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Housewife beaten
to death for

dowry
From Our Correspondent

March rr:n%
wife was killed by her
under Shar-

in Babnipur village
ishabar! upazila of the district.
The victim Halima Begum
(25) was married to Abdul
Mazid a few years back on an
ment that a lump sum
amount will be to Mazid
as dowry. He started demand-
ing money from tUime to time
and torturced Halima since
after marriage resulting in fre-

quent quarrecls.
One day when Halima re-

fused to bring money from her
fathcr she was bealen to

death by her husband.
A case has been filed with

the local police.
NANDAIL

Scarcity of fish
From Our Correspondent

March 17: Acule scarcity of
fishes are prevailing at Nandail
sharp rise in prices. As

a result, the poor buyers are
unable to purchase [ishes to
meel the neccssity of their

families.

It is learnt thatl most of koi,
shing, m.ll‘lndﬂlﬂﬂlhﬂ
were ru as “ulcerative syn-
drome” has broken out in dif-
ferent canals, beels and
ditches of Nandail upazila for
the last three months.

No initiative has been taken
to combat the situation by local

fishery department.
PABNA
Revolver recovered

From Our Correspondent
March 17: Atghoria police

recovered a country-made re-
volver and five rounds of am-
munition from the house of

Ramjan Al of the village -

Kumeraser recently. _
Ac on a sccret informa-
tion, raided the housc

| Division was present
as the chief guest.

COMILLA
Institute for child,
family development
_inaugurated
From Our Correspondent

March 17: An Institute for

function at

roundup

KHULNA

Dacoits loot goods
worth Tk 70,000

March 17: Armed miscre-
ants looted worth about
Tk 70,000 from a house of a
businessman at Benu Nabu
road here, police sald today,

UNB.

A group of armed dacoits
knocked door of the house
of the businessman Jinnat Ali
after dusk recently. When the
housewife opened the door the
dacoits entered the room,
looted gold ornaments and
valuables at gun point and de-
camped with the booties.

Criminal activitics like rob-
bery, hijack and thelt are on
rise here in recent days due to

inadequate vigilance of law en-
forcing agencics, local people

alleged.

1245 certificate
cases filed

Bangladesh Krishi Bank
filed 1245 certificate casecs
against the defaulting larmers
to realise outstanding loan of
Taka 6.7 1 crore.

Bank sources said the loans
were disbursed through its 19
branches to augment agricul-
tural and fish production of the
distriet.

Of the total loans, about one
fourth amount has been lying
outstanding with loanees living
in the city, the sources added.

it may be mentioned here
that out of nine upazilas of the
district maximum amount ol
unrcalised loan has been lying
with loances of Terokheda,
Phultala, Rupsa and Digholia

draught and other calamitics

during the last fcw years.
They urged the authoritics
to extend time to repay the
and grant new loans to

Bamna plagued

with problems

March 17 : Bamna upazila ol
the district has been plagued
with manifold problems due
to lack of the civic amenitics,
rcports UNB.

Mosl roads are narrow and
uneven. Potholes have been
developed at many points pos-
ing threat to pedestrians and
vchicular movement.

Waler remains stagnanl on

the roads afler a slight rainfall
causing much inconveniences

to the travellers.

Roadside ditches, (filled
with fliths and ., are
notl cleaned regularly. Thesc
have turned as the ideal
breeding centres of
mosquitocs.

The conservancy service in
the town is also not satisfac-

tory. Bad system and
kuichha latrines arc posing
health hazard.

MAGURA

Public toilets
needed

March 17: Absence of pub-
lic Wwilets here in the town has
been causing great inconve-
nicnces to the common péople
coming from far llung arcas
for various purposes, reports
UNB.

The shopkeepers, small
iraders, vendors and cus-
tomers arc compelled to re

spond to the call of nature in
roadsides and drains polluting
the environment ol the town

With the risc in population
in the town areas health and
sanitation problems havce be-
come aculc Heaps of garbages
arc du beside the town
roads emitting bad odour Most
roads are in deplorable condi-
tdon In the absence of rcpair
work. Walers remain stagnani
on the roads causing problem
to the peopie

Town dwellers time and
again appealed o the munici
pal authoritics t© set up public
toficts, reconstruct roads and
provide them with basic
amenitics but no action has
yet been taken in this regard

Separate ministry for
FP demanded

District Family Planning

employces brought out a pro-
ceasion in the town Thursday

demanding scparate ministry

Later a mecting was held in
this connection with
Director of the district

Fami Planning In

BARISAL: Two conteatants, in 'dress as you like' event symbolising a pop

________

% :
3 e
= O 5

i 1 v i il

......

ular theme

‘democracy against autocracy’ at the annual athletic meet of Sher-e-Bangla Medical College

held recently.

Pre-polls political commitment

—Star photo.

