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US can end arms race: Israel: oy
ithe United States can end the Middle East arms race, Isracli

Defence Minister Moshe Arens sald in Jerusalem Saturday,

Reuter.
, Il we want to end the arms race in the n, then the
arms dealers have 1o reach agreement that will stop

sclling arms to the region.”

Il the United Siates is not
United States Is loday perhaps Lhe
Middie East — if it is not ready to
won't happen”®, Arens told army radio.

"
e . oo Pve
The credibility of Iragi President Hussein is “zero,”
US President Ocorge Bush declared Hamilton Saturday |,
adding that it would be “very difficult” to come to any
agreements with him, reports AFP.

Mr Dush, meeting here with British Prime Ministcr John
Msajor, was commenting lo reporters about a declaration in
Baghdad by Mr Hussein that an insurrection in southern Iragi
lowns had been crushed, and that a new government would
be formed soon o rebuild Iraq.

Bul the allied forces in the Gull region — some of them
still in southem Iraq — did not want to rencw warfare againgt
}:ﬂ‘nnd "nonc of US wanl to move forces into Baghdad,” Mr

said.

L
Rajiv begins poll campaign: rome
Prime Minister iv Gandhi, escorted ousands of
supportcrs, drove through this stronghold of a rival party
Saturday to begin bis election campaign for the job he lost 15
months ago, reporis AP

e was grected with a massive reception arranged by his
Congress Party, the richest and biggest in India.

Hundreds of cars, trucks and jeeps followed Gandhi's open
converiible as he drove from airport to the center of
hopal Lo address a rally,

“Twinkle, twinkle, lijtle star, Rajiv Gandhi's India's star,”
supporters shouted through loudspeakers atop some of the
trucks.

The Caravan look 45 minules to cover Lhe first 6 kilometers
(4 méles) ol the route, which was lined by flag-waving sup-

poricrs.
Combodian troops pushed back:
stronghold pushed

Cambodian guerillas on Salurday
govcrnment lroops further back from a near the Thai border
in some of the fiercest fighting in the area this year, a rebel
spokesman sald in Bangkok, reports AP.

The guerillas pushed Cambodian government forces to
about 18 kilometers (11 miles) southeast of the stronghoid,
Thmar Puck, said Ok Serei Sopheak, military spokesman for
the Khmer 'cople’s National Liberation Front.

Aboul 6,000 government troops began attacking Thmar
Puok, the centre of the rebels' zone of control in the west,
last Saturday. Sopheak said 7,000 to 8,000 guerillas were de-
fending the arca.

The government had advanced to about 13 kilometers
[cight miles) from the stronghold, but were pushed farther
back in fighting this morning, Sopheak said.

Resignation of Roh demanded:

About 10, students hurling fircbombs and rocks clashed
with riot police in downtown Scoul on Saturday in the largest
protesi this ycar demanding President Roh Tae-woo's
resignation over a b scandal, reports AP.

Shouting "Down with Roh Tae-woo,” the students poured
out of back allcys and occupicd a 10-lane boulevard leading
from Scoul Raflway Station to the city center. All traflic on the
road came 1o a standstill.

Squads ol helmeted rot police rushed (o the arca, firing
barrages of tear gas that filled several blocks. Students coun-
lered with hundreds of lircbombs.

Students scatiered In a dense fog of choking gas. but re-
grouped in back allcys and charged back. Police reinforce-
mwnls wrived in buscs.

Many siudents were seen taken away, but the total number
was unknown,

S Tigers killed in Lanka: scury orees
have inlensificd their scarch for Tamil scparatist gucrillas,

kiling five more militants, in scparate clashes in
northeastern Sri Lanka, a military s in
o . g ry spokesman in Colombo said
The spokesman said bitter fighting was reported mainly
from the cast where government troops have been hunting
ﬁr‘frrgaﬁhl of the dominant Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eclam
Sceurity forces Friday shot dead three LTTE rebels in the
caslern purt district of Trincomalee, the spokesman said,
whik: troops killed another rebel as he tried to escape [rom
army cuslody in ncighbouring Datticaloa district.

to do that — the
seller of arms to the
such a process then it

Reform not top priority,

says Kuwaiti Prince

[reedom will be
Kuwailli citizens,”

KUWAIT CITY, Mar 17
Kuwail's ruling family is com-

given Lo

mitied to moving towards
democmacy, but securt .
siderations and not itical
rcform are the ty, the
couniry’s CrownPrince told
group of US scnators here Sat-
urday. rcports AFP.

Our country is not divided
inte ruler and ruled i
said 6] -ycar oldShe Saad
Al Abdullah Al-Sabah, who is
also Martial Law Administra-
wrand Priase Mindsicr.

