhi

try.” The chicf of police has
been ordered to personally
head the investigations into
Wijeratne's death.

President Premadasa called
Mr. Wijcratne "a great hero
who fought to protect the
country [rom terrorism and
fear hosis.”

declared

government

OPINION
Manpower Import and
Muslim Ummabh

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia
have extended assurance for
taking Bangladeshi manpower,
including the Bangladeshi
employees who re-
turned home in the wake o
the outbreak of Gull war. We
are anxiously awaiting fulfil-
ment of their sincere assur-
ance.

Twenty per cent of
Bangladeshi manpower en-
gaged in Kuwait was hired by
the Kuwait Govt, and rest by
the private co . Most of
these companies could not set-
tle back to Kuwait and restart
normal functioning as yet, as
they are still scattered in Saudi
Arabia and other places. At this
juncture our Ambassador in
Kuwait, Foreign Ministry, and
the Ministry of Labour & Man-
power necd to keep constant
watch on re-activising of those
private companies/firms in
Kuwait and help in out
the bottlenecks f[aced by our
people in rejoining their pre-
vious respective private em-
ployers.

The Kuwait Govt. has given
contract for re-construction of
that war ravaged country to
100 contractors including the
British and American firms. It
is time for the Bangladeshi
business and the Gowvt
to manipulate and manage sub
contracts, particularly from
the Dritish or Americans, who
appreciated our attitude, stand
and policy towards the just
cause of Kuwait. That effort can
open a positive avenue to the

tiecs” the Sudanis, Yemenis
even Palestinians and Jordani-
ans had to quit Saudi Arabia
with no hope of recent return.
To All up the resultant vacuum
and to absorb the war shock
Saudi Arabia also needs sub-
stancial number of workers.
In various deals and on dif-
ferent occasions it has been
observed, the ve word
"Muslim Ummah/Muslim
brotherhood™ proved to be a
service. Bangladesh inspite
being a Muslim country and
hwtﬁupmduur the
world, contract of supply-
ing jute bags o Saudi Arabia
went o other country. Again,
Bangladesh, inspite of a

" An Island's Trauma: Wijeratne's Killing

March 6 a public holiday to
mark Wijeratne's f(uneral,
which was held at Colombo's
Independence Square, a rare
honour normally reserved for
the country's leaders or reli-
glous prelates.

For President Premadasa
and his ment as wcll as
for the people of Sri Lanka,
JRanjan Wijeratne's killing is a
traumatic reminder that peace
is yet to return and that no
part of this island is yet com-
pletely safe for her people.

= Asia

thickly populated country hav-
ing a variety of skilled, semi-

skilled, un-skilled manpower,
major portion of recruitment

takes place iIn nun—Hulllml

countries.

in this respect | would re-
quest the manpower importing
Muslim countries for executing
some procedures and meth-
ods, vﬁhh may prove that the |
word "Muslim Ummah" is not
mere a lip-service, rather it is
very much meaningful in prac-
tice. My humble suggestions
are as follows: l

1) For man recruit-
ment by the Muslim countries
foremost preference and
priority should go to the
Muslim manpower exporting
countries.

2) Non-Muslims should be I
given preference, only when
the required qualified employ
ecs are not available in man-
power exporting Muslim coun-
tries

3) The number of personnel
for importing should be de-
cided fonate to the ra-
tio of population of respective
manpower exporting Muslm
countries.

4) For discharging same
amount of work of same quality |
., remuneration,
facilities also should be the
same for from Mus- |
lim world and Lhose from a de-

Probashi-o-Protiagoto