Rajbari-Bhatiapara
train communication
snapped

FARIDPUR, Mar i7: Thou-
sands of passengers and
traders were stranded here as

train communication between
Rl!lhlrl and Bhatia was
suddenly snapped %::ldly,
reports UNB.

"The service on the route
came to a halt this moming
when the local guard samity

refused to run E.:;,- with-
out a pro ! A
Whtpnf:ked they said, "We

were compelled to stop the
service as train journey be-
came risky without a proper
guard boggy.” H r authori-
ties for last six months had
been assuring them to provide
guard brakes but none arrived

so far, they alleged.

Railway authority of the
wll]:lttrn z?ne t:'adidﬁ r:kutthtg
sno ol gua £
guardrtnﬁ could not be at-
tached with the train. They
said they were expecting to

receive some repaired ones
SOOTL

mﬂﬂhat;apm is the nearest
s n irom Go , &
trading centre m !‘:giolziw

stands on way to loan recovery

.From Our Correspondent

THAKURGAON, March 17:
Non-availability of loan, high
price of chemical fertilizers,
scnmlzﬂnl‘ diesel, frequent
power [aflure and non-paymcent
of su ne bills to the farm-
ers by the Thakurgaon Sugar
Mills Lid, is hindering cultiva-
tion particularly the Irri-Boro
in Thakurgaon Sadar, Pirganj,
Haripur, Bal and Ranis-
ankail upazilas under Thakur-
gaon district, it is alleged.

The Rajshahi Krishi Un-
nayan Bank at Thakurgaon
fixed a target of short term
loan disbursements including
crop production loan, through
12 branches under the Region
al Taka two crore 93 lakh dur-
ing the current fiscal year. But

the bank here could not lend
10 per cent of its target due Lo
shortage of fund, it is lcarnt.
Amount of loan per acre incase
high yiclding variety has bcen
fixed at Taka 4,675.

Farmers, in this peak time
of Irri-Boro cultivation are not
getting credit facilities [rom
the bank branches, it is al-
leged. |

When contacted, a bank of-
ficial told this correspondent,
due to pre-election commit-
ment made by the political
parties to exempt principal
agriculture loan together with
interest up to Taka 5,000 and
interest upto Taka 10,000,
even the willful defaulters are
relue- tant  to repay their

loans. M&renvcr. the borrowers
thos¢ who had a credit of over
Taka 10 thousands, don't pay

the overducs. Rather th
rcplied ‘the bank officials, it

us sce, what the new govern-
ment to their pre-election
commitment regarding agri-
culture loans.

"As a result, at present, no
recovery is made and the
branches are runniang with
fund exhaustion.

Chemical fertilizers are be-
ing sold at a high price ==¢
there is not lixed retail price,
diesel is being sold in the rural
markcts and upazila headquar-
ters at Taka 18 per litre,
which is beyond the purchas-
ing capacity of the users.

‘Power disruption at every
now and then in Thakurgaon
has become a regular feature
hampering irrigation.

Besides, hundreds of [arm-
ers are not getting their ducs

on account of the prices ol
their sugarcane that they had
supplied to the Thakurgaon
Sugar Mills Ltd. The amount of
such dues stands at Taka three

Crorc.

Sugar
crore are lying unsold which
led to the miseries to the
farmers.'

Farmers urged the authori-
tics concerned to pay their
sugarcane price without fur-
ther delay.

Pilferage of diesel at
mid river rampant

PABNA, March W7: Pillerage
of [uel oil is rampant ameong
the employees ol Bangladesh
Inland Water Transport Au-
thority (BIWTA) on Nagarbari
Aricha rout.

it is alleged that some dis-
honest employees of BIWTA
arc pilicring a large numbcr of
lucl oil barrels and extort ferry
passcngers who travel withou®
tickets.

According to a report, about
200 coaches and 300 trucks
from north and south zoncs of
the country cross the Jamuna
river by ferry services daily

From A Correspondent

Besides, 10,000 coach passen-
gers and 5000 travcllers also
avail this ferry service. But only
25 to 30 per cent passengers
have valid tickets. Somc dis-
honest persons take ({llegal
gralification [rom the unautho-
rised passcngers and help
them escape.

This illegal activitices is
helping the unscrupulous stall
to earn necarly six lakh Taka
per month, causing heavy loss
lo BIWTA.

Upper class passengers are
the most suflfers. The ticket-
less passengers rush in higher

classes depriving bonalfide pas-

sCngers.
Some ol them play cards.
Frequently they harass fe-

male passengers.
Moreover, at least 500 gal-

gallons of fuel oil from ferries |

change hands everyday from
the ferries at midstream and
arc sold in black markets.

According to reliable
sources, there is a close con-
tact between the smugglers
and the employces of BIWTA.

People urged the con-
cerned authorities to take im-
mediate steps to stop such il-
legal activities.