The prince said the royal
lamily. headed by Emir Jaber
Al Ahmed Al-Sabah,

Kurds occupy
Iraq's Bonn

responded

Opposition sources said-
mcanwhile that the senators
had alsoe met with 35 members
of the pro-democracy move-
ment re, six of them
deputics in Kuwait's last par-
iament, which was
in 1986,

One of the former pariia-
meniarians, KhalidSultan, told
journalists afler the meeting

the 1962 conslitution and po-
litical reforms that can come

International

Plea to reject Baghdad's authority as riots rock Iraq

BEIRUT, Mar 17 : Imaq's
lcading Shi'ite Muslim digni-
tary has called on Iragis to

t the a of Baghdad
:lj:d instcad pay to a
special committee of religious
lcaders, reports AFP.

In a statement received
here Saturday from the Iragi
city of Najal, scene of a Shi'ite

rcbellion against rnment

forces, Ayatollah Abul Kassem
al-Khol said Iraq was undcrgo-
ing a “critical period” during

-obey

N\

which it was necessary to
rceslablish order and stability
and avoid chaos.

To this end, he said, a
committee of eight religious
lcaders had been formed. lie
appcaled to his [ollowers to
the ncw committec,
which would be charged with
handling public affairs.

In his statement, Ayatolla
al-Khoc also called on the pop-
ulation in arcas allected by the
lighting to pick up bodies in

cities rocked by strife

|
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the streets and bu :

Iraqi President Saddam
Hussein, in his first public
spcech sinee his defeal at al-
lied hands in the Gull war,
Saturday said the rebellion in
Iraq's mainly Shi'ite south had
been crushed.

Thursday, Mohammad
Baghcr al-Hakim, the head of
the Shi'ile opposition in cxile
in Tehran, said 1,000 people
had died in fighting in Najal.

And Saturday an Iraqi oppo-

Rebels form 8-man body

to run Ira

mqi govt

silien group in London said
Iragi troops had killed thou-
sands in the south, and ac-
cuscd the forces of bombing
the road from Najafl to Karbala
with napalm.

The Ad-Daawa Party re-
jected President Hussein's
statement that the uprising
had been quelied in the south,
saying that flighting continued
in the north, the centre and
the south of Iraq with in-
creased intensity.

Also in London, the exiled
Shi'ite dignitary Imam Sayed
Husscin al-Sader, said that
President Hussein's speech,
which also promised dcmo-
cralic reforms, was a pack of
lics and false promises which
no one can Lrust. :

The Iraqi leader was a
butcher who only knows how
to rule through terror and
torture, he said.

The Imam called for Mr
Hussein's resignatiort and the
formation ol a provisional gov-
crnment that would prepars
for elections.

[fcuter from Nicosia adds :
Iraqi tclevision, following up
an address to the nation by
President Saddam Husscein
yeslerday, broadcast a sccond
evening programme of eycwit-
ncss accounts of riots rocking
the country, re Reuter.

The Iraqi news agency INA,
in a report monitored by the
British Broadcasting Corpora-
tion, said a student identificd
riolers as army desertcrs,
criminals and people with a
history of eriminal offences. [t
did not say when the distur-
bances took place.

The student from the. town
of Shatra, in south-castern
Iraq, said that his sisters were
raped al home and that people
were dragged from  their
homes and killed in front of
their children.

Former PM faces challenge at home

Brother terms VP Singh
as politically unreliable

NEW DELHI, Mar 17:
FormerPrime Minister, Mr VP
Singh's clder brother, Mr Sant
Bux Singh, plans to challenge
him in the Lok Sabha polls be-
cause he considers the Janata
Dal lcader is politically unreli-
ableand totally unfit to hold the
top political office, reports
PTI.

Mr Sant Bux Singh, who is
contestingfrom Fatehpur in
Uttar Pradesh, in the coming
clection said a great harm that
Mr VP Singh did was dividing
the country into castes and
sub-castes.

lie said there was no wave
in favour of any party so far and
people were still formulating
their views where risingprices
and deteriorating law and
order situation would be cru-
cial factors.

"Mr VP Singh will have to
answer on these accounts as
aflter the 1998 eclections, for
most of the time he was Prime
Minister and Mr Chandra

the con-

stituency”, Mr Sant Bux Singh

“1 nurtured the constitu-
ency for 25 years. | have been
chosen to Lok Sabha twice in
1967 and 1971 on

"My brother is very sell-
centred. In fact, Mr Rajiv
Gandhi is not one tenth as sell-
centred as VP Singh,” Mr Sant
Bux Singh said. .

Describing himself as an old
socialist who was even impris-
oned for his beliels, Mr Sant
Bux Singh said " VP Singh has
no ideology.”

A great harm that VP Singh
did was dividing socicty on
caste lines and not just on re-
ligious basis, he said.

Referring to Mr Rajiv Gan-
dhi's performance as Prime
Minister, Mr Singh said it was
notl bad. It was not hisperfor-
mance butthe allcged scandals
that t about his downlall
scandals which have not becn
proved so far inspite of Mr VP
Singh saying that he could
prove it in 15 days.”

The economic progress un-
der Mr Rajiv Gandhi wasmuch
more as co to Mr VP
Singh's 11-month rule, he
said.

When asked which party he
would join, Mr Singh saidhe
had not decided either way. "I
have been a Congressman till
1988 and Prime Minister
Chandra Shekhar is my old
class lellow.”

Mr Sant Bux Singh said on a
E—rm level he had no dif-
nces with Mr VP Singh

and "I had spoken to his wile
and son even a couple ol days
ago as bhali is not well.”

No the poll prospects of the
Co s (I) , Mr Sant Bux
Slrgmid "he was not an as-
trologer but on the plank of

stability they could secure a
ma i

Referring to BJP'schances,
he said on the Ram Janma
Bhoomi issue, they had been
able to divide socicty on com-

munal lines.. "Bul for them

backing of pcople cxists, he
added.

Mr Singh did not rule out
the possibility of a hung par-
liament as there was no wave
in lavour of any political party
so [ar.

The Temple issue, Mr
Singh said, should be solved on
the basis of dialogue and all
were agreed that a temple
should be built, "but the ques-
tion is where is the site of
Lord Rama's birth.

holy city of Karbala. Another
said he took part in attacks on
government and military
buildings, killing people and
burniig houses.

INA said onc rioter, a stu-
dent from Baghdad, told Sat-
urday how he joined the Ran-
corous groups in return for
money and moved to “Karbala
province.

There he and “bands of in-
fidelity and aggression® stole
from homes, robbed people of
property and money, INA
added. This is in addition to
carrying out robberies against

government institutions and

shops in Karbala, INA said.

Saddam said yesterday a re-
volt in Iraq's mainly Shi'ile
south was over but unrcst was
continuing in the Kurdish
north.

A report from US-held Irag
says : Civil war still grips
Basra, turning lraq's second
cilty into a valley ol death ac-
cording to refugees reaching a
US army post inside Iraq.

But, they add, President
Saddam Husscin's army has re-
taken most of the southern
port-city [rom Muslim Shi'ite
rebels.

Saddam said in a spcech to
the nation Saturday that his
forces had crushed a Shi'ite
revolt in the south, which he
said was backed by neighbour-
ing Iran, and vowed to defcat a
Kurdish rebellion in the north.

This is eflectively disputed

" in claims by emigre opposition

groups commenting on an
uprising that began on March
] two days alfter Gull allied
lorces drove Saddam’s troops
from occupied Kuwait.

The Americans, who occupy
one-filth of Iraq, have warned

Saddam against using aircrall
or poison gas lo crush regional
rebellion.

It's the valley of death, la-
mented an old Iragi as he ar-
rived [rom the Basra arca at

the US control point known to

_The Daily Ftar S

US troops as checkpoint eru-
sader, just 35 km (22 miles)
from Basra .

They aré shooting with
cannons on homes, he
(Saddam)- killed many of us
cried the old man.

*There are many hurt”, said
his co n. "It's the Re-
publican Guards™ he added ,
referring to attacks by Sad-
dam's trusted and best-
equipped force.

An Iraql opposition leader
said in the Syrian capital Dam-
ascus that rebel forces were
preparing to march on Sad-
dam's stronghold in .

" Mohammed Hussein al-Ta-
jer of the Shi'ite Islamic action
organisations aid government
troops loyal to Saddam were
rcinforcing their positions on
the outskirts of ;

Another opposition group,
the Tehran-based Supreme
Council of the Islamic Revolu-
tion of Iraq (SCIRI) said rebels
scized the city of Kut, capital
of the southern province of
Wasit, Saturday morning, a
few hours beforc Saddam
spoke, the Iranian news
agency IRNA reported.

The agency, monitored by
the British Broadcasting Cor-
poration quoted refugees who
arrived Saturday in Iran as say-
ing the provincial towns of
Jessan and Zorbatiych had also
fallen to the popular foreces.

Iranian television quoted
reflugees as saying ficrce fight-
ing continued Saturday in the
Shi'ite holy cities ol Najal and
Karbala and also in Khanaqin,
near the Iranian border.

The television report said
Iragi government forces had
completely lost control of the
situation in those citics.

Another report from Ni-
cosia adds : lran urged Iragi
President Saddam Hussein's
government Saturday to sur-
rcnder to the will of the peo-
ple and issued a warning to it
about Shi‘ite Muslim shrincs at
Najaf and Karbala, Iranian tele-
vision said.