Primary education in

Madaripur hampered

MADARIPUR, March |t6:
The primary education In
Madaripur district is being
hampered due to manifold
problems.

According to Infarmed
sources, absence of library, toi-
lcts, accommodation, shortage
of teachers, pure drinking wa-
ter, play ground first. Aid ar-
rangements and furniture have
affected the smooth function-
ing of the schools of the dis-
triet.

There are 485 primary
schools in the district. Most
schools are faced with various
problecms with the increasing
member of students most
schools have no playground
and tubcwells. As a result, the

From Our Correspondent
students have to drink impure

waler.

Some schools have no re-
quired number of benches.
Students of those schools are
compelled to sit on the floor.
Some schools have neither
black board nor other appli-
ances.

Students saild many classes
go without teacher. New
tcachers are not being taken to

fill up the vacant posts.
n a tcam of local unit
Jatlya Sangbadik Sangstha vis-
fted some schools in the rural
arcas found some teachers ab-
senl during class hour.
Some school have no toilet
and urinals causing much sul-
fering to the

students.

The guardians urged the
concerned authorities to take
proper step in this regard.

Construction work of pri-
mary school buildings in the
light southern districts at a
cost of Taka 7 crore is going
on in full swing.

According to an oflicial
source, 24 school buildings
are under construction in
Madaripur, 24 in Gapalgonj,
29 in Shariatpur, 25 in Jha-
lakati, 24 in ., seven in
Patuakhali, 32 in and
46 in Barisal district.

Ninety per cent work om
the project had already been
completed. The rest will be
done soon, the source said.

Butchers
slaughter

sick cattle

MADARIPUR, March 17:
Sick cattleheads are being
slaughtered indiscriminately in
the slaughter house of the mu-
nicipality here, consumers al-
leged, reports UNB.

Witnesses said, beefs of sick
animals are being sold in local
markets at a comparatively
lower prices causing serious
health hazards.

Mentionable that here are
no arrangements in the munic-

‘ipality to examine the animals

before slaughtering which is a
prerequisite for the safety of
the consumers.

Local people have urged the
authorities to take action
against this malpractice and
save the consumers [rom

health hazards.

Ration goods
at

Rice and wheat sanctioned
under Palli Rationing System
are being sold in black mar-
kets in four u las of the
district, local people alleged.

Some dishonecst dealers of
Sadar, Rajoir, Kalkini and
Shibchar upazilas are allegedly
involved in misappropriation of
food .

government has fixed
the price of rice at Tk 7.34
per for sal¢ in the ration
shops. But one kg of ration rice
is being sold between Taka 10
and 11 in open markets.

Criminal
killed

BOGRA, Mar 17: Abdul

. & notorfous criminal,
mrnhm-dd;ywlt.nﬁ

Friday by some miscreants
near Fatki bridge, five miles off
from the town, police said, re-
ports UNB.
The

was sent to
for autopsy and a case

morgue

connection
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Chief of the Naval Staff Rear Admiral Amir Ahmed Mustafa t.nkir;g uluu:t the passing out parade of a
baich of new entry sailers of the Bangladesh Navy at BNS Shaheed Moazzam at Kaptai on Thursday last.

—ISPR photo

worth about Taka 30
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_Political "scénel”
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Corruption charge

against JP leader

KISHOREGANJ, Mar 17:
The Kishoreganj unit of Jatiya
Parly urged the central lcaders
to take action against Alamgir
Hossain, General Secretary of
party's district unit for misap-
propriating 50 tons of wheat
and 100 bundles of corrugated
iron sheet, reports UNB.

The executive committee of
the unit in a meeting held re-
cently also urged to take action
against the Secretary for
working against JP candidate
Abdul Hannan Molla during the
last parliamentary elections.

The meeting called on the
JP central committee to form
a convening committee dis-
solving the party's existing dis-
trict committee immediately.

12 lose security

money

BSS from Thakurgaon adds:
Twelve candidates in three
constituencies of Thakurgaon
district have lost their security
money in the recent parlia-
mentary elections.

District election office said,
23 candidates contested the
parliamentary polls in three
constituencies of the district.

Twelve candidates of differ-
ent political parties lost their

security money.
Siraj accorded
reception

3SS from Tangail adds: A
reccplion was accorded to Mr

Shahjahan Shiraj, MP-elect
from Kalihati on Saturday at

Kalthati College play ground.

Mr Shafiqul Islam presided
over the meeting. In his
speech Mr. Shiraj stressed the
need for forming a Juktalfront
Government to overcome the
present political crisis as well
as to eliminate the on-going
mismanagement in economic
sectors.

He said that as the leader of
the majority party Begum
Khaleda Zila should find out a
way to solve the present con-
stitutional crisis so that the
earned democracy could be

safeguard.
4 AL leaders

expelled

PABNA, Mar 17: Four lcad-
ers of Iswardi upazila Awami
League were expelled from the
party in a meeting of the dis-
trict unit held Friday, reports
UNB.

According to a senior mem-
ber of the district Awami
League, the expelled leaders
are: Shamsur Rahman Ditu,
President of Iswardi upazila
Awami Leagué, Salahuddin,
Organising Secretary of
Iswardi Pourashava, Panna
Sarder and Tutul Biswas.

They were expelled flor
anti-party activities and other
scrious allegations, party
sources said. -

Govt. urged to send

returnees to Kuwait soon
From Our Correspondent

SYLHET, March 17 :
Khondokar Abdul Malik BNP
MP-clected from Sylhet in a
slatement urged the Acting
President to make immediate
arrangements for sending the
Kuwait returnces back to their

Khondokar who is also the
Vice-Chairman of the BNP

Central Committee further
urged the government to be
more active and intensive to
provide job opportunities for
the people of Bangladesh.

According to the experts,
there are over 20,000 retu-
rnees in Sylhet alone who have
been responsible for a yearly
remittance of over Taka 125
crores.

Mecanwhile, a joint meeling

of the Makkah-Madina Hefazat
Committce and Heotya-Raha-
jani~-Julum-Pratirodh
Commiittee accused the gover-
nment of demanded doing
nothing for rehabilitation of
returnecs and appropriate
steps to rehabdilitate the ret-
urnees till they could be sent
back to their jobs.

Speakers in the mecting
regretted that compared to

other governments our gover-
nment had not moved
adequately to explore the job
avenues while other govern-
micnts in Asia are fast moving
to export manpower to Kuwait.
The meeting was presided
over by Haji Moulul lHussain of
South Surma.

Civic amenities Iin
Narail absent

From Our Correspondent

NARAIL, Mar 17: The resi-
dents of Narail Pourasabha are
deprived of minimum civic
facilities.

They are deprived of facili-
ties due to absence of proper
drainage system, scarcity ol
pure drinking water, inade-
quate street lights, recre-
ational facilities and deplorable
condition of roads.

The waste water remains
logged in the drains. Besides,
the waste water is thrown in
the Chhitra river which flows
by the side of the town. Most
of these drains remain [illed
with [ilth, hyacinth and
garbages which are cleaned
very rarely. As a result there
have turned into mosquite
breeding centres.

Due to reckless dumping of
garbages the environment is
getting polluted. On the other
hand rcoplt of the town are
compelled to use this impure
river water.

The drinking water
piptlines cover only a few
miles area of the pourasabha
and people of other areas are
deprived of this facilities. The
hand tubewells cannot fulfil
the minimum need as most of
the tubewells are out of order.

Alter upgradation to a dis-
trict the town bas been ex-
tended. Establishment of vari-
ous government and non-gov-
ernment olfices have taken
place but nothing tangible has
been done te improve the
health and sanitation.

Morcover, the electric lines
provided are not sullicient.
Most of the electric poles are
without bulbs. As a resull large

arcas of the town remain

plunged into darkness.

School building
The Narail Victoria
Collegiate High School named
alter Queen Victoria is rarely
helped by the government
since 1978 and is beset with
numerous problems.

Immediate demolition of the
old dilapidated building is ur-

gently needed as it can col-
lapse at any moment, the
school authority is unable to
undertake any development.

. The institution was set up
by an eminent Zamindar of
Narail and educationist
Barrister Dhirendra Ray in
1867 on about seven acres »f
land donated by the said
Zamindar,

One to two students usecd to
secure beller places among
the 10 every year. The school
library has a good number of
books on various subjects.
Besides the school was alse
famous for his extra- curricular
activities and it has its own
play ground.

The glories are now matter
of past, results are no more
significant. Roels of the school

are in so deplorable
condition that it can collapse

at any moment. The guardians
are concerned aboul the secu-
rity of their wards. Without
government grant construction
of new buildings demolishing
the old ones is nol possible.
.The school is also facing
scarcity of furniture, scientific
apparatus, sports matcrials ete.
Water supply arrangements,
toilets are also not satisfactory.

‘Service latrines pose

health hazards

From A Correspondent

CHUADANGA, March 17
Thousands of kutcha and semi-
pucca service latrines and
accumulated cowdung pose
scrious health hazards (o the
lowns people.

The inhabitants are sulffer-
ing from ?llfﬂ'h“ltinl].
skin, dental and opthalmiec
discascs because the beggars
and floating people use raflway
station, bus stand and gover-
nment building premiscs as

loilets.

E::? two of the week
(Saturday and y) long
bridge over the "Mat .

remain parked with hundreds
of hackneycarts on both sides

where a large area become
accumulated with horsedung

making the place unhygienic.

The pourashava authority
appears o be indifferent to the
prevailing situation.