The television, reporting on
a mecting of Iran's Supreme
National Security Council, did
not specify the nature of tLhe
warning about the shrines
which are in an area rocked by
an anti-Saddam revoltL

The violatien of the sanectity
of the holy siles in Najafl and

Karbala was condemned and a
warning was issued to the Iragl

government in that respect,
the television said in a report
monitored by the DBritish
Broadcasting Corporation.

Don’t drink, US
troops told

DAHRAN, Mar 17 : US military commanders have barred up tc
half a millon American soldiers in Saudi Arabia from eating

drinking or

smoking in
public during
daytime in
compliance
with the Mus-
lim [asting
month  of
Ramadan, re-
ports Reuter.

Mufflled
cannon boo-
ms tradition-
ally fired alter
sunsel each
day of the
holy meonth,
indicated
fasting would
begin in Sau-
di Arabia

How long they ruled

Chandrashekhar, who became the eighth prime minister
of India in November last year, has now the dubious
distinction of being in oflice for the shorlest period of time —
just 117 days! In the process, he surpassed the previous low-
est of 170 days of the late Charan Singh during 1979-80.
Another minister whose tenure did not last one full
year was VP Singh who was ousted by the Shekhar-Devi Lal

group last year.

Just for the record, the elder statesman Jawaharlal Nehru
had the honour of eccupying the post for the longest duration
of 16 years and 286 days, while his daughter Indira Gandhi
holds the leat of regaining the coveted post alter being in the
wilderness for three years from 1977 to 1980.

It now remains to be scen whether Rajiv Gandhi who be-
came the youngest prime minister in October, 1984, after
Indira Gandhi's assassination, can step into the shoes of his
mother by making a comcback in the days to come. Of the
cight prime minisiers who ruled the country so far, four are
no more — Nehru, La' Bahadur Shastri, Indira Gandhi and
Charan Singh. It be noted here that Desal was the oldest
prime minister in . al the age of 81, when he occupiced
the seat in 1977.

Sunday.
"We're try-
ing to make
all service-
men aware (

0 r
Ramadan)®, a
US military
ollicial said

:r;f:: if hc!* RIYADH: No more music for US troops

cxpected any including women soldiers during the month of
friction be- Ramzan.

tween American servicemen and Saudis he said. "That's what we're
trying to preclude.”

US military officials said , a notice detailing Ramadan rules have
been circulated to all American military commanders alter talks
with Saudi authorities. .

A copy of the US military notice obtained by Reuter warmed
soldiers not to cat, drink, smoke or play music in public including
while driving their vehicles during daylight hours.

Manila to protect
Imelda Marcos

MANILA : The government will provide
sccurily for former First Lady Imelda Mar-
cos il she retums o the Philippines, Na-
tional Security Adviser Rafael lieto said on
Saturday, rcports Reuter.

No Mame Dmte of Period of Durntion
Leest b Prime Ministership

1 Jawsharial Nehru May 27, 1964 15-8-1947 1o 18 years and

¥ 27-5- 1984 288 davs

2 Lal Bahadur Jan 11,1966 96 1964 ® | year and Shastrt

11-1- 1966 116 day»

1 indire Garwdhi Oct 31,1984 24- |- 1968 1] years and

24-3- 1977 58 days

4 Morar) Dessd - 24-3- 1977 w 2 years and

28-7- 1979 126 days

8 Chamn Stngh May 20,1987  28-7- 1979 w0 170 days
) i4-1-1980

6  Rajtv Garwihi - 31-10- 1984 to 5 years and

2:12- 1989 32 daym

7. VP Singh — 2-12-1989 W 340 days
7-11- 19890

A Charwira Shekhar - 10- 1119890 te 116 days

__ulun—l——_“—._m__mII

Note: Oulzarilal Nanda was acting PM twice — from

May 27

o June 9 in 1964 and January 1] to 24 in 1966,
while VP Singh was carctaker PM for two days on
November 8 and 9, last year.

® Compiled by Star Foreign Desk

"If something happens to her, it will be

. 49 our responsibility.” he told

- "1 A senfor cabinet member said on Thursday

i i the mment t allow former Pre-
_— i sident Ferdinand Marcos's widow te

return home as carly as next month afier five of exile in

the United Stalcs to face trial en corruption

Asked if there were groups that might want to harm Mrs
Marcos, lieto said : "We cannot say for sure because some
groups may want to embarrass the government.”

The Marcos coupie fled to Hawail in 1986 alter the former
stron was toppled in a popular revoit. He died in
Honolulu in 1989,

President Corazon Aquino's government has accused the
Marcoscs and their business associates of stealing up to 10
billlon dollars from the economy Marcos's

during
rule. State lawyers say 1 are ready to flle graft charges
against Mrs Marcos once the government allows her to re-

tum.
enriched itsell while in

Mrs Marcos denies thal her
office. She was acquitted by a New York jury last year of racke-
teering © from the theft of more than
200 million from the Philippine treasury.



